nds - 


rn 


7 


renner 1 rs es; es 


Yom 
— Ml 
71} 


| 


— 


My 
10 ! 


mel: 


nds - 


rn 


7 


renner 1 rs es; es 


Yom 
— Ml 
71} 


| 


— 


My 
10 ! 


mel: 


AN 0 " 
At 0 M 


* 
1 
10. 


WW 8 


— 
— 
— 

— 
— 
— — 
— 


— | HITMAN 1 - 3 
WV bl 10 | = 


} — 2 4 


”- — 
— OO 


' 


. 


rr 4 
* t A opp > >> >>> >>> > 


Printed by Jomn REI, in Builie Fyfe's Cloſe. 


wk 


4444444444444 444444 —=_ +> ppp > ppp ppp — 2 is 


1 


W OR E -S 


O F 
The late Reverend 


JAMES HERVEY, A.M. 
Rector of Weſton-Favell, in in Northamptonſhire. 


IN SIX VOLUMES. 


V OLUME 1. 


CONTAINING, 


MrtDiTaTtions among ®COoNTEMPLATIONS 
the Tomss; * on the NicurT; 
RErLECTIONS on ag CONTEMPLATIONS on 
FroweR-GarDEN;+ the SrAR RT HEAVENS 3 
A Descant upon * AND 

CAM RATIO; A WIiVTEA-Plecs. 


TO WHICH IS PREFIXED, 


A particular ACCOUNT of the Ltr, Cu a- 
RACTER, and WriTinGs of the AUTHOR, 


1 will meditate of all thy works, and talk of thy. gy. 
Pal. Ixxvii. 12. 


4<<-4-44 444.44 7 +++ 3+» Fr 


E DIN BURG H: 


For W. DARLIN G, Head of Skianers se. 
2 — — — ; 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
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Bos r G N 


8 the writings of the great and good Mr 
"A HRV have been held in the greateſt 
eſteem by all the friends of real Chriſtianity; and 
the demand for them, even in detached pieces, 
has been very conſiderable; the preſent editors 
were adviſed to collect them into ſix volumes, 
and give an elegant and accurate edition of the 
whole. And they flatter themſelves, that this 
impreſſion, in regard to the fize and elegance of 
the types, the quality of the paper, and the man- 
ner of execution, will be found far ſuperior to 
that of any of the different pieces hitherto pu- 
bliſhed, either in London, Scotland, or Ireland. 
The MeprrTaTions, and TRERNON and 
As Aso, are printed from copies that received 
the author's laſt corrections and improvements, , 
little before his happy death, Theſe corrections 
and improvements are ſo _ conſiderable and 
important, that if any of our readers will be at 
the pains to compare this edition of theſe” pis-es 
with any copies printed in London, previous to 
the year 1760, or any of thoſe printed in Edin- 
burgh, Glaſgow, or. Dublin, either before or 
a 2 ſiace 


ADFERTISEMENT. 
fince 1760, they will find not only many ſenten- 
ces added, but vaſt improvements, both in die- 
tion and ſentiment, made in the Med:tations ; and 
in Theron and Aſpajio not only very conſiderable 
. amendments made, but in many places whole pa- 
ges added, both in the text and notes. So that the 
preſent edition will be found greatly preferable, 
in all reſpects, to any that hath — appeared. 

The other pieces are printed from the beſt Lon- 
don editions; Mr Hervey's recommendatory pre- 
faces to ſeveral other works are now firſt collect- 
ed; ſeveral of his religious letters do now firſt ap- 
pear ; and the whole are arranged conformably to 
their dates, as far as could be done. The lader 
is copious and entirely new. 

To the whole is prefixed a particular account 
of che life, character, and writings of the author; 
chiefly taken from the account of his life prefixed | 
to the two volumes of his letters, publiſhed in 
1760. Several other anecdotes concerning him, 
will be given in the preface to his letters in chis 
edition. 

- Upon the whole, as the editors have ſpared no 

or expence for giving a beautiful and cor- 
rect edition of the works of the truly evangelical 
and pious Mr HERvey, they cannot but think 
their labours will meet with the public approba- 
tion, as they are duly ſenſible of the Senne. 


ment already given _ : 
| December 2. | 
| 1768. 
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The LiIr E of the Abt ton. 


18 birth and parentage, i. Educated at Northampton 
ſchool, ii.—Entered of Lincoln- college, Oxford, ib.— 
Succeſs of his ſtudies there, ib. — Learns the Hebrew, iii. 
Though he ſhewed a ſerious turn carly, yet he was a ſtran- 
ger to the doctrines of grace, till his prejudices were removed 
by Jenks's treatiſe on ſubmiſſion to the righteauſneſs of God, 
id,—Enters into holy orders, refuſes to hold his exhibition, 
and becomes curate to his father, ib. Becomes curate at Dum- 
mer, and Hives ſame time with Mr Orchard, ib.—Stands god- 
father to Mr Orchard's eldeſt fon, iv. Undertakes the cura- 
cy of Biddeford, ib.—Diſmifſed againſt the will of his pariſhi- 
oners, ib — Plans his Meditations in Cornwall, ib. Becomes 
curate again to his father, ib,—Publiſhes the firſt volume of 
his Mediations, ib, —Publiſhes the ſecond, v.,—Sent off to 
London, and dangerouſly ill chere, ib.— Returns to Weſton- 
Favell, where he reſides till his death, ib. Takes his degree of 
Maſter of Arts at Cambridge, ib. Reluctantly accepts the two 
livings of Weſton-Favell and Collingtree, vi. Publiſhes ſeve- 
ral pieces, vi. vii. Recommends Marſhall on ſanctification, 
vi.— His Theron and A ſpaſio attacked by ſeveral writers, viii. 
— Writes a defence of it, ib, -Publiſhes three faſt - ſermons, 
and recommends Jenks's Meditations, viii. ix. —His labours in 
the miniſtry, ix,—The ſeverity of his laſt illneſs, d. His affect · 
ing ſpeeches on his death-bed, x.— His ſpeech and exhortation 
to Dr Stonhouſe, xi His exemplary patience, xii.—His ſevere 
conflict, xiii,—His laſt pathetic ſpeeches, xiii. xiv. —His death 
and burial, xiv. xv. His heavenly life and triumphant death, 
xv. — His character as a minifter, ib His method of preach- 
ing, xvi.— Affects plainneſs in his public diſcourſes, xvii.— His 
method of catechifing, ib.— His family-devotion, xviil.— Ex- 
plains the ſcripture daily in his family, ib, Is a member of an 
aſſembly for Chriſtian improvement, ib.— His uncommon and 
extraordinary charities, xix,-Deyotes the profits of his works 
to charitabe uſes, xx.—PFrugal in perſonal expences, 1b.—A re- 
markable inſtance of his defire to do good, xxi.—The happy 
effects of his attachment to the doctrines of free grace, ib.— 
Too negligent of his dreſs, xxii.— In learning inferior to few, ib. 
His humility, ib.—Writes many religious letters, xxii, w_ 
| a 3 | 
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His reply to an abuſive letter, xxiji. xxiv. The doctrines he 


preached, xxiv xxv.—His character in the Northampton Mer- 
cury, xxv.—Mr Dodds's eulogium on him, xxvi.— Elegy on him, 
by a young apprentice, Xxxvi. Xxvli. | 

Verſes to Mr Hervey on his Meditations, xxviii. 


x XX XXxNX XX XXX X XXX XXXXXXNXXN 
Mrpflrar loss among the ToMBs. 


Ccaſion of the meditations, 49.—Solitary walk in a church, 
50.——Handſome altar- piece; graticude celebrated, 50. 51. 
—Szlomen's temple; his noble ſentiments at the dedication ; 
the paſſage iliuſtrated, 51. 52, —The Holy Ghoſt dwelling in 
our hearts; a rich privilege ; an obligation to holineſs, 175 
54.— he floor covered with funeral uſcriptions, 55.—Wil⸗ 
dom of meditating on our latter end, ib.—Promiſcuous lodg- 
ment, and amicable agreement of corpſes, ſuggeſt bumility, 
and concord, 56.—Monument of an infant ; its fortunate cir- 
cumſtances; fuperior felicity of ſurvivors, 58.— Monument of 
a youth; grief of the parents; mitigated or aggravated by the 
proſpect of the inviſible ſtate ; exhortation to educate children 
religiouſly, 59. 69.—Monument of a young man, cut off in 
is prime; how unexpected and afflictive the ttruke ; the frailty 
of all fublunary happineſs, 62.—Reflection on the three pre- 
ceding exits ; the uncertainty of life; call to be always ready, 
64. 65.— This farther urged from the inſtance of a perſon kil- 
led by a misfortune ; nothing cafual, but all ordered by provi- 
dence, 66,—Caſe of a lady, who dicd in childbed ; her charac- 
ter: with regard to earthly things, we know not what is really 
deſirable or truly good; remarks on Mrs SToxnousEt's mo- 
nument, in the great church at Northampton, 69.— A religious 
father taken from his young family; his behaviour on a dying 
bed; their ſupport in a fatherleſs (tate, 74.—Movument Of a, 
middle-aged perſon; immerſed in buſineſs; diſappointment of 
his ſchemes ; his dying acknowledgments; the folly of 'world- 
ly-mindedneſs ; very bitterneſs in the end, 79,-—The graves of 
the aged; the difficulties and hazard of a late repentance ; 
youth entreated to enter upon a courſe of botin.fs without de- 
lay, 81.— The fingular wiſdom and felici v of the righteous; the 
reſt of their bodies; the calmneſs of their departure; the 
ſafety of their diſembodied fowls ; ir Eo ghtiul firuation till 
| | 2 * 
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the judgment-day, 84. Monument of a warrior, ſlain in bats 
tle; refleftions on the death of CHRIS T, that it was volun- 
tary, foreſeen, undergone for enemies; was moſt torturous, 
lingering, and ignominious, 89.—The meanneſs of being obli- 
ged to a monument for perpetuating our names: author's with 
or himſelf; true method of eteraizing our characters, 92, . 
The vault ; its awful aſpect; grandeur in abaſement; the vani- 
ty of pleaſures, honours, and riches, 94.— The clock ſtrikes ; 
a warning to redeem the time, 98.— The wonderful change 
which takes-place in the tomb, diſplayed in ſeveral particulars, 
ib.—Soliloquy of a lover; admonition to the ladies; true 
beauty of the fair ſex, 100,—Sin the cauſe of our diſſolution, 
102,——Subject of mortality brought home to our own caſe z 
incitement to improve life; this the beſt embalming, 103.— 
View of our Saviour's ſepulchre; his lying in the grave has 
ſoftened it for his people; faith in his dying love diſarms death, 
105,—The reſurrection of the righteous ; their meeting the 
Judge; their acceptance at the great tribunal, 108.—Sickneſs, 
fin, and death, deſtroyed ; bliſs or miſery unchangeable ; ob- 
ſervation on eternity, 109.—The wicked; the anguiſh of their 
laſt fickneſs. No hope but from the religion they deſpiſed; 
that very precarious ; the horror of their diſſolution ; this the 
panng of ſorrows ; their treatment in the inviſible world; 
reſerved to the judgment of the great day, 112.— They riſe. 
though reluctant; are diſtracted with terror; covered with 
contempt ; condemned to endleſs wo, 115.—To be inſtru- 
mental in ſaving our fellow-creatures from this miſery, the 


trueſt exerciſe of benevolcace, 117.—A reflection on the vaſt 


importance of theſe truths; a perſuaſive to act under the be- 


eving confideration of them; enforced by the inexpreſſible 


neceſſity of preparing for them, ib.—The whole cloſes with a 
view of the preſent ſecurity, aud future [glary, of the righ · 
teous, 119. | g 
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REFLECTIONS on a FLOWER- GARDEN, 


Alk in the garden; ſummer - morning; a ſoaring lark; 
invitatioa to early riüng, 124. — Vaſtneſs of the 
heavens, greater extent of divine mercy, 125.—The ſun ; its 
fiog glorics; emblem of CRRTIeT, in its colightening, 
| a 4 fructifying, 
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_ frutifying, chearing, and extenſive influences, 125. De ws; 


their tranſient brightneſs ; their refreſhing nature; their im- 
menſe number: ditficult paſſage in the pſalms cleared up, 132. 


Ahe various, but harmonious, procedure of providence and 


grace, 137.—View of thecountry, and its principal productions: 


particularly of an orchard, and kitchen-garden; chiefly charac- 
terized as ufetul, 138.—CHnRrisT made and recovered, up- 
holds and actuates all; addreſs to mankind on this occaſion, 
145. Obſervations contracted to the garden; fields of litera- 
ture lett for the ſtudy of the Bible, 149.— Fragrance of flowers; 
its fugitive nature, another motive to ſhake off floth ; the de- 
Fghrful ſenſation it creates, faint repreſentation of CHRIS T's 
ſacriſice; all our performances polluted, this the cauſe off our 
acceptance, 1 50. Colours of flowers, how perfect in every 
kind; with what ſkill diſpoſed; fineneſs of the flowery texture: 
inducement to truſt in providence, 153.— The folly of pride in 
dreſs ; our true ornaments diſplayed, 15 5.— Flowers naturally 
infpire delight; what pleaſure muſt 2 from the beatific vi- 
lion, 157. —Sglamon pictures out the bleſſed IE s Us by the moſt 
delicate flowers; beauties in the creature lead us to the Creator, 
1 59, —Diverſity of flowers, in their airs, habits, attitudes, and 
lincaments ; wiſdom of the almighty Maker: the perfection 
and ſimplicity of his operations, 160.,—Difference between in- 
dividuals of the fame ſpecies ; emblem of the ſmaller differences 
among Proteſtants, 164.—Regular ſucceſſion of flowers; ſome 
of the choiceſt fets deſcribed; pleaſing effects produced by this 
cecanomy ; a benevolent providence apparent in conducting it, 
165.—This brautiful diſpoſition, and all that is admirable in the 
creation, referred to CHRIS I as the author; to conſider the 
things that are made, in this view, has excellent influence on 
our faith and love, 169.— The ſtructure of flowers fo correct, 
could not be altered, but to their prejudice ; the time of their 
appearing, choſen with the niceſt precaution : theſe circum- 
ſtances, a ſtriking argument for reſignation to the diſpoſals of 
heaven, 173.—Quorations from Cafimir and Juvenal tranſla- 
ted, 174, 176,—A favourite tenet of Mr Pope's rightly ſtated, 
176, The brute creatures unaffected with flowers: their fine 
qualities peculiarly intended to delight mankind : all things 
conſtituted with a particular regard to our advantage ; this 
an endearing obligation to gratitude; but a more engaging mo- 
tive, is the gift of an immortal ſoul, 156.—Remark on the 
notion of a great poet, 180.— The cultivated garden, an i- 
mage of a well-nurtured mind; addreſs to perſons concerned in 
the 
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the education of youth, 184.—Flowers in the bud, figurative 
of a niggard ; flowers in full expanſion, expreſſive of a bene- 
volent diſpoſition, 187,—5un-flower ; its remarkable attach» 
ment to the ſun; ſuch ſhould be our adherence to the Saviour, 
188.—Pafſfion- flower; its deſcription ; with a religious improve- 
ment, 190.—Senſitive plant; ſhrinks from every touch: ſuch 
ſhould be our ſolicitous care to avoid fin, 194.—The delicacy 
of flowers, and coarſcneſs of their roots; the ennobling change 
of our bodies at the reſurrection ; this ſhould reconcile us to 
the thoughts of diſſolution, 196.—Paſlage from Theocritus ; the 
perfections of flowers ſoon decay; the charms of complexion 
ſcarce more laſting, 198.—Inſtances of tranſitory continuance 
in the nobleſt flowers; the\ honours of the future ſtate unfa- 
ding, 200.— All the delights of the flowery ſeaſon paſs away; 
the celeſtial entertainments know no end, 201,—Not flowers 
only, but the moſt durable things in nature, are periſhing; 
their felicity ſtable, who have Go Þ for their portion, 202.— 
Retreat into an arbour ; practice of St Auguſtine, pattern for 
our imitation, 204.—Coolneſs of this ſhady ſituation; the in- 
ſufferable heat, that rages abroad; our ſafety in all the dangers 
of life, and amidſt the terrors of eternal judgment, if ſhelter- 
ed by the Redeemer's protection, and intereſted in his merits, 
ib,—The bees ; their ingenuity ; their induſtry ; ſet an example 
for the author, 206. A diſtant proſpect of the whole ſcene, 
with its various decorations, reminds the beholder of heaven 
its glories not to be deſcribed, but moſt paſſionately deſired, 
207. | | 
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Dien of the whole, 214.— Angels, 215.— The viſible 
heavens, ib,—Sars, 216.— Comets, 217.—Planets, ib.— 
Sun, 218.—- Moon, ib. — Thunders, 219.—Lightnings, ib.— 
Clouds, wintry and vernal, 221, 2.—- Rainbow, 223.— Storms 
and tempeſts, ib. Peſtilence, 224. Heat and cold, ib. — Ocean, 
225. Mountains. woods, andſhrubs, 226. Vineandfruit - trees, 
ib. Meadows and fields, 227. Mines and jewels, ib. Foun- 
tains and rivers, 228.— Birds, ib.— Bees, 229.—Silkworm, 230. 
Cattle, and creatures in every element, 232. General chorus 
of praiſe, 233, 2 3 1 


CoxnTEMPLATIONS on the NIGHT. 


"A Dcelightful- evening walk; the unmoleſted enjoyment of 
, ſuch pleafures, owing to our late victory over the rebels, 
252. Kc. to 254, —The ſerting fon, 254.— Twilight; its uſe- 
fulneſs; ſerious confideration, 256.—The dewy coolneſs ; its 
beneficial influence on nature; returns of ſolitude equally vfe- 
ful to man, 257.—Angels our ſpectators; GOD ever preſent ; 
comfortable improvement of this truth, 25;.—The day ended; 
the fwittneſs, the ſhortneſs of time; the work to be done while 
it laſts ; to ſquander it away, the moſt deſtruftive extravagance, 
262.,—The profound ſilence, 266. Univerſal ceflation of bu- 
ſineſs, 268.— The variations of nature, pleafing and adran- 
tageous, 270.—-Darkneſs; the obliging manner of its taking 
place; wild beaſts of the defert, and ſavages in human ſhape, 
make uſe of this opportunity, 272.—Darkneſs renders the 
icaſt ſpark yiſible ; yet ſteals from cur ſight all the lovely diſ- 
tinctions of things, 275.—Sleep ; its chearing nature; the gift 
of heaven; fine preparatives for its approach; the kindneſs of 
providence in guarding our ſlumbers, :775,—Dreams ; their 
unaccountable oddneſs ; many people's waking thoughts no 
lefs chimerical, 281.— A very fingular, and very happy cir- 
cumſtance, attending fleep and dreams, 283.—Ghoſts; our 
unreaſonable timoroutneſs on this occaſion ; the true object of 
fear; the reality and deſign of apparitions, deducted from a a 
patiage in Fob, 28 5.— The owl; its gloomy difpofition ; unho- 
ly perſons incapable- of reliſhing the delights of heaven, 290. 
—Owl ſcreaming, ſuppoſed to be a token of death ; the many 
real preſages of this great change; due preparation pointed 
out, and prefſed, 291.—The nightingale: her charming ſong ; 
entertains the lovers of retirement; how to have a ſweerer 
melody in our own breaſts, 294.—The very different circum- 
ſtances of mankind, particularly of the gay, and the aftlicted ; 
addreſs to the devotees of mirth and ſenſuality, 295,—The 
glow-worm, and ignis fatuus ; the pleaſures of the world, and 
powers of unenlightencd reaſon, 298.—A comet ; imagined 
to be the forerunner of judgments; licentiouſneſs abounding 
in a nation, a much more formidable omen ; the diſtemper a- 
mong the cattle, 300.—Northern lights; the panic they occaſion; 
the general conflagration, 303.— The moon riting; brightens 
as ſhe advances ; ſuch ſhould be our moral conduct, 305.— 
Moon opens a majeftic ſcene ; how worthy our admiration, 306. 
— Moon, a moſt ſerviceable appendage to our globe, 3 
f oon 
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Moon ſhines with derivative light ; Chriſtians receive their all 
from their Saviour, 309.—Moan always varying ; the things 
af this world liable to perpetual viciſſitudes; our own righteout- 


neſs uacqual and imperfect, our Redeemer's complete, and al- 


ways the fame, 310,,-Moon under an eclipſe ; gazed at by 
multitudes ; the faults of eminent perſons ſeldom efcape ob- 
{crvation, 315. Moon reflected by the ocean; the virtues of 
perſons. in diſtinguiſhed ſtations, influential on others, 316. 
Moon actuates the ſea; the everlaſting joys of heaven at- 
tract and refine the affectons, 317.— Prayer, a reaſonable ſer- 
vice ; praite, a delightful duty; with devout recollectious pro- 
per for the-night, 318, | 
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CoNnTEMPLATIONS on the STARRY HEAVENS. 


WII on the ſummit of a hill. The advancing night with - 


draws the rural proſpect ; opens the beautics of the ſxy, 
325,——Fragrance of the blooming beans, 326.— The heavens, 
a noble field for the diſplay of the divine perfections, 327.— 
Folly of judicial aſtrology ; right uſe of contemplatuig the 
ſtars, 328.— A ſketch of the moſt remarkable diſcoveries of 


our modern aſtronomy, 329 —Religion, and neceſſary bu- 


ſineſs; religion, and innocent pleaſure ; as conſiſtent, as the 
annual and diurnal motions of the carth, 331.—The ſun, its 
enormous ſize, 332.—Stars, the centres: of ſyſtems ; their in- 
conceivable diſtance, 333.—Other ſkies furniſhed with other 
ſtars, 334.—The greatneſs of the Creator, 335.— The prece- 
ding obſervations inculcate humility, 336.—Shew the litileneſs 
of terreſtrial things, ibid. Ihe ſtupeudous condeſcenſion of 
GOD, in his gracious regards to the children of men, 338. 
—The grovigjns hainouſneſs of human guilt, 340.— The rich- 


neſs of CHRIST's atonement, and its complete ſufficiency 


for the moſt deplorable caſes of fin and miſery, 343-—The 


power of GOD manifeſted in the ſtarry heaveas ; this: the 
Chriſtian's conſtant ſafeguard, and ſure reſource, 346.—The 
miſerable condition of che ungodly, who have Omanipoteace 
for their enemy, 350—The unwearied patience of this al- 
mighty Being, 351,—The wiſdom of G OD, diſplayed in the 
ſkies ; ſubmiſſion to his diſpenfations, even when they tem 
mol} frowning aud ſevere; all ſpring from love, and will ter- 

| minate 
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minate in good, 352.—The goodneſs of GOD, diffuſe 
through the vaſt ſyſtem of created things; but far more illu- 
ſtriouſly exemplified in the work of redemprion ; the former 
view gives a moſt amiable, the latter a perfectly-raviſhing, idea 
of the divine beneficence, 357.—The purity of G OD, faint- 
ly repreſented. by the unſpotted firmament : the defilement of 
ſinful man; the immaculate excellence of his Surety, 363.— 
The unmeaſurable dimenſions of the fky ; the greater extent 
of the divine bounty and merey ; the laſt of theſe ſubjects, be- 
ing ſo peculiarly comfortable to finners, conſidered fomewhat 
copiouſly, 367 - What ſuſtains the arch of heaven, and fup- 
ports the globes it contains; the ſame inviſible hand upholds 
the Chriſtian in his courſe, 374.—The faithfulneſs of GOD 
pourtrayed, in the ſtability of the heavenly bodies and perpe- 
tuity of their motions ; the unreaſonableneſs of our unbelief; 
motives to an aſſured faith, 378.—Variovus attributes of the 
divine nature appear, with a glimmering light, in the celeſtial 
luminaries ; all ſhine forth, with the fulleſt luſtre, in CHRIST 
JESUS, 380.—The dignity of prayer, and happineſs of ha- 
ving GOD for our portion, 385.— Phe horrible ingratitude, 
and deſtructive perverſeneſs, of living without GOD in the 
world, 388.—All the rolling worlds on high, punctuaily obe- 


dient to their Maker's orders; are a pattern, in this reſpect, 


and a provocative to the rational creation, 390 — The gradual 
appearance of ſtars ; and progreſſive ſtate- of a true converſion, 
394 - The multirude of ſtars; eſpecially in the galaxy; the 
more attentively ſurveyed, the greater number diſtovered; this 
applied to the unſearchable treaſures of wiſdom in the ſcriptures, 
of merit in CHRIST, of bliſs in heaven, 395, —The celeſtial 
bodies diſpoſed in fuch a manner, as to be delightful and ſer- 


viceable to man; adorn his abode, and meafure his time; a 


filent admonition this, to improve the talent, 298.—Bright- 
neſs of the ſtars ; encouragement to fidelity in the miniſterial 
office, 400.—Potar ſtar; its invariable fituation ; guide to the an- 
cient mariners ; ſuch the word of GOD to our ſouls ; perſuaſive 
to follow its unerring dictates, 401.—Variety in the magnitude, 
and ſplendor of the ſtars ; different degrees in the world of 
glory; yet all the bleſſed completely happy, 402.—Projc&ion 
and attraction, the grand principles that ac tuate the planetary 
ſyſtem ; faith and love bear much the ſame proportion, in, 
the œconomy of Chriſtianity, 404 —The admirable effects, 
and extenfive influences, of attraction; the agency of the 
HOLY GHOST on the human mind, 406,—Vaſt grada- 
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tion in the ſcale of beings; all are objects of the divine care, 
and full of the divine preſence, 409.—The ſurpaſſing worth of 
an immortal ſoul; a ſolicitude for its final welfare urged, 414. 
An unthinking view of the ſkies is affecting; much more a 
rational and devout one, 416'—The ſcantineis of our know- 
ledge, with regard to the celeſtial bodies; after all our ſearch, 
they are objects of admiration, rather than of ſcience ; exhor- 
tation to ſuch purſuits, as are of eaſy attainment, and* will be 
of everlaſting advantage, 417.,—Short recapitulation of the 
whole; and an hyma of parile, ſuited to the occafion, 419. 


N. B. It may ſeem unaccountable to an unlearned reader, 
that aftronomers ſhould ſpeak ſuch amazing things ; and ſpeak 
them with ſuch an air of aſſurance; concerning the diſtances and 
magnitudes, the motions and relations, of the heavenly bodies. 1 
would defire ſuch a perſon to conſider the caſe of ECLIPSES, 
and with what exactneſs they are calculated. They are net only 
foretold, but the very inſtant of their beginning is determined. 
The preciſe time of their continuance is aſſigned ; aſſigned, al- 
moſt to the nicety of a moment ; and what is till more ſurpriſing, 
for the ſpace of hundreds or thouſands of years to come.— 1s 
this is a matter of fact, abſolutely indiſputable ; it is alſo a very 
obvious, yet ſolid demonſtration, that the principles of ſcience, on 
which thoſe calculations proceed, are not mere conjecture, or pre- 
carious ſuppoſition ; but have a real, a certain foundation, in the 
nature and conſtitution of things. 
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troduction, 423.—Shortneſs of the winter's day, 424.—In- 
ceſſant rain, producing a flood, 425. —Tempeſt; its effects, at 
land, by fea, 427.—Pitchy darkneſs; riding in it, 429.— Thick 
rime, 433.—Keen froſt, and ſerenity of weather, 434.—Severe 
cold, and piercing winds, 436.— Deepſnow, 438.—General thaw, 
440.—Ever- greens, ib. Storm of hail, -442,—Rainbow, 443. 


An imitition of Mr Hervey's meditaticns, 444. 
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i. 
50. 21. for pattern read partner 
114. F. for cimes read crimes 
. 138. fora read as 
"i 26, read circles 
387. 34. read the 
416. 1. read preſervation „ 
i 2. read their 
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The bookbinder is deſired to place the title of Meditations 
among the Tombs ; Reflections on a flower · garden, &c. between 
pages xl. and xli. 
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Let the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy 


fight, O LORD my ſirength and my Re- 
. deemer. Pal. xix. 14. 
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OF THE REVEREND 


JAMES HERVEY, A. M. 


8 ©, Regard to eminent writings, which diſ- 
7 &s 3 play genius, learning, orthodoxy, and 


0 


>: 

& XX piety, naturally excites a deſire to be 
© A = K acquainted with the writer; and this 
5 N. g 29 deſire is the ſtronger, when theſe wri- 
* NN tings are not only truly excellent in 
* © * themſelves, but are univerſally admired, 
eagerly read by good people of all de- 
nominations, and calculated to promote the beſt intereſts of 
mankind. Hence one is fond to know the author in private 
life, how he ſpent his time, how he ſuſtained his character as 
a public teacher of religion, what influence the doctrines of 
grace, which he ſo warmly inculcated on others, had on his 
own heart and converſation; and, finally, how he cloſed the 
1 laſt ſcene. Abundant ſatisfaction, as to all thoſe particulars, 

7 will be obtained from the following account. 


Mr James HER VE was born on Friday the 26th of 

1-2 February 1713-14, at Hardingſtone, a country-village, one 
= mile from 3 ai his father being then miniſter of the 
Vor.1., No A pariſh 
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pariſh of Collingtree, within two miles of Hardingſtone. His 
firſt inſtruction was from his mother, who taught him his let- 
ters, and to read. Under her tuition he continued till he was 
ſeven years of age; when he was ſent, as a day-ſcholar, to the 
free grammar-ſchool at Northampton , of which the Rev. Mr 
Clarke, Vicar of St Sepulchre's, in the ſaid town, was at that 
time maſter. 

At this ſchool he remained till he was ſeventeen years old, 
and learned the Latin and Greek languages; in which his ge- 
nius and memory would have enabled him to have made a much 
earlier progreſs, if it-had not been prevented by his ſchoolma- 
ſter, who would not ſuffer him, or any other of his ſcholars, to 
learn faſter than his own ſon. Whilſt Mr Hervey was at ſchool, 
though he ſhewed a remarkable dexterity at all the innocent 
games uſual among children; yet he had a perfect indifference 
for the acquiſitions he made by his {kill in theſe games, which 
he practiſed only for exerciſe and amuſement. 

In the year 1731, at the age of ſeventeen, he was ſent by 
his father to the univerſity of Oxford, and entered of Lincoln 
college there, under the tuition of the Rev. Mr Hutchins, now 
Doctor, and Rector of that college. He reſided in the uni- 
- verſity ſeven years, and took the degree of Bachelor of Arts, 
The firſt two or three years were ſpent by him with ſome degree 
of indolence, or rather leſs application to his ſtudies than he 
afterwards uſed. But in 1733, about his nineteenth year, be- 
coming acquainted with ſome perſons, who began to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by their ſerious impreſſions of religion, and their 
zeal for the promotion of it, he was engaged, by their influ- 
ence, in a ſtrifter attachment both to piety and learning. He 
made himſelf maſter of Dr James Keill's Anatomy, Dr Der- 
ham's Phyſico-theology and Afſtro-theology, the Spectacle de la 
Nature [Nature diſplayed], as tranſlated by Mr Humphreys ; 
which laſt work he read with a peculiar ſatisfaction. Nor was 
he leſs delighted by the Eſay on Pope's Odyſſey, written by the 
Rev. Mr Spence, now Prebendary of Durham; to which ele- 
gant and judicious diſcourſe Mr Hervey often acknowledged 
that he owed morcof his improvement in ſtyle and compoſition, 
than to any other, which he had ever read. 

In 1734, at the perſuaſion of a much valued friend, he be- 

gan 
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gan to learn the Hebrew language without any teacher, by the 
Weſtminſter grammar itſelf; but ſoon found that grammar too 
conciſe and difficult for the inſtruction of a learner ; and there- 
fore then deſpaired of ever attaining a competent knowledge in 
the Hebrew, though he afterwards made himſelf ſo thorough a 
maſter of that ſacred language. 

It appears from his letters to his ſiſter in 1733 and 1734, that 
though he then ſhewed a pious and ſerious turn; yet 
letters either ſpeak a language different from free grace, for 
which we find he was afterwards ſo powerful an advocate, or at 
leaſt they treat very confuſedly of it. 'The truth is, he was then 
a ſtranger to, and had ſtrong prepoſſeſſions againſt the doctrine 
of juſtification by faith in imputed righteouſneſs. And he ac. 
knowledges, in a note on his Deſcant upon Creation, that Mr 
Jenks's excellent treatiſe, entitled, Submiſſion to the righteouſneſs 
of God, was the inſtrument of removing his prejudices, and re- 
ducing him to a better judgment *, 

He entered into holy orders, as ſoon as his age, and the ca- 
nons of the church, would allow. And though the preciſe 
time of his taking orders cannot be aſcertained, yet it appears 
to have been in the end of 1736 or beginning of 1737; at leaſt, 
it appears from one of his letters, that he' had a curacy in the 
beginning of the latter year, Whilſt he was at Oxford, he had 
a {mall exhibition of about 20 1. a-year; and when he was or- 
dained, his father preſſed him very much to take ſome curacy, 
in or near Oxford, and to hold his exhibition: but this he 
would by no means comply with, thinking it an injuſtice to de- 
tain it, after he was in orders, from another perſon, who might 
more want the benefit of that proviſion. On his leaving Ox- 
ford in 1736, he went to his father, and became his curate. 
He afterwards went to London; and, after ſtaying ſome time 
there, became curate at Dummer. Here he continued about 
twelve months ; and, upon his leaving that curacy, in the year 
1738, he was invited and went to Stoke-Abbey, in Devonſhire, 
the ſeat of his worthy friend, the late Paul Orchard, Eſqz 


„ This excellent treatiſe, entitled, Submiſion to the righteouſur/e 
of God; or, The neceſſity of truſting to a better righteouſne/# than 
our own, with Mr Hervey's recommendation prefixed, may be had 
the publiſhers of this work, at WT price of 8d. bound. 
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Here he lived upwards of two years, in great eſteem and friend - 


'ſhip with that worthy gentleman, who valued him very much 
for his piety. A remarkable proof of the great regard he had 


for him on that account, he ſhewed on the following occaſion, 
When his eldeſt ſon, the preſent Paul Orchard, Eſq; to whom 
the ſecond volume of his Meditations is dedicated, was to be 
baptized, he inſiſted that Mr Hervey ſhould be one of his god- 
fathers, that he might have an eye to his Chriſtian education ; 


and this he did in preference to many gentlemen of large e- 
. ſtates in that neighbourhood, who would have thought them- 


ſelves honoured to have ſtood ſponſors for Mr Orchard's ſon. 
In the year 1740, he undertook the curacy of Biddeford, 
fourteen miles from Stoke-Abbey, where he lived greatly be- 


loved by his people. His congregation was large, though his 


ſtipend was ſmall: his friends, therefore, made a collection 
yearly for him, which raiſed his income to 601. per annum, fo 
highly did they eſteem him. At Biddeford he was curate a- 


bout two years and a half, and remained ſo until there was a 


new rector of that church, who diſmiſſed Mr Hervey from his 


curacy, againſt the united requeſts of his pariſhioners, who of- 
fered to maintain him at their own expence. During the time 


that Mr Hervey lived in the weſt, viz. from 1738, till the lat- 


ter end of 1743, his family heard very little of him, by reaſon 


of the great diſtance he was from them; though he laboured 
diligently in the ſervice of his Maſter. Here it was that he 
planned his Meditations, and probably wrote ſome part of 
them. He fays in his firſt volume of Meditations, that it was 
on a ride to Kilkhampton, in Cornwall, that he went into the 
church, where he lays the ſcene of his Meditations among the 
tombs, 

In Auguſt 1743, or thereabouts, he returned from Bidde- 


ford to Weſton-Favell, leaving behind him many diſconſolate 


friends, and officiated as curate to his father. Here he paid 
the greateſt attention to his duty, and faithfully preached tho 
' goſpel of Chriſt. 

The firſt of his writings which raiſed the attention of the 
public, was his Meditations among the tombs, Refleftions on a 
flower-garden, and, a Deſcant on creation, publiſhed in February 
1745-6. Of this kind of aps we had before an example 
| from 
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from no leſs a man than the great philoſopher Mr Boyle e, in 
his Occaſional reflection, on ſeveral ſubjecta, written in his 
younger years. | 

Mr Hervey's performance was ſo well received by the pu- 
blic, that it has already paſſed through about twenty editions in 
London, beſides many ſurreptitious ones in Scotland and Ire- 
land. A ſecond volume, containing Contemplat ions on the night 
and flarry heavens, and, A winter-piece, was publiſhed in De- 
cember 1747 +. 

In June 1750, his health being much impaired by his great, 
attention to duty, and his family and friends judging that the 
change of air might be of benefit to him, they formed a 
deſign, which they executed, of conveying him to London, 
under a pretence of his riding a few miles in a friend's poſt- 
chaiſe, who was going thither, and of which he pleaſantly com- 
plains in a letter, dated June 28. 1750, to a friend upon his 
arrival there. 

He ſtaid ia London until April or May 1752, during which 
time he was viſited with a ſevere fickneſs, which had well nigh 
put a period to his painful life, But he recovered; and, upon 
kis father's death in 1752, he returned to Weſton, where he 
conſtantly reſided till his death, 

Mr Hervey took his degree of Maſter of Arts, at Cambridge, 
in 1752, when he entered at Clare-hall ; and as he was of ſuf- 
ficient ſtanding at Oxford, he ſtaid only the few days required 
by the ſtatutes to perform the univerſity-exerciſe. 

It may be thought ſtrange, that he who had refuſed to hold 
his exhibition at Oxford, along with a curacy, ſhould, upon his 
father's 


See Boyle's Ls, on the late Dr Birch. 
+ There are few sin the Engliſh language, which in ſo ſhort 
a time have ever paſſed through foch numerous and very |] edi- 
tions, as Mr Hervey's Meditations ; which not only pleaſe, but im- 
rove us ; and were written with a view of familiarizing to our minds 
thoſe ſublime objects, which will be the STupy and DELicar of a 
glorious ETzxxxitY. How many have they tranſportingly entertained 
in their retirements and lonely walks, and how often elevated them to 
thoſe lofty heights, from whence they could look down on all things 
below (the delights of good mens friendſhip excepted) with an eaſy in- 
difference! A Rrrain of the moſt ſerious picty and ardent devotion runs 


* 
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father's death, accept of the two livings of Weſton-Favell and 
Collingtree, and hold them during his life. It was very far 
from being his choice, and it was what he had for a long time 
refuſed to do. He was determined againſt being a pluraliſt ; 
and notwithſtanding his father kept him at Ox'ord, with a de- 
fign, that he ſhould take his degree of Maſter of Arts, and 
conſtantly urged him to do it; yet he could not be perſuaded 
to yield to ſuch a requeſt, though he was of a ſufficient ftand- 
ing to have taken the ſame, looking upon that ſtep as a qualifi- 
cation intended for his future holding both his father's livings. 
When his father died, he remained determined to have Weſton- 


Favell only: and this he frequently declared to his family and 


friends, and refuſed to accept of Collingtree, or to qualify 
himſelf for the ſame; inſomuch that it was in danger of la- 
pſing to the Biſhop, Butlat length, through the earneſt and 
conſtant entreaties of his family, and of his friends, who, un- 
known to him, had ſent to, and procured from Oxford, the 
neceſſary certificates of his being a Bachelor of Arts, in order 
to his taking his Maſter's degree at Cambridge, he was, after 
much importunity, prevailed on to comply with their requeſts, 
hoping that he might be thereby enabled to do ſo much the 
more good. And when he waited upon Dr Thomas, the then 
Biſhop of Peterborough, for inſtitution to Collingtree, which 
was near fix months after he had been inducted into Weſton, - 
he ſaid to him, I ſuppoſe your Lordſhip will be ſurpriſed to 
«« ſee James Hervey come to deſire your Lordſhipto permit him to 
« beapluraliſt ; but I aſſure you, Ido it to ſatisfy the repeated ſoli- 
0 citations of my mother and my ſiſter, and not topleaſe myſelf.” 
In November 17 52, he publiſhed his Remarks on Lord Boling- 
broke's letters on the fludy and uſe of hiflory, ſo far as they relate 
to the hiſtory of the Old Teftament, and eſpecially to the caſe of 
Neah, — curſe upon Canaan : . 
quality 7. 
through them. and they tend to inculcate ſome of the moſt en 
ing doctrines of 4 2 pel, ſuch as the neceſſity of regeneration, the 


utter impotency of fallen man to help himſelf, the efficacy of the 
of God for that purpoſe, and the juſtification of a guilty finner 

h faith in tee blood of Chriſt. 
Rev. Mr Peter Whalley, Vicar of St Sepulchre' s, in North» 
4 — 3 * — to this * of Mr 
Hervey's, 
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The year following, having been called upon to preach, on 
the 10th of May, the ſermon at the viſitation of the Rev. Dr 
John Browne, Archdeacon of Northampton, at All-Saints 
church in that town ; he permitted it, the ſame year, for the be- 
nefit of a poor diſeaſed child, to be printed, under the title of 
The croſs of Chriſt the Chriftian's glory. He had preached be- 
fore this another ſermon at the ſame church, which he had 
been ſolicited ro print; but could not then be prevailed upon 
to do it : but fince his death it has been publiſhed under the ti- 
tle of The miniftry of reconciliation, &c, * | 

The ſame year he wrote a recommendatory preface to Burn- 
ham's Pious Memorials ; or, The power of religion on the mind in 
fickneſs, and at death; exemplified by the experience of many 
eminent perſons at thoſe important ſeaſons. 

His Theron and Aſpaſio, publiſhed in January 17535, in three 
volumes Octavo, met with the ſame approbation from the pu- 
blic as his Meditations ; and the demand for this work likewiſe 
was very uncommon ; it having paſſed through three editions 
in one year +. - | 

In 1756, Mr Hervey being informed of the defign of re- 
printing The goſpel-myſtery of ſanctiſcation, by the Rev. Mr 
Walter Marſhall, and of prefixing to it, by way of recommen- 
dation, what he had ſaid in its favour in Theron and Aſpaſio, 
he wrote a letter, dated Nov. 5. 1756, to his bookſeller, gi- 

1 ving 


Hervey's, a vindication of the evidences and authenticity of the 
pel from the objections of the late Lord Bolingbroke. | 
A defence of this ſermon from the groundleſs objections raiſed a- 
gainſt it by ſome inconſiderate readers, will be found among Mr Her- 
s trafts in this edition. ' 
+ This is the moſt valuable book, written in any lan nage, on that 
grand and diſtinguiſhing doctrine of Chriſtianity, the juſtification of 
a finner before God by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to him 
which ſpreads itſelf through the whole ſyſtem of divinity ; and which 
Luther juftly calls articulus fantis vel cadentis ecclefie. * Mr Her- 
vey's own words, the beauty and excellency of the criptures, — the 
« ruin and depravity of human nature. —its happy recovery, founded 
% on the atonement, and effected by the Spirit of Chriſt, —are ſome 
« of the chief points vindicated, illuſtrated, and applied in this work, 
% —But the grand article; that which makes the principal figure, is 


4 the 1MPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS of our divine ; from whence 
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ving his conſent, and enlarging on that recommendation, 'This 
he did the more readily, as Mr Marſhall's book might (for ſo 
he has declared) be looked upon as no improper ſupplement to 
the dialogues and letters contained in Theron and Aſpaſio. 
His Theron and Aſpaſio was attacked by ſeveral writers, par- 
ticularly by Mr Robert Sandeman a congregational preacher at 
Edinburgh, in a book, entitled, Letters on Theron and Aſpaſio ; 
wherein the doctrine of the goſpel, under the title of the po- 
pular doctrine, is moſt abominably miſrepreſented, and its ten- 
dency aſperſed. The Arminians too objected to that work; 
and Mr John Weſley in particular wrote againſt it, Mr Cud- 
worth wrote a defence of Theron and Aſpaſio; and Mr David 
Wilſon, miniſter of the Scots congregation in Bow-lane, Lon- 
don, publiſhed a book, entitled, Palemon's creed reviewed, &c. 
in which he vindicates Mr Hervey's doctrine, and expoſes that 
of Mr Sandeman. 
Mr Hervey's own defence of Theron and Aſpaſio againſt the 
objections of Mr John Weſley, was tranſcribed fair for the preſs 
from his ſhort-hand copy, within a few pages; and would have 
been publiſhed in a volume of the fame ſize with Theron and 
Aſpatio, had he lived a few weeks longer. The manuſcript 
was left in the poſſeſſion of his brother Mr William Hervey, 
wine-merchant in Miles's-lane, London ; who publiſhed it in 
1766, for the reaſons given by him in a preface prefixed to it “. 
In Auguſt 1757, Mr Hervey obliged the public with three 
ſermons preached by him on the late public faſt-days. To 
which, in the third edition, in 1759, were added his viſitation- 
ſermon preached in 1753 ; his poſthumous ſermon on the mi- 
niſtry of reconciliation ; and his conſiderations on the prevail- 


ing cuſtom of viſiting on Sundays. In a poſterior edition of 


«« ariſes our juſtification before God, and our title to every heavenly 
„ blefling : An article, which, though eminent for its importance, 
« ſeems to be little underſtood, and lefs regarded; if not much miſ- 
„ taken, and almoſt forgotten.” | 

® This treatiſe contains the beſt, the moſt evangelical, and the moſt 
elaborate account of that righteouſneſs, which is imputed to a finner 
for his juſtification ; 'and will be read with the higheſt delight, by e- 
very one that adores the Son of God 2s the Lord our righteou/- 


neſs. 
theſe 
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theſe were given his Remarks on Lord Bolingbroke's letters, 
and a treatiſe on the religious education of daughters “. 

In the ſame year likewiſe, he publiſhed a new edition of his 
favourite author, Mr Jenks's Meditations, in two volumes Oc- 
tavo;z to which he wrote a very ſtrong recommendatory preface, 
ſhewing the uſe of thoſe meditations, and the reaſons for ſuch 
republication f. 

He intended to have wrote a treatiſe on goſpel-holineſs, as a 
ſupplement to Theron and Aſpaſio; and actually wrote a ve- 
ry excellent and judicious plan of it, which he communicated 
in letters to ſome of his correſpondents ; but he did not live to 
finiſh it, to the very great loſs of the public, 

His labours, both in his miniſterial office, and in his ſtudy, 
were purſued by him as long as poſſible, under the diſadvan- 
tage of a very weak conſtitution of body; which, together 
with the ſeverity of his laſt illneſs, he ſupported not only with 
incredible patience, but without a ſingle expreſſion of peeviſh- 
neſs. That illneſs had long been coming on him; but greatly 
increaſed in the beginning of October 1758, and grew very 
formidable in the December following. For on Sabbath the 
3d of that month, in the evening, after prayer in his family, 
he ſeemed to be arreſted by the meſſenger of death; fo that 
the united aſſiſtance of his ſiſter and ſervant, with difficulty, 
enabled him to get up ſtairs into his room, from whence he 
never came. down, His illneſs gaining ground every day, he 
ſoon became ſenſible that his end was approaching. He had 
frequent and violent returns of the cramp, which gave him 
moſt acute pain. He had likewiſe a hectic cough, which af- 
flicted him ſo grievouſly in the night, that he could ſeldom lie 


® Theſe ſermons and tracts are fo valuable and exce!l-nt, that ev 
one who reads them, will.lament that he did not enrich the library of 
Chriſtianity with more of thoſe precious treaſures ; which ſhew the 
accompliſhed gentleman, the learned ſcholar, the orthodox divine, the 
pious Chriſtian, the champion for the diſtinguiſhing doArines of Chri- 
Ys and the foe to ſelf-dependence, and every ſpecies of vice and 
infidelity. | 

+ This preface, with that to Burnham's pious memorials, his letter 
to the publiſher of Marſhall on ſanRtification, one to the publiſher of 
Mr Traill's works, &c. &c, are annexed to his tracts in this edition. 
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in bed till four * in the morning; and was often obliged to 
riſe at two, eſpecially as opium (how much ſoever guarded by 
other medicines) would not agree with him. On the 15th of 
that month, he complained of a pain in his fide; for which, 
at his own defire, he was blooded, though his phyſician Dr 
Stonhouſe, in whom he placed the greateſt confidence, had 
objected to it, apprehending him too weak to bear any evacua- 
tion of that kind. When the ſurgeon came, he could ſcarce- 
ly perceive any pulſation, and therefore took away no more 
than four ounces of blood ; intimating to his relations and 
friends, that the caſe was deſperate, and that he had blooded 
him very unwillingly, and merely to fatisfy Mr Hervey's defire, 
who had ſome hope that the pain might poſſibly be relieved by 
it. His curate, the Rev. Mr Abraham Maddock, being much 
with him in the afternoon of that day, Mr Hervey ſpoke to 
him in ſtrong and pathetic terms of his aſſurance of faith, 
and of the great love of God in Chriſt. «© O“ faid he, 
„hat has Chriſt, how much has Chriſt done for me; and 
& how little have I done for ſo loving a Saviour! If I preach- 
c ed even once a-week, it was at laſt a burden to me. I have 
* not viſited the people of my pariſh, as I ought to have 
* done; and thus have preached, as it were, from houſe to 
* houſe. I have not taken every opportunity of ſpeaking for 
% Chriſt.” | 

Theſe expreſſions being accompanied with tears, which were 
too viſible not to be obſerved ; and leſt his tears ſhould be miſ- 
interpreted, as they had been converſing about his expected 
end, and of his aſſurance of happineſs, he proceeded thus: 
4 Do not think, that I am afraid to die. I affure you I am 


not. I know what my Saviour hath done for me, and I 


* want to be gone, But I wonder and lament to think of the 
& love of Chriſt in doing ſo much for me; and how little I 
* have done for him.“ And in another converſation, dif- 
courſing likewiſe of his approaching diſſolution, which he did 
with the utmoſt calmneſs and ſerenity ; and of the little which we 
know of God's word; he ſaid, How many precious texts are 


chere big with the moſt rich truths of Chriſt, which we can- 


* When Mr Hervey was in tolerable health, he rarely lay in bed 


after fix, even in the winter ; and roſe ſtill earlier in the ſummer. p 
not 
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% not comprehend, which we know nothing of; and of 
« thoſe we do know, how few do we remember? Bonus textuarius 
« eft bonus theologus. ©* A good textuary is a good divine; and 
that is the armour ; the word of God is the ſword. Thoſe 
texts are the weapons, which I muſt uſe, when that ſubtile 
« ſpirit, that arch-adverſary of mankind, comes to tempt 
and ſift me in my laſt conflict. Surely I had need be well 
provided with theſe weapons; I had need have my quiver 
« full of them, to anſwer Satan with texts out of the word 
of God, when he aſſaults me. Thus did Chriſt when he 
« was tempted in the wilderneſs.” 

On the 19th the pains of his body abated, and he grew 
drowſy and lethargic ; but in the night following his imme- 
diate death was apprehended. 

The next day, the 2oth, he was viſited by Dr Stonhouſe, 
who declared, that, in his opinion, Mr Hervey could not live 


above three or four days; and happening to ſpeak of the ma- 


ny conſolations through Chriſt, which a good man enjoys in 
the proſpect of death, and diſcourſing on the emptineſs of 
worldly honour to an immortal, and on the unprofitableneſs 
of riches tothe irreligious; Mr Hervey replied, True, Doctor, 
** true; the only valuable treaſures are in heaven. What 


« would it avail me now to be Archbiſhop of Canterbury? 


+ Diſeaſe would ſhew no reſpect to my mitre. That pre- 
late “ is not only very great, but, I am told, he has reli- 


gion really at heart. Yet it is godlineſs, and not grandeur, * 


that will avail. him hereafter. The goſpel is offered to me 
a poor country parſon, the ſame as to his Grace. Chriſt makes 
no difference between us. Oh ! why then do miniſters thus 
«« neglect the charge of ſo kind a Saviour; fawn upon the 
great, and hunt after worldly preferments with ſo much 
* eagerneſs, to the diſgrace of our order? Theſe, theſe are 
« the things, Doctor, and not our poverty, or obſcurity, which 
«« render the clergy ſo juſtly contemptible to the worldlings. 
No wonder the ſervice of our church, grieved I am to ſay 


« it, is become ſuch a formal lifeleſs thing, ſince it is, alas! 


too generally executed by perſons dead to godlineſs in all their 
converſation; whoſe indifference to religion, and worldly- 


* The late Dr Thomas Secker, who died Aug. 3. 1768. 
« minded 


* 
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* minded behaviour, proclaim the little regard they pay to the 
«« doctrines of the Lord, who bought them.” 

When the Doctor was going away, Mr Hervey, with great 
tenderneſs, obſerved to him, that as not long ago he had a 
dangerous fall from his horſe, by which he was much brui- 
ſed; and as he had been lately ill, and then looked very pale, 
he hoped he would think on theſe narrow eſcapes, ſo often 
fatal to. others, as a kind of warning from God to him, and 
remember them as ſuch; adding, How careful ought we to be 
to improve thoſe years which remain, at a tune of life, when 
but few can remain for us “?“ | 

The day before his death, Mr Hervey went a few ſteps a- 
croſs his room; but immediately finding his ſtrength failing him, 
he ſunk rather than fell down ; his fall being broken by his 
fiſter, who, obſerving his weakneſs, ran and caught him; but 
he fainted away, and was in all appearance dead, it being a 
conſiderable time before any pulſe could be perceived. When 
he came to himſelf, his brother Mr William Hervey, who 
was come from London to viſit him, ſaid, © We were afraid 
« you was gone.” He anſwered, © I with I had,” And well 
he might with ſo, for his ſtrength was quite exauſted, his body 
extremely emaciated, and his bones ſo ſore, that he could not 
bear any one to touch him, when it was neceflary to move 
him about. Yet, under all this calamity, he was ever prai- 
ſing God for his mercies +, and, for enduing him with pa- 
tience 1. 

Dr Stonhouſe and Mr Hervey being then between forty and fifty 
years old. The Doctor lately entered into holy orders in the church 
of * cos aud has got a good living in the country. 

+ He never received a bit of lemon to moiſten his mouth, without 
thanking God for his bounty and goodneſs, in creating ſo many helps 
and refreſhments to a fick and decaying body. 

+ A few years ago Mr Hervey had a terrible fever at his brother 
William's houſe, in which he had ſeveral bliſters. On this occafion 
Mr William Hervey wrote as follows to one of his intimate friends. 
My brother is indeed an example of patience. ——He has not ſpoke 
« (during the whole of his ſevere illneſs) one ſingle word of peeviſh- 
« neſs. —l am perſuaded he prays for you, and remembers you now 


4 he lies ſick upon his bed. I hope this will find you and yours well, 
66 walking in * fear of the Lord, and the comforts of his Holy 


« Spire. "i 
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On the 25th (Chriſtmas-day), on which he died, Mr Mad- 
dock paying him his morning-vifit, Mr Hervey lifted up his 
head, and opened his eyes, as he fat in his eaſy chair, (for he 
could not lie in bed), to ſee who it was, and ſaid, “ Sir, I 
cannot talk with you.” He complained much all this day of a 
great inward conflict which he had, laying his hand upon his 
breaſt, and ſaying, O] you know not how great a conflict I 
* have,” During this time, he almoſt conſtantly lifted up 
his eyes towards heaven, with his hands claſped together in a 
praying form, and ſaid, two or three times, © When this 
great conflict is over, then“ but ſaid no more; though 
it was underſtood he meant that then he ſhould go to reſt.” 

Dr Stonhouſe came to him about three hours before he ex- 
pired. Mr Hervey urged ſtrongly and affectionately to the 
Doctor the importance and care of his everlaſting concerns, as 
here is no abiding place ; and entreated him not to be over- 
charged with the cares of this life “, but to attend, amidſt the 
multiplicity of his buſineſs, to the © one thing neediul :“ 


Which done, the pooreſt can no wants endure, 
And which not done, the richeſt muſt be poor f. Por BE. 


The Doctor ſeeing the great difficulty and pain with which 
he ſpoke, (for he was almoſt ſuffocated with phlegm and fre- 
quent vomitings), and finding, by his pulſe, that the pangs of 
death were then coming on, deſired that he would ſpare him- 
ſelf. © No,” ſaid he, Doctor, no; you tell me I have but 
« a few moments to live, O] let me ſpend them in adoring 
„ our great Redeemer.” He then repeated the 26th verſe of 
Pal. Ixxiii, Though my fleſb and my heart fail me, yet God is the 

ftrength of my heart, and my portion for ever: and he expa- 
tiated in a moſt ſtriking manner on theſe words of Paul, 
1 Cor. iii. 22. 23. All things are yours ; life and death; for ye 
are Chrift's ||. Here,“ ſays he, © is the treaſure of a Chri- 

® See Luke xxi. 34. + Luke x. 42. 

t Mr Hervey uſed frequently to repeat theſe lines with doch an em- 
phaſis, and ſignificant look, as conveyed their i important meaning in 
a manner not eaſily to be fo 

|| This paſſage is fin dase © in a very inſtrufttive manner by Dr 
Doddridge, in his Family-expofitor, and contains the ſubſtance of 

what Mr Hervey faid, and to Which he referred. « i | 
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1 ſtian. Death is reckoned among this inventory; and a noble 
c treaſure it is. How thankful am I for death, as it is the 
*« paſſage through which I paſs to the Lord and Giver of e- 
*« ternal life; and as it frees me from all this miſery you now 
« ſee me endure, and which I am willing to endufe, as long 
as God thinks fit; for I know, he will by and by, in his own 
« good time, diſmiſs me from the body, Theſe light afflictions 
are but for a moment, and then comes an eternal weight of 
* glory. Ol welcome, welcome death — Thou mayſt well be 
« reckoned among the treaſures of the Chriſtian, To live is 
« Chriſt, but to die is gain,” After which, as the Doctor 
was taking his final leave of him, Mr Hervey exprefſed great 
gratitude for his viſits, though it had been long out of the 
power of medicines to cure him. He then pauſed a little, and 
with great ſerenity and ſweetneſs in his countenance, though the 
pangs of death were upon him, being raiſed a little in his 
chair, repeated thoſe words, Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant 
dliepart in peace, according to thy moſt holy and comfortable word, 
for mine eyes have ſeen thy precious falvation. © Here, Doc- 
tor, is my cordial! What are all the cordials given to ſup- 
port the dying, in compariſon of that which arifes from the 
« promiſes of ſalvation by Chriſt ? This, this ſupports me.” 
About three o'clock he ſaid, The great conflict is over.— 
* Now all is done.” After which he ſcarce ſpoke any other 

words intelligibly, except now and then precious ſalvation. | 
During the laſt hour he ſaid nothing, but leaned his head 
againſt the fide of an eaſy chair, and without a ſigh, groan, 
ſtruggle, or the leaſt emotion in the world, he ſhut his eyes, 
and died, between four and five in the afternoon, on Chriſtmas- 
day 1758, in the forty-fifth year of his age. God grant, 
that we may all live the life, and die the death of the righ- 

reous ;—and that our laſt end may be like his. 

When his body was conveyed to church, it was alin by 
his expreſs defire, with the poor's pall, and he was buricd under 
the middle of the communion-table in the chancel of Weiton- 
Favell church, on Friday Dec. 28. in the preſence of a nume. 
rous congregation, full of regret for the loſs of ſo excellent a 
paſtor. . His funeral was indeed a moſt awful and very affecting 
fight —Mr Maddock his curate, who buried him, was himſelf 
in 
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in tears—Some were wringing their hands, others ſobbing, 
many were ſilently weeping, but all were inwardly and ſincerely 
grieved, as their looks ſufficiently teſtified ;—and his attendants 
then bore a vifible witneſs, that he had not been altogether un- 
ſerviceable in his generation.— The poor thankfully acknow- 
ledged it; and, as they looked into his grave, ſeemed to ſay 
within themſelves, There lies the man whoſe unwearied kind- 
* neſs was the conſtant relief of my various diſtrefſes ; who 
“ tenderly viſited my languiſhing bed, and readily ſupplied 
« my indigent circumſtances.” Others, once ignorant and 
ungodly, looked at his grave, and ſeemed by their expreſſive 
ſighs to ſay, Here are the laſt remains of that ſincere friend 
« who watched for my ſoul, I tremble to think into what 
«« irretrievable ruin I might quickly have been plunged, had 
* not his faithful admonitions and repeated exhorratipns ar- 
«« reſted me in the wild carcer. I was then unacquainted with 
* the goſpel of peace; but now enlightened by his inſtruc- 
* tions, I ſee the all-ſufficiency of my Saviour. His diſcourſes 
are ſtill warm on my heart, and I truſt will be more and more 
operative on my life *.“ | 

It may truly be ſaid of Mr Hervey, that few lives have ever 


been more heavenly, and few deaths more triumphant ——He . 


dicd inthe Lord, and is now at reſt; where even the wicked ceaſe 
from troubling. His name is recorded in the annals of eter- 
nity ; and the honours conferred on him by Chriſt, will for 
ever continue blooming and incorruptible in the world of glory. 

His character, both in his public and private capacity, was 
of the moſt exemplary kind. 

As a miniſter, he performed all the duties of that office 
with the greateſt ſtrictneſs. In the pulpit he was carneſt and 
fervent, and ſhewed that he felt the efficacy of what he preach · 
ed. Nor did he think it ſufficient to preach on the Lord's day 
only, but ſet up a weekly lecture every Wedneſday evening +, 
at Weſton-Favell church, which was very well attended. His 


See Meditations among the tombs, 


| + This lecture was held during the winter half-year at ſeven, as it 

did not then interfere with the work of the Cn people; and he 

illuminated the church out of his own pocket, not chuſing to put the 

pariſh to any additional expence. : 08 
Z 
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zeal for the performance of his duty, was however, for ſome 
time before he died, much interrupted by the ill ſtate of his 
health, which would not permit him perſonally to take due 
care even of the pariſh of Weſton, where he reſided. A cir- 
cumſtance that gave him inexpreflible concern. The laſt two 


or three years of his life he could ſcarce do any thing more 


than preach once on the Lord's day, when people from many 
miles around flocked to hear him, His Wedneſday evening-lec- 
ture at ſeven he diſcontinued for the laſt year. He had not 
been able for ſome time to preach at Collingtree “, or to vi- 
fit his pariſhioners at their own houſes, as his cuſtom had been: 


but he encouraged them to come to him, and to converſe free- 


ly on the ſubjects relating to their eternal intereſts; and on ſuch 
occaſions he would ſpeak with a force and propriety peculiar to 
himſelf. He would frequently lament his inability to ſerve his 
people, comparing himſelf to a bleeding diſabled ſoldier, and 
only not ſlain. 

He always preached without notes, except on ſome very parti- 
cular occaſions; but his method was judicious, clear, and not 
encumbered with too many ſubdivifions. His weakneſs render- 
ing him for ſeveral months before his death incapable of ſpeak- 


ing to his congregation as uſual, he ſhortened his diſcourſes, | 


and took a moſt uſeful method of inculcating his inſtructions: 
for after he had expounded his text, and divided his ſermon in- 
to two heads, (rarely into more, and never exceeding three), 
he would ſpeak briefly, and at the concluſion of each head 
enforce what he had faid, by a pertinent text of ſcripture, 
defiring his congregation (which was generally very numerous) 
to turn to their Bibles, and double down that text. Now,” 
added he, my dear brethern, if you forget my ſermon, 
you cannot forget God's word in this text, unleſs you wilful- 
I throw your Bibles aſide. Shew theſe to your children, or 
the abſent part of your family, when you return home.” 
Then he gave a ſtriking exhortation, and at the end of it 
another text for them to double down; ſo that they had al- 


* Weſton-Favell, and Collingtree, the two family-livings, are 
within five meaſured miles of each other; which Mr Hervey and his 
curate uſed to attend alternately, till his ill health confined him en- 
ticely to Weſton-Favell. 
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ways three texts : in order to their finding of which, he pauſed 
in the pulpit two or three minutes. This method was at- 
tended with another good effect: it obliged the generality of 
| his hearers to bring their Bibles along with them; for thoſe who 
were without a Bible loſt the benefit of the texts, and were un- 
employed, while the majority who had one were buſy in look- 
ing for the paſſages referred to in his ſermon. 
He endeavoured as much as poſſible to diveſt himſelf in his 
public diſcourſes of his uſual elegancy of ſtyle, and to adapt 
his language to the loweſt capacity., In this he followed the ex- 
ample of Luther, who in his Table-talk ſays, If in my 
«« preaching I were to pay a regard to Philip Melanchthon and 
* other learned divines, then I ſhould do little good. I preach 
in the plaineſt manner to the illiterate, and that gives content 
„ to all. Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, I ſpare till we learned 
ones come together.” Mr Hervey thought perſpicuous 
language and evangelical doctrine of much more importance to 
his pariſhioners, than elaborate or ornamented diſcourſes ; 
though few men living, perhaps, were more capable of ſatisfy- 
ing a polite or learned audience. | 
His method of catechiſing children in church, and of ſpeak- 
ing to them in private, was very engaging and uſeful. He 
would put little queſtions to them, after they had repeated the 
words of the catechiſm ; as for inſtance, ** Well, my little 
% maid, let me hear if you underſtand what you ſaid. If you 
„ do underſtand the meaning of theſe words, you will then 
„% be able to anſwer the queſtions I ſhall put to you *. He 
would at theſe times aſk not only ſuch queſtions as were ſuit- 
able to the words of the catechiſm, but alſo ſuch as would 
ſtrike at the capital vices of his pariſhioners, yet without giving 
_ Perſonal offence +. He 


* See ſome farther account of his manner of catechifing, in one of 
his letters. | 
+ Some of his parifhioners having lain in bed on a Sunday morning 
longer than he approved, —and others having been buſy in foddering 
their cattle when he was coming to church, and ſeveral having fre- 
nented the alehouſe, he thus catechiſed one of the children before 
e congregation : | 
Repeat me the fourth commandment—Now, little man, do you un- 
derſtand the meaning of this commandment ?—Yes, Sir,—Then, if 
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He did not forget that he was a miniſter in his houſe; for 
he worſhipped God with his family twice a-day. He ſupped at 
eight every night, and at nine he expounded a text of ſcrip- 
rure for about a quarter of an hour, and ſeldom longer, ex- 
cept when ſome friend was preſent, to whom he thought his 
diſcourſe might be uſeful, or when particularly requeſted to 
enlarge. After this he concluded with prayer. 

He breakfaſted at nine, and about eight he called his family 
together, and required each of his ſervants to repeat by heart 
the text which he had explained the preceding evening, and then 
he would recapitulate his expoſition : by which method, both his 
text and commentary were imprinted on their memories. After 
this he had prayers. 

In the afternoon, when he was called down to tea, he uſed 
to bring his Hebrew Bible or Greek Teſtament with him, and 
would ſpeak (as he was ever ſtudious how he might promote the 
glory of God, and improve time) cither upon one or more 
verſes, as occaſion offered, in the moſt inſtruftive and enter- 
taining manner imaginable, And in the ſummer-ſeaſon he 
would now and then drink tea, when his health would permit 
him, with ſome of his moſt ſerious pariſhioners; and then five 
or ſix of the neighbours were invited, and Mr Hervey's con- 
verſation was remarkably affecting, as he had a happy talent 
at ſpiritualizing almoſt every incident, and was naturally of a 
moſt obliging and chearful diſpoſition. - 

He was a member of an aſſembly formed for Chriſtian im- 
provement, which was eſtabliſhed in his neighbourhood on the 

will be able to anſwer me theſe queſtions. — 

ear ter Furr who lie in bed till eight or _ 
in the morning, inſtead of riſing to ſay their and read the 
Bible? No, Sir. Do thoſe keep the Sabbath who fodder their cattle, 
when other people are going to church? No, Sir. Does God Al- 
mighty blefs ſuch people as go to alehouſes, and don't mind the in- 
ſtructions of their miniſter ? No, Sir, Don't thoſe who love God 
read the Bible to their families, particularly on Sunday evenings, and 
have prayers every morning and night in their houſes? Yes, Sir. 
A great variety of ſuch pertinent and familiar queitions he would fre- 
quently aſk in the moſt engaging manner, on every part of the cace- 


chiſm, as he thought moſt conducive to the improvement and refor- 
mation of his parith. 
th 
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th of July 1747, and conſtantly attended it ſo long as he was 
able to ride to the place of meeting. A ſhort account of the 
rules of this afſembly is given at the end of his tracts, together 
with two prayers compoſed by him for the uſe of the members 
thereof, 

In the exerciſe of his charity, Mr Hervey choſe to clothe the 
poor rather than to give them money ; and he would get ſome 
Judicious perſon to buy linen, coarſe cloth, ſtockings, ſhoes, 
&c, for them at the beſt hand; alleging that the poor could 
not purchaſe on ſuch good terms what they wanted at the little 
ſhops, and with ſmall ſums of money. * I am,” ſaid he, 
& God's ſteward for the poor, and I muſt huſband the little 
« pittance I have to beſtow upon them, and make it go as far 
** as poſſible.” But when money would be really ſerviceable to 
a family, as to a prudent houſekeeper, diſtreſſed by ſickneſs or 
misfortunes, he would give five or more guineas at a time; 
taking care that it ſhould not be known whence the money 
came, Pope's compliment to Mr Allen of Bath, might be 


juſtly applied to him, who would | 
De goed by ſtealth, and bluſh to find it fame. 


He was particularly defirous of getting the advice of a phy- 
ficiant (or at leaſt of fome judicious apothecary) for the ſick 
poor; and was ever ready to procure them the very beſt me- 
dieines. A moft beneficial fort of charity to mankind ; and in 
which it were to be wiſhed he had many imitators ——He 
would frequently petition fach phyſicians of his acquaintance 
in different parts of the kingdom, as he apprehended thus 
charitably diſpoſed, to give their advice occafionally, when they 
rode through a town, to ſuch poor creatures as the clergyman 
of the place, or ſome fabſtantial inhabirant, ſhould recont- 
mend as real objects of compaſſion. Mr Hervey would then 
with great pleaſure, and with as much gratitude to the phytician, 
i if done to himtfelf, defray the expence of what medicines - 
were wanted, He greatly diſapproved indeed of the clergy's at- 
tempting to give medicines to their pariſhioners ; as he judici- 
ouſly inferred, that it was impoſſible for them to do it with the 
requiſite judgment. Let my brethren,” he would tay, 


give them wine, bread, or beer, "ES 
B 2 «© made 


xx The LIF E of the 


* made for them; but medicines are of too important a na; 
« ture to be given indiſcriminately.“ He obſerved, that by 
his own method the fick poor had the very beſt medicines, as the 
phyſician ſaw them himſelf, and bought them very cheap, be- 
cauſe the apothecary, knowing they were for charitable uſes» 
charged the phyſician for them no more than prime coſt “, with 
ſome little allowance merely for his trouble in compounding them; 
and as the phyſician knew what diſeaſes were curable, there was 
no waſte of medicines in fruitleſs attempts to cure caſes, which, 
though actually incurable, perſons of leſs judgment could not 
pronounce to be ſo. i 
Hle gave away a great number of good books, with ſuitable 
inſtructions for their uſe ; and eſpecially Bibles. In the blank 
leaf he frequently wrote ſomething capable of making an impreſ- 
fion, or elſe ſtuck in a printed paper relating to the promiſes 
of God, in and through Jeſus Chriſt, or to creation, preſer- 
vation, and redemption +. 

All the future profits of his works he has left to ſome of the 
charitable uſes above ſpecified, except his Meditations ; the co- 
py of which he had ſold, after it had paſſed through ſeveral e- 
ditions ; which ſale of the copy, and the profits of the for- 
mer impeſſions, amounted to about 700 l. all of which he gave 
away in charity. He ſaid, that it was devoted to God, and 
that he would on no account apply it to worldly uſes ; that he 
wrote not for profit or fame, but to ſerve the cauſe of God ; 
and as Providence had bleſſed his attempt, he thought himſelt 
bound to relieve the diſtreſſes of his fellow-creatures with it. 

In any expences relating to himſelf, he was extremely frugal, 
that he might be liberal to others; and it was always bis deſire 
to die/ juſt even with the world. I will be my own executor,” 
ſaid he And as he died on Chriſtimas-day, his fund expired 
almoſt with his life, What little remained, he deſired might be 
given in warm cloathing to the poor in that ſevere ſeaſon. 

To theſe inſtances of his charity, we may properly add an 


Whenever he ſolicited the aſſiſtance of apothecaries on theſe cha- 
ritable occafions, he defired the favour of them to relinquiſh their u- 
ſual profits ; promiſing, on that condition, to repay what they might 
be out of pocket. 

See a copy of this printed paper among his tracts. 

IA incident, 
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incident, which, how trifling ſoever in itſelf, yet affords a ve- 
ry ſtrong proof, not only of the benevolence of his heart, but 
of his regard to practical religion, and to the doing of every good 
work within his power. 

A day or two before his death, when he was reduced to ſuch 
extreme weakneſs as to be unable to read, and could with diffi- 
culty ſpeak, a little account being ſettled with him by a friend, 
on the balance of which he received 18 8. looking on the money 
with great indifference, he expreſſed himſelf to this effect: 
** would gladly diſpoſe of this ſmall ſum, in ſuch manner as may 
do the moſt good. It is the only act which I now am, and 
probably the laſt that I ſhall be, able to perform. Give your- 
&« {clf the trouble of looking amongſt theſe books, and you will 
« find Mr Richards's pamphlet“: at the latter end of which 


are, I remember, ſome hints concerning the means of pro- 
„ moting religion in ourſelves or others, which (even with 


* ſome additions and improvements, which you might eafily 
% make) will not fil more than a ſheet of paper +, and, if 


« ſtuck up ar framed, might be particularly uſeful in that 


« form. Let then ſuch a number of them be printed and 
<« given away, as this money will admit of.” —-His orders were 
properly executed ; and the evidences of ſuch an angelic tem- 
per were equally matter of edifieation and comfort to his friend, 
as this charitable legacy, if we may ſo call it, will be to all 
who receive and rightly uſe it. | 

This incident affords a ſtriking evidence of the-happy fruits 
and effects of his favourite doctrine and ſtrong expreſſions of 
the all-ſufficient righteouſneſs of Chriſt as the ſole requiſite 
to juſtification before God, and acceptance with him, and 
ſhews that indeed his faith wrought by love. No man had 
ever a greater diſregard for money; which he eſleemed un- 
worthy of his notice on any other account, than as it furniſh- 


This pamphlet (wrote by the Rev. Mr Richards of Northampton, 
and formerly of Trinity College, Oxford) is entitled, Hints for re- 
ligious converſation, with the afflited in mind, body, and eftate, and 
with ſuch others as ftand in need of ſpiritual afſiftance, eſpecially at the 
times when they are confined by fickne/s. 

e Hints, &c. which were printed in the ſingle ſhect of paper, 


are ſubjoined to Mr Hervey's tracts in this edition. 
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ed him with the means of doing good. Surely we may 
here borrow the ſentiment and expreſſion of the celebrated Mr 
Pope, and juſtly conclude, that 


He felt his ruling paſſion firong in death. | 
Mr Hervey was indeed too negligent of his dreſs, which, 


though it could not in the leaſt leſſen the reſpect paid to him in, 


his own pariſh, and neighbourhood, where he was fo well 
known, yet he would unqueſtionably have avoided it, if he 
had lived in a more public ſcene, where the decency and 


propriety of appearance are of much greater impartance. 


In learning he was inferior to few. Greek was almoſt as | 


familiar to him as his native language. He was a great maſter 
of the claſſics; and in the younger part of his life had written 
fome copies of verſes, which ſhewed no contemptible genius for 


poetry, He had a critical knowledge of the Hebrew tongue, 


and delighted in it. 
Wich reſpect to his private capacity, he was never known to 
be in a paſſion. He lived as in heaven. No worldly concerns 
(though he ſometimes met with very trying ones) eve affected 
him. His humility rendered him invulnerable.——When he 
was miſrepreſented and calumniated, he would ſay, Our e- 
* nemies are ſometimes our beſt friends, and tell us truths ; 
« and then we ſhould amend our faults, and be thankful for 
« ſuch information: and if what they ſay be not true, and 
ooh ſpoke through malice, then ſuch perſons are to be 

* conſidered as diſeaſed in their minds, and that he would 

« pray for them. They are to be pitied, fays he, and I might 
« be as juſtly angry with a man, who is diſeaſed in his 
4 body. ” 

All this he ſpoke with humility, ſeriouſneſs, and fweetneſs ; 
for it was the language of his heart, and not of affectation. In 
his ordinary tranſactions with others, he was ever cheerful, 


punctual, juſt, and candid to perſons of every denomina- 


tion, 


He frequently wrote religious letters to his acquaintance ac- 


cording to their different circumſtances, in the moſt amiable 
and convincing manner ; and he ſeemed to make it almoſt an 


invariable rule, not to write à letter on any occaſion, without 
at 
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at leaſt one pious ſentence * in it; and that not introduced 
in a forced and awkward manner, but interwoven ſo as to ap- 
pear naturally to ariſe from the ſubject. Of this kind ſome 
ſpecimens may be ſeen in the note at the bottom of the 
page f. 

Notwithſtanding Mr Hervey lived a very holy and exem- 
plary life, preaching Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified, and in- 
culeating the practice of real religion and holineſs in beart 
and life, yet his enemies (for, ſtrange as it is, even Mr Her- 
vey himſelf, the moſt inoffenſive of men, had enemies) have 
not ſcrupled to aſſert, that ** his tenets were diſhonaur- 
able to God, ſubverſive af all gaſpel-holineſs, deſtructive e- 
ven of common morality, and very injurious to ſociety it- 
« ſelf, by making men melancholy, and regardleſs of buſi» 
% neſs.” Theſe were the very words of an abuſive and anony- 
mous letter ſent to him by the poſt ; on which, that meek 
and moſt excellent man obſerved to an intimate friend, with 


* Nulla dies fine linea, Nulla epifiola fine Chriſto, were Mr Hervey's 
maxims. 

} Theſe ſpecimens are taken from haſty meſſage cards, or billets, to 
ſame of his intimate friends. 9 

« When I ſee my dear friend, we will talk about the contents of 
« his laſt, My money is Chriſt's, and I only deſire that he will give 
me benevolence to diſpoſe of it willingly ; diſcretion to beſtow it 
„ prudently. I bope you have quite recovered, and adapted the 
* pſalmiſt's reſolution, P/al. cxvi. 8. 9. What do you think is the 
<«« meaning of that remarkable expreſſion, 7 will walk before the Lord ? 


In another billet to a perſon about retiring from buſineſs, he writes, 
„Thanks for your u. de arconomia farderum. The time, I 
hope, is coming, when will have leiſure to read, a heart to re- 
«© liſh, and a tongue to diſplay ſuch precious doftrines.” 
In another he writes, 


Let us all remember, my dear friend, that time is upon the 
«« wing ;—eternity is at our door; therefore what we do for our bleſ- 
«« ſed Maſter, we muſt do quickly.” 

Mr Hervey's letters were collected, and publiſhed, in two volumes 
octavo, in 1760. A full and particular account of them is given in 
the preface prefixed to them in this edition. They exbibit, in their 
purport, compoſition, and tendency, a ſtriking and amiable picture 
of the ingenuity, learning, „ and piety of the excellent 


author, 
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all his uſual mildneſs, Indeed this gentleman may be ſaid, I 
« think, to write at random. Surely he has never read my 
« works, If I knew where to direct to him, I ſhould defire 
* him to turn to what I have advanced in the ninth para- 
graph of my Contemplations on the flarry heavens , and 
* ſuch a reply I would hope might convince him of his miſ- 
« take.” 

Some of Mr Hervey's friends thought he carried the Cal- 
viniſtical tenets ſo far, that conſequences diſadvantageous to 
religion might be deduced from them, and which he himſelf, 
inſtead of aſſenting to them, would have ſtartled at and reject- 
ed with abhorrence. The fact is, the doctrine he delivered in 
his writings, is purely ſcriptural, and agreeable to that contain- 
ed in all the confeſſions of the reformed churches; and is ſo 
far from having a tendency to weaken the obligations to pu- 
rity and holineſs of life, that it promotes them in the moſt 


Some, I believe, are apt to imagine, that they muſt renounce ſo- 
ciety, if they devote themſelves to Chriſt ; and abandon all the ſatis- 
faction of this world, if they once become zealous candidates for the 
felicity of another.—But this is a very miſtaken notion, or elſe a very 
injurious repreſentation of the doctrine, which is according to godli - 
neſs. It was never intended to drive men into deſerts, but to lead 
them through the peaceful and pleaſant paths of wiſdom, into the 
bliſsful regions of life eternal. It was never intended to firike off the 
wheels of Safes, or cut in ſunder the finews of induffry ; but rather 
to make men induſtrious from a principle of conſcience, not from the 
inſtigations of awarice ; that they may promote their immortal happi- 
neſs, even while they provide for their temporal maintenance.—it has 
no defign to extirpate our paſſions, but only to reſtrain their irregulari- 
ties; neither would it damp the delights of ſenſe, but prevent them 
from evaporating into vanity, and ſubſiding into gall. A perſon may 
be | amongſt bis friends, yet joyful in God. He may taſle the 
© ſweets of his earthly eſlate, and at the ſame time cheriſh his hopes of 

a nobler inheritance in heaven. 

The trader may proſecute the demands of commerce, without neg- 
2 to negotiate the affairs of his ſalvation :—The warrior may 
wear his ſword ; may draw, in a juſt cauſe, that murderous weapon ; 
and yet be a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, and obtain the crown that 
fadeth not away,—The parent may lay up a competent portion for his 
children, and not forfeit his title to the treaſures either of grace or 
glory. So far is Chriſtianity from obſtructing any ble intereſts, 
or with-holding any real pleaſure, that it evi y advances the one, 
and improves the other. 


effectual 


1 
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effectual manner, and has the moſt happy influence on mora- 
lity. When perſons of judgment have pointed out to him 
ſome expreſſions that were liable to be miſunderſtood in that 
reſpect, he always diſavowed any ſuch meaning; and affirmed, 
that the fault was not in the evangelical doctrines ſo much 
infiſted on by him, but in the miſapprehenſion, ignorance, or 
inattention of thoſe who abuſed them to licentiouſneſs. He 
would then add, he was ready to alter or retract any ſen- 
timent or exprefiton which he apprehended to be really ob. 
jectionable; but that to make things equally clear to every 
one's apprehenſion, or to have the ſame effect upon every 
one's mind, was an impracticable attempt; that he profeſſed 
himſelf a Calviniſt, and that conſequently the Arminians would: 
not relith ſome things he advanced, though what he wrote was 
exactly conformable to the church-articles, which are Calvini- 
ſtical ; yet he hoped they would not reject the whole, becauſe 
they could not in every point concur with him; and that his 
writings in general might be uſeful, how much ſoever ſome of his 
particular (though truly ſcriptural) opinions might be doubted 
or cenſured. And on this head let us hear Mr Hervey him- 
ſelf, He, in a letter written by him a very little before his 
happy death, thus exprefſes himſelf : * Do they who deny 
faith, and extol their good works, diſtinguiſh themſelves 
« by the practice of them: I will be bold to ſay, that, on 
“an impartial examination, the majority will be found on the 
« fide of thoſe who embrace the doctrine of the imputation 
© of Chriſt's. righteouſneſs, and who expect ſalvation by him 
& alone.“ 

Of the compliments publicly paid to his piety and genius, 
it will be ſufficient to inſert a paragraph from the Northamp- 


ton Mercury, which may be ſeen at the bottom of the page“ 
and 


* On Chriſtmas day, in the afternoon, died, in the 45th year of his 
age, the Rey. Mr James Hervey, Rector of Weſton-Favell, near 

orthampton, and author of the Meditations on the tombs, flower-gar- 
den, &c.—He was one of the moſt eminent inſtances of the power of 
Chriſtianity upon the human mind. la his miniſterial province he was 
pious, fervent, and indefatigable.— In his ordinary connections with 
the community, he was ever cheartul, conſcientiouſly punctual in all 


his dealings, and amiably candid to perſons of every denomination.— * 


To 
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and the following eulogium extracted from the Rev. Mr 
Dodd's poem on the Epiphany. 
——— Thou Henver, too, 
Whoſe page and foul alike breathe humbleſt love 
To thy adar d Redeemer ; thou haſt ſhewn 
That piety and pobfb'd elegance 
May well together ſuit : and while remains 
Or piety, or elegance, thy works, 
Like genuine gold, the tonchſtone will abide, 
And grateful to thy countrymen remain 
Oh ! may I to my lowly firains derive 
Some merit from the friendſbip of thy name: 
Strains, whoſe exalted ſubjecs fills thy heart 
So conflant with delight ; and from thy tongue 
In ConveRSE pours ſuch fireams of eloquence, 
That the wrapt hearer wonders at his fears 
Of death ere while, and glowing with the love 
Of Jzsr, caught from thee, longs to behold | 
His Saviour in the clauds : for who, can ſtand 
Amidſt the ſweetneſs of Arabian groves, 
Ad not bear thence ſome fragrance ?*—Vali'd friend, 
Proceed: and (thy too feeble ſtrength renew'd) 
May to haar age thy journey be pralong d, | 
And firew'd each flep with bleſſings to mankind! 


We ſhall cloſe this account of Mr Hervey's life, with the fol- 
lowing elegy on him *. 
URANIA ſpeak! in penſove numbers tell 
How Zion trembled when great HErver fell! When 


To his charities he ſet no bounds, ſcarcely leaving bimſelf the mere 
requiſites of his ſtation. Under the ſevereſt trials of infirmity for ſe- 
veral years he diſplayed the higheſt example of fortitude, ſerenity, pa- 
tience, and an entire refignation to the divine will. His writings 
moſt abundantly evidence his learning and ingenuity. —Buat, reader, 
it is not the acquiſitions of his underſtanding, but the improvements 
of his heart, and his confidence in the great Redeemer, which will 
now avail this moſt excellent man. 

The reader may be aſſured, that theſe verſes were wrote by a very 
ſerious and well-diſpoſed young man, apprentice to a Jerſey comber, 
in the town of Northampton, in a low ſtation of life, 9 
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Tell ou ſbe mauru d to ſee th' impending blow ! 

O thou, to whom all ſacred themes belong, 

Pour forth the ſweetly-melanchaly ſong ! 

« Alas ! grim death hath ſbot the fatal dart, 

« Which long ſeem'd pointed at his languid heart. 

« Th injatiate tyrant, crown'd with fun ral gloam, 
« In triumph drags him to the hollow tomb ; 

«© Wha wow fo well can paint the blooming flower, 

« Or preach from ſepulchres at midnight-hour ? 

« Who now fo well the larry heavens ſcan, 

And read the lectures Nature meant for man? 

« No more his voice a careleſs world can move, 

« Or tell the wonders of redeeming love ; 

« No more ſball thouſands round his pulpit throng, 
Dv hear the heav'nly precepts of his dongue : 
For lo! above this groſs impurer air, 

« Releas'd from every pain, and every care, 

* He fears aloft ( angelic hofts his guide } 

* On wings new plum'd, which ne'er before he try'd. 
« With rapid ſpeed his golden pinions riſe 

« re Harry plains, and ſtim th' empyrean flies. 

« And now where ſparkling portals wide diſplay 

« The bliſsful regions of eternal day ; 

« His Lord recerves him *midff celeftial choirs, 

« Who crown his head, and firike their golden tyres ; 
« Thro' heav'n's glad courts the greeting anthems roll, 
« And joys new bloeming fraſt his raviſb'd foul; 

« 7oys which to tell all eloquence is faint, 

« And which the loftieft muſe can never paint.” 


ral education; whoſe mind, by Mr James Hervey's preaching and 
writings, had been very early impreſſed with the ſacred ardor of piety 
and poetry. The original copy is now in the bands of the Rev. 

Richard Onely, of Clipltan, A. M. maſter of the free ſchool there, 
to whom it was lately tranſmitted by a friend of the lad's, for his in - 
ſpection and correction: the alterations he has made are not many; 
and, upon the whole, it may be conkdered as a kind of Chriſlian a- 
poi hegis; or, at leaſt, a neat elegiac garland, not altogerher unworthy 
of being hung over that great and good may's tomb. 
| VERSES 


VERSES to Mr HERVEY, 


O N _— 
MEDITATIONS. 


N theſe lov'd ſcenes, what rap'trous graces ſhine, 

Live in each leaf, and breathe in every line 
What ſacred beauties beam throughout the whole, 
To charm the ſenſe, and ſteal upon the ſoul ! 
In claſſic elegance, and thoughts—his own, 
We ſee our faults, as in a mirror, ſhown : 
Each truth, in glaring characters expreſt, 
All own the twin reſemblance in their breaſt + 
His eaſy periods, and-perſuaſive page, 
At once amend, and entertain the age : 
Nature's wide fields all open to his view, 
He charms the mind with ſomething ever new : 
On fancy's pinions, his advent'rous ſoul 
Wantons unbounded, and pervades the whole ; 
From death's dark caverns in the carth below, 
To ſpheres, where planets roll, or comets glow. 

See him explore, with more than human eyes, 

The dreary ſepulchre, where GRanviLLE lies: 
Converſe with ſtones, or monumental braſs, 
The rude inſcriptions, —or the painted glaſs : 
To gloomy vaults deſcend with awful tread, 


And view the ſilent manſions of the dead. bs 
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To gayer ſcenes he next adapts his lines, 1 
Where laviſh nature in embroid' ry ſhines : | | 
The jeſs'mine groves, the woodbine's fragant bowers, | | 
With all the painted family of flow'rs ; 
There, Sacnars84! in each fleeting grace, 
Read all the tranfient honours of thy face. I! 

With equal dignity, now ſee him riſe | 
To paint the ſable horrors of the ſkies ; 

When all the wide horizon lies in ſhade ; 

And midnight-phantoms ſweep along the glade : 
All nature huſh'd—a ſolemn filence reigns, 
And ſcarce a breeze diſturbs the ſleeping plains. I 

Laſt, yet not leſs, in majeſty of phraſe, 
He draws the full-orb'd moon's expanſive blaze; 1 
The waving meteors, trembling from on high, } 
With all the mute artill'ry of the ſky : 
Syſtems on ſyſtems, which in order roll, | 
And dart their lambent beams from pole to pole. | 

Hail, mighty genius] whoſe excurſive ſoul | 
No bounds confine, no limits can controul: I 
Whoſe eye expatiates, and whoſe mind can rove, | 
Thro' earth, thro' æther, and the realms above; 
From things inanimate can direct * the rod | | 
In juſt gradation, to aſcend to God, 

Taught by thy lines, ſee hoary age grows wile, 

And all the rebel in his boſom dies: 

E'en thoughtleſs youth, in luxury of blood, 

Fly the infectious world, and dare—be good: | | 

Thy ſacred truths ſhall reach th' impervious heart; | 
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Diſcord ſhall ceaſe, diſeaſe forget to ſmart : 

E'en malice love, and calumny commend ; 

Pride beg an alms, and av'rice turn a friend. | 
. Center'din CHRIS, who fires the ſoul within, | ol 

The fleſh ſhall know no pain; the ſoul, no fin; . | 

Fen in the terrors of expiring breath, | 

We bleſs the friendly ſtroke, and live in death. _ 

Oxford, April 28. 1748. 


An alluſion to the cuſtom of ſhewing curious objects, and parti - 
cularizing their reſpective delicacies, by the pointing of a rod. 
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Eleſtial meditant! whoſe ardors riſe 
Deep from the tombs, and kindle to the ſkies; 
How ſhall an earthly bard's profaner ſtring 
Reſound the flights of thy, feraphic wing? 
When great EL IJ aN, in the fiery car, 
Flam'd viſible to heav'n, a living far, 
A ſcer remain'd to thunder what he knew, 
And with his mantle caught his ſpirit too. 
Wit, fancy, fire, and elegance have long 
Been loſt in vitious or ignoble ſong : 
Sunk from the chaſtely grand, the pure fablime, 
They flatter d wealth and pow'r, or murder'd time. 
Tis thine their devious luſtre to reduce, 
To prove their nobleſt pow'r, their genuine uſe ; 
From ecarth-born fumes to clear their tainted flame, 
And point their flight to heav'n—from whence they came. 
O more than bard in proſe! to whom belong 
Harmonious ſtyle and thought, in rhymeleſs ſong ; 
Oft, by thy triendly conduct, let me tread 
The ſoftly- whiſp'ring manſions of the dead: 
Where the grim form, calcining hinds and lords, 
Grins at each fond diſtinction pride records. 
Dumb, with immortal energy they teach: 
Lifeleſs, they threaten, mould' ring as they preach 
To each ſucceeding age, through every clime, 
The ſpan of life, and endleſs round of time: 
Hence may propitious melancholy flow, 
And ſafety find me in the vaults of wo. 
While ev'ry virtue forms thy mental feaſt, 
I glow with fair ſincerity at leaſt : 
I feel (thy face unknown ) thy heart refin'd, 
And taſte, with bliſs, the beauties of thy mind ; 
Collecting clearly, through thy ſacred plan, 
What reverence of Gop ! what love to man 
—O! when at laſt our deathleſs forms ſhall riſc, 
And flow'rs and ſtars deſiſt to moralize ; 


Shal! 
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Shall then my ſoul, by thine inform'd, ſurvey, 
And bear the ſplendors of eſſential day ? 

But while my thoughts indulge the glorious ſcope, 
(My utmoſt worth beneath my humbleſt hope), 
Conſcience, or ſome exhorting angel, cries, 

No lazy wiſhes reach above the ſkies. 

© Would you indeed the perfect ſcenes ſurvey, 
« And ſhare the triumphs of unbounded day ; 
« His love - diffuſive life with ardor live; 

« And die like this divine contemplative.” 
London, July 9. 1748. 
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By @ PHYSICIAN. | 


form the taſte, and raiſe the nobler part, 
To mend the morals, and to warm the heart; 
To trace the genial ſource, we nature call, 
And prove the Gop of nature friend of all; 
HERRVE ry for this his mental laadſcape drew, 
And ſketch'd the whole creation out to view. 

Th' cnamell'd bloom, and variegated flow'r, 
Whoſe crimſon changes with the changing hour; 
The humble ſhrub, whoſe fragrance ſcents the morn, © 
With buds diſcloſing to the carly dawn; 

The oaks that grace Britannia's mountains ſide, 

And ſpicy Lebanon's ſuperior * pride; 

All loudly Sov'sz1GN EXCELLENCE proclalm, 
And animated worlds confeſs the fame. * 

The azure fields that form th' extended 
The planetary globes that roll on high, 
And ſolar orbs, of proudeſt blaze, combine, 
To act ſubſervient to the great deſign. 7 
Men, angels, feraphs, join the gen' ral voice: 
And in the Lord of nature A LL rejoice. 

His, the grey Winter's venerable guiſe, 
Its ſhrouded glories, and inſtructive ſkies ; 


The cedar, f Referring to the Winter-picce. 
His, 
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H 1s, the ſnow's plumes, that brood the ſick'ning blade: 
H1s, the bright pendant, that impearls the glade ; 
The waving foreſt, or the whiſp'ring brake, 
The ſurging billow, or the ſleeping lake. 
"The $4 ME, who pours the beauties of the ſpring, 
Or mounts the whirlwind's deſolating wing. 
The SAME, who ſmiles in nature's peaceful form, 
Frowns in the tempeſt, and directs the ſtorm. 
Tis thine, bright reacher, to improve the age ; 
Tis thine, whoſe life's a comment on thy page, 
Thy happy page ! whoſe periods ſweetly flow, 
Whoſe figures charm us, and whoſe colours glow ; 
Where artle/s piety pervades the whole, 
s the genius, and exalts the ſoul. 
For let the witling argue all he can, 
It is religion ſtill that makes the man. | 
"Tis this, my friend, that ſtreaks our morning bright; 
"Tis this that gilds the horrors of our night. : 
When wealth forſakes us, and when friends are few; 
When friends are faithleſs, or when fpes purſue ; 
"Tis this that wards the blow, or ſtills the ſmart ; 
Diſarms affliction, or repels its dart; 
Within the breaſt bids pureſt rapture riſe ; 
Bids ſmiting conſcience ſpread her cloudleſs ſkies, 
When the ſtorm thickens, and the thunder rolls, 
When the carth trembles to th* affrighted poles ; 
The virtuous mind, nor doubts nor fears aſſail; 
For ſtorms are zephyrs, or a gentler gale. 
And when diſcaſe obſtructs the lab'ring breath, 
When the heart ſickens. and each pulſe is death; 
E'en then 1 ſhall ſuſtain the juſt, * 
Grace thei moments, nor deſert their duſt. os 
Auguft 5. 19748. 


$,SARYX FAY SAY. 
8 ſome new ftar attracts th' admiring fight, 
His ſplendors pouring through the fields of light, 
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Whole nights, delighted with th' unuſual rays, 
On the fair heav'nly viſitant we gaze: 
So thy fam'd volumes ſweet ſurpriſe impart ; 
Mark'd by all eyes, and felt in ev'ry heart. 
Nature, inform'd by thee, new paths has trod, 
And riſes, here, a preacher for her God ; 
By fancy's aids, myſterious heights ſhe tries, 
And lures us, by our ſenſes, to the ſkies. 
To deck thy Ale collected graces throng, 
Bold as the pencil's tints, yet ſoft as /ong. 
In themes, how rich thy vein ! how pure thy choice ! 
Tranſcripts of truths, own'd clear from ſcripture's voice : 
Thy judgment theſe, and piety atteſt, 
Tranſcripts—read only fairer in thy breaſt. 
There, what thy works would ſhew, we beſt may ſee, 
And all they teach in doctrine, lives in thee. 
Oh — might they live !—Ovr pray'rs their ſtrife engage; 
But thy fix'd languors yield us ſad preſage. 
In vain {kill'd med cine tries her healing art: 
Diſeaſe, long foe, entrenches at thy heart. 
Yet on new labours ftill thy mind is prone, 
For a world's good too thoughtleſs of thy own. . 
Active, like day's kind orb, life's courſe you run, 
Its ſphere till glorious, tho' a /etting ſun. 
Redemption opes thee wide her healing plan, 
Health's only balm, her ſov'reign'ſt gift to man. 
Themes ſweet like thefe thy ardors, freſh, excite : 
Warm at the ſoul, they nerve thy hand to write 
Make thy try'd virtues in their charms appear, 
— rais'd hope, firm faith, and love ſincere; * 
Like a big conſtellation, bright they glow, 
And beam out lovelier by thy night of wo. 
Known were thy merits to the public long, 
Ere own'd thus feebly in my humble ſong, 
Damp'd are my res; my heart dark cares depreſs ; 
A heart, too feeling from its own diſtreſs, 
Proud on thy friendſhip, yet to build my fame, 
I gain'd my page * a ſanction from thy name. 


® SunpaY-THOUGHTS, 
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Weak theſe returns (by gratitude tho' led) 
Where mine ſhall in thy fav'rite leaves be read. 
Yet o'er my conſcious meanneſs hope prevails ; 
Love gives me merit, where my genius fails. 
On its ſtrong baſe my ſmall deſert I raiſe, 
Averſe to flatt'ry, as unſkilFd to praiſe. 
Mile-End Green, Mosxzs BrxowRNr. 
Feb.-23. 1749. | 
C ˙ AAA ELLIS 
ence flow theſe ſolemn ſounds? this raptur'd 
ſtrain ? 
Cherubic notes my wond'ring ear detain ! 
Yet tis a mortal's voice: tis HERVE x ings: 
Sublime he ſoars on contemplation's wings: 
In ev'ry period breathes ecſtatic thought. 
HERRV RT, twas heav'n thy ſacred leſſons taught. 
Celeſtial viſions bleſs thy ſtudious hours, 
Thy lonely walks, and thy ſequeſter d bow'rs. 
What fav'ring pow'r, diſpenſing ſecret aids, 
Thy cavern'd cell, thy curtain'd couch, pervades ? 
Still hov'ring near, obſervant of thy themes, 
In whiſpers prompts thee, or inſpires thy dreams ? 
Jzsvs! effulgence of paternal light! f 
Ineffably divine ! ſapremely bright | 
Whoſe energy according worlds atteſt, 
Kindled theſe ardors in thy glowing breaſt. 
We catch thy flame, as we thy page peruſe ; 
And faith in ev'ry object Jes v s views. 
We in the bloomy breathing garden trace 
Somewhat—like emanations of his grace: 
Yet muſt all ſweetneſs and all beauty yield, 
Idume s grove, and Sharon's flow'ry field, 
Compar'd with Jes vs: meanly, meanly ſhows 
The brighteſt lily, faint the lovelieſt roſe. 
Divine inſtructor ! lead thro' midnight-glooms, 
To moralizing ſtars, and preaching tombs : 
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Thro' the ſtill void a Saviowr's voice ſhall break, 
A ray from Jaco 8's ſtar the darkneſs ſtreak : 
To him the faireſt ſcenes their luſtre owe ; 
His cov'nant brightens the celeſtial bow ; 
His vaſt benevolence profuſely ſpreads 
The yellow harveſts, and the verdane meads. 
Thy pupil, HExvey, a Redeemer finds 
In boundleſs oceans, and in viewleſs winds : 
He reins at will the furious blaſts, and guides 
The rending tempeſts, and the roaring tides. 
O give, my foul, thy welfare to his truſt : 
Who rais'd the world, can raiſe thy ſleeping duſt! 
He will, he will, when nature's courſe is run, i 
Midſt falling ſtars, and an extinguiſh'd ſun; 
He will with myriads of his ſaints appear. 
O may I join them, tho' the meaneſt there! 
Tho' nearer to the throne my Mz av wr figs; 

Tho' I at humbler diſtance ftrike the ſtrings ; 
Yet both ſhall mingle in the ſame employ, 

Clerkenwell Green, Jorx Docs. 


Feb. 24. 1778. 
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W Hat numbers of our race ſurvey 
The monarch of the golden day, 


Night's ample canopy unfurl'd, 
In gloomy grandeur rovnd the world, 
The earth in ſpring's embroid'ry dreſt, 
And ocean's ever-working breaſt 
And till no grateful honours riſe 
To him who ſpread the ſpacious ſkies, 
Who hung this air-ſuſpended ball, 
And lives, and reigns, and ſhines, in all ! 
To chaſe our ſenſual fogs away, 

And bright to pour th' eternal ray 
Of Deity inſcrib'd around 
Wide nature to her utmoſt bound, 

C 2 | Is 
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Is HERvVErY's taſk ; and well his ſkill 
Celeſtial can the taſk fulfil : | 
Aſcending from theſe ſcenes below, 
Ardent the Maker's praiſe to ſhow, 
His ſacred contemplations ſoar, 

And teach our wonder to adore. 

Now he ſurveys the realms beneath, 
The realms of horror, and of death ; 
Now entertains his vernal hours 
In flow'ry walks, and blooming bow'rs ; 
Now hails the black-brow'd night, that brings 
Ethereal dews upon her wings; 

Now marks the planets, as they roll 

On buraing axles round the pole : 

While tombs, and flow'rs, and ſbades, and flare, 
Unveil their facred characters 

Of juſtice, wiſdom, pow'r, and love ; 

And lift the ſoul to realms above, 

Where dwells the Go p, in glory crown'd, 
Who ſends his boundleſs influence round. 

So Jaco8, in his bliſsful dreams, 
Array'd in heav'n's refulgent beams, 

Saw from the ground a ſcale ariſe, 
Whoſe ſummit mingled with the ſkies ; 
Angels were pleas'd to paſs the road, 
The ſtage to earth, and path to Gop. 

HE RVE T, proceed: for nature yields 

Freſh treaſure in her ample fields; 
And in ſeraphic ecſtaſy 

Still bear us to the throne on high. 
Ocean's wild wonders next explore, 
His changing ſcenes, and ſecret ſtore; 

Or let dire EAR THGUAEK E claim thy toil, 
EARTHQUAKE, chat ſhakes a guilty iſle. 
So, if ſmall things may ſhadow forth, 
Dear man, thy labours, and thy worth, 

The bee upon the flow'ry lawn 
Imbibes the lucid drops of dawn, 


Works 
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Works them in his myſterious mould, 
And turns the common dew to gold. 


London, 
May 26. 1750. 
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Elightful author ! whom the ſaints inſpire ! 
And whiſp'ring angels with their ardors fire! 
From youth like mine, wilt thou accept of praiſe ? 
Or ſmile with candor on a ſtripling's lays ? 
My little laurel (but a ſhoot at moſt) 
Has hardly more than one ſmall wreath to boaſt. 
Such as it is—(ah! might it worthier be!) 
Its ſcanty foliage all is due to THE E. 
Oh! if, amongſt the honours of thy brow, 
This flender circlet may but humbly grow : 
If its faint verdure haply may find place— 
A foil to others ;—tho' its own diſgrace ; 
Accept it, HE RVE , from a heart fincere ; 
And, for the giver's ſake, - the tribute wear. 
Thy ſoul-improving works perus'd, what tongue 
Can hold from praiſe, or check th' applauſive-ſong ? 
But, ah ! from whence ſhall gratitude obtain } 


THOMAS GiBBoONS. 


Language that may its glowing zeal explain? 
How to ſuch wondrous worth adapt a ſtrain ? 
Deſcrib'd by thee, cold ſepulchres can charm ; 
Storms calm the ſoul; and freezing winter warm. 
Clear'd from her gloomy ſhades, we view pale night 
Surrounded with a blaze of mental light. 
Lo! where ſhe comes! all filent! penfive! flow! 
On her dark robe unnumber'd meteors glow ! 
High on her head a ſtarry crown ſhe wears! 
Bright in her hand the lamp of reaſon bears | 
Smiling, —behold! ſhe points the ſoul to heav'n, 
And bids the weeping finner be forgiv'n! | 
But when thy fancy ſhifts this ſolemn ſcene, * 
And ruddy morning gilds the ehearful groen; 4 * 
| S With 
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With ſudden joy we view the proſpect chang'd, 
And bluſhing ſweets in beauteous order rang'd. 
We ſee the violets ; ſmell the dewy roſe, 
And each perfume that from the woodbine flows : 
A boundleſs perſpective there greets our eyes: 
Rich vales deſcend, and verdant mountains riſe, 
The ſhepherds cottages, the rural folds : 
All, that thy art deſcribes, the eye beholds, 
Amazing limner | whence this matchleſs pow'r ? 
Thy work's a garden !—every word a flow'r ! 
Thy lovely tints almoſt the bloom excel, 
And none but nature's ſelf can paint ſo well 
Hail, holy man !—henceforth thy work ſhall fond 


' (Like ſome fair column by a maſter-hand, 


Which, whilſt it props, adorns the tow'ring pile) 
At once to grace, and elevate our ile. 

Though 1imple, lofty ; though majeflic, plain; 
Whoſe bold deſign the rules of art reſtrain. 
In which the niceſt eye ſees nothing wrong; 


Though poliſh'd, juſt ; and elegant, though ſtrong. 
Fune 24. 1750. ST GxonGE MoLEswORTH, 


Pleafure's lap the muſes long have lain, 
And hung, attentive, on her Syren ſtrain : 
Still toils the bard beneath ſome weak defign, 
And puny thought but halts along the line: 


Or tuneful nothings, ſtealing on the mind, 


Melt into air, nor leave a trace behind. | 
While to thy rapt'rous proſe, we feel, belong 
The ſtrength of wiſdom, and the voice of ſang : 
This lifts the torch of ſacred truth on high, 
And points the captiyes to their native ſky. 
How falſe the joys, which earth or ſenſe inſpires, 
That clog, the ſoul, and damp her purer fire! 
Truths, which thy ſolemn fcenes, my y friend, declare, 
A 1 
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Yet not moroſely ſtern, nor idly gay, 

Dull melancholy reigns, or trifles ſway ; 

Ill wou'd the ſtrains of levity befit, 

And fullen gloom but fadden all thy wit : 

Truth, judgment, ſenſe, imagination, join ; 

And ev'ry muſe, and every grace, is thine. 

Religion prompting the true end of man, 

Conſpiring genius executes the plan; 

Strong to convince, and elegant to charm, 

Plaintive to melt, or paſſionate to warm, 

Rais'd by degrees, we elevate our aim, 

And grow immortal as we catch thy flame; 

True piety informs our languid hearts, 

And all the vitious, and the vain departs. 

So, when foul ſpreading fogs creep ſlowly on, 

Blot the fair morn, and hide the golden fun ; 

Ardent he pours the boundleſs blaze of day, 

Rides through the &y, and ſhines the miſt away. 
O, had it been th' Almighty's gracious will, 

That I had ſhar'd a portion of thy {kill ; 

Had this poor breaſt receiv'd the heav'nly beam, 

Which ſpreads its luſtre thro' thy various theme ; 

That ſpeaks deep leſſons from the filent tomb, 

And crowns thy garden with freſh-ſpringing bloom ; 

Or, piercing thro” creation's ample whole, 

Now ſooths the night, or gilds the farry pole: 

Or marks how Winter calls her howling train, 

Her ſnows and ſtorms, that deſolate the plain ; 

With thee the muſe ſhall trace the pleafing road, 

That leads from nature up to nature's Go o; 

Humble to learn, and, as ſhe knows the more, 

Glad to obey, and happy to adore. 


Northampton, 
Aug. 25. 1750. PETE WHALLET. 
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On the Rev. Mr JAMES HERVE Y Pigure, by 
the Rev. Mr JoHN NIX ON, A. M. Rector of Cold High- 


am, in Northamptonſhire. 


1 tis yours to bid the canvas wear, 
By art illufive, HR RVRT's form and air. 


Oh! with like happy labour could I trace 3 

Each virtue, each exalted Chriſtian grace, 

Each heav'nly gift, with which his ſoul was bleſt, 
And fix the bright aſſemblage in my breaſt : 

Then how tranſcendent far wou'd be my plan, 

Tou point his mimic s HA DE: —Td live the MAN, 


TO 


ORR ens 
Rees; . ap 4 2 225 
A 


e 


Miſs R—— Tr. 


MADAM, 


T 2 deepeſt, the OTHER on the gayeft 

17 ſcenes of nature, when they pro- 
Rep ceeded privately from the per, were 
addreſſed to a lady of the moſt valuable endow- 
ments: who crowned all her other endearing qua- 
lities, by a fervent love of CHR1sT, and an 
exemplary conformity to his divine pattern. She, 
alas! lives no longer on earth; unleſs it be in the 
honours of a diſtinguiſhed character, and in the 


bleeding remembrance of her acquaintance. 


IT is impaſſe, Madam, to wiſh you a richer 
bleſſing, or a more ſubſtantial happineſs, than that 
the ſame ſpirit of unfeigned Faith, the ſame 

courſe of undefiled religion, which have enabled 
her 
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her to triumph over death, may both animate 
and adorn your life. And you will permit me to 
declare, that my chief inducement in requeſting 
your acceptance of the following Meditations, 
now they make a public appearance from the preſs, 
is, that they are deſigned to cultivate the ſame ſa- 
cred principle, and to promote the ſame excellent 
practice. 


Loxc, Madam, may you bloom in all the vi- 
vacity and amiableneſs of youth, like the charm- 
ing ſubject of one of theſe contemplations. But 
at che ſame time remember, that, with regard ta 
ſach inferior accompliſhments, you muſt one day 
Jade, (may it prove ſome very remote period I), 
like the mournful objects of the other. This 
conſideration will prompt you to go on as you 
have begun, in adding the meebneſs of wiſdom, 
and all the beauties of holineſs, to the graces of an 
engaging perſon, and the refinements of a polite 
education. 


5 AnD might—O ! * the enſuing hints 
furniſh you with the leaſt aſſiſtance, in proſecu- 
ting ſo defirable an end; might they contribute, 
in any degree, to eſtabliſh your faith, or elevate 
your devotion ; they would, then, adminiſter 
to the author ſuch a ſatisfaction, as applauſe can- 
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not give, nor cenſure take away: A ſatisfaction, 
which I ſhould be able to enjoy, even in thoſe 
awful moments, when all that captivates the eye is 
ſinking in darkneſs, and every glory of this lower 
world diſappearing for ever. 


Tukst wiſhes, Madam, as they are a moſt a- 
greeable employ of my thoughts, ſo they come 
attended with this additional circumſtance of 
pleaſure, that they are alſo the fincereſt expreſſion 
of that very great eſteem, with which I am, 


Mana, 
Your moſt obedient, 
Moſt humble ſervant, 


Weſton-Favell, near 
Northampton, 
May 20, 1746. 


JAMES Hervey, 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
1 
THIRD EDITION 


7 MUST entreat the purchaſers of the former edi- 

trons, to excuſe the freedom I have taken, in ma- 
king ſeveral conſiderable additions to this. It has 
been done at the perſuaſion of ſome judicious friends, 
who apprehended the piece might be more uſeful, and 
teſs unworthy of the public patronage, if it touched 
upon ſome very mtereſting ſubjetts, hitherto omitted. 
As I had no views, but to render the performance 
more pleaſing and ſerviceable ; no reader, I hope, will 
be offended at my practice, or complain of it as inju- 
rious. Nevertheleſs, as I would willingly avoid 
whatever might ſeem to ſtand in need of an ApOL@- 


GY, I defire leave to declare, That no future enlarge- 


ments, or alterations, ſhall be ſuffered to depretiate 
what, with the deepeſt gratitude for their paſt en- 
couragement, I now commit to the candour of the 
public. 
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. firſt of theſe occaſional meditations ike leave 
to remind my readers of their latter end; and 


would invite them to ſet, not their houſes only, but, 

which is inexpreſſibly more needful, their fouls, in or- 
der : that they may be able, through all the intermeat- 
ate flages, to look forward upon their approaching 
exit, without any anxious apprehenfions ; and, when 
the great change commences, may bid adieu to terreſtrial 
things, with all the calmneſs of a chearful refignation, 
with all the comforts of. a well-grounded faith. _ 


The other attempts to ſketch out ſome little tra- 
ces of the all-ſufficiency of our Redeemer, for tbe 
grand and gracious purpoſes of everlaſting ſalvation ; 
that a ſenſe of his unutterable dignity, and in finite 
perfettions, may incite us to regard him with ſenti- 
ments of the moſt profound veneration ; to long for 
an aſſured intereſt in his merits, with all the ardency of 
deſire; and to truſt in his powerful mediation, with an 
affiance not to be ſhaken by any temptations, not to be 
ſhared with any performances of our on. 


I flatter myſelf, that the thoughts conceived among 
the tombs, may be welcome to the ſerious and humane 
mind: Becauſe, as there are few who have not con- 
figned the remains of ſome dear relations, or honoured 

friends, 


— 
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friends, to thoſe filent repoſitories ; fo there are none 
but muſt be ſenfible, that this is the houſe appointed 
for all living ; and that they themſelves are ſhortly to 
remove into the ſame ſolemn manſions And who 
would not turn afide for a while, from the moſt fa- 
vourite amuſements, to view the place where bis once 
loved companions lie? Who would not ſometimes 
furvey thoſe apartments, where be himſelf is to take 
up an abode, till time ſhall be no more? 


As to the other little eſſay, may I not humbly 
ſume, that the very ſubject el will recommen the 
remarks? For who is not delighted with the proſpett 
of the blooming creation, and even charmed with the 
delicate attractions of flowers? Who does not covet 
to aſſemble them in the garden, or wear them in a 
noſegay * Since this is a paſſion jo” untverſal, who 
not be willing to render it produttroe of the fub- 

limeſt improvement? This piece of holy frugality 
I have OY to ſuggeſt, and endeavoured to exem- 
phify, in the ſecond letter ; that, while the hand is crop- 
Ping the * beauties of a flower, the attentive mind 
may be enriching itſelf with folid and laſting good. 


Ad I carnat but entertain fome pleaſmg bopes, that 


the niceſt taſte may recerve and reliſh religious impref- 
ſions, when they are conveyed by ſuch lovely moni- 
tors; when the inſtructive leſſons are found, not on 
the leaves of ſome formidable folio, but fland legible 
on the fine ſarcenet 0 FA a narciſſus; ben : 


bey ſevour 
not of the lamp and recluſe, but come an] 6 


the fragrant boſom of a jonquil. | 
* | ONT fn 
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Every Stone that we look upon in this Repgſtory of paſt Ages, is 
both an Entertainment, and a Monitor. 
Plain-Dealer, VoL. I. Ne 42. 
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MabAux, 

YIELDS RAVELLING lately into, Cornwall, I 
AIR, happened to alight at a' conſiderable 
AFP F es village in that county; where finding 
* T G90 myſelf under an unexpected neceſſity 
CO TT of ſtaying a little, I took a walk to 
5 I the church x. The doors, like the 
heaven to which they lead, were wide 
, and readily admitted an unworthy ſtranger. 
P eaſed with the opportunity, I reſolved 1 ſpend 2 

few minutes under the ſacred roof. 


I had named, in ſome former editions, a particular 


church, viz. KILKHAMPTON} where ſeveral of the mo- 
numents, deſcribed in the following pages, really exiſt, But 
as I thought it convenient to mention ſome caſes here, which 
are not, according to the beſt of my remembrance, referred 
to in any inſcriptions there; I have now omitted the name | 
that imagination might operate more freely, and the improve- | 
ment of the reader be conſulted, without any thing that ſhould 
look like a yariation from truth "and fa. 
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Ix a ſituation ſo retired and awful, I could not avoid 
falling into a train of meditations, ſerious and mournful- 
ly pleaſing : which, I truſt, were in ſome degree profi- 
table to me, while they poſſeſſed and warmed my 
thoughts; and if they may adminiſter any ſatisfaction to 
you, Madam, now they are recollected, and commit- 


— to writing, I ſhall receive a freſh pleaſure from 
em. 


Ir was an ancient pile; reared by hands, that, ages 
ago, were mouldered into duſt.Situate in the cen- 
tre of a large burial. ground; remote from all the noiſe 
and hurry of tumultuous life. — The body ſpacious ; 
the ſtructure lofty ; the whole magnificently plain. A A 


'row of regular pillars extended themſelves through the 


midſt ; ſupporting the roof with ſimplicity, and with 
dignity.—— The light, that paſſed through the win- 
dows, ſeemed to ſhed a kind of luminous obſcurity ; 
which gave every object a grave and venerable air.— 
The deep filence added to the gloomy aſpect, and both 
heightened by the lonelineſs of the place, greatly in- 
creaſed the Glemarty of the ſcene.—A ſort of religious 
dread ſtole inſenſibly on my mind, while I advanced, 
all penſive and thoughttul, along the inmoſt iſle; ſuch 


a dread, as huſhed every ruder paſſion, and diflipated 


all the gay images of an alluring world. 


Havixs adored that eternal Majeſty, who, far from 
being confined to temples made with hands, has hea- 
ven for his throne, and the earth for his footitool,—I took 
particular notice of a handſome altar- piece; preſented, 
as I was afterwards informed, by the maſter-builders of 
Stow * ; out of gratitude, I preſume, to that 3 

O D, 


The name of a grand ſeat, belonging to the late Earl of 
Bath; remarkable formerly for its excellent workmanſhip, 
and elegant furniture; once the principal reſort of the quality 


aud gentry of the welt ; but new demoliſhed, laid even ow 
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Gor, who carried them through their work, and ena- 
bled them to - bring forth their top- ſtone with joy. 


O! now amiable is gratitude ! eſpecially when it has 
the ſupreme Benefactor for its object. I have always 
looked upon gratitude, as the moſt exalted principle 
that can actuate the heart of man. It has ſomething noble 
diſintereſted, and (if I may be allowed the term) gene- 
rouſly devout. Repentance indicates our nature fallen, 
and prayer turns chiefly upon a regard to one's ſelf. 
But the exerciſes of gratitude ſubliſted in paradiſe, 
when there was no fault to deplore ; and will be perpe- 
tuated in heaven, when « God ſhall be all in all.” 
Ihe language of this ſweet temper is, 1 am un- 
< ſpeakably obliged : what return ſhall I make 2— 
And, ſurely, it is no improper expreſſion of an un- 
feigned thankfulneſs, to decorate our Creator's courts, 
an 4 We <4 « the place where his honour dwelleth.” 
Of old, the habitation of his feet was glorious : let 
it not, now, be ſordid or contemptible. It muſt grieve 
an ingenuous mind, and be a reproach to any people, 
to have their own houſes wainſcotted with cedar, 
painted with vermilion; while the temple of the Lozp 
of hoſts is deſtitute of every decent ornament. 


Hxxx I recolleted, and was charmed with, Solomon's 
fine addreſs to the Almighty, at the dedication of his 
famous temple. With immenſe charge, and exquiite 
ſkill, he had erected the moſt rich and finiſhed ſtruc- 
ture that the ſun ever ſaw. Yet, upon a review of 
his work, and a reflection on the tranſcendent pertec- 
tions of the Godhead, how he exalts the one, and a- 
baſes the other The building was too glorious for the 
mightieſt monarch to inhabit ; too ſacred for unhal- 
lowed feet even to enter; yet infinitely too mean for 
the Deity-to reſide in. It was, and the royal worſhup- 
the ground, and ſcarce one ſtone left upon another, 80 that 


corn may grow, or nettles ſpring, where Stew lately ſtood. 
| D 2 per 


2 F a es at a. 


— 


52 MEDITATIONS 


per acknowledged it to be, a moſt marvellous vouch- 
ſafement in uncreated Excellency, to “ put his name 
& there.” The whole paſſage breathes ſuch a delicacy, 
and is animated with ſuch a ſublimity of ſentiment, 


that I cannot perſuade myſelf to paſs on, without re- 


ting it. * But will God indeed dwell on earth ?. Be- 
hold! the heaven, and heaven of heavens, cannot contain 
thee ; how much leſs this houſe that I have builded In- 
comparable ſaying ! worthy the wiſeſt of men. Who 
would not chuſe to poſſeſs ſuch an elevated devotion, 
rather than to own all the glittering materials of that 


ſumptuous edifice ? 


1 Kings viii. 27. But will, —A fine abrupt beginning, 
moſt ſignificantly deſcribing the amazement and rapture of the 
royal prophet's mind !—G9D : He uſes no epithet, where 
writers of inferior diſcernment wauld have been fond to multi- 

y chem; but ſpeaks of the Deity, as an incomprehenſible 

ing, whoſe perfe&ions and glories are exalted above all 
praiſe. — Duell: To beſtow on finful creatures a propitious 
look, to favour them with a tranſient viſit of kindneſs; even 
this were an unutterable obligation. Will he then vouchſafe 
to fix his abode among them, and take up his ſtated reſidence 
with them? Indeed: A word, in this connection, peculiarly 
emphatical ; expreſſive of a condeſcenſion, wonderful and ex- 
traordinary almoſt beyond all e "LO pu : intimating 
the continued, or rather the increaſing ſurpriſe of the ſpeaker, 
and awakening the attention of the hearer.—Behold ! the hea- 
ven : The ſpacious concave of the firmament, that wide-ex- 
tended azure circumference, in which worlds unnumbered 
perform their revolutions, is too ſcanty an apartment for the 
Godhead. —Nay, the heaven of heavens : thoſe vaſtly higher 
tracts, which lie far beyond the limits of human farvey, to 
which our very thoughts can hardly ſoar; even theſe (un- 
bounded as they are) cannot afford an adequate habitation for 

EHOVAHz; even theſe dwindle into a point, when compa- 
red with the infinitude of his eſſence; even theſe © are as no- 
* thing before him.” Hou much le proportionate is this poor 
diminutive ſpeck (which I have been erecting and embelliſhing) 
to ſo auguſt a Preſence, ſo immenſe a Majeſty ! 


Ws 
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Wr are apt to be ſtruck with admiration at the ſtate- 
lineſs and grandeur of a maſterly performance in ar- 
chitecture; and, perhaps, on a ſight of the ancie t 
ſan „ſhould have made the ſuperficial obſervation 
of the diſciples; What manner of ſtones, and what 
„buildings, are here!“ But what a nobler turn of 
thought, and ju/ter taſte of things, does it diſcover, to 
Joi with //rae's king, in celebrating the condeſcen- 
ſion of the divine inhabitant ! 'That the high and lofty 
One, who fills immenſity with his glory, ſhould, in a 
peculiar manner, fix his abode there! ſhould there 
manifeſt an extraordinary degree of his benedictive 
preſence ; permit ſinful mortals to approach his Ma- 
jeſty, and promiſe to make them joyful in his houſe 
« of prayer!” —this ſhould more ſenſibly affect our 
hearts, than the moſt curious arrangement of ſtones 
can delight our eyes. 


Nay, the everlaſting Gop does not diſdain to dwell 
in our ſouls by his Holy Spirit ; and to make even our 
bodies his temple. —Tell me, ye that frame critical 
judgments, and balance nicely thediſtinction of things, 
Is this moſt aſtoniſhing, or moſt rejoicing!“ He 
humbleth himſelf, the ſcripture aſſures us, even to 
behold the things that are in heaven *. *Tis a moſt 
condeſcending favour,” if HE pleafes to take the leaſt 
approving notice of angels and archangels, when 
ey bow down in homage from their celeſtial 
thrones. Will he then graciouſly regard, will he be 
united, moſt intimately united to poor, polluted, breath- 
ing duſt ?!—Unparallelled honour! invaluable privilege ! 
Be this my portion, and I ſhall not covet crowns, nor 
envy conquerors. | 


Bur let me remember, what a ſanity of diſpoſi- 
tion, and vprightne/s of converſation, ſo exalted a re- 


* Pfal. exili. 6. 
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lation demands: remember this, and rejoice with 


* trembling.” —Durſt I commit any iniquity, while 1 


tread theſe hallowed courts? Could the Jewiſh high 
E allow himſelf in any known tranſgreſſion, while 

e made that ſolemn yearly entrance “ into the holy 
of holies, and ſtood before the immediate preſence of 
JFEHOPF AH? No, truly. In ſuch circumſtances, a 
thinking perſon muſt ſhudder at the moſt remote ſo- 
licitation to any wilful offence. I ſhould nw be thock- 
ed at the leaſt indecency of behaviour, and am appre- 
henſive of every appearance of evil. —And why do we 
not carry this holy jealouſy into all our ordinary life? 
Why do we not, in every 4 the +, reverence ourſelves ; 
as perſons dedicated to the Divinity, as living temples 
of the Godhead ? For, if we are real, and not mere- 
ly nominal Chriſtians, the Gop of glory, according 
to his own promiſe, I dwells in us, and walks in us.— 
O! that this one doctrine of our religion might ope- 
rate with an abiding efficacy upon our * rh, 
It would be inſtead of a thouſand laws, to regulate our 
conduct; inſtead of a thouſand motives, to quicken 
us in holineſs. Under the influence of ſuch a con- 
viction, we ſhould ſtudy to maintain a purity of in- 


"tention ; a dignity of action ; and to walk worthy of 


that tranſcendently majeſtic Being, who admits us to 
a fellowſhip with himſelf, and with his Son Jzsus 


CHRIST. 


* Heb. ix. 7. 
— —————_ . — , nd e auer, 
was the favourite maxim of Pythagoras, and ſuppoſed to be 
one of the beſt moral precepts ever given to the Heathen 
world. With what ſuperior force, and very ſingular advantage, 
does the argument take place in the Chriſtian ſcheme ! where 
we are taught to regard ourſelves, not merely as intellectual 
beings, who have reaſen for our monitor; but as conſecrated 
creatures, who have a Go p of the moſt conſummate per- 
fection ever with us, ever in us. 
: t 2 Cor, vi. 16, 


Tan 
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Tux next thing which engaged my attention, was 
the-/ettered floor. The pavement, ſomewhat like Eze- 
tiel's roll, was written over from one end to the other. 
I ſoon perceived the compariſon. to hold good in an- 
other reſpect ; and the inſcriptions to be matter of 
« mourning, lamentation, and wo . They ſeemed to 
court my obſervation ; ſilently inviting me to read 
them. And what would theſe dumb monitors inform 
me of ?!—< That, beneath their little circumferences, 
« were depolited ſuch and ſuch pieces of clay, which 
„ once lived, and moved, and talked : that they had 
received a charge to preſerve their names, and were 


« the remaining truſtees of their memory.” 


An! faid I, is ſuch my ſituation! the adorable 
Creator around me, and the bones of my fellow-crea- 
tures under me! Surely, then, I have great reaſon to 
cry out, with the revering patriarch, How dreadful 1s 
this place f Seriouſneſs and devotion become this houſe 
for ever. May I never enter it lightly or irreverent- 
ly ; but with a profound awe, and godly fear ! 


O that they were wiſe !“ ſaid the inſpired penman. 

It was his laſt wiſh for his dear people. He breathed: 
it out, and gave up the ghoſt. But what is wiſdom ? 
It conſiſts not in refined ſ tions, accurate reſearches 
into nature, or an univerſal acquaintance with hi- 
ſtory, The divine lawgiver ſettles this important point, 
in his next aſpiration: O / that they underſtood this! that 
they had right apprehenſions of their ſpiritual intereſts, 
and eternal concerns! that they had eyes to diſcern, and 
inclinations, to purſue, the things which belong to their 
e But how ſhall they attain this valuable know- 
edge? I ſend them not, adds the illuſtrious teacher, to 
turn over all the volumes of literature: they may ac- 
quire, and much more expeditiouſly, this ſcience of lite, 


* Ezek. ii, 10. f Gen. xxviii. 179. f Deut. xxxii. 29- 
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by conſidering their latter end. This ſpark of heaven is 
often loſt under the glitter of pompous erudition, 
but ſhin s clearly in the my manſions of the 
tomb. Drowned is this gentle whiſper amidſt the noſe 
of ſecula a airs, but ſpeaks diſtinctly in the retrre- 
ments of ſerious contemplation.— Behold! how provi- 
dentially I am brought to the ſchool of wiſdom * 
The grave is the moſt faithful + maſter ; and theſe in- 
ſtances of mortality, the moſt inſtructive leſſons.— 
Come then, calm attention, and compoſe my thoughts; 
come, thou celeſtial Spirit, and enlighten my mind; 
that I may ſo peruſe theſe awful pages, as to become 
« wiſe unto ſalvation.” f 


ExamininG the records of mortality, I found the 
memorials of a f promiſcucus multitude. They were 
huddled, at leaſt they reſted together, without any 
regard to rank or ſeniority. None were ambitious of 
the uppermoſt rooms, or chief ſeats, in this houſe of 
mourning. None entertained fond and eager ex 
tions of being honourably greeted in their darkſome 
cells. The man of years and experience, reputed as 
an oracle in his generation, was content to lie down 
at the feet of a babe. In this houſe appointed for all 
living, the ſervant was equally accommodated, and 
lodged in the fame ſtory, with his maſter. The poor 
_ lay as ſoftly, and ſlept as ſoundly, as the moſt 
opulent poſſeſſor, All the diſtinction that ſubſiſted, was 


The man how wiſe, who, ſick of gaudy ſcenes, 
Is led by choice to take his fav'rite walk 
Beneath death's gloomy, filent, cypreſs ſhades, + 
- Unpierc'd by vanity's ic ray 
To read his monuments, to weigh his duſt, 
Viſit his vaults, and dwell among the tombs ! 


” Night Thoughts. 
1 Wait the great teacher Death. Pork. 


t Miſta ſenum ac juvenum den/antur funera. Hox.. 
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a graſſy hillock, bound with oſiers; or a ſep 
ſtone, ornamented with imagery. | 


| Why then, ſaid my working thoughts, O! why 
ſhould we raiſe ſuch a mighty ſtir about ſuperiority and 
precedence, when the next remove will reduce us all 
to a ſtate of equal meanneſs? Why ſhould we exalt 
, ourſelves, or debaſe others; ſince we muſt all, one day, 
be upon a common level, and blended together in the 
ſame undiſtinguiſhed duſt? O!] that this conſidera» 
tion might humble my own, and others pride; and 
ſink our imaginations as low, as our habitation will 
ſhortly be! 


AMonG theſe confuſed relics of humanity, there 
are, without doubt, perſons of contrary intereſts, and 
contradlicting ſentiments. But death, like ſome able 
days-man, has laid his hand on the contending parties, 
and brought all their differences to an * amicable 
concluſion. Here enemies, ſworn enemies, dwell to- 

er in unity. They drop every embittered thought, 
2 ha they ono were foes. Perhaps, their 
crumbling bones mx, as they moulder ; and thoſewho, 
while they lived, ſtood aloof in irreconcileable va- 
riance, here fall into mutnal embraces, and even in- 
rate with each other in the grave.—O ! that we 
might learn from theſe friendly aſhes, not to - 
tuate the memory of injuries ; not to foment the fe- 
ver of reſentment ; nor cheriſh the turbulence of p 


fon; that there may be as little animoſity and difa- 


greement in the land of the living, as there is in the 
congregation of the dead !—But 1 ſuſpend for a while 
ſuch general obſervations, and addreſs myſelf to a more 


particular inquiry. 


* Hi motus animorum, atque hec certamina tanta, 


Pulveris exigui jactu compreſſa quieſcent. ViRG. 
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YowpEr white ſtone, emblem of the innocence it co- 
vers, informs thebeholder of one, who breathed out 
its tender foul almoſt in the inſtant of receiving it.— 
C | There, the peacetul infant, without ſo much as knowing 
8 | what labour and vexation mean, „ lies ſtill and is 
« quiet; it ſleeps and is at reſt.” Staying only to waſh 
C | away its native impurity in the laver of enerat ion, 
1 it bid a ſpeedy adieu to time, and terreſtrial things. 
| What did the little haſty ſojourner find ſo forbidding 
| and diſguſtful in our upper world, to occaſion its pre- 
cipitant exit? *Tis written, indeed, of its ſufferin 

| Saviour, that when he had taſted the vinegar ming] 
| with gall, he would not drink 4. And did our new- 
come ſtranger begin to / the cup of life ;-but, percei- 
| ving the bitterneſs, turn away its head, and refuſe the 
| draught? Was this the cauſe why the wary babe only 
opened its eyes; juſt looked on the light, and then 
8 into the more inviting regions of undiſturbed 
repoſe 

Happy voyager! no ſooner launched, than arrived at 
the haven 11 — But more eminently happy they, who 

have paſſed the waves, and weathered all the ſtorms, of 

a a troubleſome and dangerous world! who, “through 

« many tnbulations, have entered into the kingdom 

4 of heaven ;” and thereby brought honour to their 

divine convoy, adminiſtered comfort to the companions 

of their toil, and left an inſtructive example to ſuceed- 

ing pilgrims. 2 

ghly favoured probationer ! accepted, without 

being exerciſed It was thy peculiar privilege, not to 
feel the ſlighteſt of thoſe evils, which lon. thy ſur- 
* viving kindred; which frequently fetch groans from 


* Job i. 13. + Matth. xXvii. 34. 
the babe, who privileg'd by fate, 
To ſhorter labour, and a lighter weight, 
Receiv'd but yeſterday the gift of breath, 
Order d to-morrow to return to death, ParrIoR's Sel. 


dhe 
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the moſt manly fortitude, or moſt elevated faith. The 
arrows of calamity, barbed with anguiihs are often fix- 
ed deep in our choiceſt comforts. The fiery darts of 
temptation, ſhot from the hand of hell, are always fly- 
ing in ſhowers around our integrity. To thee, ſweet 
babe, both theſe diſtreſſes and dangers were alike un- 
known. | 

Conſider this, ye mourning parents, and up your 
tears. Why ſhould you lament, that your little ones 
are crowned with victory, before the ſword was drawn, 
or the conflict begun? — Perhaps, the ſupreme Diſpo- 
ſer of events foreſaw ſome inevitable ſnare of tempta- 
tion forming, or ſome dreadful ſtorm of adverſity im- 
pending. And why ſhould you be fo diſſatisſied with 
that ind precaution, which houſed your pleaſant plant, 
and removed into ſhelter a tender flower, before the 
thunders roared ; before the lightnings flew ; before 
the tempeſt poured its rage ? — O remember ! they, are 
not loſt, but taten away from the evil to come . 

At the ſame time, let ſurvivors, doomed to bear the 
beat and burden of the day, for their encouragement re- 
flect, —that it is more honourable to have entered the 
liſts, and to have fought the good fight, before they 
come off conquerors. They who have bore the croſs, 
and ſubmitted to afflictive providences, with a chearful 
reſignation, have girded up the loins of their mind, 
and performed their maſter's will with an honeſt and 
perſevering fidelity ;—theſe, having glorified their Re- 
deemer on earth, will, probably, be as ſtars of the ft 
magnitude in heaven. They will ſhine with brighter - 
beams, be repleniſhed with ſtronger” joys, in their 
Loxp's everlaſting kingdom. 5 


HRE lies the grief of a fond mother, and the blaſt: 


ed expectation of an indulgent father.— The youth 
up, like a well-watered plant; he ſhot deep, roſe high, 


* If, lvii. 1. | 
and 


duſt.— And did he fall alone? No: the hopes of his 
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and bid fair for manhood. But juſt as the cedar began 
to tower, and promiſed ere long to be the pride of the 
wood, and prince among the neighbouring trees ; — 
behold ! the axe is laid unto the root; the fatal blow 
truck ; and all its branching honours tumbled to the 


father that begat him, and the pleaſing proſpects of her 
a bare him, fell, and were cruſhed together with 
Doubtleſs it would have pierced one's heart, to 
have beheld the tender parents following the breathleſs 
youth to his long home. Perhaps drowned in tears, 
and all — with ſorrows, they ſtood, like 
weeping ſtatues, on this very ſpot.—Methinks, I fee 
the deeply diſtrefled mourners attending the fad ſolemni- 
ty. How they wring their hands, and pour floods 
from their eyes !|—Is it fancy? or do I really hear the 
paſſionate mother, in an agony of affliction, taking her 
final leave of the darling of her ſoul ? Dumb ſhe remain- 
ed, while the awful obſequies were performing; dumb 
with grief, and leaning upon the pattern of her woes. 
But now the inward anguiſh ſtruggles for vent; it 

too big to be repreſſed. She advances to the 
brink of the grave. All her ſoul is in her eyes. She 
faſtens one more look upon the dear doleful obj ect, be- 
fore the pit ſhuts its mouth upon him. And as ſhe 
looks, ſhe cries ;—in broken accents, interrupted by 
many a railing ſob, ſhe cries, — © Farewell, my fon ! my 
« ſon! my only beloved! would to Gop I had died for 
* thee ! —Farewell, my child! and farewell all my 
* earthly happineſs !—I fhall never more fee good in 


. © the land of the living. —Attempt not to comfort 


« me. —I will go mourning all my days, till my grey 
* hairs come down, with ſorrow, to the grave.“ 
From this affecting repreſentation, let parents be con- 


vinced, how highly it concerns them to cultivate the 


morals, and ſecure the immortal intereſts of their chil- 
dren.—If you really love the offspring of your own 
. | * ies; 
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bodies; if your bowels yearn over thoſe amiable pled- 


ges of conjugal endearment ; ſpare no pains ; give all 
diligence, I entreat you, © to bring them up in the nur- 
« tureand admonition of the Lozp.” Then may you 
have joy in their life, or conſolation in their death. It 
their ſpan is prolonged, their unblameable and ufeful 
conduct will be the ſtaff of your age, and a balm for decli- 
ning nature. Or, if the number of their years be cut 
off in the midſt, you may commit their remains to the 
duſt, with much the ſame comfortable expectations, 
as you ſend the ſurvivors to places of genteel education. 

You may commit them to the duſt, with chearin 

hopes of receiving them again to your arms, inexpre 
fibly improved in every noble and endearing accompliſh- 

ment. | | | 
is certainly a ſevere trial, and much more afflictive 
than I am able to imagine, to reſign a lovely blooming 
creature, ſprung from your own Be to the gloomy 
receſſes of corruption. Thus to reſign him, after ha- 
ving been Jong dandled upon your Knees, united to 
your affections by a thouſand ties of tenderneſs; and 
now become both the delight of your eyes, and the 
ſupport of your family to have ſuch a one torn from 
your boſom, and thrown into darkneſs, doubtleſs, it 
muſt be like a dagger in your hearts.—But O ! how 
much more cutting to you, and confounding to the 
child, to have the ſoul ſeparated from Gop ; and, for 
ſhameful ignorance, or early impiety, tranſmitted to places 
of eternal torment | How would it aggravate your di- 
ſtreſs, and add a diſtracting emphaſis to all your ſighs, if 
ſhould follow the x. þ corpſe with theſe bitter re- 
eftions * This dear creature, though long ago ca- 
*« pable of knowing good from evil, is gone «ut of the 
« world, before it had learned the great deſign of 
« coming into it. A ſhort-lived momentary exiſtence it 
« received from me; but no good inſtructions, no holy 
% admonitions, nothing to further its well-being in 
* that everlaſting ſtate, upon which it is now en 
66 e 
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The poor Body is conſigned to the coſſin, and carried 
« out to conſume away, in the cold and filent grave. 
And what reaſon have I to ſuppoſe, that the precious 
« ſoul is in a better condition? May I not juſtly fear, 
* that, ſentenced by the righteous Judge, it is going, 
or gone away, into the pains of endleſs puniſhment ? 
« —Perhaps, while I am bewailing its untimely depar- 
« ture, it may be curſing, in outer darkneſs, that 
« eyer to be deplored, that moſt calamitous day, when 
it was born of ſuch a careleſs, ungodly parent, as I 
have been.” 

Nothing, I think, but the gnawings of that worm 
which never dies, can equal the anguiſh of theſe ſelf- 
condemning thoughts. The tortures of a rack muſt 
be an eaſy ſuffering, compared with the ſtings and hor- 
ror of ſuch a remorſe. —How earneſtly do I wiſh, that 
as many as are entruſted with the management of chil- 
dren, would take timely care to prevent theſe ſcourges 
of conſcience, by endeavouring to conduct their minds 
8 * early knowledge of Chrilt, and a cordial /ove of his 
truth 


Ox this hand is lodged one, whoſe ſepulchral ſtone 
tells a moſt pitiable tale indeed! Well may the /ittle mma- 
es, reclined over the fleeping aſhes, hang down their 
eads with that e air! None can conſider fo 
mournful a ſtory, without feeling ſome touches of ſym- 
pathizing concern.—His age twenty-eight; his death 
fudden ; himſelf cut down in the prime of life, amidſt 
all the vivacity and vigour of manhood ; while “ his 
& breaſts were full of milk, and his bones moiſtened 
« with marrow.” —Probably, he entertained no *- 
enſions of the evil hour. And indeed, who could 

ve ſuſpected, that ſo bright a ſun ſhould go down at 
noon? To human 8 his hill ſtood ſtrong. 
Length of days ſeemed written in his ſanguine counte- 
nance. He ſolaced himſelf with the proſpect of a long, 
long ſeries of earthly ſatisfactions.— When lo! an un- 
expected 


* 
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expected ſtroke deſcends! deſcends from that mighty 
arm, which „ overturneth the mountains by their 
roots; and cruſhes the imaginary hero, * before the 
not h,; as quickly, and more eaſily, than our fin- 
gers preſs ſuch a feeble fluttering inſect to death. 
PErHaPs, the nuptial joys were all he thought on.— 
Were not ſuch the breathings of his enamoured ſoul ? 
<« Yet a very little while, and I ſhall poſſeſs the utmoſt 
„ of my withes. I ſhall call my charmer mine; and, 
« in her, enjoy whatever my heart can crave.” — 
the midſt of ſuch enchanting views, had ſome faithful 
friend but ſoftly reminded him of an opening grave, 
and the end of all things; how «nſea/onable would he 
have reckoned the admonition! Yet, though all warm 
with life, and rich in viſionary bliſs, he was even then 
tottering upon the brink af both. Dreadful viciſſi- 
tude! to have the bridal + teſtivity turned into the your 
| ra 


Job iv. 19. Wy L273 — Ad inſtar, ad modum, tinee.—I retain 
this interpretation, both as it is moſt ſuitable to my N 
and as it is patronized by ſome eminent commentators, eſpeci- 
ally the celebrated Schultens, Though I cannot but give the 
preference to the opinion of a judicious friend, who would 
render the paſſage more literally, Before the face of a moth, 
making it to repreſent a creature ſo exceedingly frail, thateven a 
moth, flying againſt it, may daſh it to pieces. Which, be- 
ſides its cloſer correſpondence with the exact import of the 
Hebrew, preſents us with a much finer image of the moſt ex- 
treme imbecillity. For it certainly implies à far greater degree 
of weakneſs, to be cruſhed by the feeble flutter of the feebleſt 
creature, than only to be cruſhed as eaſily as that creature, by 


the hand of man.— The French verſion is very expreſſive and 


beautiful; 4 la rencontre d'un vermiſſeau. FRE 

+ A diſtreſs of this kind is painted in very affecting colours 
by Pliny, in an epiſtle to Marcellinus; © triſte plane acerbum- 
que funus! O morte ipſa mortis tempus indignius ! Jam deſtinuta 
erat egregio uveni; jam electus nuptiarum diet; jam nos ad- 
vocati. Quod gaudium quo merore mutatum eft 1 Nen poſſum,. 
exprimers verbis, quantum anime vuinus acceperim, quum au 


: divi 
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ral ſolemnity! Deplorable misfortune! to be ſhipwreck- 
— — . — and to periſh even in fight of 
happineſs!\—What a memorable proof is here of the 
frallty of man, in his beſt eſtate! Look, O! look on 
this monument, ye gay and careleſs / attend to this date; 
and boaſt no more of to-morrow! 

— 2 — but the bride-maids, girded with 

the marriage-bed? had decked 

t _— . richeſ covers, and ed it in pillows of 
down? When, —oh! truſt not in youth or m_ 
or in any thing mortal; for there is nothin 
nothing t to be — on, beneath the 2 
G0D ; Death, relentleſs death, is making him — 
kind of bed in the duſt of the earth. Unto this he 
muſt be conveyed, not with a ſplendid 2 of 
Joyous attendants ; but ſtretched in the g hearſe, and 
followed a train of mourners. On this he muſt take 
up a lonely lodging, nor ever be releaſed, © till the 

<« heavens are no more. -In vain does the 4 — 
Fair- one put on her ornaments, and expect her {| 
Did ſhe not, like Siſera's mother, look out of the lat- 
tice, chide the delays of her beloved; and wonder 
« why his chariot was ſo long in coming?” little 
thinking, that the intended bridegroom had for ever 
done with tranſitory things! that now everlaſting cares 

employ his mind, without one ſingle — 
his lovely Lucinda {/—Go, diſappoin 2 
mourn the uncertainty of all created bad b Teach 
ſoul to aſpire after a ſure and immutable felicity, for the 
once gay and gallant Fidelio fleeps in other embraces ; 
even in the icy arms of death! forgetful, eternally for- 
getful, of * thee. 


HiTxExTo, one is tempted to exclaim 


the 


| Ling of terrors, and call him capriciouſly cruel. He 


divi 3 ipſum ( ut multa luftuoſa dolor invenit ) præcipi- 
entem, quod in veftes, margaritas, gemmas, fuerat erogaturus, 
hoc in thura, et unguenta, et oderes, impenderetur. 

PLIN. lib. v. epiſt. 26. 


ſeems, 


among the TO MBS. 65 


ſeems, by beginning at the wrong end of the regiſter, 
to — the laws of — Paſſing over the 
couch of decrepit age, he has nipped infancy in its bud, 
blaſted youth in its m, and torn up manhood in its 
full maturity. Terrible indeed are theſe providences, 
yet not unſearchable the counſels : | 


For us they fucken, and for us they die &. 


Such ſtrokes muſt not only grieve the relatives, but 
Jurpriſe the whole neighbourhood. They ſound a power- 
alarm to heedleſs dreaming mortals, and are in- 
tended as a remedy for our carnal ſecurity. Such paſſ- 
oY, inculcate loudly our Loxp's admonition ; 
Take ye heed, watch, and pray: for ye know not 
« when the time is.“ We nod, like intoxicated crea- 
tures, upon the very verge of a tremendous precipice. 
Theſe aſtoniſhing diſpenſations are the kind meſſen 
of heaven, to rou/e us from our fende, and quicken 
us into timely circumſpection. I need not, ſurely, ac- 
commodate them with lan „ nor act as their inter- 
preter. Let every one's conſcience be awake, and this 
will appear their awful meaning: — O! ye ſons of 
men, in the midſt of life you are in death. No ſlate, 
no circumſtances, can aſcertain your preſervation a 
<« ſingle moment. S0 ſtrong is the t's arm, that 
t nothing can reſiſt its force; ſo true his aim, that no- 
e thing can elude the blow. Sudden as lightning, 
c ſometimes, is his arrow launched; and wounds, and 
“ kills, in the twinkling of an eye. Never promiſe 
« yourſelves ſafety in any expedient, but conſtant pre- 
e paration. The fatal ſhafts fly ſo promiſcuoully, that 
none can gueſs the next victim. Therefore be ye al- 
« ways ready: for, in ſuch an hour as ye think not, the 
« final ſummons. cometh.” 
Be ye always ready: for in ſuch an hour as ye think not 
Important admonition ! Methinks, it reverberates 


Night- Thoughts. 
Vor. I. N* 1. E = from 
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from ſepulchre to ſepulchre; and addreſſes me with line 
upon line, precept upon precept.—The reiterated 
I acknowledge, is too needful; may co-ope- 
rating grace render it effectual! The momentous truth, 
though worthy to be engraved on the tables of a moſt 
tenacious memory, is but ſlightly fetched on the tran- 
ſient flow of paſſion. We ſee our neighbours fall; we 
turn pale at the ſhock; and feel, perhaps, a trembling 
dread: No ſooner are they removed from our fight, 
but, driven in the whirl of buſineſs, or lulled in the 
guors of pleaſure, we forget the providence, and 
neglect its errand. The impreſſion made on our un- 
ſtable minds, is like the trace of an arrow through the 
penetrated air, or the path of a keel in the furrowed 
wave. Strange ſtupidity! To cure it, another moni- 
tor me, from a neighbouring ſtone. It con- 
tains the narrative of an unhappy mortal, ſnatched from 
his friends, and hurried to the awful bar; without lei- 
fure, either to take a /a/? farewell of the one, or to 
put up ſo much as a fingle pra) tory for the o- 
ther; killed, accordin 9 the Rel exyeelibn, by a 
ſudden ſtroke of cafualty. 

Was it then a random ſtroke? Doubtleſs, the blow 
came from an aiming, though inviſible hand. Gop 
preſideth over the armies of heaven; Gop ruleth among 
the inhabitants of the earth; and Gop conducteth 
what men call chance. Nothing, nothing comes to 
paſs through a blind and undiſcerning fatality. If acci- 
dents happen, they happen according to the exact fore- 
knowledge, and conformably to the determinate coun- 
ſels, of eternal wiſdom. The Loxp, with whom are 
the ifſues of death, figns the warrant, and gives the 
high commiſſion. The ſeemingly fortuitous diſaſter is 
= the agent, or the inſtrument inted to execute 
the ſupreme decree, When the king of [/rae/ was 
mortally wounded, it ſeemed to be a caſual ſhot. 4 
certain nun drew a bow at a venture * — At a venture, as 


* 1 Kings xxii. 34. he 
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he thought. But his hand was ſtrengthened by an 
omnipotent aid, and the ſhaft levelled by an unerring 
eye. So that what, we term caſualty, is really provi- 
dence, accompliſhing deliberate deſigns, but concealin 
its own interpoſition.— How comforting this reflection! 
Admirably adapted, to ſooth the throbbing anguiſh of 
the mourners, and compoſe their ſpirits into a quiet ſub- 
miſſion! Excellently ſuited, to diſfpate the fears of god 
ly furvivors, and create a calm intrepidity even amidſt 
innumerable perils! | 
How thin is the partition between this world. and an- 
other! How Hort the tranſition from time to eterni- 
ty! The partition, nothing more than the breath in our 
noſtrils; and the tranſition may be made in the twink - 
ling of an eye.—Poor Chremylus, I remember, aroſe 
from the diverſion of a card-table, and dropt into the 
dwellings of darkneſs.— One night, Corinna was all 
gaiety in her ſpirits, all finery in her apparel, at a mag- 
nificent ball. The next night, the lay pale and ſtiff, 
an extended corpſe, and ready to be mingled with the 
mouldering dead. Voung Atticus lived to ſee his ample 
and commodious ſeat completed; but not to ſpend one 
joyous hour under the ſtately roof. The were 
ung to admit the day; but the maſter's eyes were clo - 
ſed in endleſs night, The apartments were furniſhed,, 
to invite ſociety, or adminiſter repoſe; but their lord. 
reſts in the lower parts of the earth, in the ſolitary, 
ſilent chambers. of the tomb. The gardens were plan- 
ned, and a thouſand elegant. decorations deligned ; 
but alas! their intended poſſeſſor is gone down to © the, 
place of {kulls;” is gone down to the valley of the; 
ſhadow. of deat g f [1955 
While I am recollecting, many, I queſtion not, are 
experiencing the ſame tragical viciſſitude. The eyes of 
that ſublime; Being, ho ſits upon the circle of the 
carth, and views all its inhabitants with one compre- 
henſive glance, —even now behold many tents in af- 
fliction; ſuch affliction, 1 the Egyptians 
2 In 


— ꝶ6é— — 2 


around. Some intercepted, as 
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in that fatal night, when the deſtroying angel ſheathed 
his arrows in all the pride of their {trength.—Some, 
ſinking to the floor from their eaſy chair; and deaf e- 
ven amidſt the piercing ſhrieks of their diſtracted rela- 
tions. Some, giving up the ghoſt, as they fit retired, 
or he reclined, under the had) arbour, to taſte the 
ſweets of the flowery i ſcene.— Some, as they ſail, aſſo- 
ciated with a par leaſure, along the dancing 
ſtream, and bil on the nghing meads. Nor 1s the 
grim intruder mo ted, _ wine and muſic flow 
ey are returning home; 
and ſome interrupted, as they enter upon an important 
negotiation.— Some arreſted, with the gain of injuſtice 
in their hands; and ſome ſurpriſed m the very act of 
lewdneſs, or the attem 3 of cruelty. 

Legions, legions of diſaſters, hack as no prudence 
can foreſee, and no care prevent, lie in wait to accom- 
pliſh our doom. A farting horſe may throw his rider; 
may at once dath his bod body ag gainſt the ſtones, and flin 
n ſoul into the inviſible world. A ſack of chimneys 
may tumble into the ſtreet, and cruſh 2 unwary paſ- 


fenger under the ruins. Even a ſingle tile, dropping 


from the roof, may be as fatal as the fall of the whole 
ſtructure.—So frail, ſo very attenuated is the thread of 
life, that it not only burſts before the form, but breaks 
even at a breeze. The moſt common occurrences, thoſe 
from which we ſuſpect not the B harm, wy prove 
the weapons of our deſtruction. one, a de- 
ſpicable fly, may be more mortal * n Gela, with all 
his formidable armour. — Nay, if Gop give com- 
—— our very comforts become killing. e air we 
breathe, is our deve! "om and the food we eat, the vehicle 
of death.—That laſt enemy has unnumbered avenues 
for his approach ; yea, lies entrenched in our very bo- 
„and holds his fortreſs in the ſeat of our life. The 
crimſon fluid, which diſtributes health, is impregnated 
with the ſeeds of death. Heat may inflame it, or toil 
oppreſs it, and make it deſtroy the parts it was deſigned 
Nr! 8 8 WER 2 | | to 
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to cheriſh. Some unſeen impediment may ouſtruct its 
paſſage, or ſome unknown violence may divert its 
courſe; in either of which caſes, it acts the part of a 
poiſonous draught, or a deadly ſtab. 


Ah! in what perils is vain life engag 
What ſight neglects, what trivial faults deſtroy 


The hardieſt frame! Of indolence, of toil 


We die; of want, of ſuperflutty. 
The all-ſurrounding heav'n, the vital air, 
Is big with death, © | 


Since then we are ſo liable to be diſpoſſeſſed of this 
earthly tabernacle, let us look upon ourſelves only as 
tenants at will; and hold ourſelves in perpetual readi- 
neſs, to depart at a moment's warning. Without ſuch 
an habitual readineſs, we are like wretches, that ſleep 
on the top of a maſt, while a horrid gulf yawns, or 
furious waves rage, below. And where can be the 
peace, what the ſatisfaction, of ſuch a ſtate? —Where- 
as, 2 prepared condition will inſpire a chearfulneſs of 
temper, not to be diſmayed by any alarming accident; 
and create a firmneſs of mind, not to be overthrown by 
the moſt threatening dangers. When the city is forti- 
fied with walls, furniſhed with proviſion, guarded by 
able and reſolute troops; what have the inhabitants to 
fear? what may they not enjoy? So, juſt fo, or rather 
by a much ſurer band, are connected the real taſte of 
life, and the conſtant thought of death. va 


Isa, Our very comforts may become killing. —And ſee 
the truth inſcribed by the hand, ſealed with the ſignet 
of fate. The marble, which graces yonder pillar, in- 

forms me, that, near it, are depoſited the remains of 
Sophronia ; the much lamented Sophronia, who died in 
child-bed How often does this —_ happen! The 
branch ſhoots; but the ſtem withers. The babe ſprings 
to light; but ſhe that bare him, breathes her laſt. She 
gives life, but gives it (O pitiable conſideration!) at the 

E 3 | expence 
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expence of her own; and becomes, at once, a not her, 
and a corpſe.— Or elſe, perhaps, ſhe expires in ſevere 
pangs, and is herſelf a tomb for her infant; while the 
melancholy complaint of a monarch's wo is the epitaph 
for them both: The children are come to the birth, and 
there is not ſtrength to bring forth *,—Leſs to be lament- 


ed, in my opinion, th:s misfortune than the other. 


Better for the tender ſtranger to be ſt in the porch, 
than to enter only to converſe. with affliction. Better 
to find a grave in the womb, than to be expoſed on a 
hazardous world, without the guardian of its infantile 
years, without the faithful guide of its youth. 

This monument is diſtinguiſhed by its finer materials, 
and more delicate appendages. It ſeems to have taken 
its model from an affluent hand, directed by a gene- 
rous heart, which thought it could never do enough for 
the deceaſed. It ſeems, alſo, to exhibit an emblematical 

icture of Sophronia*s perſon and accompliſhments. Is 
beauty, or, what 1s more than beauty, her white- 
robed innocence, repreſented by the ſnowy ce/our? The 
furface, ſmoothly poliſhed, like her amiable temper, 
and engaging manners. The whole adorned, in a well- 


- Judged medium between 32h os pomp and fordid 
b 


negligence; like her undiflem goodneſs, remote 
from the leaſt oſtentation, yet in all points exemplary. 
— But ah! how vain were all theſe endearing charms! 
How van the luſtre of thy ſprightly eye! how vain the 
bloom of thy bridal youth! how vain the honours of 
thy ſuperior birth! how unable CT ENTS 
ſeffor the ſavage violence of death How ineffec- 
tual the univerſal eſteem of thy acquaintance ; the 
fondneſs of thy tranſported huſband; or even the ſpot- 
leſs integrity of thy character; to prolong thy ſpan, or 
procure thee a ſhort reprieve!—The concurrence of all 
theſe cireumſtances reminds me of thoſe beautiful and 


tender lines: 


® If, xxxvii. 3. * 
070 
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Haw lov'd, how valu'd once, avails thee not; 

To whom related, or by whom begot. 

A heap of duſt alone remains of thee : 

Tit all THOU art! and all the PROUD Hall be X. 
PorE's Miſcell. 


Yet, 


* Theſe verſes are inſcribed on a ſmall, but elegant monu- 
ment lately erected in the great church at Northampton; which, 
in the hierog lyphical decorations, correſponds with the deſcrip- 
tions introduced above: in this circumſtance particularly, 
that it is dedicated to the memory of an amiable woman, Mrs 
ANNE STONHO USE, the excellent wife of my worthy 
friend Dr STONHOUSE; who has ſeen all the powers 
of that healing art, to which I, and ſo many others, have 
-been greatly indebted, failing in their attempts to preſerve a 
life dearer to him than his own. 


Nec proſunt domino, que proſunt emnibus, arte... Ovid. 


No longer his all-healing art avails ; 
But ev'ry remedy its maſter fails. 


In the midſt of this tender diſtreſs, he has ſought ſome kind of 
conſolation, even from the ſepulchral marble ; by teaching it 
to ſpeak, at once, his eſteem for her memory ; and his venera- 
tion for that religion, which ſhe ſo eminently adorned. Nor 
could this be more ſignificantly done, than by ſumming up her 
character, in that conciſe, but comprehenfive ſentence, A 
9 CHRISTIAN. dat — to be Gas 
to for a mourning-ring ; as compr ve, as the moſt en- 
larged ſphere of — 29 ſocial, and religious worth. For 
whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, what- 
ſoever things are of good report, are they not all included in 

that grand and noble aggregate, A fincere Chriftian ? 
The firſt lines, conſidered in ſuch a connection, are wonder- 
fully plaintive and pathetic ; | 

How lov'd, how valu'd once, avails thee not; 
To whom related, or by whom begot. - 

They ſound, at leaſt in my ears, like the voice of ſorrow 
mingled with admiration. The ſpeaker ſeems to have been 
loſt, for à while, in N contemplation ; ſuddenly 
4 breaks 
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Yet, though unable to divert the ſtroke, Chriſtianity 
1s ſovereign to pluck out the ſting, of death. Is not 
this the filent lan e of thoſe 1a ps which burn, and 
of that heart which flames ; of thoſe palms which flou- 


breaks out into this abrupt encomium ; then melts into tears, 


and can proceed no farther. Yet, in this caſe, how eloquent 
is filence ! While it hints the univerſal eſteem which attended, 
and the ſuperiority of birth which diſtinguiſhed, the deceaſed 
wife ; it expreſſes, beyond all the pomp of words, the yearn- 
ing affection, and heart-felt affliction, of the ſurviving huſdand.— 
Amidſt the group of monumental marbles, which are laviſh 
of their panegyric ; this, I think, reſembles the incomparable 
addreſs of the painter ; who, having placed round a beautiful 
expiring „her friends in all the agonies of grief, repre- 
ſented the unequalled anguiſh of the father, with far greater 
livelineſs and ſtrength, or rather with an inexpreſſible empha- 
fis, by drawing a veil over vis face: 

If the laſt lines are a wide departure from the beaten track 
of our modern epitaphs, and the very „ 
flown compliments, 


A heap of duſt alone remains of thee ! 
"Tis 417 THOU art — and all the PROUD Jul bet 


they are not without a precedent, and one of the moſt conſum- 
mate kind. Since they breathe the very ſpirit of that ſacred 
elegy, in which all the heart of the hero * the friend ſeems 
to be diflolved ; How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of 
war periſhed ! 2 Sam. i. 29, — They remind the reader of 
that awful leſſon, which was originally dictated by the ſupreme 
wiſdom ; Duft thou art, and unto duft thou ſbalt return, Gen. 
ii. 19 hey inculcate, with all the force of the moſt con- 
vincing evidence, that ſolemn admonition delivered by che pro- 
phet ; Ceaſe ye from man, whoſe breath is in his neftrils ; for 
wherein is HE to be accounted of ? If. ii. 22. 

That no reader, however inattentive, might miſtake the 
ſenſe and deſign of this part of the fourth line, 


"Tis ALL thou art! 


it is guarded above and beneath.— Above, is an expanded book, 
that ſeems to be waved, with an air of triumph, over the em- 
blem 


- 
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riſh, and of that crown which glitters, in the well-imi- 


tated and gilded marble? Do 
ing eye, deſcribe the vigilan 


vency 


ey not, to the diſcern- 
ce of her faith; the fer- 
of her devotion; her victory over the world; 


and the celeſtial diadem, which the Loxzp, the righ- 
teous Judge, ſhall give her at that day *? 

How happy the huſband, in ſuch a ſharer of his bed, 
and partner of his fortunes! Their inclinations were 
nicely-tuned unions, and all their converſation was 


ha 


How filken the yoke to ſuch a 


pair, and 
what bleſſings were twiſted with ſuch bands! Every joy 


was heightened, and every care alleviated. Nothing 


ſeemed wan 
ful pro 
themſ 


gled 


| con of their affection augmented, by 


ting to conſummate their bliſs, but a hope- 
y riſing around them.—That they might ſee 
es multiplied in their little ones; ſee their min- 


graces transfuſed into their offspring; and feel the 


being reflected 


om their children: « Grant us this gift,” ſaid their 
united prayers, * and our ſatisfactions are crowned ; 
6 we requeſt no more.“ 
Alas! how blind are mortals to future events! how 
unable to diſcern what is really good +! Give me chil 


blem 


of death: which we cannot but ſuppoſe to be the 


volume 


of inſpiration, as it exhibits a ſort of abridgment of its whole 


contents, in thoſe animated words; BR YE NOT SLOTHFUL, 


BUT 


FOLLOWERS OF THEM, WHO THROUGH 


FAITH 


AND PATIENCE INHERIT THE REROMISES, Heb. vi. 12.,— 


Beneath, that every part might be pregnant with inſtruction, 


are thoſe ſtriking refleftions ; worthy the conſideration of the 
higheſt proficient in knowledge and piety obvious to the 
er; 


underſtanding of the moſt untaug 


Lirz, How 


SHORT ! ETERNITY, HOW LONG |—— May my foul learn 
the forcible purport of this ſhort lefſon, in her contracted 
ſpan of time ! and all eternity will not be too long, to rejoice in 
having learned it. * 2 Tim, iv. 8. 


7 


Neſcia mens hominum fati, ſortiſque future ! 
Turno tempus erit, magno cum optaverit emptum, 
— Pallanta; et cum ſpolia ifta diemque 


Vins. 


dren, 
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dren, {aid Rachel, or elſe I die x. An ardor of impati- 
ence altogether e, and as miſtaken as it 
Was unbecoming. e dies, not by the di ntment, 
but by the accompliſbment, of — — children 
are, to parents, like a flowery chaplet, whoſe beauties 
bloſſom with ornament, and -whoſe odours breathe 
delight; death, or ſome fell misfortune, may find 
means to entwine themſelves with the lovely wreath. 
Whenever our ſouls are poured out, with paſſionate 
importunity, after any inferior acquiſition; it may 
be truly ſaid, in the words of our divine Maſter, 7: 
know not what ye aſt. Does Providence with-hold the 
thing that we long for? It denies in and only 
with-holds the occaſion of our miſery, perhaps the in- 
ſtrument of our ruin. With a ſickly appetite, we often 
loath what is .wholeſome, and hanker after our-bane. 
Where magination dreams of unmingled ſweets, there 
5 finds the bitterneſs of wo. 
Therefore may we covet-immoderately, neither this 
nor that form of earthly felicity ; but refer the whole 
of our condition, to the choice of unerring wiſdom. 
May we learn to renounce our on will; and be ready 
to make a ſacrifice of our warmeſt wiſhes, whenever 
they run counter to the good pleaſure of Gop. For, 
indeed, as to obey his laws, is to be perfectly free; ſo 
to re/ign ourſelves to his diſpoſal, is to effab/r/b our own 
happineſs, and to be ſecure from fear of evil. 


Hxxx a ſmall and plain ſtone is placed upon the 
; purchaſed, one would imagine, from the little 


Nothing coſtly ; not one decoration added; only a 


very ſhort inſcription; and that fo effaced, as to be 


intelligible. —Was the — unfaithful to 
its ? Or were the letters worn, by the frequent re- 
| ſort of the ſurviving family, to mourn over the grave 


* Gen. XXX. I. 


of 


and formed by the hand, of frugality itſelf. 
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of a moſt valuable and beloved relative? For I per- 
ceĩve, upon a cloſer inſpection, that it covers the re- 
_— : * Brin a religious father; ſnatched from 

Mir re they were ſettled in the 
= 0 jo 1 their principles fixed by a tho- 


rough A : 


Tuis, ſure, is the moſt complicated diſtreſs, that has 
hitherto come under our conſideration. The ſolemni- 
— of ſuch a dying chamber, are ſome of the moſt 

and 3 ſcenes imaginable.— There lies 
the * huſband; the indulgent parent; the 
faithful friend; and the generous maſter. He lies in 
the laſt extremities, and on the very point of diſſolu- 
tion. Art has done its all. The raging diſeaſe mocks 
the power of medicine. It haſtens, with reſiſtleſs im- 

tuoſity, to execute its dreadful errand ; to rend a- 
3 £ ſilver cord of life, and the more delicate tie 

of ſocial attachment, and conjugal affection. 

A ſervant or two, from a revering diſtance, caſt 
many a wilhful look, and condole their honoured ma- 

ſter in the language of ſighs. The condeſcending mild- 

neſs of his commands was wont to produce an Alacrity 

of obedience, and render their ſervice a pleaſure. The 

p of both embitters their grief, and makes 

it trickle down their honeſt cheeks.—HHis 

friends, who ave o often ſhared his joys, and glad- 
dened his 2 with their enlivening converſe, now 
are miſerable comforters. A ſympathizing and mourn- 
ful pity is all the relief they are able to contribute; un- 
leſs it be augmented by their ſilent prayers for the di- 


vine ſuccour, and a word of conſolation ſu ed from 
the ſcriptures *. Thoſe poor innocents, e children, 
croud 


"+ Texts of ſeri nog, woos M5 Binney contain» 
ee ſera under affliction, Lam. iii, 32. Heb. 
xii, 6. 1 Ger. . Ie pardon, JW, g. Kr 18. 
1. Jebn ii. 1. 2. As x. 43.—0f juſtification, Rom. v. 9. 
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croud around the bed; drowned in tears, and almoſt 
frantic with grief, they ſob out their little ſouls, and 
paſſionately cry, . Will he leave us? leave us in a help- 
< lefs condition! leave us to an injurious world!” 
Theſe ſeparate ſtreams are all united in the diſtreſſ- 
ed ſpouſe, and overwhelm her breaſt with an impe- 
tuous tide of forrows. In her, the lover weeps, the 
wite mourns, and all the mother yearns. To her, the 
loſs is beyond meaſure aggravated, months and 
dg of f delightful ſociety, and exalted friendſhip. — 
can ſhe meet with ſuch unſuſpected fi- 
delity, or A ſuch unreſerved confidence? where 
find fo diſcreet a counſellor ; ſo improving an example; 
-and a * ſo ſedulouſly attentive to the intereſts 
of herſelf, and her children ?—See! how ſhe hangs o- 
ver the languiſhing bed; moſt tenderly ſolicitous to 
prolong a life, important and deſirable far beyond her 
own ; or, if that be im cable, no leſs tenderly of- 
ficious to ſooth the laſt agonies of her dearer carer ſe — 
Her hands, trembling —. direful ap 
wipe the cold dews from the livid 1 2 fe. 
times ſtay the ſinking head on her gentle arms, ſome- 
times reſt it on her compaſſionate boſom. —See ! how 
the gazes, with a ſpeechleſs ardor, on the pale coun- 
tenance, and meagre features. Speechleſs her tongue; 
but ſhe looks unutterable thin While all her ſoft 
Poul die throb with unavailing fo ondneſs, and her very 


bleeds with exquiſite an 
The /ufferer, all Yu ins fi ſubmits to the 


divine will ; and, ſubmiſſion, becomes ſuperior to 
his affliction. He is ſenſibly touched with the diſcon- 
folate ſtate of his attendants ; and pierced with an an- 
xious. concern for his wife and children ; his 
wife, who will W his chil- 


. viii. 33: 34. eee Pſal. 
iii. 4. Pſal. Ixxiii. 26. 1 Cor. xv. 56. 57. —of a happy 
reſurrection, John vi. 40. 2 Cor. v. 1. Rev. vii. 16. 17. 


dren, 
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dren, who will ſoon be helpleſs orphans. © Yet, though 
“ caſt down, not in deſpair.” He is greatly refreſh- 
op by - truſt i the everlaſting covenant, and Jus 
ope of approaching glory. Religion gives a dignity to 
diſtreſs. 5 each 9 — of aſs, he — bis very 
comforters ; and ſuffers with all the' majeſty of wo. 
The ſoul, juſt going to abandon the tottering clay, 
collects all her force, and exerts her laſt efforts. The 
youu man raiſes himſelf on his pillow; extends a kind 
d to his ſeryants, which is bathed in tears; takes 

an affecting farewell of his friends; claſps his wife in 
a feeble embrace; kiſſes the dear pledges of their mu- 
tual love; and then pours all 
and of ſtrength, in the following words:“ I die, 
« my dear children but Gop, the everlaſting Go, 
will be with you. Though you loſe an earthly pa- 
“ rent, you have a Father in heaven, who lives 
for evermore.—Nothing, nothing but an unbelie- 
« ving heart, and irreligious life, can ever ſeparate 


you from the regards of his providence, from the 


*« endearments of his love.“ 


He could proceed no farther. His heart was full ; but 


utterance failed. After a ſhort pauſe, with difficulty, 
great difficulty, he added, —<You the dear partner of my 
_« ſoul, you are now the only protector of our orphans. 

leave you under a weight of cares. — But Gop, 
© who defendeth the cauſe of the widow, — Gop, 
«© whoſe promiſe is faithfulneſs and trath,—Gop hath 


&« ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee * —This 


« revives my drooping ſpirits, —let this ſupport the 
wife of my boſom ;—and now, O Father of com- 


« paſſions into thy hands I commend my ſpirit.— En- 


« couraged by thy promiſed goodneſs, I leave my fa- 
« therleſs" | | 


Here he fainted ; fell back upon the bed ;, and lay, 


for ſome minutes, bereft of his ſenſes. As a taper, up- 


* Heb. xiii. 5. 
On 


t remains of life 
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on the very point of extinction, is ſometimes ſud- 


denly rekindled, and leaps into a quivering flame; 


ſo hfe, before it totally expired, gave a partin 
ſtruggle, and once more looked abroad from the 2 


pening eye-lids.—He would fain have ſpoke, fain have 


uttered the ſentence he began. More than once he eſ- 
fayed : but the organs of ſpeech were become like a bro- 
ken veſſel, and nothing but the obſtructing phlegm rat- 
tled in his throat. His a/þe, however, /poke affection 
MHexpreſſible. With all the father, all the huſband ſtill 
living in his looks, he takes one more view of thoſe 
dear children, whom he had often beheld with a pa- 
rental triumph. He turns his dying eyes on that 
beloved woman, whom he never beheld but with a 
glow of delight. Fixed in this „ amidſt ſmiles 
of love, and under a gleam of heaven, they ſhine out 

Upon this, the filent ſorrow burſts into loud la- 
ments. They weep, and refuſe to be comforted. 
Till ſome length of time had given vent to the exceſs 
of paſſion; and the conſolations of religion had 
ſtaunched their bleeding woes. Then the afflicted fa- 
mily ſearch for the ſentence, which fell unfini/bed 
from . thoſe loved, thoſe venerable, and pious lips. 
They find it recorded by the prophet Jeremiah, con- 
taining the direction of infinite wiſdom, and the pro- 


miſe of unbounded goodneſs; Leave thy fatherleſs cbil. 
dren,; I will preſerve them alive; and let thy widows 


truſt in ne —This, now, is the comfort of their 


life, and the joy of their heart. They treafure it up in 
their memories. It.is the beſt of /egacies, and an inexhauſt-. 
ible fund: A fund which will ſupply all their 1 Lt, | 


entailing the bleſſing of heaven on all.their hon 


bours.—They are rich, they are happy, in this ſacred 


pledge of the divine favour. They fear no evil; they 
want no good; becauſe Gop is their portion, and 
their guardian Gop. | 


fer. Wx. 11. 


No 


> 
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No ſooner turned from one memento of my own, 


and memorial of another's deceaſe, but a ſecond, a 
third, a long ſucceſſion of theſe melancholy monitors, 
croud upon my fight *.—That which has fixed my 


obſervation, is one of a more grave and fable aſpect 
than the former. : Jen. it preſerves the relics 
of a more aged One would conjecture, that 


he made — at of a figure in his ſtation amon 
the living, as his monument does among the fun 
marbles. Let me draw near, and inquire of the ſtone, 
« Who, or what, is beneath its ſurface?” -I am inform- 
ed, he was once the owner of a- confiderable eftate ; 


which was much improved, by his own application 
ement: that he left the world in tons 


and m 
period of life, R à little beyond the 
dian. 


Probably , replied x muſing mind, one of thoſe 
indefaticabied who riſe early; late take reſt; and 


eat the bread catefulicels; r che lo- 


ving-kindneſs *. Loxp, not to make 

for any reaſonable neceſſity, but only to amaſ7 toge- 
ther ten thouſand times more than they cn Je 
—_—_ he not lay ſchemes for 

and dizing his family? Did he not ſe to 
join to field, and add houſe to houſe, till his 


eſfons were almoſt as vaſt as his deſires? that, then, 


would f fit down, and enjoy what he had acqui- 


red; breathe a while from toilſome purſuit of 1 


things temporal, and, perhaps, think alittle of things 
eternal 


But ſee the folly of worldly wiſdom! How filly, how 
childiſh, is the fagacity of (what is called) manly and” 


—Plurima mortis imago. Vit. 
| Hac mente laborem ; 
Seſe ferre, fenes ut in otia tuta recedant, Tromia 
Aiunt, cum ſibi fint. congefta cibaria.— Hom. 


maſterly 


ly 
g his fortune, 


for execution; and the lon 
ment ſeems to a pproach; Walt Go 
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maſterly prudence, when it contrives more ſolicitouſ- 

* for TIME, than it provides for ETERNITY! 
w ſtrangely infatuated are thoſe ſubtile heads, which 
themſelves in concerting meaſures for phantoms 

of a day, and ſcarce beſtow a thought on everlaſting 
realities /—When every wheel moves on — 2 L 


when all the well-diſpoſed deſigns are mo OP: 
en — 


old! Gop from on high 
laughs at the Babel. builder. Death töuches the bu 
and it breaks; it drops into nothing. The cobweb, 


moſt finely ſpun indeed, but more eaſily ——— is 
ſwept away in an inſtant; and all the "abortive 


Jjects are buried in the ſame grave with their proj 


So true is that verdict, which the wiſdom from 5 
paſſes on theſe ſucceſs 2 unfortunates : They walk 
in a vain ſhadow, and diſquiet themſelves in vain &. 

Speak, ye that attended fuch a one in his laſt mi- 
nutes; ye that heard his 7 ing ſentiments ; did he not 
cry out, in the language —— ſenſuality — 


Aach! how terrifle is thy approach, to a man im- 


« merſed in ſecular cares, and void of all concern for 
the never-ending hereafter / Where, alas! is the pro- 
« fit, where the comfort, of entering deep into the 
* knowledge, and of being dexterous in the diſpatch, 
4 of carthly affairs; ſince I have, all the while, neglet: 
« ed the one thing needful / Deſtructive miſtake ! 
have been 9 * to every inferior intereſt; I &. | 
Aid myſelf out on the trifles of a moment; but have 
* ed heaven; have forgot eternal ages Ol that 
4 my days“ Here he was going on to breathe ſome 
fruitleſs w; wiſhes, or to form I know not what ineffectual 
reſolutions. But a ſudden con vulſion ſhook his nerves ; 
diſabled his tongue; and, in leſs than an hour, diſſolved 


his frame. 
May the children of thik world be waraed, by the 


* Pſal. xxxix. 6. 
dying 


1 


FA 
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dying words of an unhappy brother, and gather ad- 
vantage from his mis fortune. Why ſhould they pant, 
with ſuch impatient ardor, after wh:te and yellow earth, 
as if the univerſe did not afford ſufficient for every one 
to take a little? Why ſhould they ade themſelves 
with thick clay, when they are to © run for an incor- 
«« ruptible crown, and preſs towards the prize of their 
high calling?“ Why ſhould they overload the veſ- 
fel, in which their everlaſting ALL is embarked ; or 
fill their arms with ſaperfluities, when they are to ſwim 
for their ive! Vet fo prepoſterous is the conduct 
of thoſe perions, who are all induſtry, to heap up an 
abundance of the wealth which periiheth ; but are 
ſcarce ſo much as faintly defirous, of being rich to- 
wards Gop. | $: | 
O! that we may walk, through all theie glittering 
toys, at leaſt with a wiſe ind e, if not with a 
ſuperior diſdain ! Having enough for the conveniencies 
of life, let us only accommodate ourſelves with things be- 
low, and lay up our treaſures in the regions above.— 
Whereas, if we indulge an anxious concern, or laviſh 
an inordinate care, on any tranſitory poſſeſſions; we 
ſhall rivet them to our affections with ſo firm an uni- 
on, that the utmoſt ſeverity of pain muſt attend the 
r ſtroke. By ſuch, an eager attachment to 
what will certainly be raviſhed from us, we ſhall on- 
ly infure to ourſelves accumulated anguiſb, againſt the 
agonizing hour: we ſhall plant, aforehand, our dy- 
ing pillow with thorns *. | Tl 


6 . x 


'SOME, I perceive, arrived at threeſcore years and ten, 
before they made their exit; nay, ſome few reſigned 
not their breath, till they had numbered fourſcore re- 


Lean not on earth; "twill pierce thee to the heart; 
A broken reed at beſt, bur oft a _ : 
On its ſh int peace bleeds, ope expires. b 
mne Night-Thoughts, Ne III. 
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volving harveſts. Theſe, I would hope, << remember» 
<* ed their Creator in the days of their youth; before 
their ſtrength became labour and ſorrow ;—before that 
low ebb of languiſhing nature, when the keepers of the 
houſe tremble, and thoſe that look out of the windows are 
darkened * when even the lighting down of the 
gralbopper it a burdenon the bending ſhoulders, anddefere 
itſelf fails in the liftleſs, lethargic ſoul ;—before thoſe 
heavy hours come, and thoſe tireſome moments draw 
nigh, in which, there is too much reaſon to ſay, We 
& have no pleaſure in them; no improvement from 
* them.”* tr 4 

If their lamps were unfurniſhed with oil, how unfit 
muſt they be, in ſuch decrepit circumſtances, to go 
tothe market, and buy +! For, beſides a variety of difor- 
ders, ariſing from Tho RY RIO = 

corruptions muſt be ſurpriſingly ened, by ſuch a 

| long courſe of irreligion. Foil habits muſt have 
| ftruck the deepeſt root; muſt have twiſted themſelves 
| with every fibre of the heart ; and be as thoroughly 
ingrained in the diſpoſition, as the foot in the Æt hiopi- 
ans catnplexion, or the ſpots in the leopard's ſkin. If 
fach a one, under fuch diſadvantages, ſurmounts all 
the difficulties which lie in his way to glory, it muſt 
; be a great and mighty ſalvation indeed. If ſuch a one 
_ eſcapes deſtruction, and is faved at the laſt, it muſt, 
| __ * without all enture, be— /o as by fire f. 


This is the ſeaſon which ſtands in need of comfort, 
and is very improper to enter upon the conſich. The 


© ,® Fetl. xii. 3. 5. I need not remind my reader, that, by 
| the-former of theſe figarative n 


=. van vat ed ſtate of the hands and arms by the latter, the dim- 
| ne/s of the eyes, or the total 4% of fight :, that, taken in con- 
| nection with other parts of the chapter, they exhibit, in a ſe- 
ries of bold and lively metapbors, a deſcription of the various 
infirmities attendant on old age. 


| + Math, Av. 9 1 Cor. iii. 15. 
dale. 5 * 
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huſbandman ſhould now be putting in his fickle, or 
eating the fruit of his F to break 
up the ground, or ſcatter the ſeed. Nothing, tis true, 
is impoſſible with Gop. He ſaid, Let there be ligbt, 


and there was light ; inſtantaneous light, diffuſed, as 
quick as thought, through all the diſmal dominion of 
primeval darkneis. At his command, a leproſy of 


the longeft continuance, and of the utmoſt inveteracy, 
departs in a moment. He can, in the greatneſs of 
his ſtrength, quicken the wretch, who las lain dead 
in treſpaſſes and fins, not four days only, but four- 
ſcore years. et truſt not, O truſt not, a point of 
ſuch inexpreſſible imp ce, to ſo dreadful an uncer- 
tainty. Go may ſuſpend his power; may withdraw 
Bis help; may ſwear in his w- that ſuch abuſers of 
his oy mg ſhall never enter into his reſt.” _ 
Ye, therefore, that are vigorous in health, and bloom- 
ing in years, improve the precious opportune. Im- 
your golden hours to the nobleſt of. all purpo- 
es; fuch as may render you meet for the inhentance 
of fainfs in light; and aſcertain, your title to a ſtate of 
immortal youth, to a crown of eternal glory *. 
Stand not, all 4 of your day, idle; triile no 


* May I be permitted to recommend, as a treaſure of fine 
fentiments, and a treatiſe particularly appoſite to my ſubje&, 
Da EUCAS's Irovitr Arx naPPixess? chat part e- 
ſpecially, which diſplays the method, and enumerates the ad- 
vantages, of inproving Iiſe, or living much in 4 little” time. 
chap. III. p. 159, of che 6th edit. An author, in whom the 

„che ſcholar; and the Chriſtian, are moſt happily 
united. A performance; which, in point of ſolid argument, 
unaffected piety, and a vein of thought amazingly fertile, has, 
perhaps, no ſuperior. Nor can I wiſh my reader a more re- 
fined pleaſure, or à more ſubſtantial happineſs, than that of 
having the ſentiments of this entertaining and pathetic writer, 
wove into the very texture of his heart. Unleſs I might be 
allowed to wiſh, that the writer himſelf had interſperſed the 
rious peculiarities of the go/pel (on which our bappineſs abſo- 

tely depends) a little * through all his works. 


longer 


| bility, death may be bending his bow, 
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Þnger with the offersof this immenſe felicity ; but make 
haſte, and delay not the time, to keep God's com- 
mandments. While you are loitering in A inſery inſenſi- 
markin 
youout tor ſpeedy victtms.——Not long ago, I happen 
to*ſpyathoughtleſs jay. The poor bird was idly buſied 
in drefling” his pretty plumes, or hopping careleſsly 
from ſpray to ſpray. A ſportſman, coming by, ob- 
ſerves the feathered rover. Immediately he lifts the 
tube, aridlevels his blow. Swifter than whirlwind, flies 
the leaden death ; and, in a moment, lays the filly 
creature breathleſs on the ground.—Such, ſuch may be 
the fate of the man, who has a 2 75 occafion of obtain- 
ing grace to-day, and wantonly poſtpones the improve- 
ment of it till to-morrow. He may be cut off in the 
midſt of his folly ; and ruined for ever, while he is 


dreaming of being wie hereafter. 


Sox, no doubt, came fo this their laſt retreat, full 
of piety, and full of days, © as a ſhock of corn, ripe 
with age, and laden with plenty, cometh in, in 50 
« ſeaſon *. Theſe were children of of Tape, and wiſe 
in their generation ; wiſe with that ted wiſdom 
which cometh from above, and with that enduring 


wiſdom which laſts to eternity. Rich alſo they were, 
more honourably and permanently rich, than all the 
votanes of e e The wealth of the one has made 
itielf wings, and is irrecoverably gone; while the 
wretched acquirers are tranſmitted to that place of pe- 
nury and pain, — — — of wa- 
ter is allowed to cool their ſcorched ton e ſtores 
of the other ſtill abide with them; ou i d 

from them ; but make them glad, for ever and ever, 
in the city of their Gop. Their treaſures were ſuch, 


Zs no created power could tate away ; ſuch as none but 
iinſinite — can beſtow ; and — to 


¹ 0 . 26. 


conſider ) 
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conſider!) fuch as I, and every indigent longing ſin- 
ner, may obtain; treaſures of heavenly knowledge, 
and faving faith; treaſures of atoning blood, and im- 
puted righteouſneſs, | 

Here * lie their bodies in “ peaceable habitations, 
and quiet reſting- places.“ Here they have 3 


* Some, I know, are offended at our burying corpſes with - 
in the church; and exclaim againſt it, as a very great impropriety 
and indecency. But this, I imagine, proceeds from an exceſ- 

_ tive and miſtaken delicacy. If proper care be taken to ſecure 
from injury, the foundations of 1 the building; and to prevent 
the exhalation of any noxious gfluvia, from the putrefying 
fleſh ; I cannot diſcover any inconveniencics attending chis 
Panne.. a a 
The notion, that naiſome carcaſes (as they are called) are 
very unbecoming a place conſecrated to religious purpoſes, ſeems 
to be derived from the antiguated Jeuiſb canon; whereby it 
was declared, that a dead body imparted def lement to the per- 
ſon who touched it, and polluted the ſpot where it was lodged; 

On which account, the Fews were ſcrupulouſly careful to have 
their ſepulchres built at a diſlance from their houſes; and 
made it a point of conſcience, not to ſuffer burial-places to ſub- 
ſiſt in the city. But as this was a rite purely ceremoniali it ſeems 
to be entirely ſuperſeded by the go/pe/-diſpendation. - | 
I cannot forbear thinking, that, under the Chriſtian œcono- 
my, there is a propriety and uſefulneſs in the cuſtom, —U/e- 
22 becauſe it muſt render our folema aſſemblies more 
venerable and awful. For, when we walk over the duſt of our 
friends, or kneel upon the aſhes of our relations, this awaken- 
ing circumſtance muſt ſtrike a lively impreſſion of our own 
mortality. And what conſideration can be more effectual, to 
make us ſerious and attentive in hearing, carneſt and-impor- 
tunate in praying ? | "> | 
As for the fitneſs of the uſage, it ſeems perfectly ſuitable to 
the defign of thoſe facred edifices. They are ſet apart for Gop; 
not only to receive his worſhippers, but to preſerve the furniture 
for holy miniſtrations, and what is, in a peculiar manner, ap- 

iated to the Divine Majeſty. Are not the bodies of the 
ints the Almighty's property? Were they not once the ob- 


jects of his tender love? Are they not till the ſubjects of his 
F 3 Special 


glorious immortality : why ſhould it be thought a thing impro- 
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off every burden, and are eſcaped from every ſnare. 
The head aches no more ; the eye forgets to weep ; the 
fleſh is no longer racked with acute, nor waſted with 
lingering diſtempers. Here they receive a final releaſc 
from pain, and an everlaſting diſcharge from ſorrow. 
Here danger never threatens them with her terrify- 

alarms ; but tranquillity ſoftens their couch, and 
0 ety guards their repoſe.—Reſt then, ye precious 


relics, within this pitable-gloom. Reſt in gentle 


ſpecial care? Has he not given commandment concerning the 
bones of his cle& ; and charged the ocean, and cnjoiped the 
grave, to keep them until that day? When rocks bright with 
gems, or mountains rich with mines, . are abandoned to the de- 
flames ; will not theſe be reſcued from the fiery ruin? Will 
not the/e be tranſlated into Coe s kingdom, and, con- 
jointly with the ſoul, made ** his jewels; made his peculiar 
« treaſure ;” made to ſhine as the brightneſs of N 
and as the ſtars for ever and eve r? 

Is not CHRIST the LORD of aur bodies ? Are they not 


| bought with a price ? bought, not with corrupt ible things, fil- 


ver and gold, but with his divinely precious blood. And if the 
blefled Jesvs obtained the redemption of our bodies, at ſo in- 
finitely dear a rate; can it enter into our hearts to conceive, 
that he ſhould diſlike to have them repoſed under his own ha- 
bitation ?—Once more; Are not the bodies of the faithful, 
temples of the Holy Ghoſt and is there not, upon this fuppo- 
fition, an apparent propriety, rather than the leaſt indecorum, 
in remitting theſe temples of ficth to the temples made with 
hands? They are veſſels of honour; inſtruments of righteouſ- 
neſs; and, even when broken by death, like the fragments of 
a golden bowl, are valuable: are worthy to be aid wp in the 
ſafeſt, moſt honourable 

Upon the whole, ſince the Loa o Juzevs has purchaſod them 


| at theexpence of his blood, and the blefſed Spirit has honoured 


them with his indwelling preſence ; fince they are right dear 
in the Gght ef the adorable Trinity, and undoubted heirs of a 


, to admit them to a tranſient reſt in hels heavenly Farber's 

? Why may they not lie down and flecp inthe ater 
courts, fince they are ſoon to be ere 
ng — age, oil | 2 
ſlumbers, 
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flumbers, till the laſt trumpet ſhall give the welcome 
fignal, and ſound aloud, through all your ſilent man- 
ons, « Ariſe; ſhine; for your light is come, and the 
© ons the Lon b is riſen upon you &.“ 
theſe, how calm was the evening of life! In 
what a ſmiling ſerenity did their ſun go down ! When 
their fleſh and their heart failed, how reviving was 
2 remembrance of an all- ſufficient Redeemer, once 
dying for their fins, now riſen again for their juſtiſica · 
How chearing the FINES hope of par- 
= for their tranſgreſſions, and peace with Gon; 
through Jzsus CartsT our LoD! How did this 
aſſuage the agonies, and ſweeter the bitterneſs of death? 
—W now is wealth, with all her golden moun- 
tains ?—Where is honour, with her proud trophics of 
renown ?—Where are all the vain pomps of a delu- 
ded world? Can they inſpire ſuch comfort, can they ad 
miniſter any ſu in this laſt extremity ? Can they 
compoſe the ighted thoughts, or buoy up the de- 
parting ſoul, all the pangs ; of diflolution ?—The 
followers of the 1 Lamb ſeem pleaſed and triumphant, e- 
ven at their laſt gaſp. * Gop's everlaſting arms are un- 
derneath f theirfainting heads. His Spirit whiſpers 
and conſolation to their conſciences. In the 
of theſe heavenly ſuccours, they quit the field; not an. 
tives, but conquerors ; with < hopes full of immortality.” 
And now they are gone.—The ſtruggles of reluctant 
nature are over. The body fleeps in death: the foul 
launches into the inviſible ſtate. But who can imagine 
the delightful ſurpriſe, when they find themſelves ſur- 
rounded by guardian angels, inſtead of weep? fron 
How ſecur 5 do they wit their wa wie fl 
unknown worlds, under the condu of thoſe 2 
— ! — The vale of tears is quite loſt. Farewell, 
ever, the realms of wo, and range of ant. 
beings | They arrive on the frontiers of inexpveſſible 


* If. Is, 1, | + Deut. xxxili. 27. 
F 4 felicity. 
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felicity. They © are come to the city of the living 
& Sov While a voice, ſweeter than muſic in her 
| ſofteſt ſtrains, ſweet as the harmony of hymning ſera- 
phim, congratulates their arrival, and beſpeaks their 
| admiſſion: Lift up your heads, O ye gates ; and be ye 
hift up, ye everlaſting doors; that the heirs of glory 
may enter in 
Here, then, let us leave the ſpirits and ſouls of the 
righteous, eſcaped from an catungling wilderneſs, and 
received into a paradiſe of delights! eſcaped from the 
territories of diſquietude, and ſettled in regions of 
unmoleſted ſecurity ! Here they fit down with Abraham, 
Jaac, and- Jacob, in the kingdom of their Father. Here 
they min with an innumerable company of angels, 
and rejoice around the throne of the Lamb ; rejoice in 
the fruition of preſent felicity, and in the affured e 
tation of an inconceivable addition to their bliſs ; w 
GOD Hall call the heavens from above, and the N 
that be may judge his people *. 
Fools accounted their life madneſs, and their end to be 
without honour ; but they are numbered among the children 
. and their ht, their diſtinguiſhed and eternal 
_ ſaints + However, therefore, an un- 
world may deſpiſe, and a world vil: 
ae wa truly religious; be Aal he ho ee wa ahl 
deſire of my heart! & Let me hve the life, and die 


® Seneca's reflections upon the ſtate of holy ſouls, delivered 
from the burden of the fleſh, are ſparkling and fine ; yet very 
indiftin and empty, compared with the particulars mentioned 
above, and with many others that might be collected from 
ſcripture. In hoc tam procelloſo, et in omnes tempeſtates ex- 
. pqſito navigantibus mari, nullus portus, ni mortis ct. Ne 
| it aguc invideris fratri tuo; quieſcit, Tandem liber, tandem 
A tut us, tandem æternus e. Fruitur nunc aperte et libero cœ- 
| lo; ex humili & depreſſo, in eum emicuit kcum, qui ſolutas 
vinculis anima beato ricipit nu; et nunc omnia rerum na- 
tura bona cum ſumma voluptate percipit. Sen, ad Polyb 


+ Wiidom v. 4. 5. 1 
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« the death, of the righteous: O! let my latter end, 
« and future ſtate, be like theirs !”? * 


War figure is that which ſtrikes my eye „ Hide 
an eminent part of the wall? It is not only placed in 
a more elevated ſituatian than the reſt, but carries a 
more ſplendid and ſumptuous air than ordinary. Swords 
and ſpears, murdering engines, and inſtruments of 
ſlaughter, adorn the ſtone with a formidable magni- 
ficence,—lt proves to be the monument of a noble 
warrior. 

Is ſuch reſpect, thought I, paid to the memory of 
this brave ſoldier, for Kerigcin g! his life to the public 
good: — Then, what honours, —_— immortal 2 
are due to the t Captain of our ſalvation? who, 
though Lord the angelic legions, and ſupreme 


Commander of all the heavenly hoſts, 3 offer= 


ed himſelf a bleeding propitiation for fimners 

The one died, being a mortal; and only yielded up 
a life, which was long before forfeited to divine juſtice; 
which muſt ſoon have been ſurrendered -as a debt to 
nature, if it had not fallen as a prey to war.—But 
CRIST took fleſh, and gave up the ghoſt, though 
he was the great I AM; the Fountain of exiſtence; 
who calls happineſs and immortality all his own. He, 
who thought it no robbery to be equal with God ; he 
whoſe ou o_— were from — even he was 
made in eneſs of man, cut off out of the 
land of the living. Wonder, O heavens! be aſtoniſhed, 
O earth! HE died the death, of whom it is witneſſed, 
that he is © the true Gop, and eternal life *.” 

The one ex *poed himſelf to peril, in the ſervice of his 
ſovereign and his country ; w though i it was glorious 
to bo} yet would have been ignominious, in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, to have declined. - But CHRIST took the 
field, though he was the bleſſed and only potentate ; the 


* x John v. 20. 


KING 


90 MEDITATIONS 


KixG of kings, and Load of lords. CaxxisT took 
the field, though he was /ure to drop in the engage- 
ment; and put on the harneſs, though he knew before- 
hand, that it muſt reek with his blood. That Prince 
of heaven reſigned his royal perſon, not barely to the 
hazard, but to the inevitable ſtroke; to death, certain in 
its and armed with all its horrors.— And for 
whem? Not for thoſe who were in any degree deſer- 
ving; but for his own diſabedient creatures ; for the 
—_— of condemned malefactors; for a band of re- 
bels, a race of traitors, the moſt obnoxious and inex- 
cuſable of all criminals ; whom he might have left to 
periſh in their iniquities, without the leaſt impeachment 
of his goodneſs, and tothe diſplay of his avenging juſtice. 
Ihe one, it is probable, died expeditiouſly ; was ſud- 
denly wounded, and ſoon ſlain. A bullet wy in 
W 9 ſheathed in his breaſt N 
axe i e brain, might put a ſpeedy end to hi 
miſery, Ach him “as in a moment.“ —Whereas 
the divine Redeemer expired in — and protract- 
ed torments. His pangs were as ingering, as they 
were erguiſite. Even in the — his laſt ſufler- 
ing, what a load of ſorrows overwhelmed his ſacred 
humanity ! till the intolerable preſſure wrung blood, 
inſtead of ſweat, from every pore; till the crimſon 
ſiood ſtained all his raiment, and tinged the very 
ſtones. —But when the laſt ſcene of the tragedy com- 
menced, when the executioner's hammer nailed 
him to the croſs; Ol how many diſmal hours did that illu- 
ſtrious ſufferer hang; a {| of wo to Gop, toangels, 
and to men! His temples mangled with the thorny 
crown! his hands and feet cleft with the rugged irons! 
Fl 
i is v ierced Wi unutter· 
able diſtreſs 7 * 


S0 long he hung, that nature, through all her do- 
minions, was thrown into ſympathizing commotions. 
The earth could no longer faſtain fuch barbarous in- 
1.2 | dignities, 
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dignities, without trembling; nor the ſim behold 
them, without horror. Nay, ſo long did he hang in 
this extremity of agony and torture, that the alarm - 
reached even the remote regions of the dead, Never, 
O my. ſoul, never forget the amazing truth. The 
Lamb of Gop was ſeized ; was bound ; was 
tered with the utmoſt inhumanity; and endured death 
in all its bitterneſs, for thee. His murderers, ſtudiouſ- 
ly cruel, ſo guided the fatal cup, that he taſted every 
drop of its before he drank it off to the very dregs. 
Once again; The warrior. died like a hero, and fell 
gallantly in the field of battle. But died not Ca zisT 
as @ fool dieth ; Not on the bed of honour, with 
ſcars of glory in his breaſt ; but, like ſome execrable 
miſcreant, on a gibbet; with laſhes of the vile ſcourge 
on his back. Yes, the bleſſed Ix 5 vs bowed his expi- 
head on the accurſed tree; ſuſpended between 
heaven and earth, as an outcaſt from both, and un- 
worthy of either _ 
What ſuitable returns of inflamed and adoring de- 
votion can we make to the Holy One of G op; thus dy- 
ing, that we might live? dying in gray es an- 
guiſh, that we might ————ů— ights of 
Joy, and fat for ever on thrones of glory. — Alas! it 
is not in «ws, impotent, inſenſible mortals, EP 
thankful. He only, who confers fach 3 
vably rich favours, can enkindle « proper. wartgth of 
grateful affection. Then build 1 ca a monument, 
moſt gracious IMMANUZ1,, build thyſelf an exerlaſt- 
ing monument of. gratitude in our ſouls. Inſcribe the 
and per bot ich ——— 
pen, 
from thy wounded veins. it, not with the 
hammer and chizel, but with that | 4 
which pierced thy facred fide, Let it ſtand confpi 


* 2 Sam. iii. 33. Of this indignity our Lon v complains ; 
Are ye come out as againſt a thief Matth. xxvi. 55. 
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ous and indelible, not on outward tables of ſtone, 
but on the very inmoſt tables of our hearts. 


Os thing more let me obſerve, before I bid adieu 

to this intombed warrior, and his garniſhed ſepulchre. 
How mean are theſe oſtentatious methods of bribing 
the vote of fame, and purchaſing a little poſthumous 
renown ! What a poor ſubſtitute for a ſet of memo- 
rable actions, is poliſhed alabaſter, or the mimicry of 
ſculptured marble! The real excellency of this 
* bleeding patriot, is written on the minds of his 
countrymen. It would be remembered with applauſe, 
ſo long as the nation ſubſiſts, without this artificial 
_ expedient to perpetuate it.— And ſuch, ſuch is the 
monument I would wiſh for myſelf. Let me leave a 


memorial in the breaſts of wy tellow-creatures. Let 


ſurviving friends bear witneſs, that I have not lived 
tomyſelt alone, nor been altogether unſerviceable in my 

eration. O! let an uninterrupted ſeries of beneh- 
cent offices be the inſcription; and the beſt intereſts 
of my acquaintance, the plate that exhibits it. 


+ Sir Bevil Granville, ſhin in the civil wars, at an engage- 
ment with the rebels, —lIt may poflibly he ſome entertainment 
to the reader, if I ſubjoin Sir Bevil's character, as it is drawn 
by that celebrated pen, which wrote the hiſtory of thoſe cala- 
mitous times.—* That which would have clouded any victo - 
« ry,” ſays the noble hiſtorian, «© and made the loſs of others 
©« leſs ſpoken of, was the death of Sir Bevil Granville. He 
« was indeed an excellent perfon, whoſe activity, intereſt, 
« and reputation, were the foundation of what had been 
_ © done in Cornwall: his temper and affections fo public, that 

** no accident which happened, could make any impreſſion 
« upon him; and his example kept others from taking any 
«« thing ill, or at leaſt heming to do ſo, In a word, a brighter 
„ courage, and a gentler diſpoſition, were never married to- 
«« gether, to make the moſt chearful and innocent converſa- 


« Ftion.“ | 
; F CLAR. Hiſt. Reb. vol. II. 
Let 
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Let the poor, as they paſs by my grave, point at the 
little ſpot, all y ce lies 
the man, whoſe unwearied kindneſs was the conſtant. 
relief of my various diſtreſſes; who tenderly viſited 
my languiſhing bed, and readily ſupplied my indi- 
« gent dircumſtances, How often were his counſels a 
guide to my perplexed thoughts, and a cordial to 
« my dejected ſpirit: "Tis owing to Gop's bleſſing 
* on his ſeaſonable charities, and prudent conſolations, 
« that I now live, and live in comfort. Let a perſon, 
once ignorant and ungodly, lift up his eyes to heaven, 
and fay within himſelf, as he walks over my bones, 
« Here are the laſt remains of that ſincere friend, who 
te watched for my ſoul. I can never forget, with what heed- 
+ © lefs gaiety I was poſting on in the paths of perdition ; 
« and I tremble to think, into what irretrievableruin 
I might quickly have been plunged, had not his 
faithful admonitions arreſted me in the wild career. 
] was unacquainted with the goſpel of peace, and 
* had no concern for its unſearchable treaſures ; but 
now —— his inſtructive converſation, I ſee 
« the all- ſufficiency of my Saviour; and, animated by 
« his repeated exhortations, I count all things but loſs, 
« that I may win CHRIST. Methinks his diſcourſes, 
« ſeaſoned with religion, and ſet home by the divine 
Spirit, ſtill tingle in my ears; are ſtill warm on my 
« heart ; and, I truſt, will be more and more operative, 
« till we meet each other in the houſe not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.” | 

The only infallible way of immortalizing our charac- 
ters, a way equally open to the meaneſt and moſt ex- 
alted fortune, is, to make our calling and election 
ſure; to gain ſome feet evidence, that our names 
are written in heaven. Then, however they may be 
diſregarded or forgotten among men, they will not fail 
to be had in everlaſting remembrance, before the 
Lok D.— his is, of all diſtinctions, far the nobleſt. 
Anbition, be this thy object, and every page of ferip- 

| ture 
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ture will ſanctify thy paſſion ; even grace itſelf will fan 
thy flame.—As to memonals, yet a little while, 
and they are all obliterated. The tongue of thoſe 
whoſe happineſs we have zealouſty promoted, mufi 
ſoon be filent in the coffin. Characters cut with a 
of iron, and committed to the ſolid rock, will ere 
g ceaſe to be legible*. But as many as are itirol- 
led “ in the Lamb's book of life, he himſelf declares, 
thallnever be blotted out from thoſe annals of eternity +. 
When a flight of years has mouldered the triumphal 
column into daft ; when the brazen ſtatue periſhes, un- 
der the corroding hand of time; thoſe honours ſtill con- 
tinue; ftill are blooming and incorruptible, in the 
world of glory. 


Make the extended ſkies your tomb ; 
VLret ftars record your worth: 
Yet know, vain mortals, all muſt die, 
As nature's fc#lieft birth. 
Would bounteous heav'n indulge my pray'r, 
9e rg ner — ; vil 
Nor, living, wiſh the pompous pile; 
ar, dead, regret the loſs.” -.- 

Ila thy fair boot of liſe divine, 
MAV Gov, inſcribe my name: 

-_ There let it fil ſome humble place, 
Beneath the flaughter'd Lamb. 
Thy faints, while roll away, 

— — 
Their glories, o'er the wrongs of time 
| e. 


© Yonpzx entrance leads, I ſuppoſe, to the vault. 
Let me turn aſide, and take one view of the habita- 


ata ſunt ipſit quogue Jab a ſepulchris. er. 
+ Rev. iii. 5. 2 
tion, 


. 


l, 
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tion, and its tenants.—The ſullen door grates upon its 


hinges : not uſed to receive many viſitants, it admits 


me with reluctance and murmurs.— What meaneth 
this /udden trepidation, whale I deſcend the ſteps, and 
am viſiting the pale nations of the dead ?—Be compo- 
fed, my ſpirits ; there is nothing to fear in theſe quiet 
cham « Here, even the wicked ceaſe from trou- 


66 ' 25 


Good heavens | what a ſolemn ſcene |! — how diſmal 
the gloom! Here is darkneſs, and night even 
at noon-day,—How doleful the folitude/ Not one 
trace of chearful ſociety ; but ſorrow and terror ſeem 
to have made this their dreaded abade.—Hark ! how 
the hollow dome reſounds at every tread. The echoes, 
that long have flept, are awakened, and lament, and 
figh, along the walls. 

A beam or two finds its way through the grates; and 
reflects a feeble gli from the nails of the coffins. 80 
many of thoſe ſad ſpectacles, half concealed in ſhades, 
half ſeen dimly by the baleful twili add a deeper 
horror to. theſe gloomy manſions.—I pore upon the 
inſcriptions, and am. juſt able to pick out, that theſe 
are the remains of the rich and renowned. No vul- 
dead are depoſited here. The M Hhtrious, and 
ght Honourable, have claimed this for their aſt re- 
treat. And, indeed, they retain ſomewhat of a ſhadowy 
pre-eminence. They he, ranged in mournful order, 
and in a ſort of ſilent pomp, under the arches of an 
ample ſepulchre; while meaner corpſes, without much 
ceremony, © go down to the ſtones of the pit. 

My apprehenfions recover from their ſurpriſe. I find, 
here are no phantoms, but ſuch as fear raiſes —How- 
ever, it {till amazes me, to obſerve the wonders of 
this nether world. Thoſe who received vaſt revenues, 
and called whole lordſhips their own, are here re 
to half a dozen feet of earth, or confined in a few beets 
of lead. Rooms of ſtate, and ſumptuous furniture, are 
reſigned, for no other ornament than the ſhroud, for 


no 
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no other apartment than the darkſome niche. Where 
is the ſtar that blazed upon the breaſt, or coronet that 
glittered round the temples? The only remains of de- 
parted dignity are, the weather-beaten hatchment, 
and the tattered eſcutcheon. I ſee no ſplendid retinue 
furrounding this ſolitary dwelling. The lordly equi 
hovers no longer about the lifeleſs maſter. He 
no other attendant, than a duſty /atue ; which, 

while the regardleſs world is as gay as ever, the ſculp- 
tor's hand has taught to weep. 

Thoſe who gloried in high-born anceſtors, and noble 
pedigree, here their lotty pretenſions. They ac- 
arms 


kindred with +46 40; "ay 270 and quarter 
hou 


with the meaneſt reptiles to corruption, 
Thou art my father ; nd ho to the worm, art my mother 
and my 52 0 Or, ſhould they ſtill aſſume the e fiyle of 
diſtinction, ah how impotent were the claim ! how 
apparent the oſteptation ! Is it ſaid by their monument? 
HERE LIES THE Gxkar. How oy is it rephed 


by the Ie 


— Ha marble ! Where ? 
Nothing but poor and fordid duſt lies here. 


Mortifying truth ! Sufficient, one would think, to 
wean the — ſanguine appetite from this tranſitory 
ſtate of things; — its ſickly In, its fading 


glories, its vaniſhing treaſures. 
For now, ye lying vanities of life! 


Le ever-tempting, ever-cheating train 
Where are ye now? and what is your amount? 


. What is all the world to theſe poor breathleſs beings ? 
— What are their pleaſures? A bubble broke. What 
their honours * A dream that is forgotten. What the 
ſum· total of their enjoyments below? Once, perhaps, it 
appeared to inexperienced and fond deſire, ſomethin 
conſiderable. But, now death has meaſured it with 
his line, and weighed it in his ſcale, what is r 
1 
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mot? Alas! it is ſhorter than a ſpan; lighter than 
the dancing ſpark ; and driven away like the diffol- 
ving ſmoke. ths 
Indulge, my ſoul, a ſerious pauſe. Recollect all the 
gay 1 he that were wont to dazzle thy eyes, and in- 
veigle y affections. Here examine thoſe baits of 
ſenſe. Here form an eſtimate of their rea/ value. Sup- 
poſe thyſelf firſt among the favourites of fortune, who 
revel in the lap of pleaſure, who ſhine in the robes of 
honour, and {ſwim in tides of inexhauſted riches. Yet 
how foon would the paſling-bell proclaim thy exit! 
And, when once that won call has fummoned thee to 
thy futute reckoning, where would all theſe gratifica- 
tions be? At that period, how will all the pageantry 
of the moſt affluent, ſplendid, or luxurious circum- 


ſtances, vaniſh into empty air'—And is this a happi- - 


neſs ſo paſſionately to be coveted ? 

I thank you, ye relics of ſounding titles, and mag- 
nificent names. Ye have taught me more of the 
littleneſs of the world, than Ki the volumes of my 
library, Your nobility arrayed in a winding-ſheet, 
your grandeur mouldering in an urn, are the moſt in- 
diſputable proofs of the nothingne/5 of created things. 
Never, ſurely, did Providence write this important 
point in fuch legible characters, as in the aſhes of My 
Lord, or on the corpſe of His Grace &. Let others, if 
they pleaſe, pay their obſequious court to your wealthy 
ſons; and ignobly fawn, or anxioufly ſue, for prefer- 
ments: my thoughts ſhall often reſort, in penſive con- 
templation, to the ſepulchres of their fires ; and learn, 
from their ſleeping duſt, to moderate my expectations 
from mortals,—to ſtand diſengaged from every undue 
attachment to the little in s of time to get a- 
bove the deluſive amuſements of honour, the gaudy 
tinſels of wealth, and all the empty ſhadows of a pe- 
riſhing world. | 


v —Mors fola fatetur _ N 
Quantula fint hominum cor puſcula.— Juv. 
Vol. I. N> 2. G = * 
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Hazx! what (und is that!—ln ſuch a ſituation, every 
noiſe alarms.—Solemn and flow, it breaks again upon 
the filent air. — Tis the ſtriking of the clock. De- 
ſigned, one would imagine, to ratify all my ſerious 
meditations. Methinks, it ſays Amen, and {ts a ſeal 
to every improving hint. It tells me, that another 


portion of my a 8 


the knell of my depar 
word to a lng woot a Weit. 


ed. One calls it, 
"Tis the watch - 
8 cries in the ear of 
reaſon, Redeem the — — * favourable gales 
© of tunity : O! cat while 
« 3 — irrecoverably loſt. ef 
< ſhortens continually. Thy minutes are 


Ita. ; 
.of life 
upon the 


« wing, and haſtening to be gone. Thou art a bor- 
derer upon eternity, and making inceſſant advances 


u 
 +< tothe ſtate thou art contemplating.” May the ad- 


monition ſink deep into an attentive and obedient 
mind: May it teach me that heavenly arithmetic, of 
« numbering my days, and applying my heart unto 


&« wildom!” 


I have often walked beneath the impendin 
cliff; I have ſometimes trod 


pro- 
e vaſt 


montory's craggy 
ſpaces of the lonely deſert ; and penetrated the inmoſt 


receſſes of the dreary cavern : but never, never beheld 


nature louring, with fo tremendous a form; never 


felt ſuch im 


preſſions of awe, 


cold on my heart ; 


as under theſe black-browed arches, amidſt theſe moul- 
dy walls, and furrounded by ſuch rueful objects, 
where melancholy, deepeſt melancholy, for ever ſpreads 


her raven win 


and dreadful obſcurity 


Let me now 
Farewell, 


from the damp 
ye ſeats of deſola- 


tion, and ſhades of death! Gladly 1 reviſit the realms 


of day. 


Havixs caſt a /i 
of the dead, curio 
intimate ſurveys 


fuperfial view, upon theſe receptacles 
ty prompts my inquiry to a more 
Could we draw back the covering of 


the tomb; j * we diſcern what thoſe are now, Who 


Once 
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once were mortals,—O! how would it ſurpriſe and 
grieve us! Surpriſe us, to behold the prodigious tranſ- 
—— which has taken place on every individual; 
grieve us, to obſerve the diſhonour done to our nature 
in general, within theſe fubterraneous lodgments? 
Here, the ſweet and winning a/pef, that wore al- 
ly an attractive fmile, grins horribly a naked, ghaſtly ſkull. 
—The eye, that outſhone the diamond's brilliancy, and 
glancedits lovely lightning into the moſt guarded heart; 
alas! where is it? Where ſhall we find the rolling ſparkler? 
Howareallits ſprightly beams eclipſed, totally eclipſed.— 
The tongue, that once commanded all the power of elo- 
quence, in this ſtrange land, “has forgot its cunning.” 
Where are now thoſe ſtrains of harmony, which 'raviſhed 
our ears? Whereis that flow of perſuaſion, which carried 
captive our judgments? The great maſter of language 
and of ſong, is become filent as the night that ſurrounds 
him.—The pampered fleſh, ſo lately clothed in purple 
and finelinen, how is it covered rudely withclods of clay 
There was a time, when the timcrouſly nice creature 
would ſcarce © * adventure to ſet a foot upon the 
ground, for delicateneſs and tendernefs; but 1s 
now enwrapped in clammy earth, and fleeps on no 
ſofter a pillow than the ragged gravel. ſtones.— Here 
the /trong men bow themſelves.“ The nervous arm 
is unſtrung; the brawny ſine vs are relaxed ; the limbs, 
not Jong; ag0 the ſeats of vigour and activity, lie down 
motionleſs ; and the bones, which were as bars of iron, 
are crumbled into duſt. | Sx? 

Here the man of hirſineſt forgets all his favourite 
ſchemes, and diſcontinues the purſtit of gain. Here 
is a total Rand to the circulation of merchandize, and 
the hurry of trade. In theſe ſolitary receſſes, as in the 
building of S:/omor”s temple, is heard no ſound of the 
hammer and axe. The winding-ſheet and the coffin 
are the utmoſt bound of all earthly devices. © Hither- 


» Deut. xxviu. 86. 
G 2 | * to 
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to may they go, but no farther.” Here the /ons of 
pleaſure take a final farewell of their dear delights. No 
more is the ſenſualiſt anointed with oil, or crowned with 
roſc-buds. He chants no more to the melody of the 
viol, nor revels any longer at the banquet of wine. 
Inſtead of ſumptuous tables, and delicious treats, the 
poor voluptuary is himſelf a feaſt for fattened inſets; 
the reptile riots in his fleſh; < the worm feeds ſweetly 
* on him *.”—Here alſo beauty fails; bright beauty 
her luſtre here. O! how her roſes fade, and 

her lilies anguiſh, in this bleak foil! How does the 
grape leveller pour contempt upon the charmer of our 
earts! how turn to deformity, what captivated the 


world before! 


Cop the lever have a fight of his once inchanting 
fair-one, what a ftartling aſtoniſhment would ſeize 
him !—< Is this the object I not long ago fo paſſionate- 
« ly admired! I faid, ſhe was divinely fair, and 
thought her ſomewhat more than mortal. Her 
form was ſymmetry itſelf ; every elegance breathed 
4 in her air; and all the graces waited on her motions. 
« —Twas muſic when ſhe ſpoke: but, when ſhe 
<* ſpoke encouragement, *twas little leſs than rapture. 
« How my heart danced to thoſe charming accents! 
And can that which ſome weeks ago was to admi- 
« ration lovely, be now ſo 1 r N 7— 
« Where are thoſe bluſhing cheeks? where the coral 


lips? where that ivory neck, on which the curlin £ 


Det, in ſuch gloſſy ringlets, flowed ? with a thouſan 
c other beauties n, and ten thouſand delicacies 
« of action ?- Amazing alteration ! deluſory bliſs!— 


ke. Fendi I gazed upon the glittering meteor. It ſhone 


$95 wo XIiv. 20. 
+ Duo fugit Venus ? ben!“ q uove color ? decens 
Quo motus quid habet illius, illiut, 
Quæ ſpir amores, = 
Dug me ſurpuerat mihi ? «+ on. _ 
| "v4 a . « brightly ; 
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e brightly; and I miſtook it for a ſtar, for a permanent 
and ſubſtantial good. But how is it fallen! fallen 
« from an orb, not its own! and all that I can trace on 
* — is but a putrid maſs.” 
Florella! lie deep, as thou doſt, in obſcure 

Let night, with her impenetrable ſhades, 
— conceal thee. May no prying eye be witneſs to 
thy diſgrace :. but let thy /i, /i/ters think upon 
thy ſtate, when they contemplate the idol in the glaſs. 
When the pleaſing image riſes gracefully to view, fur- 
rounded with a world of charms, and fluſhed with 
joy at the conſciouſneſs of them all; — then, in thoſe 
minutes of temptation and dangers, when vanity uſes 
to ſteal into the thoughts, - then let them remember, 
what a veil of horror is drawn over a face, which was 
once beautiful and brilliant as theirs. Such a ſeaſonable 
reflection might regulate the labours of the toilet, and 
create — earneſt ſolicitude to poliſh the j-wel, than 
to varniſh the caſtet. It might then become their 
higheſt ambition, to have the mind decked with divine 
virtues, and dreſſed after the amiable pattern af their 
Redeemer's holineſs. 

And would this prejudice their perſons, or pre- 
tiate their charms? — Quite the reverſe. It would 
ſpread a fort of heavenly glory over the fineſt /r of 
features, and heighten the lovelineſs of every other en- 
gaging accompliſhment. What is yet a more invitin 
conſideration, theſe flowers would not wither wi 
nature, nor be tarniſhed by time ; but would open con- 
tinually into richer beauties, and fouriſh even in the 
winter of age; But the moſt incom le recom- 
mendation of theſe noble qualities, is, that from their 
hallowed relics, as from the fra © aſhes of the phe- 
nix, will ere long ariſe an illuſtrious form, bright a8 
the wings of angels, laſting as the light of the-new 
Jeruſalem. 

For wi part, the remembrance of this ſad revolu- 


tion make me aſhamed to my devotion to a 
G 3 ahh ſhrine 


formed in the moſt elegant mould, and animated with 


' the execrable horrors of the nethermoſt hell, had not 
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fleſh, and efrard to expect all my 
neſs from ſo brittle a joy. It {hall teach me, not 
= too highly of w portioned clay, though 


2 


the ſweeteſt ſoul. Tis heaven's laſt, beſt, and crownin 
| poſe Atto be received with gratitude, and cheriſhed wi 
as a moſt valuable bleſſing; not worſhipped with the 
incenſe of flattery, and ſtrains of tulſome adoration, as 
a goddeſs. —It will cure, I truſt, the dotage of my 
eyes ; and incline me always to prefer the lubſiantial 
«, ornaments of a meek and virtuons ſpirit,” before 
he tranſient decorations of white and red on the ſkin. 


Haak I called in my roving meditations from their 
long excurſion on this tender ſubject. Fancy liſtened 
a While to the ſoliloquy of a lover. Now judgment 
reſumes the reins, and guides my thoughts to more 
near and ſelt· intereſting inquiries, However, upon a 
review of the whole ſcene, crouded with ſhectacles of 
mortality and trophies of death, 23 not forbear 
ſmiting my br and fetching a ſigh, and lamenting 
over the noble of all viſible — I laid proſtrate un- 
der the feet of the pale horſe, and his rider &.“ —1 
could not forbear repeating that pathetic exclamation, 
* O! thou f Adam, what haſt thou done.” What de- 
ſolation has thy diſobedience in the earth! 
Sec the malignity, the ruinous malignity of n! Sin 
has demoliſhed ſo many ſtately ſtructures of ſleſu; fin 
has made fuch havock — antellcnreratics 
of Gop's lower creation; and fin (that deadly bane of 
our nature) would have p our better part into 


our merciful Mediator interpoſed, and given himſelf 

for our ranſom.— Therefore, what grateful acknow- 
ts does the whole world of penitent ſinners owe; 

what Ore returns of 0 will a whole heaven of 


-* Rex, vi. 8. 1 2 Eſar. wi. 47. N 
5 glorified 


, 
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gloriſed believers pay, to ſuch a friend, benefactor, and 
deliverer ! 

Muſing upon theſe melancholy objects, a faithful re- 
membrancer ſuggeſts from within, Muſt this fad 
change ſucceed in me alſo? Am I to draw my laſt 
« gaſp, to become a breathleſs corpſe, and be what 1 
« deplore *? Is there a time approaching, when this 


body ſhall be carried out upon the bier, and conſign- 


sed to its clay- cold bed? while ſome kind acquam- 
« tance, perhaps, may drop one parting tear; and 
cry, Alas! my brother!—ls the time approaching?“ 
Nothing is more certain. A decree, much ſurer 
than the law of the Medes and Perfians, has irrevo- 
cably determined the doom. 
Should one of theſe ghaſtly figures burſt from his 
confinement, and ftart up, m fri deformi- 
„before me; — ſhould the haggard fheleton lift a 
clattering hand, and point it full in my view; ſhoald 
it open ſtiffened jaws, and, with a hoarſe tremen- 
dous murmur, break this profound filence;—ſhould it 
accolt me, as Samuel's apparition addrefled the trem- 
bling king, — The Loxp hall deliver thee alfo into 
« the hands of death; yet a little while, and thou ſhalt 
be with me + the ſolemn warning, delivered in fo 
ſtriking 


* I paſs, with melancholy ſtate, 
By all theſe ſolemn heaps of fate ; 
And think, as ſoft and fad I tread 
Above the venerable dead, 
« Time was, like me, they life poſſeſt; 
« And time will be, when I ſhall reſt.” Parner. 
+ 1 Sam, xxviii, 19. Ou this place, the Dutch tranſlator of 
the Meditations has added a note; to correct, very probably, 
what he ſuppoſes a miſtake. On the ſame ſuppoſition, I pre- 
ſume, the compilers of our rubric ordered the laſt verſe of 
Ecclus xlvi. to be omitted, in the daily ſervice of the-church. 
But that, the ſentiment, hinted above, is ſtrictly true ; that it 
was NV TRIDUW Samuel himſelf (not an infernal ſpirit, perſona- 


ing the prophet) who appeared to the female necromancer at 
* f * G 4 . Ender ; 


104 MEDITATION S 


ſtriking a manner, muſt ſtrongly impreſs my imagina- 
tion. A meſſage in thunder would ſcarce fink deeper. 


vet there is abundantly greater reaſon to be alarmed, 


by that expreſs declaration of the Loxzvd GOD Ak 
mighty, Thou ſhalt ſurely die. — Well then, ſince 
ſentence is paſſed; ſince I am a condemned man, and 


| know not when the dead warrant may arrive; let me 


die to iin, and die to the world, before I die beneath 
the ſtroke of a righteous Gov. Let me employ the 
little uncertain interval of reſpite from execution, in 
preparing for a happier ſtate, and a better lite ; that, 


when the fatal moment comes, and I am commanded to 


ſhut my eyes upon all things here below, I may open 
them again, to ſee my Saviour in the manſions above. 
Since this body, which is ſo fearfully and wonder- 


fully made, muſt fall to pieces in the grave; ſince I muſt 
ſoon reſign all my bodily powers to darkneſs, inactivity, 


and corruption; let it be my conſtant care to uſe them 
well, while I poſſeſs them Let my hands be ſtretched 
forth to relieve the needy ; and always be © more rea- 
* dy to give than to receive.” Let my nee bend, in 
deepeſt humiliation, before the throne of grace; while 
my eyes are caſt down to the earth, in penitential con- 
fuſion ; or devoutly looking up to heaven, for par- 

ing mercy! — In every friendly interview, let the 
„ law of kindneſs dwell on my lips; or rather, if 
the ſcriouſneſs of my acquaintance permits, let the 
golpel of peace flow from my tongue. O! that I 
might be enabled, in every public concourſe, to lift up 
my voice like a trumpet ; and pour abr6ad a more joytul 
ſound, than its moſt melodious accents, in proclaiming 
the glad tidings of free falvation/—Be ſhut, my ears, 


reſolutely ſhut, againſt the malevolent whiſpers of 


Endor; appeared, not in compliance with any diabolical incan- 
22 l purſuance of the divine commiſſion: this, I 
think, is proved in che Hiftorical eccount of the life of Da- 
vid, vol. I. chap. 23. 1 


I | llander, 
” a - „ * . 
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ſlander, and the contagious breath of filthy talking. 
But be ſwift to hear the inſtructions of wiſdom; be all 
attention when your RR DEEM EA ſpeaks; imbibe the 
recious truths; and convey them carefully to the 
eart. — Carry me, my feet, to the temple of the 
Lo xb, to the beds of the ſick, and houſes of the poor. 
— May all my members, devoted entirely to my di- 
vine Mailer, be the willing inſtruments of promoting 
Then, ye embalmers, you may ſpare your pains. 
Theſe wor of faith, and rs of r _ 
be my /prces and perfumes, Enwrapped in theſe, I 
EE lay me gently down, and 2 in the 
bleſſed IE SVS; hoping, that Gop “ will give com- 
« mandment' concerning my bones;“ and one day 
fetch them up from the duſt, as filver from the fur- 
nace, puriſied, I ſay not ſeven times, but ſeventy 
times ſeven,” 


HxRE my contemplation took wing; and, in an in- 
ſtant, alighted in the garden adjoining to mount Ca/- 
vary. Having viewed the abode of my deceaſed fel- 
low-creatures, methought, I longed to ſee the place 
where our Loxd lay.—And, O! what a marvellous. 
ſpectacle was once exhibited in this memorable ſepulchre! 
He, © who clothes himſelf with light, as with a gar- 
ment; and walks upon the wings of the wind 15 


The ſcriptures, ſpeaking of the ſupreme Being, ſay, — 
He walketh upon the waves of the ſea, to denote his uncon- 
trollable power, Jeb ix. 8.—He walketh in the circuit of hea- 
ven, to expreſs the immenſity of his preſence, 7ob xxii. 14.— 
He walketh upon the wings of the wind, to ſignify the amazing 
ſwiftneſs of his operations, P/al. civ. 3.——In which laſt 
phraſe, there is, I think, an elegance and emphaſis, not taken 
notice of by our commentators, yet unequalled in any writer. 
Not, he flieth ; he runneth; but, he walketh : and that on the 
very wings of the wind; on the moſt impetuous of elements, 
rouſed into its utmoſt rage, and ſweeping along with you 

cel 
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HE was pleaſed to wear the habiliments of mortality, 
and dwelt among the proſtrate dead. Who can repeat 
the wondrous truth too often? Who can dwell upon 
the tranſporting theme too long? He, who ſits enthro- 
ned in pt „and diffuſes bliſs among all the heavenly 

hoſts ; Hr was onee a pale and bloody corpſe, and pret- 
fed this little ſpot. 

O death! how was thy triumph in that hour! 
Never did thy gloomy realms contain ſich a priſoner 
before.—Pri/oner, did I ſay? No; he was more than 
conqueror. He aroſe, far more mightily than Sam- 
Jon, from a tranſient ſlumber ; broke down the gates, 
and demoliſhed the ſtrong-holds, of thoſe dark domi- 
nions.— And this, O mortals, this is your only confo- 
lation and ſecurity. Js Us has trod the dreadful path, 
and ſmoothed it for your paſſage. I xsus, fleeping in 
the chambers of the tomb, has brightened the diſmal 


loſers, but unſpeakable gainers, by 
raw diſſolution. For hear what the oracle of heaven 
ys upon this important point, be belreveth in me, 


ceivable rapidity.—A tumult in nature, not to be deſcribed, is 
the compoſed and fedate work of the DEITY. A ſpeed, 
not to be meaſured, is (with reverence I uſe the expreſſion, and 
to comport with our low methods of conception) the ſolemn 
and mafeſtir feot-pate of JEHOVA H —fow Fat are the 
following lines, even in the great maſter of lyric ſong, 
© Ocyor cervis, et agente nimbos 
Ocyor euro, 
when compared with this inimitable- ſtroke of divine poetry 
* 6a | | a 
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all never die K. What ſublime and emphatical lan- 


is this! Thus much, at leaſt, it muſt import :— 
66 The nature of that laſt-change ſhall be ſurpriſingly 
altered for the better. It ſhall no longer be nflifted, 


L as a puniſhment; but rather be vouch/afed, as a bleſ- 


« fing. To ſuch perſons, it ſhall come attended with 
« ſuch a train of benefits, as will render it a kind of 
happy impropriety, to call it dying. Dying! No; 'tis 
then they truly 5 to live. Their exit is the end ot 
« their frailty, and their entrance upon perfection. 
« Their laſt groan is the prelude to life andimmortality.“ 

O ye timorous ſouls, that are terriſied at the ſound 
of the paſſing bell; that turn pale at the ſight of an 
opened grave; and can ſcarce behold a coffin or a ſkull, 
whithout a ſhaddering horror; ye that are in bondage 
to the grilly tyrant, and tremble at the ſhaking of his 
iron rod; cry mightily to the Father of your ſpirits, 
for faith in his dear Son. Faith will free you from 
your flavery 4. Faith will embolden you to tread on 


* John xi. 26. | 
+ Death's terror is the mountain Faith removes: 
"Tis faith diſarms deſtruction.— 

Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb. | 
Theſe, and ſome other quotations, I am proud to borrow 
from the Night-thoughts, eſpecially from night the fourth. In 
which, energy of language, fublimiry of ſentiment, and the 
moſt exquiſite beauties of poetry, are the lea perfections to be 
admired. Almoſt every line glows with devotion; riſes into 
the moſt exalted apprehenfions of the adorable Redeemer; and 
is animated with the moſt lively faith in his all-ſufficient media» 
tion, The author of this excellent performance has the pecu · 
lar felicity, of ennobling all the ſtrength of ſtyle, and every 

delicacy. of imagination, with the grand and diſtinguiſh; 
truths of Chriſtianity, Theſe thoughts give the higheſt enter- 
tainment to the fancy, and impart the nobleft improvement to 
the mind. They not only refine our taſte, but prepare us for 
death, and ripen us for glory, I never take up this admirable 
piece, but I am ready to cry aut, —Tecum vivere amem, tecum 
obeam libens ; i. e. Inſpire me with ſuch a ſpirit, and life ſhall 
be delightful, nor death itſelf unwelcome” (this 
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(this fierceſt of) ſerpents *,—Old Simeon, claſping the 
child Jesus in the arms of his fleſh, and the glorious 
Mediator in the arms of his faith, departs with tran- 
quillity and peace. That bitter perſecutor Saul, having 
won Cyr1sT, being found in CR RIS T, longs to be 
diſmiſſed from cumbrous clay, and kindles into rap- 
ture at the proſpect of diſſolution f. Methinks, I ſee 
another of IMManvEL's followers, truſting in his 
Saviour, leaning on his Beloved, go down to the ſilent 
ſhades, with compoſure and alacrity f .In this power- 
ful name, an innumerable company of ſinful creatures 
have ſet up their banners; and « overcome through 
« the blood of the Lamb.” Authorized by the Cap. 
tain of thy ſalvation, thou alſo mayſt ſet thy feet upon 
the neck of this king of terrors. Furniſhed with this an- 
tidote, thou alſo mayſt play around the hole of the aſp, 
and put thy undaunted hand on this cockatrice-den ||. 
Thou mayſt | feel the viper faſtening to thy mortal 

and fear no evil: thou ſhalt one day * it off 
. by a joyful reſurrection, and after no harm. 


RESURRECTION ! That chearing word caſes my mind 
of an anxious thought, and ſolves a moſt momentous 
queſtion. I was going to aſk, © Wherefore do all theſe 
«* corpſes lie here, in this abject condition? Is this their 
« final ſtate? Has death 7 and will the — 

4 hold captivity ca panne! ? How long wilt thou 

„ them, O Loxp ? For ever ?*— No, faith the veto 
from heaven; the word of divine revelatiom „ The 
rigbteous are all * priſe oners of hope + .”* here is an hour, 
(an awful feeret that, and . only to all- foreſeein 
wiſdom), an appointed hour there 1s, when an act 
grace will paſs the great ſeal above, and give them an 
univerſal diſcharge, a general delivery from the abodes 


Luke x. 19. f Phil. i. 23. 2 Tim. iv. 7. 8. + 2 Pet. 
3,14. II. xi. 8. 4 AQszxxvii.gs, — Zech. ix. 12. 
N 4 | of 
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of corraption.—Then ſhall the Lo RD Jzsvs deſcend 
from heaven, with the ſhout of the archangel, and the 
trump of Gop. erase itſelf ſhall hear his call, 

and the obedient ve up her dead. In a mo- 
ment, in the twin ES eye, they ſhake off the 
ſleep of ten thouſand” years ; Tad ſpring forth, like 
the bounding roe, to “ meet their LORD in the 
cc air. 

And, O! with what cordial congratulations, what 
tranſporting endearments, do the * and body, thoſe 
affectionate companions, re-unite! But with how 
much greater demonſtrations of kindneſs, are they both 
received by their compaſſionate Redeemer! The An- 
cient of days, who comes in the clouds of heaven, is 
their friend, their father, their bridegroom. He comes 
with irreſiſtible power and infinite glory; but they 
have nothing to fear from his majeſtic appearance. 
Thoſe tremendous ſolemnities, which ſpread deſolation 
and aſtoniſhment through the univerſe, ſerve only 
to inflame their love, and heighten their hopes. 

The Judge, the awful Ju amidſt all his magnifi- 
cence and ſplendor, reads to confeſs their names; 
vouchfafes to commemorate their fidelity, before all 
the inhabitants of the ſkies, and the whole aflem- 
bled world. 

Hark! the thunders are huſhed. See! the lightnings 
ceaſe their rage. The angelic armies ſtand in filent 
ſuſpenſe. The whole race of Adam is banks © nut 
pleaſing, or anxious expectation.— And now 
orable Perſon, whoſe favour is better than life, — 
acceptance is a crown of glory, lifts up the light of 
his countenance upon the righteous. He ſpeaks; and 
what raviſhing words proceed from his gracious lips! 
What ecſtaſies of deli oht they enkindle in E the np 
of the faithful !—< 1 Jecept you, O my people 
are they that believed in my name. Ye are . 
that x? Bey ed nk ing and are complete in me. I 
äſee no ſpot or bl in you; for ye are 9 _ 
« h 
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* blood, and clothed with my righteouſneſs. Renew - 
ed by my Spirit, ye have glorified me on earth, and 
“have been faithful unto death. Come, then, ye 
« ſervants of holineſs, enter into the joy of your 
* Lord. Come, ye children of light, ye bleſſed of 
% my Father, receive the &rngdom that ſhall never be 
removed: wear the crown which fadeth not away 


195 


and enjoy p/eaſures for evermore ! 

Then it will be one of the ſmalleſt privileges of the 
righteous, that they ſhall languiſh no more; that fick- 
neſs will never again ſhew her pale countenance in 
their dwellings K. Death itſelf will be ſwallowed 
up in victory.” That fatal javelin, which has 
drank the blood of monarchs, and finds its way to 
the hearts of all the ſons of Adam, ſhall be utt 
broken. That enormous ſithe, which has 
empires from their root, and ſwept ages and genera- 
tions into oblivion, ſhall he by in perpetual uſeleſſ- 
nels. Sin alſo, which filled thy quiver, thou infatiate 
archer! — ſin, which thy arm with reſiſtleſs vi- 
gour, — which pointed all thy ſhafts with inevitable 
deitruction ;—fin, will then be done away. What - 
ever is frail, or depraved, will be thrown off with 
our graye-cloaths. All to come is perfect holineſs, and 
conſummate happineſs ; the term of whoſe continuance 


is eternity. 


O ETzzniTyY ! eternity“ how are our boldeſt, our 
ſtrongeſt thoughts, loſt and overwhelmed in thee! Who 
can ſet land- marks to limit thy dimenſions ;, or find 
plummets to fathom thy depths! Arithmeticians have fi- 


 * 1/aiah, ſpeaking of the new Jeruſalem, mentions this as 
one of its immunities, The inhabitant thereof ſball no more ſay, 
1 am fick, Another clauſe, in its royal charter, runs thus : 
GOD ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 
Hall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying: neither ſpall 
there be any more pain. If, xxxiii. 24. Rev. Xxi. 4. 
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gures to compute all the progreſſions of time; Aſtro- 
nomer have inſtruments to calculate the diſtances of the 
plancts : but what numbers can ſtate, what lines can 
gauge, the lengths and breadths of eternity? < It is 
higher than heaven; what canſt thou do? deeper 
« than hell; what canſt thou know? the meaſure 
« thereof is longer than the earth, broader than the 
« fea N.“ | 
Myſterious, might exiſtence ! A ſum not to be leſ- 
ſened by the largeſt deductions An extent not to be 
contracted by all poſſible diminutions None can truly 
ſay, after the moſt prodigious waſte of ages, 80 
% much of wth is 70 2 when n 
centuries are it is but juſt commencing ; 
when ns ed ate ro Ree round, it will 
be no nearer ending. Yea, when ages, numerous as 
the bloom of ſpring, increaſed by the herbage of ſum- 
mer, both augmented by the leaves of autumn, and 
e all multiphed by the drops of rain, which drown the 
3 winter;—when theſe, ten thouſand times ten thou» 
ſand more,—more than can be repreſented by any ſimili- 


1 tude, or imagined by any conception ;—when all theſe 
FY are revolved and finiſhed, eternity, vaſt, boundleſs, 


ad amazing eternity, will only be beginning 
= What a pleafing, yet awful thought is this! full of 
delight, and full of dread. O] may at alarm our fears, 
—— our hepes, and animate all gur endeavazrs | 
| — ſoon to launch into this endleſs and in- 
conceivable ſtate, let us give all diligencg to ſecure our 
entrance into bliſs. —Now let us give all diligence ; be- 
cauſe there is no alteration in the ſcenes of futurity. 
The wheel never turns: all is ſtedfaſt and immoveable 
beyond the grave, Whether we. are then ſeated on 
the throne, or ſtretched on the rack, à ſeal will be ſet 
to our condition, by the hand of  everlafting mercy, 
or inflexible juitice, The ſaints always rejoice amidſt 


Job xi. 8. 9. 


the 
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the ſmiles of heaven; their harps are perpetually tu- 
ned; their triumphs admit of no interruption, —The 
ruin of the wicked is irremediable. The fatal ſentence, 
once paſſed, is never to be repealed; No hope of ex- 


changing their doleful habitations. But all things 
bear the ſame diſmal aſpect for ever and ever. 


Taz toicted my mind recoils * at the apprehenſion 
of their miſery. It has ſtudiouſly waved the fearful 
fubject, and ſeems unwilling to purſue it even now,— 
But tis better to reflect upon it for a few minutes, 
than to endure it to eternal ages. Perhaps, the con- 
ſideration of their aggravated miſery may be profitably 
terrible ; may teach me more highly to prize the Savi- 
our, who © delivers from going down into the bot- 
« tomleſs pit; may drive me, like the avenger's 
ſword, to this only city of refuge for obnoxious ſin- 
ners. | 

The wicked ſeem to he here, like malefactors, in a 
deep and ftrong dungeon; reſerved againſt the day of 

trial. — Ther departure was without peace. Clouds 

of horror fat louring upon their cloſing eye-lids, moſt 
fadly foreboding the “ blackneſs of darkneſs for ever.“ 
When the laſt ſickneſs ſeized their frame, and the ine- 
vitable change advanced ; when they faw the fatal ar- 
row fitting to the ſtrings, ſaw the deadly archer 
aiming at their heart, and felt the envenomed ſhaft 
faſtened in their vitals; —good Gop ! what fearfulneſs 
came upon them ! what horrible dread overwhelmed 
them! How did they ſtand ſhuddering and aghaſt upon 
the tremendous precipice ! exceflively afraid to plunge . 
into the abyſs of eternity, yet utterly unable to main- 
tain their ſtanding on the verge of life. 

O! what: pale reviews, what ſtartling proſpects, 
conſpire to augment their ſorrows !— They look back- 
ward, and behold! a moſt melancholy ſcene! Sins 


* —Animus meminiſſe horret, luctugue reſugit. V1RG. 
/ unrepented 
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unrepented of; mercy {lighted ; and the day of grace 
ending! They look forward, and nothing preſents it- 
ſelf, but the righteous judge, the dreadful tribunal, 
and a moſt ſolemn reckoning.— They roll around their 
affrighted eyes on attending friends. If accomplices in 
debauchery, it ſharpens their anguiſh, to conſider this 
farther aggravation of their guilt, that they have not 
ſinned e, but drawn others inta the fnare. It 
religious 82 it ſtrikes a freſh into.their 
hearts, to think of never ſeeing them any more, but 
only at an unapproachable diſtance, ſeparated by the 
unpaſſable gulf. | | | 

At laſt, perhaps, they begin to pray. Finding no 0- 
ther poſſible way of relief, they are conſtrained to ap- 
ply unto the Almighty. With trembling lips, and a fal- 
tering tongue, they cry unto that ſovereign Being, 
« who kills and makes alive.” —But why have they 
deferred, ſo long deferred their addrefles. to G o »? 
Why have they deſpi/ed all his counſels, and Rood in: 
corrigible under his inceſſant reproofs? How often 
have they been forewarned of theſe terrors, and moſt 
importunately entreated to ſeek the LORD while he 
might be found! I willy they may obtain mercy at the 
eleventh, at the laſt hour. I wiſh they may be ſnatched 
from the jaws, the opened, the gaping, the almoſt 
cloling jaws of damnation. But, alas! who can tell, 
whether affronted Majeſty will lend an ear to their com- 
plaint ? whether the Holy One will work a miracle of 
grace in behalf of ſuch Wy He may, for 
aught any mortal knows, laugh at their calamity, 
« and mock when their fear cometh.“ tho: 

Thus they lie groaning out the remains of hte; 
their limbs bathed in ſweat z their heart ſtruggling with 
convulſive throes ; pains inſupportable throbbing in 
every pulſe ; and innumerable darts of agony trans- 
fixing their conſcience. a 


In that dread moment, how the frantic foul 
| Raves round the walls 4 her clay tenement ; / 
Vor. I. No 2. 6 


— 
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Runs ti each avenue; and ſhriets for help: 
But fbrieks in vain. How wiſhfully fbe looks 
On all: ſhe's leaving, now no longer hers / 

A little longer, yet a little longer, 
0 might ſhe ſtay, to waſh away her cimes, 
And jit her for her paſſage! Mournful fight! 
- Her very eyes weep blend; and every groan * 
She heaves,' is big with horror: but the foe, 
Like a ftaunch murd rer, ſteady to his purpoſe, 
Purfues her cloſe through every lane & life, 
Nor miſſes once the traci; but preſſes on; 
Till, ford at laſ? to the tremendous verge, 


At once fhe finks *.— - 


If this be the end of the ungodly, « My ſoul, come 
* not thou into their ſecret! Unto their aſſembly, 
&© mine honour, be not thou united! How awfull 
accompliſhed is that prediction of inſpired wiſdom 
Sin, though ſeemingly ſweet in the commiſſion, yet at 
the laſt it biteth like a ſerpent, and ſtingeth like an adder. 
—FPly therefore from the tents, O! fly from the ways 
of ſuch wretched men. 


Harpy diſſolution! were this the period of their 
woes. But, alas! all theſe tribulations are only “ the 
beginning of forrows a ſmall drop only from that 
« cup of trembling,” which is 'mingled for their fu- 
ture portion.—No ſooner has the laſt pang diſlodged 
their reluctant fouls, but they are hurried into the pre- 
ſence of an injured angry Go. Not under the con- 
ducting care of beneficent angels, but expoſed to the 
inſults of accurſed ſpirits, who lately tempted them, now 
upbraid them, and will for ever torment them. Who can 
imagine their confuſion and diftreſs, when they ſtand 
, guilty, and inexcufable, before their incenſed Creator? 
They are received with frowns. The Go that made 
them, has no“ mercy on them f.“ The Prince of 


* Sec a valuable poem, entitled, The Grave, F If. xxvii. 11. 
| Peace 
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Peace rejects them with abhorrence. He conſigns them 
over to chains of darkneſs, and receptacles of de- 
pair, againſt the ſeverer doom, and more public 
infamy, of the great day. — Then all the vials of 
wrath will be emptied upon theſe wretched crea- 
tures. The law they have violated; and the goſpel 
they have ſlighted, the power they have defied, and 
the goodneſs they have abuſed, will all get them- 
ſelves honour in their exemplary deſtruction. Then 
Gov, the Gov to whom ven ce belongeth, wall 
draw the arrow to the very cad, and ſet them a 
the mark of his inexorable diſpleaſure. | | 
Reſurrection will be no privilege to them; but immorta- 
lity itſelf their everlaſting curſe. Would they not bleis 
the grave, . that land where all things are enz” 
and with to lie eternally hid in its deepeſt gloom? But 
the duſt refuſes to conceal their perſons, or to draw a wver/ 
over their practices. They alſo muſt awake; muſt ariſe; 
mult appear at the bar ; and meet the Judge ; a Judge, 
before whom * the pillars of heaven tremble, and the 
« earth melts away;” a Judge, once long -· ſuffering, and 
very compathonate; but now unalterably determined 
to teach ſtubborn offenders, hat it is to provete-the 
omnipotent Godhead; what it is to trample upon the 
blood of his Son, and offer deſprte to all the gracious o- 
vertures of his Spirit. | vg BOT 
O! the perplexity! the diſtraction! that muſt ſeize 
the impenitent rebels, when they are ſummoned to the 
great tribunal What will they do in this day of ſe- 
vere viſitation? this day of final deciſion? Where? 
how? whence, can they find help? To which of the 
ſaints will they turn? whither betake themſelves for 
ſhelter or for ſuccour ?—Alas! tis all in vain ; tis all 
too late. Friends and acquaintance know them no 
more. Men and angels abandon them to their ap- 
oaching doom. Even the Mediator, the MEDIA- 
OR himſelf, deſerts them in this dreadful hour.— 
To fly, will be W to juſtify n 
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ſtill more impoſſible ; and now to make any ſupplica- 


tient, utterly unavailable, 


Behold! the books are © ed ; the ſecrets of all 
hearts are — the hidden things of darkneſs are 
brought to light. How empty, how ineffectual now, 
thoſe refined artiſcet, with which hypocrites im- 


poſed upon their fellow-creatures, and preferved a 


— in the ſight of men The jealous Gov, who 
has been about their path, and about their bed, and 


ſpied out all their ways, ſets before them the things 
that they have done. They cannot anfwer him one in 


a thouſand, nor ſtand in the awful judgment. The 


heavens reveal their ini quittes, and the earth riſes up a- 


"bolts go 


matized with infamy, 
and all the nations — the redeemed.— What a favour 


— " 


ainſt them . They chleſs with guilt, and /trg- 
2 N wee armies of the ſky, 


would they eſteem it, to hide their aſhamed heads in 
the bottom of the ocean, or even to be buried beneath 


the ruins of the tottering world! 


If the contempt / poured upon them be thus inſu 


portable, how will their hearts endure, when 


Ford of infinite indignation is unſheathed, and fierce- 
ly waved around their defenceleſs heads, or pointed di- 
rectly at their naked breaſts ? How muſt the wretches 
ſcream with wild amazement, and rend the very hea- 
vens with their cries, when the right-aiming thunder- 
abroad ! go abroad with a dreadful commiſſion, 
to drive them from the kingdoms of glory; and plunge 
them, — not into the ſorrows of a moment, or the tor- 
tures of an hour,—but into all the reſtleſs agonies of 
8 fire, and everlaſting deſpair . 

EP of miſeries too thocking for or reflection to 


. Job XX. 27. 
+ Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where peace. 


And reſt can never dwell ; hope never comes, 


That comes to all: but torture without end 
- Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 
With cver · burning rale unconſum'd. Mi T. 


dwell 
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dwell upon. But, if ſo diſmal to fore/ee, and that at 
a diſtance, together with ſome comfortable expectation 
of eſcaping it,—O! how bitter, inconceivably bitter, 
to bear, without any intermiſſion, or any mitigation, 
through hopeleſs and eternal ages! | 
Who has any bowels of pity ?!—Who has any ſenti- 
ments of compaſſion? Who has any tender concern 
for his fellow-creatures? Who In Go »'s name, 
and for Cyx15T's fake, let him ſhew it, by warning 
every man, and beſeeching every man, to feet the 
Lo xD while he may be found; to throw down the 
arms of rebellion, before the act of indemnity expires; 
ſubmiſſively to adore the Lamb, while he holds out the 
golden ſceptre.—Here let us act the friendly part to 
mankind ; here let the whole force of our henevolence 
exert itſelf; in exhorting relations, acquaintance, 
neighbours, whomſoever we may probably influence, to 
take the wings of faith unfeigned, of repentance unde- 
layed, and flee away from this wrath to come. © 


Urow the whole, what ſtu s diſcoveries are 
theſe! Lay them upin a fai remembrance, O'my 
foul. Recolle& them with the moſt ſerious attention, 
when thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. When 
thou walkeſt, receive them for thy companion; when 
thou talkeſt, liſten to them as thy prompters ; and 
whatever thou doſt, conſult them as thy diredtors.— 
Inſluenced by theſe conſiderations, thy views will 
greaten, thy affections be exalted, and thou thyſelf 
raiſed above the tantalizing power of periſhing things. 
Duly mindful of theſe, it will be the ſum of thy de- 


fires, and the ſcope or thy endeavours, to gain the 


ap- 
probation of that ſovereign Being, who will then fn 
the throne, and pronounce the deciſive ſentence. Thou 
wilt {ce nothing worth a with *; in compariſon of ha- 
* Great day of , dread, deciſion, and deſpair x 
Ar thought of thee, each ſublunary with rn ks 
Jeers go its eager graſp, and quits the world. Night-Thoughts. 
y | H 3 . ving 


| 
| | | 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ving his will for thy rule; his glory for thy aim; and 
his Holy Spirit for thy cver-actuating principle. | 


'Woxpes, O man; be loſt in admiration, at thoſe 
prodigious events, which are coming upon the univerſe; 
events, the greatneſs of which nothing finite can mea- 


ſure; ſuch as will cauſe whatever is conſiderable or 


momentous in the annals of all generations, to fink | 
into littleneſs and nothing: Events (Jz sv s prepare us 
for their approach ; defend us, when they take place!) 
big with the everlaſting fates of all the living, and all 
the dead. I muſt fee the graves cleaving, the ſea 
teeming, and fwarms unſuſpected, crouds unnumber- 
ed, yea, multitudes of thronging nations, riſing from 
both.—I muſt fee the world in es; muſt ſtand at 
the diſſolution of all terreſtrial things; and be an at- 
tendant-on the burial of nature. I muſt fee the vaſt 
expanſe of the ſky, wrapt up like a ſcroll ; and the in- 
carnate Go p, iſſuing forth from light inacceſſible, 
with ten thouſand times ten thouſand angels, to judge 
both men and devils. —I muſt ſee the curtain of time 
drop; ſee all eternity diſcloſed to view; and enter up- 
on a ſtate of being, that will never, never, have an end. 
And ought I not (let the vaineſt imagination deter- 
mine; ought I not) to try the ſincerity of my faith, 
and take heed to my ways? Is there an inquiry, is there 
a care, of greater, of of comparable impor- 
tance -s not this an infini call, to ſee 
that my loins are girded about, my lamp trimmed, 
and myſelf dreſſed for the Bridegroom's appearance? 
that, waſhed in the fountain opened in my Saviour's 
fide, and clad with the marriage - garment wove by his 
obedience, I may be found in peace, unblameable, and 

.—Otherwiſe, how ſhall I ſtand with bold- 
neſs, when the ſtars of heaven fall from their orbs? How 
ſhallIcome forth erect and courageous, when the earth itſelf 
reelstoand fro like adrunkard x? How ſhall [look up with 

Le | * If, xxiv. 20. | 

28 Joy, 
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joy, and ſee my falvation drawing nigh, when the 
earts of millions and millions fail for fear? 


Now, Madam, leſt my meditations ſet in a cloud, 
and leave any unpleafing gloom upon your mind, let 
me once more turn to the brightening preſpects of the 
righteous. A view of them, and their delightful ex- 
eee may ſerve to exhilarate the thoughts, which 

ve been muſing upon melancholy ſubjects, and ho- 
vering about the edges of infernal darkneſs. Juſt as a 
ſpacious field, arrayed in chearful green, relieves and re- 
invigorates the eye, which has fatigued itſelf by poring 
1 ſome minute, or gazing upon ſome glaring ob- 
: The righteous ſeem to lie by in the boſom of the 
earth, as a wary pilot in ſome well-ſheltered creek, till 
all the ſtorms, which infeſt this lower world, are blown 
over. Here they enjoy fate anchorage ; are in no dan- 
ger of foundering, amidſt the waves of prevailing ini- 
quity, or of being ſh1pwrecked on the rocks of any 
powerful temptation. But ere- long we ſhall behold 
them hoiſting their flag of hope; riding before a ſweet 
gale of atoning merit, and redeeming love; till they 
make, with all the ſails of an aſſured faith, the bleſſed 
port of eternal life. 

Then may the honoured friend, to whom I am vri- 
ting, rich in good works, rich in heavenly tempers, 
but inexpreſſibly richer in herSaviour's righteouſnels,— 
O! may ſhe enter the harbour, like a gallant ately 
veſſel, returned ſucceſsful and victorious from ſome 
grand expedition, with acclamations, honour, and joy! 
While my little bark, attendant on the ſolemnity, and a 
partaker of the triumph, glides humbly after; and 
both reſt together in the haven,—the wiſhed-for, bliſs- 
ful haven, of perfect ſecurity, and everlaſting repoſe. 


The END. 
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REFLECTIONS 


ON A 


FLOW ER- GARDEN. 


I look upon the pleaſure, which we take in a garden, as 
one of the moſt innocent delights in human life. A gar- 
den was the habitation of our firſt parents before the 
fall. It 1s naturally apt to fill the mind with calmneſs 
and tranquillity, and to lay all its turbulent paſſion: 
at reſt. It gives us a great inſight into the contrivance 
and wiſdom of Providence, and ſuggeſts innumerable 
ſubjects for meditation. 

| Spe. vol. VII. N* 477. . 
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FLOW ER-GAR DEN. 


ee dee e e eee 
In a LETTER to a LADY. 


NONE time ago, my meditations took a turn 
among the Tombs ; they viſited the awful and 
melancholy wanſions of the dead *; and 
IL you was pleaſed to favour them with your 
attention May I now beg the honour of your compa- 
ny, in a more Miiag and delightful excurſion? in 3 
beautiful fower-g — ; where 1 Plately 3 and at 
once rega led tha ſenſe, and indulged the fancy 


Ir 


8 Diſcourſes on the venity of the creature, which repre- 
« ſent the barrenneſs of every thing in this world, and its inca- 


pacity of producing any ſolid or Teens happineſs, are — 
16 
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Ir was 1 in a ſummer-morning, when the air was 
cool, the „the whole face of the creation 
freſh and y. "The noiſy world was ſcarce awake. 
Buſineſs not quite ſhook off his ſound ſleep; and 
Riot La but juſt reclined his giddy head. All was 
ſerene; all was ſtill; every thing tended to inſpire 
tranquillity of mind, and invite to ſerious thought. 
Only the wakeful ark had left her neſt, and was 
mounting on high, to falute the opening day. Ele- 
vated in air, ſhe ſeemed to call the — — kuſband- 
man to his toil, and all her fellow-ſongſters to their. 
notes —Earlieſt of birds, ſaid I, companion of the 
dawn, may I always nie at thy "companion to offer 
the matin-ſong, and adore that beneficent Being, 
« who maketh the outgoings of the morning and e- 
« vening to rejoice.” 
How charming to rove abroad, at this ſweet hour of 
rime / to enjoy the calm of nature; to tread the dewy 
wns, and taſte the unrifled freſhneſs of the air ! 


Sweet is the breath of morn, her riſing fweet, 
- With charm of earheſt birds &. 


What a pleaſure do the ſons of th loſe ? Little, ab! ; 
little is the ſluggard ſenſible, how delicious an enter- 


tainment he for the pooreſt of all animal 
gratification +. 5 4385 + +4 5 5 


« ful. Thoſe n alſo, which ſhew the bright ſide 
« of things, and lay forth thoſe innocent entertainments, 
te which are to be met with among the ſeveral objects that en- 
* compaſs us, are no leſs beneficial.” SpeF?. vol. v. Ne 393. 
Upon the plan of theſe obſervations, the * following 
refleftions are formed. 
MIL r. Par. Loſt, b. iv. lin. 64r. 
| + See! how revclation and reaſon, the ſcriptures and the 
clafſics, unanimouſly exhort to this moſt bencſicial practice. 
They both invite us to early riſing, by the moſt engaging mo- 
tives, and the moſt alluring repreſentations. 
Come, my beloved, let us go forth into * 08 let us hag 
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The greyneſs of the dawn decays gradually. Abun- 
dance of ruddy ſtreaks tinge the fleeces of the firma- 
ment; till, at length, the dappled aſpect of the eaſt is 
loſt, in one ardent and boundleſs b/u/h.—Is it the fur- 
miſe of imagination, or do the ſkies really redden 
with ſhame, to ſee ſo many ſupinely ſtretched on their 
drowſy pillows?—Shall man be loſt in luxurious eaſe? 
ſhall man waſte theſe precious hours in idle flumbers? 
while the vigorous ſun is up and going on his Maker's 
errand ? while all the feathered chow are hymnin 
their Creator, and paying their homage in harmony: 
No. Let him heighten the melody of the tuneful 
tribes, by adding the rational ſtrains of devotion. 
Let him improve the fragrant oblations of nature, b' 
mingling, with the riſing odours, the more 
breath of praiſe. * 


'Trs natural for man to look upward *; to throw 
his firſt glance upon the objects that are above him. 


Strait towards heav'n my wond'ring eyes I turn d, 
And gaz d a while the ample Sxy f. 


Prodigious theatre! where lightnings dart their 
fire, and thunders utter their voice ; where: tem 
ſpend their rage, and worlds unnumbered roll at 
large !—O the greatne/s of that mighty hand, which 
meteth out this amazing circumference with a ſpan ! 
O the immenſity of that wonderful Being, before whom 


in the villages. Let us get up early to the vineyards; let us 
fee if the vine flouriſh, whether the tender grape appear, and 
the pomegranates bud forth. Cant. vii. 11. 12, 
Luciferi primo cum ſidere, frigida rura | 
Carpamus : dum mane novum, dum gramina canent, 
Et ros in tenera pecori gratiſſumus herba eft. | 
Viks. Georg, III. 


* Os homini fublime dedit, cx lumgque tueri 
Jullit, et erectos ad fidera tollere vultus. Ovry. 
+ ML r. Par, Loft, b. viii; lin. 257. | 
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this unmeaſurable extent is no more than a point |— 
And O (thou pleaſing thought !) the unſearchable 
riches of that mercy, which is greater than the hea- 
vens * 1s more enla and extenſive, in its graci- 
ous exerciſe, than theſe illimitable tracts of air, and 
ſea, and firmament | which pardons crimes of the moſt 
enormous ſize, and the moſt horrid aggravations; par- 
dons them, in conſideration of the Redeemer's atone- 
ment, with perfect freeneſs, and the utmoſt readineſs: 
more readily, if it were poſſible, than this a/l-ſur- 

rounding 5 admits, within its circuit, a ridge of 
mountains, or even a grain of ſand. 

Come hither, then, ye awalened, trembling ſinners. 
Come +, weary and heavy-laden with a ſenſe of your 
iniquities. Condemn — Renounce all reli- 

ance on any thing of your own. Let your truſt be in 
the tender _—_ Gop, for ever and ever. 


„Pal. cviii. 4. 

+ The lines which follow, are admirably deſcriptive of the 
ſpirit and practice hinted above. In them defire pants ; pray- 
er wreſtles; and faith, as it were, graſps the prize. I take 
leave to tranſplant them into this place; and I could wiſh them 
a better, a more conſpicuous ſituation, than either their new 
or their native ſoil, Their native foil is no other than the lamen- 
tation of a ſinner, written by Mr Sternhold, Notwithſtanding 
the unpromiſing genius of the performance, I think, we may 
challenge the greateſt maſters, ro produce any thing more 
ſpirited and importunate ; more full of nature, or more fluſh- 


ed with life. 


Mercy, good LORD, mercy I crave; 
This is the total ſum ; 
For mercy, LORD, is all my fuit ; 
' LORD, let thy mercy come. 


The ſhort ſentences — Not a ſingle copulative — The frequent 
ition of the divine name Ihe almoſt inceſſant reiteration 

the blefling, ſo paſſionately defired, and inexpreſſibly needed 

— this is the genuine language of ardor ; theſe are beauties ob- 
vious to every ; and cannot fail, eicher to pleaſe ME) Get 
taſte, or to  edify the e gracious heart. IN 


a ” * 


S BE 0 Kae wn wi. 
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IN them hath he ſet a tabernacle for the fun *.— Be- 
hold him coming from the bers of the eaſt. 
See! the clouds, like floating curtains; are thrown 
back at his approach. Wath refulgent majeſty does 
he walk abroad! How tranſcendently bright is his 
countenance, ſhedding day, and inexhauſtible light, 
through the univerſe As there a ſcene, though finiſh- 
ed by the moſt elaborate and EY of art, 
6 to theſe illuſtrious ities of 
« ing ſunſhine ? Before theſe, all the ſtudied pa- 
« geantry of the theatre, the glittering ceconomy of 
e an afſembly, or even the heightened ornaments of 2 
« royal palace, hide their diminiſhed heads, and ſhrink 
“ into nothing.” — I have read of a perſon ſo ſtruck 
MW with the ſplendors of this noble luminary, that he ima- 
| gined himſelf made on purpoſe to contemplate at ah 

ries. O! that Chriſtians would adopt his perſuaſion, 
and transfer it to the Sun of Righteouſneſs / Thus ap- 
plied, it would ceaſe to be a chimerical notion, and be- 
come a moſt important truth. For ſure I am, it is the 
{ſupreme happineſs of the eternal ſtate, and therefore 
may well be the ruling concern of this preſent life, to 
know the only true GOD, and FESUS CHRIST, whom 
be hath ſent. Nor do I ſtand alone in this opinion. The 
very beſt judge of whatever is valuable in ſcience, or 
perfechve of our nature; a judge, who formed his 
taſte on the maxims of ie, and received the finiſh- 
ings of his education in the third heavens; this judge 
determines to #xow nothing but JESUS CHRIST, and 
him crucified. He pofſetied, in his own perſon, the 
fineſt, the moſt admured accompliſhments ; yet pronoun- 
ces them no better than dung, in compariſon of the 
t ſupereminent excellen this ſaving knowledge. 

Methinks I diſcern a thouſand admirable properties 
in the ſun. Tis, certainly, the beſt material emblem 
of the Creator. There is more of Go p in its /uſtre, 

* Pal. xix. 4. | 
+ To r Tis prootes, Phil. iii. 5. 


A 
| 
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energy, and uſefulneſs, than in any other viſible being. 
To worſhip it as a deity, was the leaſt inexcuſable of 
all the Heathen idolatries. One ſcarce can wonder, 
that fallen reaſon ſhould miſtake ſo fair a copy for the 
adorable original. No compariſon, in the whole book 
of ſacred witdom, pleafes me more, than that which 
relembles the bleſſed JESUS, to yonder regent of the 
day *; who now advances on his azure road, to ſcat - 


ter light and diſpenſe gladneſs through the nations. 


War were all the realms. of the world, but a dun- 


geon of 'darkneſs, without the beams of the fun? All 
their fine ſcenes hid from our view, loſt in obſcurity.— 
In vain we roll around our eyes in the midnight-gloom. 
In vain we ſtrive to behold the features of amiable na- 
ture. Turn whither we will, no form or comehneſs 
appears. All ſeems a dreary waſte, an undiſtinguiſhed 
chaos, till the returning hours have unbarred the gates 
of light, and let forth the morn.— Then what a pro- 
ſpect opens! The heavens are paved with azure, and 
ſtrewed with roſes. A variety of the livelieſt verdures 
array the plains. The flowers put on à glow of the 
richeſt colours. The whole creation ſtands forth, dreſ- 
ſed in all the charms of beauty. The raviſhed eye looks 
round, and wonders. | | 2 97 

And what had been the condition of our intellectual 
nature, without the great Redeemer, and his divine re- 
velation?*—Alas | what abſurd and unworthy appre- 
henſions did the Pagan ſages form of Gov ! What idle 


dreams, what childiſh conjectures, were their doctrines 


of a future ſtate How did the bulk, even of that fa- 
voured nation, the Fews, weary themſelves in very 
vanity, to obtain peace and reconciliation with their 
offended Jerovan! till Jssus arofe upon our be- 
nighted minds, and brought life and immortality to 
* Unto you that fear my name, ſhall the Sun of Righteouſneſ 
ariſe, with healing in his wings. Mal. iv. 2. ns 
| g ; 
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light; till HE aroſe, to enlighten the wretched Gentiles, 
and to be the glory of his people Iſrael. 

Nov we no longer cry out, with a reſtleſs impatience, 
Where is GOD my mater? For we are allowed to contem- 
plate the brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image 
of his perſon, in the face of FESUS CHRIST.—Now 
we no longer inquire, with an unſatisfied ſolicitude, 
« Which is the way to bliſs?” becauſe Insus has 
marked the path, by his ſhining example; and left us 

4 an unerring clue, in his holy word. Now we Þave no 
| more reaſon to proceed with miſgiving hearts in our 
journey to eternity, or to aſk anxioutly, as we go, 
« Who will roll away the ſtone, and open the everlaſt- 
ing doors? Who will remove the flaming ſword, 
« and give [us admiſſion into the delights of para- 
« diſe?“ For it is done, all done, by the Captain of 
our ſalvation. Sin he has exprated, by the unblemiſhed 
facrifice of himſelf. The law he has fulfilled, by his 
perfect obedience. The ſinner he transforms, by his 
n Spirit.—In a word, he hath both preſented 
us with a clear diſcovery of good things to come, and 
adminiſtered to us an abundant entrance into the final 
enjoyment of them. 

Whenever, therefore, we bleſs Gop for the cir- 
cling ſeaſons, and revolving day, let us adore, thank- 
fully adore ham, for the more precious appearance of 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and his glorious goſpel. 


65 000.9 wet” 


1 Without which, we ſhould have been groping, even 
* to this hour, in ſpiritual darkneſs, and the ſhadow of 


death : without which, we muſt have wandered in a 
maze of inextricable uncertainties ; and have © ftum- 
<« bled upon the dark mountains of error, till we fell 
into the bottomleſs pit of perdition. 


WITHOUT that grand enlivening principle, what 
were this earth, but a lifeleſs maſs? a rude lump of 
inactive matter? The trees could never break forth into 
leaves, nor the plants ſpring up into flowers. We 

Vol.. I. No 2. * | ſhould 
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ſhould no more behold the meadows mantled over 
with green, nor the valleys ſtanding thick with corn. 
Or, to ſpeak in the beautiful language of a prophet ; 
* No longer would the fig-tree bloſſom, nor fruit be in the 
vine : the labour of the olive would fail, and the fields 
could yield no meat : the flocks muſt be cut off from the 
fold, and there would be no herd in the ſtalls. —The fun 
darts its beams among all the vegetable tribes, and 
paints the ſpring, and enriches the autumn. This 
pierces to the roots of the vineyard and the orchard ; 
and ſets afloat thoſe fermenting juices, which at len 
burſt into floods of wine, or bend the boughs with a 
mellow load. Nor are its favours confined to the 
upper regions; but diſtributed unto the deepeſt receſſes 
of creation. It penetrates the beds of metal, and 
finds its way to the place of the ſapphires. It tinc- 
tures the ſeeds of gold, that are ripening into ore ; 
and throws a brilliancy into the water of the diamond, 
that is hardening on ics rock.—In ſhort, the = ng 
agency of this magnificent luminary is inexpreſſible. 
It beautifis, and empregnates, univerſal nature. © There 
is nothing hid from the heat thereof.“ 7 


JusT in the ſame manner, were the rational world 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins, without the reviving ener- 
gy of Jesus CyxisT. He is“ the reſurrection and the 
& life ;” the overflowing fountain of the one, and the 
all-powerful cauſe of the other. The ſecond Adam, is 
a quickening ſpirit, and all his ſaints live through him. 
He ſhines upon their affections ; and they ſhoot forth 
into heavenly graces, and abound in the fruits of righ- 

teouſneſs. Faith unfeigned, and love undiflembled, 
thoſe nobleſt productions of the renewed nature, are 
the effect of h:s operation on the mind. Not ſo much 
as one divine diſpoſition could ſpread itſelf, not one 
Chriſtian habit unfold and flouriſh, without the kindly 
influences of his grace. | 

| 5 ER, Hab. wi. 17. 
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As there is no fruitfulneſs, fo likewiſe no chearful- 
neſs *, without the ſun. When that auſpicious ſove- 
reign of the day diffuſes the mildneſs of his morning- 
ſplendor, he creates an univerſal feſtival. Millions of 

littering inſets awake into exiſtence, and baſk in 
is rays. The birds ſtart from their ſlumbers, and 
pour their delighted ſouls in harmony. The flocks, 
with bleating accents, hail the welcome bleſſing. The 
_ ring with rural muſic ; the hills echo back the 
$ ſtrains. All that is vocal, joins in the general 
choir : all that has breath, exults in the chearing influ- 
ence. Whereas, was that radiant orb extinguiſhed, 
a tremendous gloom would enſue, and horror inſup- 
portable. Nay, let it only be eclip/ed for a few mi- 
nutes, and all nature aſſumes an aw of ſadneſs. The 
heavens are wrapt in fables, and put on a kind of mourn- 
ing. The moſt ſprightly animals hang down their 


| dejected heads. The ſongſters of the grove are ſtruck 


dumb. Howling beaſts roam abroad for prey, ominous 
birds come forth and ſcreech ; the heart of man fails, 
or a ſudden pang ſeizes the foreboding mind.—S0, 
when CHrIsT hides away his face, when faith loſes 
ght of that Conſolation of [/-ael, how gloomy are the 
proſpects of the ſoul ! Our God ſeems to be a conſuming 
fre, and our fins cry loudly for vengeance. The thoughts 
bleed inwardly ; the Chriſtian walks heavily. All with- 
out is irkſome; all within is diſconſolate. Lift up 
then, moſt gracious IR sus, thou nobler Day-ſpring from 
on high G lift up the light of thy countenance upon 
thy people! Reveal the fulneſs of thy mediatorial ſufli- 
ciency; make clear our title to this great falvation ; 
and thereby impart 


What nothing earthly gives, or can deſtroy, 
The fouls calm ſunſhine, and the heart-felt joy +. 


The ſun, which is as the great ſoul of the univerſe, and 
produces all the neceſſaries of life, has a particular influence 


in chearing the mind of man, and making the heart glad.” 
tet}. vol. V. Ne 387. ? Porz“ Eth. Ep. 1 
2 
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Ix * laſtance more let me purſue the ſimilitude. 
The fun, I obſerve, pours his luſtre all around, to e- 
very diſtance, and in every directian. Profuſely liberal 
of his gifts, he illuminates and chears all the ends of 
the earth, and the whole compaſs of the ſkies. The 
caſt reddens with his rifing radiance, and the weſtern 
| bills are gilded with his ſtreaming ſplendors. The chilly 
regions of the north are cheriſhed by his genial warmth ; 
while the ſouthern tracts glow with his fire. Thus 
are the influences of the Sun of Righteouſneſs diſfuſtve 
and unconſi ned. The generations of old felt them; and 
generations yet unborn will rejoice in them. The me- 
rits of his precious death extended to the firit, and wall 
be propagated to the laſt, ages of mankind. — May 
they, ere long, viſit the remoteſt climates, and darkeſt 
corners of the earth! Command thy goſpel, bleſſed I E 
sus, thy everlaſting goſpel, to take the wings of the 
morning, and travel with yonder ſun. Let it fly up-, 
on "ſtrong pinions among every people, nation, and 
language; that where the n and the cold 
freezes, thou mayſt be known, confeſſed, and adored! 
that rangers to thy name, and enemies to thy doctrine, 
may be enlightened with the knowledge, and won to} 
the love, of thy truth! O! may that beſt of æras come, | 
that wiſhed-for period advance, when all the ends 1 =; 
the world ſhall remember themſelves, and be turned unis . 
the LORD ; and all the kindreds of the nations worſhiph it 
before him &. t 

F a 
- From the heavens, we retire to the earth Here the 
drops of dew, like ſo many liquid cryſtals +, ſparkle uf 
on the eye. How brilliant and unſullied is their lu 


ſtre! How little inferior to the proud ſtone, which ii 
radiates a monarch's crown ! They want nothing bo 


2 


f | * Pſal. xxii. 27. 
- + Now morn, her roſy ſteps in th' eaſtern clime 
* — Advancing, ſow'd the earth with orient pearl, Mil 


ſolidit 


Dee 
* 
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ſucceed. The countenance drops its d 


Pour upon them the continual dew of thy bl 
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ſdlidity and permanency, to equal them with the fineſt 
treaſures of the jeweller's caſket. —Here, it muſt be 
confeſled, they are greatly deficient ; grandes orna- 
ments; poſſeſſed of little more than a momentary radi- 
ance. The ſun, that lights them up, will ſoon melt 
them into air, or exhale them into vapours. Within 
another hour, we may © look for their place, and they 
„ ſhall be away.” —O ! may every good reſolution of 
mine, and of my flock's; may our united breathings 
after God, not be like theſe tranſient decorations of the 
morning, but like the ſubſtantial glory of the grow- 
ing day! The one ſhines more and more, with aug- 
mented ſplendors; while the other, having glittered 
gaily for a few moments, diſappear and are loſt. 

How ſenſibly has this dew refre/hed the vegetable 
kingdoms! The fervent heat of yeſterday's fun had 
almoſt parched the face, and exhauſted the ſweets, of 
nature. But what a ſovereign reſtorative are theſe 
cooling diſtillations of the night! How they gladden 
and invigorate the languiſhing herbs! Sprinkled with 
theſe reviving drops, their verdure dcepens; their 
bloom is new fluſhed; their fragrance, faint or inter- 
mitted, becomes potent and copious.—Thus does the 
ever-blefled Se1z1T revive the drooping troubled con- 
ſcience of a ſinner. When that almighty Comforter 
ſheds his ſweet influence on the ſoul, diſplays the all- 
ſufficient ſacrifice of a divine Redeemer, and wit- 
„ nefles with our ſpirit,” that we are znterefted in 
the Saviour, and, by this means, are children of GOD; 
then what a pleaſing change enſues! Former anxieties 
are remembered no more. Every uneaſy apprehenſion 
vaniſhes. Soothing hopes, and delightful 3 

jected mien; 

the eyes brighten with a lively chearfulneſs; while 
the lips expreſs the heart - felt {itisfadtion, in the lan- 
guage of thankſgiving, and the voice of melody.—In 
is ſenſe, merciful Gop, be as the dew unto & r / 


13 


ng. 
And 
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And O! let not my fleece be dry, while heavenly be- 
nedichon deſcends upon all around. 


Who can number theſe pearly drops? They hang 
on every hedge; they twinkle "ar every ſpray ; an 
adorn the whole herbage of the field. Not a blade of 
graſs, not a ſingle leaf, but wears the watery pendants. 
vaſt 1s the profuſion, that it baffles the arithmeti- 
cian's art, Here let the benevolent mind contemplate 
and admire that emphatical ſcripture, which, from this 
elegant ſimilitude, deſcribes the increaſe of the Meſſia hs 
kingdom. The royal prophet, ſpeaking of CHRIST, 
and foretelling the ſucceſs of his religion, has this re- 
markable expreſſion * ; The dew of thy birth ts of the 
womb of the morning. (i. e.) As the morning is the mo- 
ther of dews ; produces them, as it were, from a pro- 
hfic womb ; and ſcatters them, with the moſt lavith 
abundance, over all the ſurface of the earth: /o ſhalt 
thy feed be, O thou everlaſting Father! By the preach- 
mg 
* Pal. cx. 3. r 1 57 m1cn BAL. The moſt ex- 
act tranſlation of this difficult paſſage is, I apprehend, as fol- 
lows; Pre rore uteri aurore, tibi eft rot juventutis vel prolis 
tug. The dew of thy birth is larger, more copious, than the 
dew which ceds the womb of the morning. — 1 can- 
not acquieſce in the new verfion; becauſe that disjoins the 
womb of the morning, from the dew of thy birth. Whereas, 
they ſeem to have a clear affinity, and a cloſe connection. The 
womb of the morning is, with the utmoſt pertinency, applied 
to the conception and production of dews ; agreeably to a 
delicate line, in that great maſter of juſt deſcription, and live- 
ly painting, Mr Thomſon : 
The meek-ey'd morn appears, mother of dews. Summer. 


We meet with a fine expreſſion in the book 6f 7e, which 
may ſerve to confirm this remark ; may illuſtrate the proprie- 
ty of the phraſe, uſed in this connection.“ Hath the rain a 
« father, or who hath' begotten the drops of dew ?” It ſeems, 
the oriental writers delighted to repreſent the dew, as a kind 
of birth, as the offspring of the morning. And if fo, ſurely 
there could be no image in the whole compals of the univerſe, 

better adapted to the pſalmiſt's purpoſe, or more ſtrongly ſig- 
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ing of thy word, ſhall ſuch an innumerable race of re- 
generate children be horn unto thee, and prove an or- 
nament and a bleſſing to all ages. Millions, millions of 


willing converts, from every nation under heaven, ſhall 
croud 


nificant of thoſe multirudes of proſelytes, which were born, 
not of blood, nar of the will of the fleſb, nor of the will of man, 
but of GOD ; by the powerful energy of his word and Spirit. 
pon this ſuppoſition, the whole verſe deſcribes 

The willing ſubjection, 

The gracious accompliſhments, of Chriſt's converts. 

And the vaſt number, | 
q. d. In the day of thy power, when thy glorious goſpel ſhall 
be publiſhed in the world, and accompanied with marvellous 
efficacy, — in that memorable period, thy people, diſcontinumg 
the former oblations, commanded under the Maſaic law, ſliall 
devote themſelves, as ſo many living ſacrifices, to thy honour. 
Not conſtrained by force, but charmed with thy excellency, 
they ſhall come in volunteers to thy ſervice, and be free-wil! 
offerings in thy church. Neither ſhall they be empty vines,” 
or bare profeſſors; but ſhall walk in all the beauties of holineſs, 
and bring forth ſuch amiable fruit, as will adorn the doctrine 
they embrace.—Whart is ſtill more deſirable, they ſhall be as 
numerous, as they are willing and holy: born to thee in num- 
bers immenſe and inconceivable ; exceeding even the count- 
leſs myriads of dew-drops, which are begotten by the night, 
and iſſue from the womb of the recent morning. 

By this interpretation, the text, I think, is cleared of its 
obſcurity ; and appears both truly ſublime, and perfectiy 


juſt. 

May I be pardoned the aer fe, and acquitted from pre- 
ſumption, if, on this occaſion, I take leave to animadvert up- 
on what ſeems harſh and unnatural in the common expoſition 
of the laſt verſe of this pſalm ? All the commentators (as many, 
at leaſt, as I have conſulted) inform their readers, that to 
drink of the brook in the way, ſignifies to undergo ſufferings and 
death: which, in my opinion, is a conſtruction extremely for- 
ced, and hardly ſupportable; altogether remote from the im- 
port of ſuch poetical forms of diction, cuſtomary among the 
eaſtern nations. In thoſe ſultry climes, nothing could be more 
welcome to the traveller, _ a brook ſtreaming near _ 

4 un 
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croud into thy family, and repleniſh thy church ; till 
they become like the ſtars of the ſky, or the fands of 
the ſea for multitude ; or even as numberleſs as theſe 
fine /pangles, which now cover the face of _—_ 
| Beho 


paths. To quench his thirſt, and lave his feet, in the cooling 


current, was one of the greateſt refreſhments imaginable, and 
reanimated him to purſue his journey. For which reaſon, 
among others, brooks are a very favourite image with the in- 
ſpired penmen; uſed to denote a ſituation fertile and delight- 
Ful, or a ſtate of pleaſure and ſatizfattion ; but never, that I 
can recollect, to picture out the contrary condition of tribula- 
tion and diſtreſs. 

The water-floods, indeed, in the facred writings, often re- 
preſent ſome imminent danger, or grievous affliction. But 
then they are not -I g νο . streams ſo calm, that they 
keep within their banks, and gilde quictly by the traveller's 
footſteps ; ſo clear, that they are fit for the wayfaring man's 
uſe, and invite his lips to a draught ; both which notions are 
plainly implied in the text, —They are rather — D - boi- 
flerous billews ; burſting over a ſhip, or daſhing themſelves, 
with dreadful impetuofity, upon the Pore or N - ueep- 
ing inundatiens ; which bear down all before them, and drown, 
the neighbouring country.—Beſides, in theſe inſtances of hor- 
ror, we never find the word r —He ball drink ; which 


conveys a pleaſing idea (unleſs when it relates to a cup, filled 


with bitter, intoxicating, or empoiſoned liquors; a caſe quite 
different from that under conſidetation) ; but either = 
which imports terror and aftoriſbmeut ; or elſe uu an 
— which ſignify to ruſb upon, to overwhelm, and even to bury 
under the waves. 
© _ Upon the whole; May not the paſſage more properly allude 
to the influences of the Holy Ghoſt ? which were communicated, 
in unmeaſurable degrees, to our great High Prieſt ; and were, 
in fact, the cauſe of his ſurmounting all difficulties —Theſe arc 
frequently repreſented by waters; © Whoſo believeth on me, 
out of his belly ſhall flow riyers of living waters.“ The 
enjoyment of them is deſcribed by drinking ; © He that drink- 
eth of the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt.” — 
Then, the ſenſe may run in this well connected and perſpicuous 
manner. Is it aſked, How ſhall the Redeemer be able to exe- 
cute the various and important offices forctold in the prece- 
ding 
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Behold then, ye obſtinately wicked, though you “ are 


„ | ar ey yet will the Saviour be glonous.”” 


His deſign ſhall not miſcarry, nor his labour prove 
abortive, 8 you render it of none effect with re- 
gard to yourſelves. Think not, that IMMANUEL 
will want believers, or heaven inhabitants, becauſe 90 
continue incorrigible. No; the Lamb that was flain, 
will “ ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied, 
in a never. failing ſeries of faithful people below, and 
an immenſe chow of glorified ſaints above; who ſhall 
form his retinue, and furround his throne, in ſhining 
and triumphant armies, ſuch as no man can number. 


HRE I was reminded of the various expedients 
which Providence, unſearchably wiſe, uſes, to frudtify 
both the material and intellectual world. Sometimes 
you ſhall have impetuous and heavy ſhowers, buritin 
from the angry clouds, They laſh the plains, an 
make the rivers foam. A ſtorm brings them, and a 
deluge follows them.—At other times, theſe gentle 
dews are formed, in the ſerene evening- air. They ſteal 
down, by flow degrees, and with inſenſible ſtilneſs; ſo 
ſubtile, that they deceive the niceſt eye; ſo filent, that 
they eſcape the moſt delicate ear; and when fallen, 
ſo very light, that they neither bruiſe the tendereſt, 
nor oppr the weakeſt flower. Very different opera- 
tions! yet each concurs in the ſame beneficial end, and 
both impart fertility to the lap of nature. 


ding parts of the pſalm? The prophet replies, He ſball drink 
of the breok in the way, He ſhall not be left barely to his hu- 
man nature, which muſt unavoidably ſink under the tremen- 
dous work of recovering a loſt world; but, through the whole 
courſe of his incarnate ſtate, through the whole adminiſtration 
ot his mediatorial kingdom, ſhall be ſupported with omnipo- 
tent ſuccours. He ſhall drink at the brook of almighty power, 
and travel on in the greatneſs of an*uncreated ſtrength.— 
Therefore ſhall he lift up his head. By this means, ſhall he be 
equal to the prodigious taſk, and ſuperior to all oppoſition. By 


this means, ſhall he be thoroughly ſucceſsful in whatever he 


undertakes, and greatly triumphant over all his _— 
- 7 
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So, ſome perſons have I known reclaimed from the un- 
fruitful works of darkneſs, by violent and ſevere means. 
The Almighty addreſſed their ſtubborn hearts, as he 
addreſſed the Mraelites at Sinai, with lightning in his 
eyes, and thunder in his voice. The conſcience, ſmit 
with a ſenſe of guilt, and _— of eternal ven- 
— trembled through all her powers; juſt as that 

ng mountain tottered to its centre. Pangs of re- 
morſe, and agonies of fear, eded their new birth. 
They were reduced to the laſt extremities, almoſt o- 
verwhelmed with deſpair, before they found reſt in 
Jzsus CurisT.—Others have been recovered from a 
vain converſation, by methods more mild and attrac- 
tive. The Father of ſpirits applied himſelf to their 
teachable minds, in © a ſtill and ſmall voice.“ His 

e came down, as the rain into a fleece of wool ; 
or as theſe ſoftening drops, which now water the 
earth. The kingdom of Gop took place in their 
ſouls, without noiſe or obſervation. They paſſed from 
death unto life, from a carnal to a regenerate ſtate, 

almoſt imperceptible advances. The tranſition re- 
ſembled the growth of corn; was very viſible, when 
effected ; though ſcarce ſenſible, while accompliſhing. 
O thou Author and Finiſher of our faith, recall us 
from our wanderings, and reunite us to thyſelf! 
Whether thou alarm us with thy terrors, or allure us 
with thy ſmiles; whether thou drive us with the 
ſcourge of conviction, or draw us with the cords of 
love; let us, in any wiſe, return to thee ; for thou 
art our ſupreme good ; thou art our only happineſs. 


Berort I farther, let me aſcend the terrace, 
and take one ſurvey of the neighbouring country.— 
What a proſpect upon my fight! How vaſt; 
how various; how © full and plenteous with all man- 
« ner of ſtore!” Nature's whole wealth!—What a 
rich and inexhauſtible magazine is here, furniſhing 
ſubſiſtence for every creature! Methinks 1 

C 
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theſe ſpacious volumes, a moſt lively comment upon 
that noble celebration of the divine beneficence ; He 
openeth his hand, and filleth all things living with plen- 
teouſneſs. 

Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent o 2560 

Almighty / Er this univerſal + rams 

Thus wwond'rous fair! Thyſelf wond"rous then! 


MLr. 


The fields are covered deep, and ſtand thick, with 
corn. They expand the milky grain to the fun; while 
the gales, now inclining, now railing each flexile ſtem, 
open all their ranks to the agency of his beams: 
which will ſoon impart a firm conſiſtence to the grain, 
and a gloſly Fwy hue to the ear ; that they may be 
qualified to fill the barns of the huſbandman with plen- 
ty, and his heart with gladneſs. 

Yonder he the meadows, ſmoothed into a ect le- 
vel; decorated with an embroidery of the gayeſt 
flowers; and loaded with * ſpontaneous crops of Her- 
bage : which, converted into hay, will prove a mot 
commodious proviſion for the barrenneſs of winter; 
will ſupply with fodder our ſerviceable animals, when 
all the verdure of the plain is killed by froſts, or bu- 
ried in ſnows.— A winding ſtream glides NA. 
flowery margin; and receives the image of the bend- 
ing ſkies, and waters the roots of many a branching 
willow. *Tis ſtocked, no doubt, with variety of %; 
which afford a ſolitary diverſion to the angler, and nou- 
riſh for his table a delicious treat. Nor is it the only 
merit of this liquid element, to maintain the finny na- 
tions; it alſo carries cleanlineſs, and diſpenſes fruiuful- 
neſs, where-ever it rolls the cryſtal current. Var 

The paſtures, with their verdant mounds, chequer 
the proſpect, and prepare a 1 for our 


cattle. There “ our oxen are made ſtrong to labour; 
u vireſcunt 
Cramina VIIS. 


« and 


—_ 
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and our ſheep bring forth thouſands and ten thou- 
* ſands.” There the horſe acquires vigour, for the 
diſpatch of our buſineſs; and ſpeed, to expedite our 
Journeys. From thence the kine bring home their ud- 
ders, diſtended with one of the richeſt and healthieſt 
liquors in the world. 

On ſeveral ſpots, a grove of trees, like ſome grand 
colonnade, erects its towering head. Every one pro- 
jects a friendly ſhade for the beaſts, and creates a ho- 

pitable lodging for the birds. Every one ſtands ready, 

to furniſh ſimber for a palace; net for a navy; or, 
with a more condeſcending courteſy, Pe for our 
hearths.—One of them ſeems ſkirted with a wild un- 
cultivated heath ; which, like well-difpoſed ſhades in 
painting, throws an additional luſtre on the more or- 
namented parts of the landſcape, Nor is its uſefulneſs, 
like that of a foil, relative only, but real. There ſe- 
veral valuable creatures are produced, and accommoda- 
ted, without any expence or care of ours. There, 
hkewife, ſpring abundance of thoſe herbs, which af- 
ſuage the ſmart of our wounds, and allay the fiery 
tumults of the fever; which impart floridity to our 
circulating fluids, add a more vigorous tone to our 
active ſolids, and thereby repair the decays of our en- 
feebled conſtitutions. * 

Nearer the houſes, we perceive an ample ſpread of 
branches; not ſo ſtately as the oaks, but more amiable 
for their annual ſervices. A little while ago, I beheld 
them ; and all was one beauteous, boundleſs waſte of 
bloſſoms. The eye marvelled at the lovely fight, and the 
heart rejoiced in the proſpect of autumnal plenty. But 
now the blooming maid is reſigned, for the uſeful ma- 
tron. The flower is fallen, and the fruit ſwells out on 
1 Som. Breathe ſoft, ye winds! O ſpare the ten- 
der fruitage, ye ſurly blaſts! Let the pear-tree ſuckle 
her juicy progeny, till they drop into our hands, and 
diſſolve in our mouths. Let the plum hang unmoleſted 
upon her boughs, till ſhe fatten her delicious — CO 

FEES: © clou 


* 
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cloud her poliſhed ſkin with blue. And as for the ap- 
ples, that itaple-commodity of our orchards, let no in- 
jurious ſhocks precipitate them immaturely to the 
ground; till revolving ſuns have tinged them with a 
ruddy complexion, and concocted them into an exqui- 
ſite flavour. Then, what copious hoards, of what 
burniſhed rinds, and what delightful reliſhes, will re- 
pleniſh the ſtore- room] Some, to preſent us with an 
early entertainment, and refreſh our palates amidſt the 
ſultry heats. Some, to borrow ripeneſs from the fall- 
ing ſnows, and carry autumn into the depths of winter. 
Some, to adorn the ſalver, make a * of the deſſert, 
and give an agreeable & eloſe to our feaſts. Others, to 
fill our vats with a foaming flood; which, mellowed by 
age, may ſparkle in the g, with a livelineſs and de- 
licacy little inferior to the blood of the grape. 

I obſerve ſeveral ſmall cloſures, 1 ſeem to be 
apprehenſive of ſome hoſtile viſit from the north; and, 
erefore, are defended, on that quarter, by a thick 
wood, or a lofty wall. At the ſame time, they culti- 
vate an uninterrupted correſpondence with the ſouth, 
and throw open their whole dimenſions to its friendly 
warmth. One, in particular, lies within the reach of 
a diſtinguiſhing view, and proves to be a #rtchen-gar- 
den. It looks, methinks, like a plain and frugal re- 
public. Whatever may reſemble the pomp of courts, 
or the enſigns of royalty, is baniſhed from this hum- 
ble community. None of the productions of the olitory 
affect finery, but all are habited with the very perfec- 
tion of decency. Here thoſe celebrated qualities are 
_ eminently united, the utmoſt ſimplicity with the ex- 
acteſt neatneſs +.—A ſkilful hand has parcelled out the 
whole ground into narrow beds, r al- 
leys. The ſame diſcreet management has aſſigned to 


1 


„ 4b ov 


Uſque ad mala | Hon. 
+ Smplex munditiis, Hos. 
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each verdant family, a peculiar and diſtinct abode. 80 
that there is no confuſion amidſt the greateſt multiplici- 

; becauſe every individual knowsits proper home, and 

the tribes are * with perfect regularity.— If it 
be pleaſing to behold their 5 ſituation, and their 
modeſt beauties; how much more delightful, to con- 
ſider the advantages they yield! What a fund of choice 
accommodations is here! what a ſource of wholeſome 
dainties! and all, for the enjoyment of man. Why 
does the parſley, with her frizzled locks, ſhag the bor- 
der; or why the celery, wath her whitening arms, per- 
forate the mould ; but to render his ſoops ſavoury? The 
aſparagus ſhoots its tapering ſtems, to offer him the 

fruits of the ſeaſon ; and the artichoke ſpreads its 
turgid top, to give him a treat of vegetable marrow. 
The tendrils of the “ cucumber creep into the fun ; 
and, though baſking in its hotteſt rays, they ſecrete 
for their maſter, and barrel up for his uſe, the moſt 
cooling juices of the ſoil. The beans ſtand firm, like 
files of embattled troops; the peas reſt u their 
1 like 3 companies of invalids; while 


br pods with the fatneſs of the earth, 
ON . to Low it on their owner's table. Not one 
ſpecies, all this vaniety of herbs, is a cumberer 


of the ground. Not a fingle plant, but is 
food, or ſome way ſalutary. With ſo * workin an 


* Virgil, with great conciſeneſs, and equal propriety, de- 
ſcribes the cucumber — 4 'Y 
—Tortuſque per herbam 
Creſceret in ventrem cucumis.— _ Georg. IV. 


MiLTox has (if we admit Dr Bentley's alteration, which 


is, I think, in this unqueſtionabl almoſt tranſla- 
A compre — q y Juſt) 


— — Forth crept 
The fwelling gourd— 
| Par. Lift, b. VII. I. 320. 
cconomy, 
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ceconomy, are the ſeveral periods of their miniſtrati- 
on ſettled, that no portion of the year is left deſtitute 
of nouriſhing eſculents. What is ſtill more obliging, 
every portion of the year affords /uch eſculents, as are 
beſt ſuited to the temperature of the air, and the ſtate 
of our bodies. Why then ſhould the poſeſor of fo va- 
luble a ſpot envy the condition of Kings *“? ſince 
he may daily walk amidſt rows of peaceable and ob- 
ſequious, though mute ſubjects. Every one of which 
tenders him ſome agreeable preſent, and pays him a 
willing tribute; ſuch as is moſt happily adapted, both 
to ſupply his wants, and to regale his taſte ; to fur- 
niſh him, at once, with plenty and with pleafure. 

At a diſtance, one deſcries the mighty Hi, They 
heave their huge ridges among the clouds; and look 
like the barriers of kingdoms, or the boundaries of 
nature. Bare and deformed as their ſurface may ap- 
pear, their bowels are fraught with inward treaſures ; 
treaſures lodged faſt in the quarries, or funk deep in 
the mines. From thence, Induſtry may draw her im- 
plements, to plough the foil, to reap the grain, and 

ure every neceſſary convenience. From thence, 
Art may fetch her materials, to rear the dome, to ſwell 
the organ, and form the nobleſt ornaments of po- 
liter life. 

On another ſide, the great deep terminates the view. 
There go the ſhips ; there is that leviathan ; and there, 
in that world of waters, an inconceivable number of 
animals have their habitation. —This is the capacious 
ciſtern of the univerſe ; which admits, as into a recep- 
tacle, and diſtributes, as from a reſervoir, whatever 
waters the whole globe. There is not a fountain that guſh- 


Hic rarum tamen in dumis olus, alhague circum 
Lilia, verbenaſque premens, veſcumque papaver, 
Regum æquabat opes animis : ſeraque revertens 
Nocte domum, dapibus menſas onerabat inemptis. | 
Vins. Georg. IV. 


In 
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es in the unfrequented deſert ; nor a rivulet that flows in 
the remoteſt continent, nor a cloud that ſwims in the 
higheſt regions of the firmament, but is fed by this 
all · repleniſhing ſource.— The ocean is the grand vehi- 
cle ——— and the uniter of diſtant nations. To us 
it is peculiarly kind, not only as it wafts into our ports 
the harveſt of every climate, and renders our iſland 
the centre of traffic; but alſo as it ſecures us from 
foreign invaſions, by a ſort of impregnable entrench- 
ment . : 

Methinks, the view of this profuſe munificence in- 
ſpires a /ecret delight, and kindles a diſintereſted good- 
will, — While the © little hills clap their hands,” and 
the luxuriant © valleys laugh and ſing ;'” who can for- 
bear catching the general joy? who is not touched 
with lively ſenſations of pleaſure While the ever- 
laſting Father is ſcattering bleſſings through his whole 
family, and crowning the year with his goodneſs ; 
who does not feel his breaſt overflowing with a diffu- 
five benevolence ?—My heart, I muſt confeſs, beats 
high with ſatisfaction ; and breathes out congratulatory 
wiſhes, upon all the tenants of theſe rural abodes: 
« Peace be within your walls, as well as plenteouſneſs 


* Whoſe rampart was the ſea, Nahum iii. 8. 

I hope, this little excurſion into the country, will not be 
looked upon as a departure from my ſubject ; becauſe a rural 
view, though no eſſential part of a garden, is yet a deſirable 
appendage, and neceſſary to complete its beauty.—As uſefulneſs 
is the moſt valuable property which can attend any produttion, 
this is the circumſtance chiefly touched upon in the ſurvey of 
the landſcape. Though every piece of this extenſive and di- 
-verſified ſcene is caſt in the moſt elegant mould, yet nothing is cal- 
culated merely for ſhew and parade. You ſee nothing formed in 
the taſte of the oſtentatious obeliſk, or inſignificant pomp of the 
pyramid. No ſuch idle expences were admitted into that con- 
ſummate plan, which regulated the ſtructure of the univerſe. 
All the decorations of nature are no leſs advantageois, than 
ornamental; ſuch as ſpeak the MAKER infinitely beneficent, 
as well as incomparably magnificent, 


e around 
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& around your dwellings.” Live, ye highly favour- 
ed; live ſenſible of your benefits, and thankful to your 
Benefactor. Look round upon theſe prodigiouſly 
large incomes of the fruitful ſoil, and call them (for 
you have free leave) all your own.,—Only let me re- 
mind you of one very important truth. Let me ſug- 
geſt, and may you never forget, that you are obliged 
to CHRIST JEsvUs, for every one of theſe accommoda- 
tions, V ſpring from the teeming earth, and the 
es. 

1. Cukis r * made them, when they were not.— 
He fetched them up from utter darkneſs; and gave them 
both their being, and their beauty. He created the ma- 
terials, of which they are compoſed; and moulded 
them into this endleſs multiplicity of amiable forms, 


When I aſcribe the work of creation to the Son, I would 
by no means be ſuppoſed to with-hold the ſame honour from 
the eternal FaTHER, and ever-blefſed 8pIi& T. The acts of 
thoſe inconceivably glorious perſons are, like their eſſence, un- 
divided and one. But I chuſe to ſtate the point in this manner, 
becauſe this is the manifeſt doctrine of the New Teſtament, is 
the expreſs belief of our church, and a moſt noble peculiarity 
of the goſpel· revelation. I chuſe it alſo, becauſe I would take 
every opportunity of inculcating, and celebrating, the 2 
of the REDEEMER : A truth, which imparts an unutterable 
dignity to Chriſtianity : a truth, which lays an immoveable foun- 
dation for all the comfortable hopes of a Chriſtian : à truth, 
which will render the myſtery of our redemption, the won- 
der and delight of eternity : and with this truth,” every one 
will obſerve, my aſſertion is inſeparably connected. 

If any one queſtions, whether, this be the doctrine of our 
church; let the creed, which we repeat in our moſt ſolemn devo- 
tions, determine his doubt: * I believe,” ſays that form of 
ſound words, © in one Lord JESUS CHRIST, very Gop 
t of very Go p, by whom all things were made.” If it be far- 
ther inquired, From whence the Nicene fathers derived this 
article of their faith? I anſwer, From the writings of the be- 
loved diſciple, who lay on the Saviour's boſom ; and of that 
great apoſtle, who had been caught up into the third heaven, 
John i. 3. Col. i. 16, 84 


Vor. I. Nez. K and 


to full age. 
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and uſeful ſubſtances. He arrayed the heavens with a 
veſture of the mildeſt blue; and clothed the earth in 
a livery of the gayeſt green. His pencil ſtreaked, and 
his breath perfumed, whatever is beautiful or fragrant 
in the univerſe. His ſtrength ſet faſt the mountains; 


his goodneſs garniſhed the vales ; and the fame touch 


Which healed the /zper, wrought the whole viſible g- 
lem into this complete perfection. 

2. CnnisT recovered them, when they were for- 
feited.— By Adam's fin, we loſt our right to the com- 
forts of life, and fruits of the ground. His diſobedi- 
ence was the moſt impious and horrid treaſon. againſt 
the Kixs of kings. Conſequently, his whole pa- 
trimony became confiſcated : as well the portion of 


temporal good things, ſettled upon the human race 


during their minority; as that everlaſting hen re- 
os for their 9 when they — 
But the 4 ſeed of the woman,“ inſtant- 

iy interpoſing, took off the attainder, and redeemed 
e alienated inheritance. The firſt Adam being difin- 


herited, the ſecond Adam * was appointed heir of all 


Heß. i. 2,—In this ſenſe atleaſt, CHRIS T is the Saviour 
of all men, The former and latter rain; the precious fruits 


of the earth ; food to eat, and raiment to put on ;—all theſe 


he purchaſed, even for his irreclaimable enemies. They eat of 


bis bread, who lift up their heel againſt him. 


We learn from hence, in what a peculiar and 


light the Chriftian is to contemplate the things that are ſeen. 
_ Heathens might diſcover an eternal power, and infinite wiſdom, 
in 2 ſtructure of the univerſe; Boden might acknowledge 
2 ſtu 1 
_ whole fabric, with all its furniture, to the ſervice of man. But 
_ the Chriſtian ſhould ever keep in mind his forfeiture of them, 
and the price paid to redeem them. He ſhould receive the 
f gifts of indulgent providence, as the Vraelites received their 
w 


liberality, in the unreſerved grant of the 


, from the hand of a Mediator : or rather, to him they 


ſnould come, not only iflving from the ſtores of an unbound- 
ed bounty, but ſwimming (as it were) in that crimſon tide, 
. which ſtreamed from IMMANUEL's veins. 


things, 
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5, viſible as well as inviſible. And we bold our 
pa > of the former, we expect an inſtatement in the 
latter, purely by virtue of our alliance to him, and 
our union with him. 

3. Cnx1sT wpholds them, which would otherwiſe 
tumble into ruin.—By him, ſays the oracle of inſpi- 
ration, all things — 4 *. His * rolls the ſeaſons 
round, and preſides over all the celeſtial revolutions. 
His finger winds up the wheels, and impels every 
ſpring of vegetative nature. In a word, the whole 
weight of the creation reſts upon his mighty arm, 
and receives the whole harmony of its motion from 
his unerrin ng eye.—This habitable globe, with all its 
rich appendages, and fine machinery, could no more 
continue, than they could create emſelves. Start 
they would into inſtant confiſion, or drop into their 
| primitiye nothing, did not his power ſupport, and his 
_ wiſdom regulate them, every moment. In conformi- 
to his will, they ſubſiſt ſtedfaſt and invariable in 
their orders; and Wait only for his ſovereign nod, to 
fall away like water that runneth apace.” 
4. CyxisT+atrates them, which would otherwiſe 
be lifeleſs and sgi ,—Penſioners they are, con- 
| Laſh enſioners, on his bounty; and borrow their all 


fulneſs. He only has life ; and whatever ope- 


cl. i. 17. I beg leave to ſubjoin St Chryſoftom's yerti- 
nent and beautiful note upon the paſſage; by which it will ap- 
pear, that the ſentimem of theſe ſections is not merely a pri- 
vate opinion, but the avowed belief of the primitive church. 
T 6 ai » rarley * 
Dr NES BESET 
array ric aue rpowing, AN $ eta, las. 

+ John v. 17. My Father worketh hitherto, and I work; * 
IJ exert that unremittin and unwearied energy, which is the 
life of the creation.—Thus the words are paraphraſed by a ma- 
ſterly expoſitor, who has iluſtrated the life of our bleſſed 
Lon b, in the moſt elegant taſte of eriticiſm; with the m 
amiable ſpirit of devotion ; and without any mixture of 7 
malignant leaven, or low fingularitics, of a party. See the 


milg-expoſi ſtor, vol. I. ſec. 2. 
2 rates, 
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rates, operates by an emanation from his all-ſufficien- 
"Cy. Does the grape refreſh you with its enlivening 
Juices ? It is by a warrant received, and virtue deri- 
ved, from the Redeemer. Does bread ſtren gthen 
vour heart, and prove the ſtaff of your life? Remem- 
ber, that it is by the Saviour's appointment, and 
through the eflicacy of his operation. You are charm- 
ed with hig melody, when the © time of the ſingi 
of bins is come, and the yoice of the nightingale is 
heard in your land.” You taſte his goodneſs in the 
luſcious fig, the melting peach, and the muſky flavour 
of the apricot. You ſmell h:s ſweetneſs in the open- 
ing honeyſuckle, and every odoriferous ſhrub. 
Could theſe creatures ſpeak for themſelves, they 
would, doubtleſs, diſclaim all ſufficiency of their own, 
and aſcribe the whole honour to their Maker.—* We 
are ſervants,” would they ſay, © of Him, 7 5 died 
<« for you. Cifterns, only dry ciſterns in ourſelves, we 
tranſmit to mortals no more than the uncreated foun- 
tain transfuſes into us. Think not, that, from any 
ability of our own, we furniſh you with aſſiſtance, 
or adminiſter to your comfort. "Tis the divine e- 
nergy, the divine energy alone, that works in us, 
and does you good.— 12. e you, O ye ſons of 
men, that you _ love who placed us in 
theſe 2 love the Lozp, therefore, all 
* wo are aeg by our miniſtry; or elſe we 
with indignation and regret, at your 
— e ſervices Fi, 7 us, and welcome; — 2 
we are yours, if ye are CHRIS 's. Crop our 
choiceſt beauties; rifle all our treaſures; accom- 
modate yourſelves with our moſt valuable qualities; 
only let us be incentives to your gratitude, and mo- 
tives to your obedience. 


258178852778 


Ham ſurveyed the ſpacious ſky,.and ſent a glance 
Cond the inferior creation, *tis time to "deſcend from 


* Rom, viii. 22. 


this 


FLOW ER- GAR DE N. 149 


this eminence, and confine my attention to the beau- 
tiful ſpot below. Here Nature, always pleaſing, every: 
where lovely, appears with peculiar attractions. Yon- 
der ſhe ſeems dreſſed in her deſhabille ; grand, but ir- 
regular. Here ſhe calls in her handmaid, Art; and 
ſhines in all the delicate ornaments, which the niceſt 
cultivation is able to convey. Thoſe are her common 
apartments, where fhe lodges her ordinary gueſts ; this 
is her cabinet of curioſities, where ſhe entertains her 
intimate acquaintance.—My eye ſhall often expatiate 
over thoſe ſcenes of univerſal fertility ; my feet ſhall 
ſometimes bruſh through the thicket, or traverſe the 
lawn, or ſtroll along the foreſt-glade : but to this de- 
lightful retreat ſhall be my chiet reſort. Thither will 
I make excurfions ; but here will I dwell. | 
If, from my low procedure, I may form an alluſion 
to the moſt exalted practices, I would obſerve, upon 
this occaſion, That the celebrated Eraſmus, and our 
judicious Locke, having trod the circle of the ſciences, 
and ranged through the whole extent of human lite- 
rature, at length betook themſelves ſolely to the Bible. 
Leaving the ſages of antiq its they fat inceſſantly at 
the feet of Jesus. Wiſely they withdrew from that 
immenſe multiplicity of learning, from thoſe endleſs 
tracts of amuſing erudition, where noxious weeds are 
mixed with wholeſome herbs; where is generally a 
much larger growth of prickly ſhrubs, than of fruit- 
ful boughs. They ſpent their moſt mature hours in 
thoſe hallowed gardens, which Gop's own wildom - 
planted, which Gop's own Spirit watereth, and in 
which G 0 0's own Son is continually walking; where 
he meeteth thoſe that ſeek him, and revealeth to them 
N of his perſon, and the riches of his good- 

neſs. * 
Thus would I finiſh the remainder of my days! 
Having juſt taſted (what they call) the politer ſtudies, 
I would now devote my whole application to the lively 
oracles. From other * I might glean, perhaps, 
3 2 
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a few ſcattered fragments of low, of lean, of unfatiſ- 
factory inſtruction. From this I truſt to reap a harveſt 
of the ſublimeſt truths, the nobleſt improvements, and 
the pureſt joys *.—Waft me then, Ol waft my mind to 
Son's conſecrated bowers. Let my thoughts perpetu- 
ally rove through the awfully- pleaſing walks of inſpi- 
ration. Here — 5 thoſe babes lants, the trees 
of life and knowledge ; whoſe ambro fruits we now 
may © take and eat, and hve for ever.” Here flow 
thoſe precious ſtreams of grace and righteouſneſs, whoſe 
living waters © whoſoever drinks, ſhall thirſt no 
<« more.” And what can the fables of Grecian ſong, 
or the fineſt pages of Roman eloquence,—what can th 
exhibit, in any degree comparable to theſe matchl 
tives of x. he Gris — Therefore, though 1 
ould not diſlike to pay a vit now and then to m 
Heathen maſters, I would live with the prophets an 
apoſtles. With thoſe I would carry on ſome occaſional 
correſpondence; but theſe ſhould be my boſom- friends, 


A companions, «© my delight, and my 


War ets are theſe, which ſo agreeably ſalute 


my n ? They are the breath of the flowers, the 


incenſe of the garden.—How liberally does the jeſſa- 
mine diſpenſe her odoriferons riches ? How deliciouſly 
has the woodbine embalmed this morning-walk ? The 
air is all perfume. —And is not this another moſt en- 
Be argument to forſake the bed of hh Who 

lie diſſolved in ſenſeleſs flumbers, while fo 


many breathing fweets invite him to a feaſt of fra- 


? Eſpecially conſidering, that the advancing 
y will exhale the volatile dainties. A ive wall 


ey rs prepared only for the wakeful induſtri- 


Whereas, 'when _ 8 lifts his heavy nf 


the flowers will droop ; th e ſcents be diſſipated; 


Quieguid docetur, veritas ebe pracipitur, bonitas ; 
and, 


: 1 promittitur; — 
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and, inſtead of this refreſhing humidity, the air will 
become a kind of liquid fire. | 

With this very motive, heightened by a repreſenta- 
tion of the moſt charming pieces of morning-ſcenery, 
the parent of mankind awakes his lovely conſort. 
There is ſuch a delicacy in the choice, and ſo much 
life- in the deſcription, of theſe rural images, that 1 
cannot excuſe myſelf, without repeating the whole 
paſſage. —Whiſper it, ſome friendly genius, in the ear 
of every one, who is now ſunk in ſleep, and loſt to all 
theſe reſined gratifications ! | 


Awake : the morning ſhines, and the freſh field 
Calls you > ye loſe the prime, to mark how ſpring 
The tended plants, how blows the 22 ; 


- What drops the h, and what the balmy reed ; 
How Nature 22 colours ; how the bee x 
Sits on the b extracting liquid ſiueets &. 


How delightful is this fragrance! It is diſtributed in 
the niceſt proportion; neither ſo ſtrong, as to oppreſs 
the organs; nor fo faint, as to elude them. We are 
ſoon 8 at a ſumptuous banquet; but this pleaſure 
never loſes its poignancy, never the appetite.— 

Here luxury Ways — — * in this caſe, 
indul is incapable of exceſs. This balmy enter - 
8 not rs — the ſenſe, but + chears the 
v and, in clogging, elates its powers. 
Sor! Kan me in mind of that HR ſacrifice, 
which was once made in behalf of offending mortals. 
I mean the . of the bleſſed Ixsus, when he of- 

fered up himſelf to G o p, © for a ſweet-ſmelling ſa- 
« your.” Such the Holy Spirit ſtyles that wonderful 
oblation ; as if no image, in the whole ſenſible crea- 
tion, was ſo proper to give us an idea of the ineffable - 
: fatisfaftion, which the Father of mercies conceived 


„MIL r. Par. Loſt, b. v. I. 20. 10 
+ Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart. Prov. xxvii. 9. 
J | K 4 from 
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from that unparallelled atonement, as the pleaſing ſen- 


ations, which ſuch rich perfumes are capable of rai- 
fling. « Thouſands of rams, and ten thouſands of 
& rivers of oil,“ from an apoſtate world; the moſt 
ſubmiſſive acknowledgments, added to the moſt coſt- 
ly offerings, from men of defiled hands, and unclean 
Ups; what could they have effected? A prophet re- 
preſents the © high and lofty One, that inhabiteth 
eternity, turning himſelf away from ſuch filthy 
Tags; turning himſelf away, with a diſdainful abhor- 
rence *, as from the noiſome ſteams of a dunghill.— 
But in CRRIST's immaculate holineſs, in CHRIST 's 
conſummate obedience, in CHx1sT's moſt precious 
blood-ſhedding, with what unimaginable complacency 
does juſtice reſt ſatisfied, and vengeance acqueſce !— 
All thy works, O thou Surety for ruined ſinners ! all th 
ſufferings, O thou ſlaughtered Lamb of GOD! as w 
as all thy garments, O thou Bridegroom of thy church ! 
ſmell of myrrh, aloes, and caſſia+! They are RT 
more grateful to the eternal Godhead, than the choic 
exhalations of the garden, than all the odours of the 
ſpicy eaſt, can be to the human noſtrils. . 

As the altar of old ſanctified the gift; ſo this is the 

great propitiation, which recommends the obnoxious 
ons, and unprofitable ſervices of the believing world. 
this may my ſoul be intereſted! By this may it be 
reconciled to the Father There is ſuch a leprous de- 
pravity cleaving to my nature, as pollutes whatever I 
perform. My moſt profound adorations, and ſincereſt 
acts of religion, muſt not preſume to challenge a re- 
ward, but humbly implore forgiveneſs J. Renouncing, 
erefore, 

* Amos v. 21, 22. + Pfal. zlv. 9. 

t A writer of diſtinguiſhed ſuperiority, thus addreſſes the 
great Obſerver of actions, and Searcher of hearts; and vindi- 
cates my ſentiments, while he ſo juſtly and beautifully utters his 
own: 

Look down, great Gop, with pity's ſofteſt eye, 
On a poor breathing particle in duſt. His 
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therefore, myſelf in every inſtance of duty, diſclaim- 
ing all ſhadow of confidence * in any deeds of my 
own, may I now, and evermore, be accepted through 

colours, are here! 


the Beloved! | 
War colours, what charmin 

Theſe ſo nobly bold; and thoſe b delicately langui 
What a glow is enkindled in ſome ! what a gloſs ſhines 
upon others! In one, methinks, I ſee the ruby with 
her bleeding radiance ; in another, the ſapphire with her 
ſky-tin&tured blue; in all ſuch an exquiſite richneſs of 
dyes, as no other ſet of paintings in the univerſe can 
boaſt f.— With what a maſterly ii is every one of 
the varying tints diſpoſed Here they ſeem to be 
thrown on with an eaſy daſh of ſecurity and freedom; 
there they are adjuſted by the niceſt touches of art and 


His crimes forgive ; forgive his virtues too, 
Thoſe ſmaller faults, half-converts to the right. : 
Night-Thoughts, Ne IX. 


See page 44. & 45. in the ſecond edition of a moſt can- 
did and evangelical little treatiſe, called CHRISTIANITY 
the great ORNAMENT of human life, —* If Chriſtians 
„% happily avoid the dangerous extreme, and too often fatal 
* rock, of a dead fruitleſs faith on the one hand, he [i. e. 
Satan] will endeavour, by all kind of plauſible infinuations, 
to ſplit them on the oppoſite, viz. ſpiritual pride, oſtentation, 
« and dependence on their works, as if THESE were the me- 
 «« ritorious or procuring cauſe of all true peace, hope, conſo- 
lation, and divine acceptance,—Now, this /elf-dependence 
„ may be ranked among the moſt dangerous of the infernal po- 
& litics, becauſe the fatal poiſon lies deep, and too often un- 
*« diſcerned.” 

4, — — — — Who can paint 
Like Nature? Can Imagination boaft, 
Amid his gay creation, hues like theſe ? 
And can he mix them with that matchleſs ſtill, 
And lay them on fo delicately fine, 
And loſe them in each other, as appear: r 
In ev'ry bud that blows ?— Tuous. Spring. 


accuracy. 
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accuracy. Thoſe which form the ground, are alwa 
ſo judiciouſly choſen, as to heighten the luſtre of 
fi ; — 2 of the im- 
t, or the ſhadings of the foliage, im new 
wvelineſs to the — Indeed, — 2 are 
blended or arranged, ſoftened or contraſted, they are 
manifeſtly under the conduct of a taſte, that never 
miſtakes, a felicity that never falls ſhort of, the very 
perfection of elegance, —Fine, inimitably fine, is the 
texture of the web, on which theſe ſhining treaſures 
are diſplayed. What are the labours of the Perſan 
looms, or the boaſted commodities of Bruſſels, com- 
pared with theſe curious manufactures of nature? Com- 
pared with theſe, the moſt admired chintzes loſe their 
tion; even ſuperhne cambrics appear coarſe as 
canvaſs in their preſence. 

What a chearing argument does our Saviour derive 
from hence, to ſtrengthen. our affance in Gop! He 
directs us to learn a leſſon of heaven-depending faith, 
from every bird that wings the air, and from ev 
flower that bloſſoms in the field. If Providence, wit 
unremitted care, ſupports thoſe inferior creatures, and 
arrays theſe inſenſible beings with ſo much fplendor ; 

he will in nowiſe with-hold from his ele& chil- 

* bread tp eat, and raiment to put on.”—Ye 
faithful followers of the Lamb, diſmiſs every low 
anxiety, relating to the needful_/u/tenance of life. He 
that the ravens from an inexhauſtible magazine; 
he that paints the plants with ſuch ſurpaſſing elegance; 
in ſhort, he that provides ſo liberally, both for the a- 
nimal and vegetable parts of his creation ; will not, 
cannot, neglect his own people. Fear not, little flock, 
ye peculiar objects of almighty love! it is your Fathers 
pleaſure to give pou a kingdom *. „if he free- 


es pops ev g * hereafter, is it poſ- 
to ſuppoſe, that he will deny you any nec 
conveniencies here? | 


* Luke xii. 32. 
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Ons cannot forbear reflecting, in this place, on the 
too prevailing humour, of being fond and oſtentatious 
of dreſs &. t an abject and miſtaken ambition is 
this! How unworthy — — of immortal, and the 
wiſdom of rational beings ally, ſince theſe little 


productions of the earth have indiſputably the pre-e 
minence 


* Mr Addiſon has a fine remark on a female warrior, cele- 
brated by Virgil. He obſerves, that, with all her other great 
qualities, this litt le foible mingled itſelf ; . becauſe, as the poet 
relates, an intem fondneſs for a rich and ſplendid ſuit of 
armour, betrayed her into ruin. In this circumſtance, our 
critic diſcovers a moral concealed; this he admires, as a near, 
og oblique ſatire, on that trifling paſſion. Speck. vol. I. 

15. | 

I would refer it to the judicious reader, whether there is 

not a beauty of the ſame kind, but touched with a more ma- 

„in the ſong of Deborah. —Speaking of Siſera's 
mother, the ſacred euchariſtic ode repreſents her as anticipa- 
ting, in her fond fancy, the victory of her ſon ; and indulging 
the following, ſoliloquy: — Have they not ſped ? have they not di- 
vided the prey! to Siſera a prey of divers colours ; a prey of 
divers colours of needle-work ; of divers colours of needle-work 
en — ; meet for the necks of them that take the ſpoil ?— 
She no notice of the ſignal ſervice, which her hero 
would do to his country, by quelling ſo dangerous an infurrec- 
tion. She never reflects on the preſent acclamarions,” the Ju- 
ture advancement, and the eternal renown, which are the tri- 
bute uſually paid to a eonqueror's merit. She can conceive, 
it ſeems, nothing greater, than to be clad in an embroidered 
veſture; and to trail along the ground, a robe of the richeſt 
"dyes. This is, in her imagination, the moſt lordly ſpoil he 
can win; the moſt ſtately trophy he can erect.—It is alſo ob- 
ſervable, how ſhe dwells upon the trivial cirtumſtance, reitera- 
ting it again and again. It has ſo charmed her ignoble heart, 
| ſo entirely engroſſed her little views, that ſhe can hint of no- 
thing elſe, /peak of nothing elſe, and can hardly ever de from 
the darling topic, —Is not this a keen, though delicately: couch- 
ed cenſure, on tat poor contemptible, grovelling taſte, which 
zs enamoured with filken finery, and makes the attributer of 
2 butterfly the idol of its affections ?_ 
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minence in ſuch outward embelliſhments.—Go, clothe 
thyſelf with purple, and fine linen; trick thyſelf up 
in all the gay. attire, which the ſhuttle or the needle 
can furniſh : yet know, to the mortification of tay 
vanity, that the native elegance of a common daiſy 
eclipſes all this e/aborate finery.—Nay, wert thou deck- 
ed like ſome illuſtrious princeſs, on her coronation-day, 
in all the ſplendor of royal apparel ; couldſt thou equal 
even Solomon, in the height of his magnificence and 
glory ; yet would the meaneſt among the flowery popu- 
e outſhine thee. Every diſcerning eye would give 
the preference to theſe heauties o e + ground.— 
Scorn then to borrow thy recommendations from a 
neat diſpoſition of threads, and a curious arrangement 
of colours. Aſſume a becoming greatneſs of temper. 
Let thy endowments be of the immortal kind. Study 
to be a/l-glorious within. Be clothed with humility. 
Wear the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit f. To 
fay all in a word, Put on the LORD Jesus Curtis ||: 


How conſpicuous is the elevated and magnificent ſpirit of 
that venerable mother in /ſrael, when viewed in compariſon 
with the low, the deſpicable turn of this Canaanitiſb lady /— 
Such ſtrong and beautiful contrafts are, I think, ſome of the 
moſt ſtriking excellencies of poetic painting : and in no book 
are they more N uſed, or expreſſed with greater life, 
than in the /acred volumes of inſpiration. 
* Peaceful and lowly in their native ſoil, 
They neither know to ſpin, nor care to toil ; 
Yet with confeſs d magnificence deride 
Our mean attire, and impotence of pride. Pros. 
+ Mr Cowley, with his uſual brilliancy of imagination, ſtyles 
them fart of earth. | G 
t How beautifully does the prophet deſcribe the furniture 
of a renewed and heavenly mind, under the ſimilitude of a 
rich and complete ſuit of apparel! I will greatly rejoice in the 
Lo np; my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my Go p; for he hath clothed 
me with the garments of ſalvation ; he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteouſneſs, as @ bridegroom dec bet himſelf with orna- 


ments, and as a bride adorneth herſelf with her jewels. Iſ. Ixi. 10. 
let, 


| Rom. xiii. 14. 
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let his Bl be ſprinkled upon thy conſcience, and it 
ſhall be whiter than the virgin-ſnows. Let his r:ghteoufe 
neſs, hike a ſpotleſs robe, adorn thy inner man; and thou 
ſhalt be amiable, even in the moſt diſtinguiſhing eye 
of Gop. Let his bleſſed Spirit dwell in thy heart; 
and, under his ſanctifying operations, thou ſhalt be 
made partaker of a divine nature. 

Theſe are real excellencies ; truly noble accompliſh- 
ments theſe. In this manner be arrayed, be beauti- 
fied; and thou wilt not find a rival in the feathers of 
a peacock, or the foliation of a tulip. Theſe will ex- 
alt thee far above the /ow pretenſions of lace and em- 
' broidery. Theſe will prepare thee to ſtand in the bea- 
tific preſence, and to take thy ſeat among the angels 
of light. | 


War an inchanting /ituation is this! One can 
ſcarce be melancholy within the atmoſphere of flowers. 
Such lively hues, and delicious odours, ' not only 
addreſs themſelves a bly to the ſenſes; but touch, 
with a ſurpriſing delicacy, the ſweeteſt movements of 
the mind: | 
To the heart inſpirin 
Ferna * delight Ke jg M1LT. b. iv. 


* &'T would have my reader endeavour to MORALIZ E 
c this natural pleaſure of the ſoul, and to improve this vernal 
% delight, as Milton calls it, into a Chriftian virtue. When 
% we find ourſelves inſpired with this pleaſing inſtinct, this 
*« ſecret ſatisfaction and complacency, ariſing from the beauties 
« of the creation, let us conſider, to whom we ftand indebted 
* for all theſe entertainments of ſenſe; and who it is that 
* thus opens his hand, and fills the world with good. — Such 
% an habitual diſpoſition of mind conſecrates every field and 
„ wood; turns an ordinary walk into a morning and evening 
& ſacrifice; and will improve thoſe tranſient gleams, which 
% naturally brighten up and refreſh the ſoul on ſuch occaſions, : 
* into an inviolable and perpetual ſtate of bliſs and happi- 
« neſs.” Spe. vol. V. Ne 394. 


How 
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How often have I felt them diſſipate the gloom of 
t, and trans fuſe a ſudden gaiety 
3 ſpirit! I cannot wonder, that kings deſcend 
from their thrones, to walk amidſt blooming ivory and 
gold; or retire from the moſt 1 to be 
recreated with the more refined ſweets of the garden. 


through the de- 


cannot wonder, that queens forego,” for a while, the 


compliments of a nation, to receive the tribute of the 


or withdraw from all the glitter of a court, 


to be attended with the more ſplendid equipage of a 
_ bed of flowers.—But if this be ſo pleafing, what tranſ- 
porting pleafure muſt ariſe from the fruition of un- 


excellency! O! what unknown delight, to 


enter into thy immediate preſence, moſt bleſſed I. o x D 


God! to ſee thee *, thou King of heaven, and LoD 


of glory, no longer © through a glaſs darkly, but face 
<«< to face!” Fog; A all thy goodneſs, all thy great- 
nels, ſhine before us; and be made glad for ever with 


the brighteſt diſcovery of thy perfections, with the in- 
effable joy of thy — 22 


This we cannot bear, in our preſent imperfect ſtate. 
The effulgence of unveiled divinity would dazzle a 
mortal fight. Our feehle faculties would be overwhelm- 
ed with ſuch a fulneſs of ſuperabundant bliſs ; and 
muſt he oppreſſed under ſuch an exceeding great, eternal 
weight ory.—But, when this corruptible - hath 
put on incorruption, the powers of the ſoul will be 
greatly invigorated ; and theſe earthly tabernacles will 


* T/aiah repreſents the felicity of the righteous, in the ever- 


- lating world, by this elegant and amiable image ; Thine eyes 
Hull ſee the King in his beauty. Milton touches the ſame ſub- 
ject, with wonderful elevation and majeſty of thought : 


— — — They walk with GOD, 
High in ſalvation, and the climes of bliſs. 


Words, which, like the fiery ear, almoſt tranſport our affec- 


_ tions to thoſe glorious abodes. 


J. xxxiii. 17. ML r. b. XI. v. 70). 
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be transformed into the likeneſs of CymsT's glorious 
body. Then, though © the moon ſhall be confound- 
* el. and the fun aſhamed *,” when the LORD of 
hoſts is revealed from heaven ; yet ſhall his faithful 
people be enabled to /ee him as he is f. 
- - Here then, my wiſhes, here be fixed. Be this 
determined and invariable aim.— Here, my affections, 
here give a Jooſe to your whole ardor. Cry out, in 
the language of inſpiration, This Oe 
of the Lox p, which, with inceſſant earneſtneſs, I wall 
require ; this I may dwell in the celeſtial houſe of the 
Loxv, all the — s SP future life; to bebold the fair 
beauty of the Teng &, nd to contemplate, with wonder 
and adoration—wi peakable and everlaſting rap- 
[on Wer the 1 G the the incomprehenſible God- 
ead 


SOLOMON, a moſt penetrating judge of human 
nature, knowing how highty mankind is charmed with 
the fine qualities of flowers, has figured'out the bleſſed 
1 that © faireſt among ten thouſand,” by theſe 
lovely repreſentatives. He ſtyles him || the roſe of 'Sha- 
ron, and the lily of the valleys +; like the firſt, full of 


* If. xxiv. 23. +1 John iii. 2, f Pal, Xxvü. 4. 
| Cant. ii. 1. 
Malus ut arboribus decori eft, ut vitibus uve, 
Utque roſe campis, ut lilia-vallibus alba, 
Sic CnrIsTUS decus omne fuis.— 

} By the lily of the valleys, I a end, h meant; 10 
the er which e Kan, pprch that denomination, 
and is comparatively mean; but the grand, majeſtic, garden» 
ily, growing in a rich irriguous ſoil, where it flouriſhes in the 
moſt ample manner, and arrives at the higheſt perfection. The 
circumſtance of the valleys, added by — ſacred writer, is ſig- 


nificant not of the /pecies, but of the place. This is by far the 


nobleſt interpretation, and moſt exactly ſuitable to the "ſpiritual 
ſenſe ; which intimates, that the bleſſed Jes vs delights to 
dwell, by the communications of his Spirit, in humble hearts. 


— — DOPOpN MwuW /ilium vallibus gaudens. 
delights, 


- 
—— | RI wo_e_— Wn — — _ 


— — — — — 
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ights, and communicable graces ; like the laſt, ex- 
alted in majeſty, and complete in beauty —In that fa- 
cred paſtoral, he ranges the creation; borrows its moſt 
finiſhed forms ; and dips his pencil in its choiceſt dyes, 
to — ay us with a ſketch of the amiableneſs of his 
perſon: his amiableneſs, who 1s the light of the world; 
lory of his church ; the only hope, the ſovereign 

— of ſinners; and exalted, inſinitely exalted, 
not only above the ſublimeſt compariſon, but even 
above all bleſling and praiſe.” —May I alſo make the 
fame heavenly uſe of all ſublunary enjoyments ! What- 
ever is pleaſurable or charming below, let it raiſe my 
deſire to thoſe delectable objects, which are above; 
which will yield, not partial, but perfect felicity ; not 
tranſient, but never-ending, ſatisfaction and joy.—Ygs, 
my ſoul, let theſe beauties in miniature always remind 
thee of that glorious perſon, in whom * dwells all the 
« Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily.” Let theſe little e- 
manations teach thee to thirſt after the eternal fountain. 
O! may the creatures be thy conſtant clue to the Crea- 
tor! For this is a certain truth, and deſerves thy fre- 
quent recollection, demands thy moſt attentive conſi- 
deration; that the whole compaſs of finite perfection, 
is only a faint ray *, ſhot from that immenſe ſource ;— 

is only a ſmall drep, derived from that inexhauſtible 


ocean — of all 


Wu a ſurpriſing variety is obſervable among the 
flowery bes "He How has the bountiful hand of Pro- 
vidence diverſified theſe niceſt pieces of his workman- 
hip! added the charms of an endleſs novelty, to all 
their other perfections A conſtant r would 


* — Thou fitt'ſt above all heav'ns, 
To us inviſible, or dimly jeen 
In theſe thy loweſt works; yet theſe declare 


Thy goodneſs beyond though and pow'r divine. 
K MI r. book v. 


ſoon 
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ſoon render the entertainment tireſome, or inſipid; 
therefore every ſpecies is formed on a ſeparate plan, 
and exhibits ſomething entirely new. The faſhion 
ſpreads not from family to family; but every one has a 
mode of its own, which is truly original.. The moſt 
curſory glance perceives an apparent difference, às well 
as a peculiar delicacy, in the airs and habits, the atti- 
tude and /ineaments, of every diſtinct claſs. | 
Some rear their heads with a majeſtic mien, and o- 
verlook, like ſovereigns or nobles, the whole parterre. 
Others ſeem more moderate in their aims, and ad- 
vance only to the middle ſtations ;-a genius turned for 
heraldry might term them the gentry of the border. 
While others, free from all aſpiring views, creep un- 
ambitiouſly on the ground, and look like the commonal- 
of the Lind. Bat are interſeted with elegant 
Lage or ſtudded with radiant fpots. Some affect to 
be gentcelly powdered, or neatly fringed ; while others 
are plain in their aſpect, unaffected in their dreſs, and 
content to pleaſe with a naked ſimplicity. Some aſſume 
the nbhiarch's purple; fome look moſt becoming an the 
virgin's white; but black, doleful black, has no ad- 
mittance into the wardrobe of ſpring. The weeds of 
mourning would be a manifeſt indecorum, when na- 
ture holds an univerſal feſtival. She would now in- 
ſpire none but delightful ideas, and therefore always 
makes her appearance in ſome * amiable ſuit. —Here 
ſtands a warrior, clad with crimſon ; there /its a magi- 
ſtrate, robed in ſcarlet; and yonder ſtruts a pretty 
fellow, that ſeems to have dipped his plumes in the 
rainbow, and glitters in all the gay colours of that re- 
ſplendent arch. Some 7i/e into a curious cup, or e. 
into a ſet of beautiful bells. Some ſpread themſelves 
in a ſwelling tuft, or croud into a delicious cluſter. — 
In ſome, the predominant ſtain ſoftens by the gentleſt 
diminutions, till it has even ſtole away from itſelf. The 


unc formeſiſſimus annus. Vins. 
Vol. I. Ne 2. 3 eye 
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eye is amuſed at the agrecable deluſion ; and we won- 
der to find ourſelves inſenſibly decoyed into a quite dif- 
ferent luſtre. In others, you would think, the fine 
tinges were emulous of pre-eminence. Diſdaining to 
mingle, they confront one another with the reſolution 
of rivals, determined to diſpute the prize of beauty ; 
while each is improved, by the oppolition, into the 
higheſt vivacity of complexion. 

How manifold are thy works *, O Loxp! Multiphed 
even to a prodigy. Yet in wiſdom, conſummate. wil- 
dom, haſt thou made them all. How I admire the va/t- 
neſs of the contrivance, and the exadtneſ of the exe- 
cution! Man, feeble man, with difficulty accompliſh- 
es a ſingle work. Hardly, and after many efforts, 


does he arrive at a tolerable imitation of ſome one pro- 


duction of nature. But the almighty Artiſt ſpoke 
millions of ſubſtances into inſtantaneous being; the 
whole collection wonderfully various, and each indi- 
vidual completely perfect. Repeated experiments ge- 


nerally, I might ſay always, diſcover errors or defects 


in our happieſt inventions. Nay, what wins our ap- 
probation, at the preſent hour, or in this particular. 
place, is very probably, in ſome remote period, or 
ſome diſtant clime, treated with contempt. Whereas, 
theſe fine ſtructures have pleaſed every taſte, in every 
country, for almoſt fix thouſand years. Nor has any 
f fault been detected in the original plan, nor any room 
et for the leaſt improvement upon the firſt model. 


. All our performances, the more e they ſcan- 


are - 

ned, the more imperfect they appear. With regard to 
theſe delicate objects, the 7 247 we ſearch into their 
properties, the more we are raviſhed with their graces. 
They are ſure to diſcloſe freſh ſtrokes of the moſt 

N „ Pfal. civ. 24. 

fb Ecclef. iii. 14. 1 know, that whatſoever Go p doth, it 
be far ever : nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken 


Jrom it. | 
maſterly 


9 
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maſterly ſkill, in proportion to the attention with 
which they are examined. e 
Nor is the /implicity of the operation leſs aſtoniſhing, 
than the ackuracy of the workmanſhip, or the infini- 
tude of the effects. Should you aſk, «< Where, and 
<« what are the materials which beautify the blooming 
« world? What rich tints, what ſplendid dyes, 
« what ſtores of ſhining crayons, ſtand by the hea- 
„ venly Limner, when he paints the robe of nature?“ 
"Tis anſwered, His powerful pencil needs no ſuch 
coſtly apparatus. A ſingle principle, under his con- 
ducting hand, branches out into an immenſity of the 
moſt varied, and moſt finiſhed forms. The * ot 
the earth, and of the circumambient air, paſſed gh 
proper ſtrainers, and diſpoſed in a range of pellucid 
tubes; this performs all the wonders, and produces all 
the beauties, of vegetation. This creeps along the fibres 
of the low-ſpread moſs, and c/imbs to the very tops of 
the lofty-waving cedars. This, attracted by the root, 
and circulating key inviſible canals ; this burſts in- 
to gems, expands itfelf into leaves, and clothes the 
foreſt with all its verdant honours.—This one *, plain 
and fimple, cauſe, gives birth to all the charms, which 


deck the youth and maturity of the year. This bluse es 


in the early hepatica, and Fames in late-advancing 
poppy. This reddens into blood in the veins of the 
mulberry ; and attenuates itſelf into leafen gold, to 
create a covering for the quince. This breathes in all the 


t 'gales of our en, and ewweeps odorous þ + 
in the groves of — ages + wonderfal is our Crea- 


tor in counſeh, and fo excellent in working 7 


When every ſeyeral effect has a particular ſeparate cauſe, 
this gives no pleaſure to the ſpectator, as not diſcovering con- 
*« trivance. But that work is beheld with admiration and delight, 
as the reſult, of deep counſel, which is complicated in its parts, 
and yet ſimple in its operations ; where a great variety of ef- 
« feCts are ſeen to ariſe from one principle operating uniform- 
ly.“ ApravaTHty on the attributes. 1 IH. xxviil. 5 
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Ix a grove of tulips, or a knot of pinks, one per- 
ceives a difference in almoſt every individual. Scarce 
any two are turned and tinctured exactly alike. Each 
ll allows himſelf a little particularity in his dreſs, though 
l belong to one family: ſo that they are various, and 
1 vet the ſame. A pretty emblem this of the /maller 
| differences between Proteſtant Chriſtians. There are 
modes in religion, which admit of variation, without 
| prejudice to ſound faith, or real holineſs. Juſt as 
the drapery on theſe pictures of the ſpring, maybe 
| formed after a variety of patterns, without «bam ing 
| their beauty, or altering their nature, —Be it ſo then, 
| that, in ſome points of inconſiderable conſequence, ſe- 
veral of our brethren diſſent: yet let us all hve ami- 
cably and ſociably together; for we harmonize in prin- - 
cipals, though we vary in punctilias. Let us join in 
converſation, and intermingle intereſts ; diſcover no 
el ent of behaviour, and cheriſh no alienation 
of affection. If any ſtrife ſubſiſts, let it be to follow 
our divine Maſter moſt cloſely, in humility of heart, 
and unblameableneſs of life. Let it be to ſerve one 
another moſt readily, in all the kind offices of a cordial 
friend{hip. Thus ſhall. we be united, though diftin- 
guiſbed ; united in the ſame d fundamentals, 
though diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſmall circumiſtantials 
united in one important bond of brotherly love, 
though diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſlighter peculiarities of 
ſentiment. N | 87 
Between Chriſtians, whoſe j ents diſa on- 
ly about a form of prayer, or —— of £4 Oi I 
| apprehend, there is no more eſſential difference, than 
| between flowers which bloom from the ſame kind of 
ſeed; but happen to be ſomewhat diverſified in the 
| mixture of their colours. —Whereas, if one denies the 
| drvinity of our Loxy JESUS CantsrT, and degrades 
the incarnate Gop to the meanneſs of a mere creature; 
if anether cries up the worthineſs of human works, 
and depretiates the alone-meritorious righteouſneſs - 
1 2 | " -- me 
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the glorious Mediator; if a th:rd addreſſes the incom- 
municable honours to a finite being, and bows to the 
image, or prays to the ſaint; —theſe are errors, ex - 

tory to the ReDEEME R's dignity, and 
not a little prejudicial to the comfort-of his people. A- 
gainſt theſe to remonſtrate; againſt theſe to urge every” 
argument, and uſe every diſſuaſive; beſpeaks not the 
cenſorious bigot, but the friend of truth, and the lo- 
ver of mankind. —Whereas, to ſtand neuter and ſilent, 
while ſuch principles are propagated, would be an in- 
ſtance of criminal remiſſneſs, rather than of Chriſtian 
moderation.—For the perſons, we will not fail to main - 
tain a tender compaſſion ; we will not ccaſe to put up 
earneſt interceſſions; we will alſo acknowledge and 
love whatever is excellent and amiable in their charac- 
ter. Yet we dare not ſubſcribe their creed ; we cannot 
remit our aſſiduous, but kind endeavours, if by any 
means we may reconcile them to a more ſcriptural beliet, 
and a purer worſhip &. | LADS 


AwoTHER circumſtance, recommending and endear- 


ing the flowery creation, is their regular fucceffion./ 
They 1 — all at Sho — wan 
orderly rotation. While a proper number of theſe ob- 
"ging retainers are in waiting, the others abicond; 
but hold themſelves in a poſture of fervice, ready to 
take their turn, and fill each his reſpective ee 


In ſome former editions, I expreſſed myſelf, on this point, 
unwarily and harſbly. But my meaning, and real ſentiments, 
were no other than thoſe repreſented above.—The reader, 
from ſuch unguarded intimations, might too naturally be led; 
to.conclude, that the author avows, and would ſtir up, a ſpirit; 
of perſecution, But this is a method of dealing with opponents. 


in religious doctrines, which he diſclaims, as abſurd ; and ab- 


hors, as iniquitous. He is for no force, but that of ratjonal 
conviction ; for no conſtraint, but that of affectionate perſua · 
fion. Thus, if you pleaſe, compel them to come in, Luke xiv, 
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inſtant it becomes vacant.— The ſnowdrop, foremoſt of 
the lovely train, breaks her way through the frozen 
ſoul, in order to "_ her early compliments to her 
lord. Dreſſed in the robe of innocency, ſhe ſteps forth, 
fearleſs of danger; long before the trees have ventured 
to unfold their leaves, even while the icicles are pen- 
dent on our houſes. —Next, peeps opt the crocus, but 
cautiouſly, and with an air of timidity. She hears the 
howling blaſts, and ſkulks cloſe to her low ſituation. 
Afraid the ſeems to make large excurſions from her 
root, while ſo many rufnian winds are abroad, and 
_ ſcouring along the wo Nor is the violet laſt, in this 
ſhining embaſſy of the year; which, with all the em- 
belliſhments that would grace a ro yal garden, conde- 
ſcends to line our hedges, and grow at the feet of 
briers. Freely, and without any ſolicitation, ſhe diſ- 
tributes the bounty of her emiſſive fweets : while her- 
ſelf, with an exemplary humility, retires from fight ; 
ſeeking rather to adminiſter pleafure, than to win ad- 
miration . Emblem, expreſſive emblem, of thoſe 
modeſt virtues, which delight to bloom in obſ 
which extend a chearing influence to multitudes, w 
are ſcarce acquainted with the ures of — 
Motive, engaging motive, to that ever-aftive beneficence, 
which — not for the importunity of the diſtreſſed, 
but anticipates their ſuit, and prevents them with the 
bleſſings of its eſs — The poor polyanthus, that 
lately adorned the border with her ſparkling beauties, 
and, tranſplanted into our windows, gave us a freſh en- 
tertainment, is now no more. I ſaw her com 
fade ; I perceived her breath decay ; till at length the 
expired, and dropt into her grave.—Scarce have we fuf- 
tained this loſs, but in comes the auricula, and more 
than retrieves it. Arrayed ſhe comes, in a ſplendid va- 
riety of amiable forms; with an eye of cryſtal, and 
perfume, 


ee of the * gloſſy ſatin; e 
"24 © + Prodeſſe quam conſpici. 
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and powdered with ſilver. A very diſtinguiſhed pro- 


ceſſion this! The favourite care of the floriſt ! Scarce 
one among them, but is dignified with a character of 
renown, or has the honour to repreſent ſome. celebra- 


ted toaſt. But theſe alſo, notwithſtanding their illu- 


ſtrious titles, have exhauſted their whole ſtock of fra- 
grance, and are mingled with the meaneſt duſt. — 

ho could forbear grieving at their departure, did 
not the ?z/zps begin to raiſe themſelves on their fine 


wands, or ſtately ſtalks? They fluſh the parterre 
with one of the gayeſt dreſſes that blooming nature 


wears. Did ever beau or belle make fo gaudy an . 
pearance, in a birth- night ſuit? Here one may beho 


the innocent wantonneſs of beauty. Here ſhe indul- 


ges a thouſand freaks, and ſports herſelf in the moſt 
charming diverſity of colours. Yet I ſhould wrong 


her, were I to call her a coquet ; becauſe ſhe plays her 


lovely changes, not to enkindle diflolute affections, 
but to diſplay her Creator's glory.—Soon ariſes the ane- 
mone ; encircled at the bottom with a ſpreading robe, 
and rounded at the top into a beautiful dome. In its 
looſely-flowing mantle, you may obſerve a noble neg- 
ligence ; in its gently-bending tufts, the niceſt ſym- 
metry. I would term it the ine gentleman of the gar- 
den ; becauſe it ſeems to have learned the ſingular ad- 
dreſs of uniting ſimplicity with refinement, of recon- 
ciling art and eaſe. The ſame month has the merit of 
producing tie ranuneulus. All bold and graceful, it 

ds the riches of its foliage; and acquires, by 
degrees, the lovelieſt enamel in the world. As per- 
ſons of intrinſic. worth diſdain the ſuperficial arts of 


recommendation, practiſed fops ; fo this lordly 
flower ſcorns to borrow any of its excellence from po-] - 
ders and effences. It needs no ſuch attractives, to ren- 


der it the darling of the curious ; being ſufficiently en- 
gaging from the elegance of its figure, the radiant ya- 
riety of its tinges, and a certain ſuperior dignity of 
aſpect. Methinks nature improves in her operations. 


L 4 Her 
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Her lateſt ſtrokes are moſt maſterly. To crown the 


collection, ſhe introduces the carnation ; which capti- 


vates every eye, with a noble ſpread of graces; and 


_ charms another ſenſe, with a profuſion of exquiſite o- 


dours. This ſingle flower has centered in itſelf, the 


perfections of all the preceding. The momeat it ap- 


, it fo commands our attention, that we ſcarce re- 
gret the abſence of the reſt. —The gillyfower, like a 
real friend, attends you through all the viciſſitudes 
and alterations of the ſeaſon. While others make a 


tranſient viſit only, this is rather an inhabitant, than 


2 8 in your gardens ; adds fidelity to complaiſance. 
t is in vain to attempt a catalogue of theſe amiable 
gifts. There is an endleſs multiplicity in their charac- 
ters, yet an invariable order in their approaches. E- 
very month, almoſt every weck, has its peculiar or- 
naments ; not ſervilely copying the works of its pre- 
deceflor, but forming, ſtill forming, and ſtill execu- 
ting ſome new deſign. $0 laviſh is the fancy, yet ſo 
exact the proceſs, of nature | 
Here let me ſtand a while, to contemplate this di/tri- 


bution of flowers, through the ſeveral periods of the 


8 they all to bloſſom together, there would 
at once a promiſcuous throng, and at once a total 
privation. We ſhould ſcarce have an opportunity of 
adverting to the dainty qualities of half; and muſt 


ſoon loſe the agreeable company of them all. But now- 


ſince every ſpecies has a ſeparate poſt to occupy, and a 


diſtinct interval for appearing, we can take a leifurely 
Bee ing ſet. We can 


and minute ſurvey of each 
view and review their forms; enter into à more inti- 
mate acquaintance with their charming accompliſh- 
ments; and receive all thoſe pleaſing ſervices, which 
they are commiſſioned to yield. This remarkable piece 
of economy, is productive of another very valuable 
effect. It not only places in the moſt advant ageous 


light, every particular community; but is alſo a ſure 


proviſionary reſource againſt the frailty of the whole 


nation. 
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nation. Or, to ſpeak more truly, it renders the 
 Howery tribes a fort of * immortal corps. For though 
ſome are continually dropping; yet, by this expe- 
dient, others are as continually riſing, to beautify our 
borders, and prolong the entertainment. 
Wnar goodneſs is this, to > provide ſuch a * of 
gratifications for mankind | both to diverfify, and 
perpetuate, the fine collation ! to take care, that our 
aths ſhould be, in a manner, inceflantly ſtrewed with 
owers!—And what wiſdom, to bid — one of theſe 
nſenſible beings know the preciſe juncture for their 
coming forth! inſomuch that no actor on a ſtage can 
be more exact in performing his part; can make a 
more r entry, or a more punctual exit. | 


Wo emboldens the daffodil to venture loans in 
February, and to truſt her lowering gold with incle- 
ment and treacherous ſkies ? Who informs the various 
tribes of fruit- bearing bloſſoms, that vernal ſuns, and a 
more genial warmth, are fitteſt for their delicate te- 
ture? Who teaches the clove to ſtay, till hotter beams 
are prepared, to infuſe a ſpicy richneſs into her odours, 
and tincture her complexion with the deepeſt crim- 
ſon ?—Who diſpoſes theſe: beautiful troops into ſuch 
orderly bodies, retarding ſome, and acceleratin oe 

Who has inſtructed them to file off, with fa pref 
ity, as ſoon as the duty of their reſpect 1 
tion is over? And, when one detachment retires, Who 
es the ſignal for another immediately to advance? 
ho, but that unerring Providence, which, from the 
higheſt thrones of an to the very loweſt degrees 


* In allufion to the celebrated practice of che Perſian kings; 
« who maintained, for their lifeguard, a body of troops, call- 
ed Immortal; becauſe it perpetually fubliſied ; for as ſoon 
as any of the men died, another was immediately put into 
** his place,” ROLLIN's ancient 2 vol. Il. be 


i799 REFLECTIONS on a 


of exiſtence, orders all —_ in „ number, weight, 
and meaſure?” 

Theſe, O my ſoul, are the regulations of that moſt 
adorable, that moſt beneficent Being, who bowed the 
heavens ; came down'to dwell on earth ; and united 
the frailty of thy mortal nature, to all the glories of 
his Godhead. All the honour of this admirable eſta- 
bliſhment belongs to thy Ranſom, th 5 thy Sa- 
wour. TO HIM 20 gs, who faſt the ven- 

ance, which thou had deferved, arid waſt doomed to 

| Puffer who fulfilled the obedience, which thou waſt ob- 

hged, but unable =O; ; and who humbled him- 

ſelf (ſtupendous, ble loving-kindneſs ), humbled 

himſeif to death, even the death of the croſs.— H 
formed this vaſt machine, and adjuſted its nice * 


dencies. The pillars that ſupport it, the embelliſh- *' 


ments that adorn it, and the laws that govern it, are 
the reſult of his unſearchable counſels. O] the heights 
of his majeſty, and the depths of his abaſcment ! 
Which ſhall we admire moſt, his effential greatneſs, 
or his free grace? He created the exalted rand, that 
fings in glory; and every the minuteſt inſect, that 
flutters in air, or crawis in duſt. He marks out a path 
for all thoſe globes of light, which travel the circuit 
of the ſkies; and diſdains not to rear the violet from 
its eee ded, or to plait the daify which dreſſes our 
plains. So grand are his operations; yet ſo condeſcend- 
ing his re . Af ſummer, like a ſparkling bride, 
is brilliant and glorious in her apparel ; what is this, 
but a feeble ow of his uncreated effulgence ? If 


autumn, like a — hoſt, opens her e and 


fitle take of his gg richly to enjoy; what is this but a 
ttle taſte of his inexhauſtible /berality ? If thunders 


nin lare, ſee the launching of his glittering 
thear : If = perpetual hills be ſcattered, and the 
« everlaſting mountains bowed,” you behold a di/- 


Play; — no, fays the prophet, you have rather t 
12 a 


t 
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hiding of his power x. So immenſe is his , fo un- 
controllable and inconceivable, that all theſe mighty 
works are but a ftetch, in which more is concealed than 


| diſcovered. a 


Thus, I think, we ſhould always view the viſible 
ſyſtem, with an evangelical teleſcope, (if TI al- 
lowed the expreſſion), and with an evangelical micro- 


ſcope z regarding CHRIS FT J£sUs as the great projec- 
tor and architect; who planned, and executed, the 


Hab. iii. 4, Nothing can be more magnificently - concei- 
ved, than the imagery of this whole chapter; and, upon the 
foot of our interpretation, nothing was ever more delicately 
and nobly turned, than the ſentiment of this clauſe. Other 
fenſes of the paſſage, I acknowledge, may be aſſigned with 
equal propriety. But none, I think, can be imagined ſo ma- 
Jeftic and ſublime, As the original will fairly admit of it; as 
it carries no diſagreement with the context; and es 4 
moſt important, as well as undoubted truth; I hope, I may be 
permitted to uſe it, at leaſt by way of accommodation, —Etpe- 

, as it ſuggeſts one of the fineſt mottoes imaginable, where- 
with to inſcribe all the viſible productions of the Creator's 
hand. When, ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, we confider their 
grandeur, beauty, and conſummate perfections; let us, in 
juſtice to their author, apply the exalted reflection of this fa- 
cred ode: © In all theſe rs the a Orme than an adequate 
«« difplay, of his matchleſs power. Though they challenge our 
% praiſe, and ſurpaſs our comprehenſion ; yet are they by no 
« means the utmoſt exertions, but rather ſome lighter eſſays, 
*« of omnipotent ſkill.” Milton, relating the overthrow of 
the fallen angels, introduces a grand circumſtance, not much 
unlike the preceding. Meſſiah, unaided and alone, had routed 
an innumerable hoſt of apoſtate ſpirits. This was great and 
marvellons. But to create a juſter idea of the illuſtrious Con- 


queror, our poet begutifully adds, 

| Tet half his firength he put not forth. 
If we forget to make the fame remark, when we contemplate 
Gop in his works; we muſt neceſſarily form very ſcanty con · 
ceptions of that SUurREME BEING, before whom all na- 
tions are as a © drop of a bucket, and are counted as the ſmall 


duſt of the balance.” 
| amazing 
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ama: ing ſcheme. Whatever fs magnificent or valuable, 
tremendous or amiable, ſhould ever be aſcribed to the 
Redeemer. / This is the Chriſtian's natural philoſophy. 
With regard to this method of confidering the things 
that are ſeen, we have an inſpired apoſtle for our pre- 
and precedent. Speaking of CHRIST, he 
ſays, Thou, Lo xp, in the beginning, haſt laid the 
„foundation of the earth ; and the heavens are the 
„ Work of thy hands.” —Did we carefully attend o 
this leading principle, in all our examinations of na- 
ture; it ly doubtleſs, be a moſt powerful means of 
enkindling our love, and * ſtrengthening our faith. 
When I look round upon millions of noble ſubſtances, 


The apoſtles, I obſerve, delight to uſe this method of diſ- 
playing the honours of the Redeemer, and eſtabliſhing the faith 
of his people.—The beloved diſciple, teaching that moſt pre- 
cious doctrine, of a Lamb flain to take away the fins ot the 
« world;” in order to evince the ſufficiency of CuRISr's faori- 
ſice for this blefſed purpoſe, affirms, that all things uere made 
by him and without him was not any thing, no, not ſo much 
as one ſingle being, made, John i. 3.—St Paul, preaching the 
ſame glad tidings to the Colaſiant, and expreſsly maintaining, 
that we have redemption through his blood, ſeems to foreſce 
an objection of this kind. To expiate tranſgreſſions againſt 
« an infinite Majeſty, is a moſt prodigious act. It muſt coſt 
« vaſtly more than any common furety can pay, to redeem a 
« ſinful world. What reaſon have we to believe, that JIusus 
“js equal to this mighty undertaking ?” All poflible reaſon, 
replies the apoſtle, from the dignity of his perſon, for he is 
the image of the inviſible Go p; and from the greatneſs of his 
works, for by him all things were made. Conſider the opera- 
tions of his hands, and you cannot doubt the atonin cacy 
of his death, Col. i. 15. 16.— The author of the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, falls exactly into the ſame train of arguing. Decla- 
ring, that Cyr1sT Jxsus has purged our fins by the ſacrifice 
of himſelf, he proves his ample ability for this tremendous 
office, from his eſſential excellence, becauſe he is the bright- 
neſs of his Father's glory; and from his admirable works, be- 
cauſe he made the worlds, and upholdeth all things by the * 


- 
* 
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and carry with me this tranſporting reflection, The 


4 Maker of them all expired on a croſs for me; how 


can I remain any longer indifferent ? Muſt not. the 
coldeſt heart begin to glow with gratitude ?—When 1 
ſurvey an immenſity of the fineſt productions imagi- 
nable, and remember, that the Author of them all 
is ©. my righteouſneſs and my redemption;”” how can l 
chuſe but repoſe the moſt chearſul conhdence in ſuch 2 
Mediator ? 


Ixæx me add one more remark, upon the admirable 


adjuſtment of every particular relating to theſe fine co- 
lonies planted in the parterre. With ſuch accuracy and 
correctneſs is their ſtructure finiſhed, that any the leaſt 
conceivable alteration would very much impair their 
perfection. Should you ſee, for inſtance; the nice diſ- 
polition of the tulip's attire fly abroad, diſorderly and 
uregular, like the flaunting woodbine ; ſhould the je 


ſamine rear her diminutive head, on thoſe grand co- 
lumns which ſupport the Hollibact; ſhould the erect 


and manly aſpect of the piony hang down with a pen- 
ſive air, like the flexile bells of the hyacinth ; ſhould 


that noble plainneſs which diſtinguiſhes the /;/y, be ex- 


changed for the glittering fringes which edge the pink, 
or the gaudy ſtains which bedrop the irie; ſhould thoſe 
tapering pillars which ariſe in the middle of its vaſe, 
and, tipt with golden pendants, give ſuch a luſtre to 
the ſurrounding pannels of alabaſter, —ſhould thoſe 
link and diſappear, like the chives which cover the 
heart of the anemone :—4n many of theſe caſes, would 
not the tranſpoſition be fantaſtical and awkward? in all, 
to the apparent prejudice of every individual ? 


of his power, Heb, i. 2. 3.— Which truth, as it is ſo impor- 
rant in itſelf, of ſuch ſignal comfort to Chriſtians, and ſo par- 
ticularly inſiſted on by the inſpired writers, I hope, I ſhall need 
no apology for an attempt to illuſtrate and enforce it, in a 
kind of evangelical De/cant upon creation, annexcd to theſe re- 
fletions. _ + | 

An, 
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Again, with to the time of their appeari 
this circumſtance 1s ſettled, 


pearing, 
a remarkable — 
and precaution. What would become of the ſailor, 
if, in very ſtormy weather, he ſhould raiſe a lofty maſt, 
and croud it with all his canvaſs? Such would be the 
ill effect, if the moſt ſtately ſpecies of flowers ſhould 
preſume to come abroad, in the bluſtering months. 
Ah! how would they rue the imprudent boldneſs! 
Therefore thoſe only that ſhoot the ſhorteſt ſtems, and 
diſplay the ſmalleſt ſpread of leaves, or (if you pleaſe) 
carry the leaſt fail, are launched amidſt the blowing 
ſeaſons How injudiciouſly would the perfumer act, if 
he ſhould unſeal his fineſt effences, and expoſe them to 
the northern winds, or wintry rains! Our blooming 
artiſts of the aromatic profeſſion, at leaſt the moſt de- 
licate among them, ſeem perfectly aware of the conſe- 
quences of ſuch a - Accordingly they poſt- 
pone the opening of their odoriferous treaſures, till a 
ſerener air, and more * unclouded ſkies grant, a pro- 
tection to their amiable traffic; till they are under no 

* Caſemir, in a very poctical manner, . addreſſes himſelf to 


| the dormant roſe, and moſt prettily invites her to venture a- 


„ 


| broad, by the mention of theſe two circumſtances : 


Siderum ſacros imitata vultus, | 

uid lates dudum, Roſa ? Delicatum + 

Efer e terris caput, 0 tepentis ; 
Filia cœli. 


Jam tibi nubes fugiunt aquoſz, __. - 

Nas fugant albis Zephyri quadrigis;, 1. _ 

Jam tibi mulcet Boream jacantis 
| Aura Favoni. 


Child of the ſuramer, charming Reſe, 
No longer in confinement lie; 

Ariſe to light; thy form diſcloſe ; 

Rival the ſpangles of the ſky. ; 


The rains are gone; the ſtorms arc o'er; _ 
Winter retires to make thee way: | 
Come 


me 
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more apprehenſions of having their ſpicy cells rifled 
by rude blaſts, or drowned in inceſſant ſhowers, 
What a ſtriking argument is here for re/egnation ; un- 
feigned reſignation, to all the diſpoſals of Providence Too 
often are our diflatisfied thoughts apt to find fault withdi-- 
vine diſpenfations. We racith arraign our Maker's con- 
duct, or queſtion his kindneſs with regard to ourſelves. 
We fancy our lot not ſo commodioully ſituated, or our 
condition not ſo happily. circumſtanced, as if we had 
been placed in ſome other ſtation of life. But let us 
behold this exquiſitely nice regulation of the mays 
plants, and be aſhamed of our repining folly. 
any fibre in their compolition be altered, or one line 
in their features be tranſpoſed, without clouding ſome 
of their beauties? Could any fold in their veſtments 
be varied, or any link in their orderly ſucceſſion be 
broken, without injuring ſome delicate property? 
And does not that all-ſeeing eye, which preſerves ſo 
exact a harmony among theſe pretty toys, maintain as 
watchful a care over his rational creatures * Does he 
chuſe the propereſt ſeaſon for the cowilip to ariſe, and 
drink the dews? And can he neglect the concerns, or 
misjudge the conveniencies, of his ſons and daugh- 
ters? He, who has ſo completely diſpoſed whatever 
pertains to the vegetable ceconomy, that the leaſt dimi- 
nution or addition would certainly hurt the finiſhed 
ſcheme, does, without all peradventure, preſide, with 
equal attention, over the intereſts of his own people. 
Be ſtill, then, thou uneaſy mortal *; know, that 
Gop is unerringly wiſe ; and be affured, that, amidſt 


| : the 
Come then, thou ſweetly-bluſhing flow'r ; - | 
Come, lovely ſtranger, come away, 
p The un is dreſs d in beaming /miles, _ 
To give thy beauties to the day: 
Young zephyrs wait, with gentleſt goles, 
To fan thy boſom, as they play. 


* Permittas ipſis expendere numinibus, quid 
Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile noftris. - 


Nam 
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the greateſt multiplicity of beings, he does nat over- 
look thee. Thy Saviour has given me authority to aſ- 
ſert, that thou art of far ſuperior value, in the eſti- 
mate of Omnipotence, than all the herbage of the field. 
If his facred will ordains fic&ng/s for thy portion, 
never dare to imagine, that uninterrupted health would 
be more advantageous. If he pleaſes to with-hold, or 
take away, children; never preſume to conclude, that 
thy happineſs is blaſted, becauſe thy hopes of an in- 
creaſing family are diſappointed. He, that marſhals all 
the ſtarry hoſt, and ſo accurately arranges every the 
meaneſt ſpecies of herbs; H E orders all the peculiari- 
ties, all the changes of thy ſtate, with a vigilance that 
nothing can elude, with a goodneſs that endureth for 
ever.—Bow thy head, therefore, in humble acquieſ- 
cence. | Reſt ſatisſied, That whatever is by the appoint- 
ment of heaven *, if right, is beſt. 
Gets AMONG 


Nam pro jucundis aptiſſima dabunt dii : 
Carior eft illis homo, quam ſibi.— Jov. 
Since all the downward tracts of time 


God's watchful eye ſurveys ; 
O! who ſo wiſe to chuſe our lot, 


And regulate our ways ? 
Since none can doubt his equal love, 
Unmeafurably kind; 
Io his unerring, gracious will, 
Be ev'ry with reſign'd. 


Good when he gives, ſupremely good; 
Nor lefs, when he denies ; "= 
Ev'n croſſes, from his ſov'reign hand, 

Are bleflings in diſguiſe. © _ 

 * Whatever is, is right —If Mr Pope underſtands the ma- 

xim according to the limitation ſuggeſted above, he ſpeaks a moſt 

undeniable and glorious truth. But if that great poet includes 

whatever comes to paſs, through the wild and extravagant paſ- 
ſions of men; furely no thinking perſon, at leaſt no Chriſtian, 
can accede to his opinion. What Gor orders, is wiſe, be- 
yond all poſſibility =; correction; and g4od, above all that we 


can 


\ 


* 
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AmoxGs all the productions of the third creating- day, 
this of flowers ſeems to be peculiarly deſigned for man. 
Man has the monopoly of this favour ; it is conferred on 
him by a ſort of excluſive charter. See the imperial 
crown, ſplendid and beautifully grand! See the tuberoſe, 
delicate and languiſhingly fair! See all the pomp and 
glory of the parterre, where paint and perfume. do 
wonders. Yet the inferior animals are neither ſmit with 
their beauties, nor regaled with their odours. The 
horſe never ſtands ſtill to gaze upon their charms; nor 
does the ox turn aſide to browſe upon their ſweets. 
Senſes they have to diſcern theſe curious objects in the 
groſs, but no taſte fo diſtinguiſß or reliſh their fing ac- 
compliſhments. — Juſt ſo, carnal and unenlightened 
men may underſtand the literal meaning of ſcripture, 
may comprehend the evidences of its divine inſpi- 
ration; yet have no reliſß of the heavenly truths it 
teaches, no ardent /onging for the ſpiritual bleſſings it 
offers; ſee © no form or comelineſs” in the Saviour 
it deſcribes, ſo as to render him the ſupreme deſire 
of their ſouls. | 

The chief end of theſe beautiful appearances, philc« 


can aſk or think. His decrees are the refult of infinite dif? 
cernment; and his difpenſations the iſſues of unbounded bene - 
volence.—But man, fallen man, is hurried away, by his luſts, 
into a thouſand irregularities ; which are deplorably evil in 
themſelves, and attended with con/equences manifeſtly pernici- 
ous to ſociety, —Let the ſentiment, therefore, begreſtrained to 
the diſpoſals of heaven, and I moſt readily fubſcribe it. ek! 
if it be extended to the conduct of men, and the effects o 

their folly ; I think myſelf obliged to enter my proteſt againſt 
it. For whatever kindles the divine indignation,—1s cau 

of final ruin to the author,—is ſtrictiy forbidden by Go D's 


holy word, —is contrary to the whole defign of his revealed 


will, and the very reverſe of his effential attributes: this can- 
not poſſibly be right; hir is moſt undoubtedly wrong. Om- 
nipotence, indeed, can over - rule it, and educe good from it: 
but the very notion of #ver-ruling, ſuppoſes it to be abſolutely 
wrong in itſelf. ETON I 8 
Vol. I. No 3. M ſophers 
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ſophers ſay, is to enfold and cheriſh the embryo. ſeed, 
or to * che tender body during its infant ſtate.— 
mo W MATE B the (art 9 of Tao ety ne . 

never departs from the deſign. © iniſteri 
ligt to mankind *. This x inſparably connected 
with her other views. Were it ny to ſecure. a re- 
productive principle, what need of ſuch elegant compli- 
cations © why ſo much art employed, and fo many de- 
corations added? Why ſhould veſtments be prepar 
richer than brocades, more delicate than lawns, and 
of a finer glow than. the moſt admired velvets ?—lt 
the great mother had no other aim than barely to ac- 
comimadate her little offspring, warm flannel, or home- 
ly fuſtian, would have ſerved her turn; ſerved it full 
as well as the moſt ſumptuous tiſſues, or all the furni- 
ture of the mercer's ſhop. 

Evident then it is, that flowers were endued with 


ſuch enchanting graces. fur the pleaſure of man. In pur- 


ſuance of this onginal intention, they have always 


paid their court ta che human race; they ſtill ſeem 


particularly fſolicitous of recommending themſelves to 


our regard. The fineſt of each ſpecies croud about 
our habitations, and are rarely to be ſeen at a diſtance 
from our abodes. They thrive under our cultivating 
hand, and. obſerving eye; but degenerate, and. pine 
andy, if unregarged by their lard.—To win his atten- 
tion, and deck his retreats, they hide their deformi- 
ties under ground; and diſplay nothing but the moſt 
xd a rg engaging colours, to his fight. — 
Fo merit a farther degree of his efteem, the generali- 


„ We find that the moſt, important parts in the vegetable 
« world, are thoſe which. are the moſt beautiful. Theſe are 
the ſceds by which the ſeveral races ot plants are propagated 
« and continued, and which are always lodged in flowers or 
« Nature ſcems to hide her principal deſign, and to 
be induſtrious in making the earth gay and delightful, while 
« the is carrying on her great w and intent upon her owa 
« preſervation,” Spett. vol. v. No 387. "IRE" 

ty 


ous image, not only when t 
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ty of them diſpenſe a deligaeful perfume. What is 
{til more obliging, they * reſerve their richeſt exhala- 
tions, to embalm his morning and evening walks f. 
Becauſe he uſually chuſes thoſe cool hours to recreate 
himſelf amon ha blooming ranks ; therefore, at 
thoſe hours, t they are molt laviſh of their fragrance, 


and breathe out 12 choiceſt ſpirits. 


O Max, greatly beloved by thy Creator! the dar- 
lin of Providence! thou art diſtinguiſhed by his geod- 
neſs ; diſtinguiſh thyſelf alſo by thy gratitude. Be i it 
thy one undivided aim to glorify him, who has been 
at ſo much expence to thee !— While all theſe 
inferior creatures, in /lent eloquence, declare the * 

ry of God, do thou lend them thy tongue. Be 
the high prieſt of the mute creation. Let their praiſes 
become vocal in thy ſongs. .—Adore the ſupreme Be- 
nefactor, for the bleſſings he ſhowers down upon every 
order of beings. Adore him for numberleſs mercies, 
which are appropriated to thyſelf. But, above all, adore 
him for that noble gift of a rational and rmmortal foul.— 
This conſtitutes us maſters of the globe, and gives us the 
real enjoyment of its riches. Thi : Moves ten thou- 
ſand beautics, which otherwiſe had been loſt ; and ren- 
ders them both a ſource of delights, and a nurſery of 
devotion.— By virtue of this exalted — rinciple, we 
are qualified to adaure our Maker's wo capa- 
ble of bearing his illuſtrious image; bearing his 8 ele 

2 ornanients of the 


— — The flow'rs, 
That open now their choiceft boſom'd ſmells, 
| Referv'd from night, and kept for thee in fore, Mit. v. 


+ The twining ine and the bluſbiog roſe, 
With laviſh grace their morning-iſcents diſcloſe ; 
Tne ſnalling tub'roſe and jonquil declare 
The ſrunger impulſe of an ev ning · air. PrIOR's Sol. 


M 2 ground 
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ground have reſigned their honours, but when the 
great origin of day is extinguiſhed in the ſkies, and 
all the flaming orbs on high are put out in obſcure 
darkneſs.—Then to ſurvive, to ſurvive the ruins of 
one world, and to enjoy Go D, to reſemble GOD, 
to be“ filled with all the fulneſs of Goo,” in ano- 
ther ;—what a happineſs, what an ineſtimable happi- 
- nels, is this! Yet ths is thy privilege, (barter it not 
for trifles of an hour!), this thy glorious prerogative, 


O man! 


Ol THE goodneſs, the exuberant goodneſs, of our 
' Gop! I cannot forbear celebrating it once more, be- 
fore I paſs to another conſideration. How much ſhould 
we think ourſelves obliged to a generous friend, who 
| ſhould: build a ſtately edifice *, purely for our abode ! 
But how greatly would the obligation be increaſed, it 


TIT” 5 the - 


I cannot perſuade myſelf, that the compariſon is ſtretched 
beyond proper bounds, when carried to this pitch, It is my 
ſtedfaſt opinion, that the world, at leaſt this lower world, 
with its various appurtenances, was intended purely for man; 
that it is appropriated to him; and that he (in ſubordination to 
Go D's glory) is the end of its creation, —Other animals, tis 
true, partake of the Creator's benefits : but then they partake 
under the notion of man's domeſtics, or on the foot of re- 
tainers to him; as creatures which bear ſome relation to his 
ſervice, and ſome way or other contribute to his good. So 
that ſtill he is the centre of the whole; or, as our incompa- 
rable Milton, equally maſter of poetry and divinity, expreſſes 
himſelf, All things live for man. Par. Loft, b. XI. I. 161. 

Mr Pope, in his Ethic Epiſtles, is pleaſed to explode this 
tenet, as the height of pride, and a groſs abſurdity, —For my 
part, I ſee no reaſon for ſuch a charge. With all ſubmiſſion 
to ſo ſuperior a genius, it ſeems very remote from pride, to be 
duly ſenſible of favours vouchſafed ; to contemplate them in 
all the extent of their munificence, and acknowledge them ac- 
cordingly. I ſhould rather imagine, that to contract their 
ze, when they are immenſely e; to ſtint their num- 
ber, when they are altogether innumerable; that ſuch a pro- 


cedure 
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the hand that built ſhould alſo furniſb it! and not only 
furniſh it with all that is commodious and comfortable, 
but ornament it alſo with whatever is {plendid and de- 
lightful! This has our moſt indulgent Creator done, 
in a manner infinitely ſurpaſſing all we could wiſh or 

| The 


cedure ſavours more of inſen/ibility, than our hypotheſis of 
preſumption ; and has more in it of ingratitude, than that of 
arrogance. 

And how can it be deemed an abſurdity, to maintain that 
Gop gave us a world for our poſſeſſion, when it is our duty to 
believe, that he gave us his only San for our propitiation ? Sure, 
it can be neither difficult, nor extravagant, to ſuppoſe, that 
he deſigned the habitable globe, with its whole furniture, for 
our preſent uſe; ſince he with-held not his holy child Ix- 
sus, but freely delivered him up for our final ſalvation. 

Upon the whole, I cannot but conclude, that the attempt 
of our famous poet is neither kind with regard to his fellow - 
creatures, — nor grateful with regard to his Creator, — nei- 
ther is his ſcheme, in fact, true. The attempt not kind, 
with to man ; becauſe it robs him of one of the moſt 
delightful and raviſhing contemplations — To con- 
ſider the great Author of exiſtence as having me in his eye, 
when he formed univerſal nature; as contriving all things with 
an immediate view to the exigencies of my particular ſtate ; and 
making them all in ſuch a manner, as might be moſt conducive 
to my particular advantage; this muſt occaſion the ſtrongeſt 
ſatisfactions, whenever I caſt a glance on the objects that ſur- 
round me.—Not grateful with regard to Gop ; becauſe it has 
the moſt direct tendency to diminiſh our ſenſe of his kindneſs, 
and by that means to throw a damp upon our gratitude. It 
teaches us to look upon ourſelves as almoſt loſt among a croud 
of other beings, or regarded only with an occaſional and inci- 
dental beneficence ; which muſt certainly weaken the diſpoſition, 
and indeed flacken the ties, to the moſt adoring thankfulneſs. 
To which, I aprehend, we may juſtly add, Neither is the 
ſcheme, in fact, true. For, not to mention what might be 
urged from the ſure word of revelation, this one argument 
appears ſufficiently concluſive. The world began with man; 
the world muſt ceaſe with man; conſequently, che grand uſe, the 
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The earth is aſſigned us for a dwelling. —The firs 
are ſtretched over us like a magnificent canopy, dyed 
in the pureſt azure ; and beautified, now with pictures 
of floating ſilver, now with colourings of reflected 
crimſon.— The graſſ is ſpread under us, as a ſpacious 
carpet; wove with filken threads of green, and da- 
+ maſked with flowers of every hue.—The un, like a 

golden lamp, is hung out in the ethereal vault ; and 
pours his effulgence, all the day, to lighten our paths. 
+ When night approaches, the moon takes up the friend- 
ly office; and the ars are kindled in N my- 
riads, to chear the darkneſs with their milder luſtre, 
not diſturb our repoſe by too intenſe a glare.— The 
clouds, beſides the rich paintings they hang around the 
heavens, act the part of a ſhifting ſcreen; and defend 
us, by their ſeaſonable interpoſition, from the ſcorch- 
ing beams of ſummer. May we not alſo regard them, 
as the great watering-pots of the globe; which, watt- 
ed on the wings of the wind, diſpenſe their moi- 


principal end of the world, is, to ſubſerve the intereſt of man. 
t is on all fides agreed, that the edifice was erected, when man 
was to be furniſhed with an habitation; and that it will be de- 
molſhed, when man has no- farther need of its accommoda- 
tions. When he enters into the houſe not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens, „the earth, and all the works that 
** are therein, ſhall be burnt up.“ From which it ſeems a 
very obvious and fair deduction, That man is the final cauſe of 
this inferior creation, 
So that I think my readers and myſelt privileged (not to fay, 
on the principles of gratitude, chiged) to uſe thoſe lovely lines 
ow outhen with a propriety and truth equal to their elegance 
For — kind nature wakes her genial pcwu r, 
Suckles each herb, and ſpreads out ev'ry flow'r ! 
Annual, for me, the grape, the roſe renew 
The juice neflareous, and the balmy dew ; 
For me, the wine a thouſand treafures brings; 
For me, health gufbes from a theſand ſprings. 
| | Eth. Ep. I. ver. 129. 
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ſture * evenly through the univerſal garden; and 
fructify, with their ſhowers, whatever our hand plants. 

— The felds are bur exhauſtleſs The vcean 
is our vaſt reſervoir. The animals ſpend their ſtrength, 
to diſpatch our buſineſs; reſign their cloathing, to re- 
pleniſh our wardrobe ; and ſurrender their very lives, 

to provide for our tables. In ſhort, every elzment is a 
ſore-houſe of conveniegcies ; every ſeaſon brings us 
the choiceſt productions; all nature is our caterer;— 
And, which 1s a moſt endearing recommendation of 
theſe favours, they are all as lovely as they are uſeful. 

You obſerve nothing mean or inelegant. All is clad 
in beaity's faireſt robe , and regulated by proportion's 
niceſt rule. The whole ſcene exhibits a fund of plea- 


* This circumſtance, amidſt abundance of other delicate 
and edifying remarks upon the wonders of nature, is finely 
be 290 in the Philoſophical Tranſactions recorded in the book 

of | Fob, chap. xxxvili, ver. 15 — \ Faw? 170 IV/hs 
hath divided a water-courſe for the over fiowing of waters *— 
The Hebrew. is ſo pregnant and rich w ſenſe, that no tral 
lation can do it juſtice. The following peraphra/e, perhaps, 
may repreſent the principal ideas comprehended in the expreſ- 
five original. —Who has branched cut, and, with admirable 
Judgment, diſpo/ed x variety of apud, for. that immenſe 
collection of waters which float in the ſky? Who @fributes 
thoſe pendulous floods through all the borders of the carth ? 
difiributes them, not in dreadful cataracts, vr promiſcuous 5 7* 
of rain, but in kindly drops, and refreſhing ſhowers; wi 


much regularity and economy,/as if they 
from a . F22Ps won ſhall we 1 that comer i po 


contrivance, which now emits, now reſtrains them; ſome- 
tithes derives their huthid train to one- place, ſombtiitics td an- 
other; diſpenſes them to this ſoil in larger, ta th in finaller 
communications ; and, in a word, fo manages the mighty 
fluid, that every ſpot is /upphed, in exact proportion to its 
wants; none deffroyed by an mndiftingeiſhing detage ? 

+ Perhaps it was from ſuch an obſervation, that the Greeks, 
thoſe eritical and refined judges of things, expreſſed the mun- 
dane ſyſtem by a word, which ſignifies beauty,... 

| M 4 
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ſures to the imagination, at the ſame time that it more 
than ſupplies all our wants *. 
Therefore thou art inexcuſable, O man, wh oſoever 


thou art, that rebe/leſt againſt thy Maker. He fur- 
rounds thee with unnumbered benefits, and follows 
thee with an effuſion of the richeſt, nobleſt gifts. He 
courts thy affections, he ſolicits th gratitude, by libe- 
ralities which are never 17 a bounty which 
knows no, limits. Moſt bleſſed Lox D, let this thy 
goodneſs, thy unwearied els, lead us to repen- 
tance. Win us to thyſelf, thou Fountain of felicity, 
by theſe ſweet inducements. Draw us to our duty, 
thou Gop of our ſalvation, by theſe © cords of love.” 


* WraT a _ picture is here of the beneficial ef- 
fects of induſtry By induſtry and cultivation, this neat 
ſpot is an image of Eden. Here 1s all that can enter- 


tain the eye, or + e the ſmell. Whereas, with- 


out nt this fweet garden had been a deſolate 
wilderneſs. Vile thiſtles had made it loathſome, and 
ing bners inacceſſible. Without cultivation, it 
might have been a neſt for ſerpents, and the horrid 
haunt of venomous creatures. But the ſpade and 
pruning- Knife, in the hand of Induſtry, have improved 
it into a ſort of terreſtrial paradiſe. 
How naturally does this lead our contemplation to 
the advantages which flow from a virtuous education, 
and the miſeries which enſue from the I neglect of it 
8 mind, without early inſtruction, will, in all 


— 4 Thoſe ſeveral living creatures, which are made for our 
© ſervice or ſuſtenance, at the ſame time either fill the woods 
— muſic, furniſh us with game, or raiſe pleaſing 


« ® ideas in us by the delightfulneis of their appcarance. Foun- 


tains, lakes, and rivers, are as refreſhing to the imagination, 
« as to I ſoil through which they paſs,” * 
| Spe. vol. v. No 387. 
I Omnis copia narium. Hor. / 
+ Neglettis urenda filix innit agris, Hon. 
ran 
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. gd. become like the“ vineyard of the ſlug- 
9 If left to the propenſities of its own depraved 
what can we expect, but the moſt luxuriant 
n of unruly appetites, which, in time, will 
break forth into all manner of ſcandalous irregulari- 
ties? What ?—but that anger, like a prickly 3 
arm the temper with an untractable 5 
vi/hneſs, like a ſtinging nettle, render the — — 
irkſome and forbidding; avarice, like ſome choking 
weed, teach the fingers to gripe, and the hands to op- 
preſs ; revenge, like ſome poiſonous plant, rep te 
with baneful juices, rankle in the breaſt, and me- 
ditate miſchief to its neighbour : while unbridled /u/s, 
like ſwarms of noiſome inſects, taint eachriſin g bought; 
and render © every imagination of the — on 
* continually.” Such are the uſual products of Ain 
nature! ſuch the furniture of the uncultivated ſoul! . 
"Whereas, let the mind be put under the“ nurture 
and admonition of theLoxp ;” let holy diſcipline 
clear the ſoil; let ſacred inſtructions ſow it with the 
beſt ſeed ; let ſkill and vigi ce dreſs the riſing 
ſhoots, direct the young ideas. how to ſpread, the 
wayward paſſions how to —— then, what a dif- 
ferent ſtate of the inner man will quickly take place 
Charity will breathe her ſweets, and Hope expand her 
bloſſoms; the perſonal virtues diſplay their graces, and 
the /ocra/ ones their fruits &; the 8 become 
generous, the carriage endearing, the life honourable 
and uſeful f. & 


This transformation of the heart, and renewal of the /i/e, 
are repreſented, in ſcripture, by ſimilitudes very nearly allied 
to the images uſed above, —Gop, by his ſanctifying Spirit, u 
make the foul as a watered garden. Under the operation of this 
divine principle, the deſert ſhall rejoice, and bloſſom as the roſe. 
Where-ever it exerts the refining and ennobling energy, in- 
flead of the thorn, ſhall come up the fir-tree ; and, inflead of the 
brier, the myrtle-tree. Jer. xxxi. 12. If, xxxv. 1, & lv. 13. 

oF — — A teneris aſſueſcere tanti #ſt ! VikG. 


— 


- 


186 REFLECTIONS on a 


7 * 


O!] that governors of families, and maſters of 


fſehoo!s, would watch, with a conſcientious ſolicitude, 
over the morats of their tender charge! What pity it 


is, that the advancing generation ſhould loſe theſe in- 


valuable endowments, through any ſupineneſs in 


their inſtructors '—See! with what aſſiduity the car i- 
ous florift attends his httle nurſery! He viſits them 


early and late; Farniſhes them with the propereſt 


mould; ſupplies them with ſeaſonable moiſture ; guards 
them from the ravages of inſects; ſcreens them from 
the injuries of the weather; marks their ſpringing 
buds ; obſerves them attentiyely, through their whole 
progret; and never mtermits his anxiety, till he be- 

them blown into full ion.— And ſhall a 
range of painted leuver, which flouriſh to-day, and 
to-morrow fall to the ground; — hall theſe be tended 
with more zealons application, than the exalted facul- 
ties of an immortal ſoul! 

Yet truſt not in cultivation alone. It is the bleſſing 
of the almighty Huſbandman which imparts /ueeeys 
to fach labours of love. If Goy “ feal up the bot- 
tles of heaven,” and command the clouds to with- 
hold their fatneſs, the beſt manured plot becomes a 
barren defert. And if HE reſtrain the dew of his 
heavenly benediction, all human endeavours miſcarry ; 
the rational plantation languiſhes ; our moſt pregnant 
hopes, from youths of the moſt promiſing genius, 
prove abortive, Their root wil! be ai rottenieſt, and 
their bloſſom will go up as duſt . Therefore let parents 


— — -- —-y yep bn Saget," vo Vie» er wire ox wor iber, aka v 
we, e t ,  ARISTOT. The principles we imbibe, 
and the habits we contract, in our early years, are not mat- 
of ſmall moment, but of the utmoſt conſeguence imagina- 
They not only give a tranſient or ſaperficial tincture to 
Ain appearance in life, but moſt commonly Ramp the 
of our whole future conduct, and even of our eternal 
. 


| 
] 
c 


* 


FLOWER-GARDEN. 187 


phat; let tutors water; but let both look up to the 
ather of /pirits, for the deſired increaſe. 


Ox every fide, I eſpy ſeveral budding flowers. As 
7 they are like bales of cloth from the packer's ware- 
ouſe, Each is wrapt within a ſtrong incloſure, and 
its contents are tied together by the firmeſt bandages 3 
ſo that all their beauties lie concealed, and all their 
ſweets are locked up. Juſt ſuch is the niggardly 
wretch, whoſe aims are all turned inward, and means 
ly terminated upon himſelf ; who makes his own pri- 
vate intereſts, or perſonal pleaſures, the ſole centre 
of his deſigns, and the ſcanty circumference of his 
Ere long the ſearching beams will open theſe ſillten 
folds, and draw them mto a graceful expanſion. Then, 
what a lovely bluſh will glow in their checks, and 
what a balmy odour exhale from their boſoms 80, 
when divine grace ſhines upon the mind, even the 
thurl becomes bountiful; the heart of ſtone is taken a- 
way ; and a heart of fleſh, a heart ſufeeptible of the 
ſofteſt, moſt compaſſionate emotions, is introduced in 
its ſtead, O! how fweetly do the ſocial aſſections di- 
late themſelves, under ſo benign an influence! Juſt 
like theſe difclofing gems, under the powerful eye of 
day. The tender regards are no longer confited to a 
ſingle object; but extend themſelves into a generous 
concern for mankind; and thed liberal refreihrnents 
on all within their reach *, | 


* The prophet, deſcribing the charitable temper, very bedu- 
tifully ſays, F thou draw out thy ſoul to the bungry !—This, I 
think, rex Gin properly be illuſtrated by the circumſtances 
obſerved above. e opening of thoſe buds into a large and 
extenſive ſpread, is a pretty portrait of the amplitude of a ge. 
nerous heart; which c ſhut up its compaſſion, or remain 
unconcerned at any human calamity, The freeneſs and copi- 
ouſneſs, with which the expanded flowers are continually pour» 
ing out their choiceſt eflences, may repreſent the various = 
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Ariſe then, thou Sun of Righteouſneſs; ariſe, with 
healing under thy wings; and transfuſe thy ye, 
but penetrating ray, through all our intelledudl pow 
ers. Enlarge every narrow diſpoſition, and fill us with 
2 diffuſtve benevolence. Make room in our breaſts for 
the whole human race; and teach us to love all our 
fellow creatures, for their amiable Creator's ſake. 
May we be pleaſed with their excellencies, and rejoice 
in their x but feel their miſerics as our own, 
and, Na 2 brother's ſympathy, haſten to relieve 


Disroskp at proper diſtances, I obſerve a * of 
ſtron g and /tately /talts. They ſtand like towers, a- 
long the walls of a fortified city ; or rife, like lofty 
ſpires, amidſt the group of houſes. They part, at the 
top, into ſeveral penſile ſpiky pods: from each of 
which we ſhall ſoon ſee a fine figure diſplaying itſelf ; 
rounded into a form, which conſtitutes a perfect circle; 
ſpread wide open, into the moſt frank and communi- 
cative air; and tinged with the r which is ſo 
peculiarly captivating to the miſer's ey 

But the property I chiefly —_ is + it paſſionate 
fondneſs for the ſun. When the evening hades take 
5 the poor flower droops, and folds up its leaves. 

t mourns all the long night, and pines amidſt the 
gloom, like ſome forlorn lover, ae a from the ob- 
5 of his affections. No ſooner does aer 
open © the eyelids of the morning, but it meets * 
and welcomes the returning light ; courts and carefles 
it, all the day; nor ever loſes fight of the refulgent 


of an unweared liberality ; together with thoſe endearing 
words, and that cordial affection, which embalm, as it were, 
A gift, double its value; and conſtitute what the facred pen- 
man ſtyles, drawing out the foul. 023 PEN deprompſeris ani 
mam tuam. If. viii. 10. 
lla fuum, quamvis radice tenetur, 
Vertitur ad 3 Kg Ovi. 

A charmer, 
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charmer, ſo long as he continues above the horizon. 
In the morning, you may perceive it preſenting a 
golden boſom to the eaſt ; at noon, it points upward 
to the middle ſky ; in the evening follows the lame 
attractive influence to the welt. 

Surely, Nature is a book, and every page rich with 
ſacred hints. To an attentive mind, the garden turns 
preacher, and its blooming tenants are ſo many lively 
ſermons. What an engaging pattern, and what an 
excellent leſſon, have we here !—$Sz, let the redeemed 
of the Loxp laat wnto Jxsus *, and be conformed to 
their Beloved. Let us all be beliotrope s (if I may uſe 
the expreſſion) to the Sun of Rightiouſneſ Let our 
paſſions riſe and fall ; take this courſe or that ; as his 
word determines, as his holy example guides. Let us 
be ſo accommodated, both to his —ů— and 
providential will, as the wax is turned to the imprint- 
ed ſeal; or as che aſpect of this enamoured flower, to 
the ſplendid ſtar, which creates our day. 

In every enjoyment, O thou watchful Chriſtian, look 
unto I Ess; receive it as proceeding from his love, 
and purchaſed by his agonies f.—In every tribulation 
look unto Jxsus; mark his gracious hand, managing 
the ſcourge, or mingling the bitter cup; ; pz attenipering 
it to a proper degree of ſeverity ; adjuſting the time 
of its continuance ; and ready to make theſe ſeeming 
diſaſters productive of real — every infirmity 
— ailing, look unto IESUs, thy merciful High 

„ pleading his atoning blood, and making inter- 
—. for — 2. every prayer look unto 
Jesvs, thy prevailing Advocate, recommending thy 
devotions, and “ bearing the iniquity of thy holy 
things f. —In every temptation look unto JE sus, 
* Heb. xii. 2. 
+ He ſunk beneath our heavy woes, 
To raiſe us to his throne : 
There's not a gift his hand —— 
But coſt his 122 «vo pon g Warrs. 
Avi. 38. 
the 
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the Author of thy ſtrength, and Captain of thy ſalva- 
tion; who alone is able to lift up the hands which 
hang down, to invigorate the enfeebled knees, and 
make thee more than conqueror over all thy enemies. 
—But eſpecially, when the hour of thy departure ap- 
proaches ; when © thy fleth and thy heart 70 ;” when 
all the ſprings of life are irreparably breaking; ther 
look unto Jesus with a believing eye &. Like expiring 
Stephen, behold him ſtanding at the right hand of 
Gop, on purpoſe to ſuccour dis people, in this their 
laſt extremity. Yes, my Chriſtian friend, when thy 
journey through life is finiſhed, and thou art arrived 
on the very verge of mortality; when thou art juſt 
hunching out into the inviſible world, and all before 
thee is vaſt eternity; then, O then, be ſure to look 
ſtedfaſtly unto Jt sv $! “ See by faith the Lox D's 
* Car1sT.” View him as the only Way + to the ever- 
Uns manſions; as the only Door j to the abodes of 


YowpEx tree, which faces the ſouth, has ſomething 
too remarkable to paſs without obſervation.—Lake the 
fruitful, though feeble vine, ſhe brings forth a large 
family of branches; but, unable to ſu them 
herſelf, commits them to the tuition of a ſunny wall. 
As yet the tender twigs have ſcarce gemmed their fu- 
ture bloſſoms. However, I may anticipate the well- 
known productions, and picture to myſelf the pa 
flower ; which will, in due time, with a long and co- 
pious ſucceſſion, adorn the boughs. D 

| have read, in a Latin author, of flowers inſcri 
with the names of kings ||: but here is one emblazoned 
with the marks of the bleeding Prince of life. 1 read, 


Lol unto ME, and be ye ſaved, all the-ends of the earth. 
Iſ. xlv. 22. | 


+ John xiv. 6. t John x. 9. 
Dic, quibus in terris inſcripti nomina regumn 
Naſcantur flores f— 16. 
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in the inſpired . of apoſtolic men, who bore 
about in their bodies, e the LoxD JESUS“: 
but here is a blooming religieſo, that carries apparent me- 
morials of the fame tremendous and fatal cataſtrophe. 
Who would have expected to find ſuch a tragedy 
of wo exhibited in a collection of the moſt delicate 
delights? or to ſee Calvary's horrid ſcene pourtrayed on 
the ſofteſt ornaments of the garden ? Is nature then 
actuated by the noble ambition of paying commemorative 
honours to her agonizing Sovereign? Is the kindly of- 
ficious to remind forgetful mortals of that miracle of 
mercy, Which it is their duty to contemplate, and their 
happineſs to believe ?—Or is a /portine imagination my 
interpreter ; and all the ſy reſemblance no more 
than the precarious. gloſs of fancy? Be it ſo: yet even 
fancy has her merit, when ſhe ſets forth, in ſuch pleaſing 
imagery, the crucified Jxsus. Nor ſhall I refuſe a willing 
regard to Imagination herſelf, when ſhe employs her 
creative powers ta revive the ſenſe of ſuch un 
love, and prompt my gratitude to ſo divine a friend. 
That /piral tendril, N from the bottom of the 
ſtalk, is it a repreſentation at the ſcourge, which laſhed 
the Redeemer's unſpotted fleſh ; inflited thoſe 
ſtripes, by which our fouls are healed ? or, is it twiſted 
for the cerd, which bound his hands in painful and i 
nominious confinement; thoſe beneficent hands, whi 
were inceſſantly ſtretched out to unlooſe the heavy 
burdens, and to unpart bleſſings of every choice kind? 
Behold: the nails, which were drenched in his facred 
veins, and rivetted his feet to the accurſed tree; thoſe 
beautiful + feet, which always went about doing good; 
and travelled far and near, . tidings 
of everlaſting ſalvation. See hammer, ponderous 
and maſſy, which drove the rugged irons through the 


*. 2 Cor. iv. 10. 

+ How beautiful are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publiſheth peace, that bringeth good tidings of good, that pu- 
b:i/btch jaluation ! I. Iii, 7. | 


ſkiverin 8 
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ſhivering nerves; and forced a paſſage for thoſe dread- 
ful wedges, between the diſlocated hones.—View the 
thorns, which encircled our Royal Maſter's brow, and 
thot their keen afflictive points into his blefſed head: 
O the ſmart! the racking ſmart! when, inſtead of the 
triumphal laurel, or the odoriferous garland, that pun- 

t and ragged wreath was planted on the meek Meſs 
Fah“ forchead ! When violent and barbarous blows of 
the ſtrong eaſtern cane *, ſtruck the prickly crown, 
and fixed every thorn deep in his throbbing temples + ! 
— There ſtand the diſciples, ranged in the green impale- 
ment, and forming a circle round the inſtruments of 
their great Commander's death. They appear like fo 
many faithful -adherents, who breathe a gallant reſo» 
lation, either of defending their Loxd to the laſt ex- 
tremity, or of dropping honourably by his fide. But 
did they give ſuch proofs of zeal and fidelity in their 


conduct, as their ſteady poſture, and determined aſpect, 


ſeem to promiſe? Alas! what is all human firmneſs, 


* They took the reed, ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, and /mote him 


on the head; © and fo, as it were, nailed down the thorns in- 


to his forchead and temples, and occaſioned thereby exqui- 
« ſite pain, as well as a great effuſion of blood.” Family- 
expoſitor, vol. II. fect. 188.—“ It is moſt probable,” adds the 
fame judicious critic, * this was a walking-ſtaff, which they 
put into his hand as a ſceptre; for a blow with a flight reed 

« would ſcarce have been felt, or have deſerved a mention in 
a derail of ſuch dreadful fufferings.” 

+ The ſmart attending this unparallelled piece of contempt 
and barbarity, muſt be inexpreſſibly ſevere ; not wy on ac- 
count of the many painful punctures made in the fleſh, but 
principally, becauſe the perigfteum, an exquiſitely ſenſible te- 
gument of the bones, lying, in thoſe Jones very near the ex- 
ternal ſkin, muſt receive a multitude of terrible wounds, The 
anguiſh of which could not fail of being inflamed to an exceſs 
of rage, by the continuance of ſo many thorny lancets in that 
extremely tender membrane ; which, in ſuch a caſe, 


— tremblingly alive all ver, 
Muſt ſmart and agonize at ev'ry pore. 
| when 
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When deſtitute of ſuccours from above, but an expiring 


vapour? What is every faint, if unſupported by power» 


ful grace, but an abandoned traitor *—Obſerve the glory, 
delineated in double rays, grand with imperial 3 
and rich with æthereal blue. But ah! how incapable are 
threads, though ſpun by ſummer's ſineſt hand, though 
dyed in ſnows or dipped in heaven, to diſplay the imma» 
ci late excellency of his human, or the ineffable majeſty 
of his divine nature! Compared with theſe ſublime per- 
fections, the moſt vivid aſſemblage of colours fades into an 
unmeaning flatneſs; the moſt charming effects of :ightand 
ſhade are not only mere daubings, but an abſolute blank. 

Among all the beauties which ſhine in ſunny robes, 
and ſip the filver dews, this, I think, has the nobleff 
import, if not the fineſt preſence. Were they all to paſs 
in review, and expect the award of ſuperiority from 
my deciſion, I ſhould not heſitate a moment. Be the 
prize aſſigned to this amiable candidate, which has ſo 
eminently — 5 — and ſo highly dignified her- 
ſelf, by bearing ſuch a remarkable reſemblance to © the 
e righteous Branch; the Plant of Renown *.“ While 
others appoint it a place in the parterre, I would tranſ- 
plant the paſſron- flower, or rather transfer its ſacred 
ſigniſicancy, to my heart. There let it bloom, both 
in ſummer and in winter; bloom, in the moſt impreſ- 


ſive characters, and with an undecaying luſtre: that 


I alſo may wear, wear on my very foul, the traces of 
IMMANUEL, pierced for my fins, and bruiſed for my 
tranſgreſſions: that I alſo may be crucified with ChRis ft, 
at leaſt in penitential remorſe, and affectionate ſympa- 
thy: that I may know the fellowſhip: of his ſufferings f; 
and feel all my evil affections, wounded by his agonies, 
mortified by his death. | ; | 


Tukkx is another ſubject of the verdant kingdom 


80 the bleſſed Jrsvs is deſcribed, Jer. xxiil. 5. Ezek. 


XZ xiv, 29. | | 
t Gal;>i.; a0. + Phil. vi. 10. 
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which, on account of its very uncommon qualities, 


demands my particular notice: one, ſo extremly diffi- 
dent in her — and delicate in her conſtitution, 
that ſhe dares not venture herſelf abroad in the open 
air, but is nurſed up in the warmth of a bot-bed, and 
lives cloiſtered in the cells of a green- 8 But the 
moſt curious peculianity is, that, of all kindred- 
ſpecies, the alone partakes of perceptive life; at leaſſ 
advances neareſt to this. more exalted ſtate of 
and may be looked upon as the link which conn 
the anitaal and the vegetable world. A „ ob- 
ſerving her motions, would almoſt de induced to ſu- 
ſpect, that ſhe is endued with ſome inferior degrees of 
conkciouſnel and caution. For, if you offer to handle 
ſure plant, the immediately takes an alarm; 


22 her fibres; and, like a perſon under 


apprehenſions of violence, withdraws from your finger, 
in a kind of proce di 8 Perhaps, the beauty 
of her aſpect mag or the niceneſs of her 
texture — þ by the human touch. There- 
fore, like a coy virgin, the recedes from all unbeco- 
ming familiarities; and will admit no ſuch improper, 
pernicious, freedoms. 
Whatever be the cauſe of this unuſual-effeR, it fug- 
gelts an inſtructive admonition to the Chriſtian. Such 
be our a ve timorous care, with regard 


to fin, and all, even the moſt diſtant, approaches of 


vice. Se ſhould we avoid the very of evil, 
and ſtand aloof from occaſion of falling.—If ſin- 
ures tempt, or if op- 
mon beckon, with the gain of injuſtice in her 
O! turn from the gilded ſnare; touch not the 
beauteous bane ; but fly, fly with haſte, fly without 
any delay, from the ns ruin.—Does Anger 
draw near with her hghtcd torch, to kindle the flame 
of reſentment in our breaſts? does Hari ply our ears, 
with her enchanting and intoxicating pere would 
Diſcontert lay her leaden band upon our temper, and 
mould 
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mould into our minds her ſour leaven, in order to make 
us a burden to ourfelves, and unamiable to others? 
Inſtantly let us divert our attention from the danger- 
ous objects; and not ſo much endeavour t6 antidote, 
as to Hun, the moral contagion. Let us revolve iti 
our meditations, that wonderful mez#nz/5 of our diſtreſ- 
ſed Maſter, Which, amidſt the moſt abuſive and 
king inſults, maintained an uniform tenor of unſhaken 
_ Let us contemplate that prodigious humilio- 
tien, which brought him, from an infinite height above 
All worlds, to make his bed in the duſt of death. Let 
us ſooth our jarring, our uneaſy paſſions, with the 
remembrance of that th2arfulneſt and reſignation, which 
rendered him, in the d poverty, unfeignedly 
thankful; and, under the heavieſt tribulations, moſt 
ſubmiſſively patient. | 

Harbour not, on any conſideration, the betrayer of 
your virtue. Be deaf inflexibly deaf, to every be- 
guiling ſolicitation. If it oderud. into the unguard- 
ed heart, give it entertainment, no, not for a mo- 
ment. To with the enemy, is to open a door 
fot deſtruction. Our ſafety conſiſts in fight: and, in 
this caſe, ſiſpicion is the trueſt prudence ; fear, the 
greateſt bravery Play not on the brink of the preci- 

ce. Flutter not found the edges of the e. 

ally not with the ſtitigs of death. But reject, with 
a becoming mixture of ſolicitude and abherrence, the 
v firſt Inſinuations of iniquity; as cautiouſly, as 
the ſmarting fore ſhrinks even from the ſofteſt hand; 
as — 2 as this jraloxs plum recoils at the ap- 

proaching touch *, - ; 10 
or 


The prophet Iſaiah, in an elegant and lively deſcription 
of the upright man, ſays, He baker bi hands frem hoiding of 
bribes ; 4, I may add, from practiſing any kind of iniquity. 
The image, exceedingly beautiful, and * © expreſſive, both 
illuſtrates and eriforces the dofrine of this whole ſection.— 
 Shaketh his hands ; juſt as a * would do, who W to 
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Nor long ago, theſe curious productions of the 


ſpring were coarſe and miſ-ſhapen roots. Had we o- 


pened the earth, and beheld them in their ſeed, how 
uncouth and contemptible had their appearance been! 


—But now they are the boaſt of nature, the delight. 
of the ſons of men, finiſhed patterns for enamelling 


and embroidery, outſhining even the happieſt ſtrokes 
of the, pencil. They are taught to bloom, but with a 
inferior luſtre *, in the richeſt tapeſtries, and 


* 
— magnificent ſilks. Art never attempts to equal 


ces ; but places all her me- 


their incomparable 
rit, in copying after theſe delicate originals. Even 
thoſe who 


naments, 


a ſprig of jeſſamine, or a little aſſem- 
blage of pinks. ay 


What a fine idea may we form, from hence, of the 
have burning coals fall into his lap, or ſome venomous crea- = 


ture faſtening upon his fleſh. In ſuch a caſe, none would ſtand 
4 moment to conſider, or to debate with himſelf the expedi- 
ency of the thing, He would inſtantly fling off the pernici- 
ous incumbrance ; inſtantly endeavour to diſengage himſelf 
from the clinging miſchief, —//. xxxiii. 15. 


l hase repreſented the danger of not extinguiſhing immedi- 


atcly the very firft ſparks of temptation, in a variety of views. 
Becauſe a proper behaviour, in this conjuncture, is of ſuch 
vaſt importance to the purity, the ſafety, and the comfort of 
our minds. Becauſe I had the royal moralift in my eye; who, 
deterring his pupils from the path of the wicked, cries, with 


au air of deep concern, and in the language of vehement im- 
ity, cries; Avoid it ; paſs not by it ; turn from it ; and 


paſs away. How ſtrongly is the counſel urged, by being ſo 
2 repeated; in fuch a remarkable diverfity of conciſe 
7 r py of forcible and preſſing admonitions ! 
rov. iv. 15. 1 
* The cowſlip ſmiles in brighter yellow dreſt, 
Than that which veils the nubil virgin's breaſt : 
A fairer red ſtands bluſhing in the roſe, 
Than {hat which on the bridegroom's veſtments flows. 


PrIoR's Sol. 


reſurrectien 


itter in ſilver, or whoſe cloathing is of 
vrought gold, are deſirous to borrow additional or- 
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reſurrection of the juſt, and the ſtate of their reanima- 
ted bodies! As the roots even of our choiceſt flowers, 
when depoſited in the ground, are rude and ungrace- 
ful; but, when they ſpring up into blooming lite, are 
moſt elegant and fplendid; ſo the fleſh of a faint; when 
committed to the duſt, alas! what is it? A heap of 
corruption; a maſs of putrefying clay. But, when it 
0 the great archangel's call, and ſtarts into a new 
exiſtence; what an aſtoniſhing change enſues! what a 
moſt ennobling improvement takes place That which 
was ſown in wea#neſs, is raiſed in all the vivaeity of 
power. That which was ſown in deformity, is raiſed in 
the bloom of celeſtial beauty. Exalted, refined, 
and glorified, it will ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
« firmament, ” when it darts the inimitable blue 
3 the fleeces the ſnowy fleeces of ſome clea- 
ving cloud. * 

ear not, then, thou faithful Chriſtian ; fear not, 
at the appointed time, to deſcend into the tomb. Thy 
foul thou mayſt truſt with thy omnipotent Redeemer, 
who is Loko of the unſeen world; “ who has 
« the keys of hell, and of death. Moſt ſafely mayſt 
thou thy better part, in thoſe beneficent hands, 
which were pierced with nails, and faſtened to the ig- 
nominious tree, for thy ſalvation.— With regard to 
thy earthly tabernacle, be not diſmayed. It 1s taken 
down, only to be rebuilt upon a diviner plan, and in 
a more heavenly form. If it retires into the ſhadow 
ot death, and lies immured in the gloom of the grave; 
it is only to return, from a ſhart confinement, to end- 
leſs liberty. If it falls into diflolution, it is in order 
to riſe more illuſtrious from its ruins ; and wear an inft- 
nitely brighter face of perfection, and of glory *. 


* The wiſe, the juſt, the pious, and the brave, 
Live in their deaths, and flouriſh from the grave. 
Grain hid in earth, repays the peaſant's care, | 
And ev'ning · ſuns but ſet to riſe more fair. 
N 3 Having 
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Havixs now made my dorch let me next take 
up a lamentaticn, for theſe lovelieſt productions of the 
vegetable world, — For I foreſee their approaching 

doom. Yet a little while, and all theſe pleaſing ſcenes 

vaniſh. Let a little while, and all the ſweets — tha 
breathing, all the beauties of the blooming ſprin uind 


are no more. Every ane of theſe amiable forms m 
be ſhrivelled to deformity, and trodden to the earth. 
Significant reſemblance this of all created beauty. 
All fleſb is 15 ke the green herbage, liable and 
prone to fade, Nay, all the le thereof, its fineſt 
accompliſhments, and what the world univerſally ad- 
mires, is as the flewer of the feld * which loſes its 
gloſs, decays and periſhes, more Pore than the 
gras itſelf.— Behold then, ye brighteſt among the 
ghters of Eve ; | behold 1 in this glaſs 
. eclipſed, by the luſtre of 
theſe little flowers; the frailty of your /ate repre- 


ſented, f by their tranſient glories, A fever m may 
* If. xl. 6. = 


7 Kar ro poder enen u. e xper95 cue Grat 
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The reader will excuſe me, if I imitate, wither than fran/- 
late, theſe lines from Theocritus ; if I vary one image, add an- 
other, and ve © ib Wain eo the HA? * 


When ſnows deſcend and robe the fields 


In winter's bri ph, 
Touch'd by the — the luſtre fades, 
And weeps itfelf ny: 


When /pring a j whoa Violets 1 
hen ſpring d perle ; 


How ſoon the . breaths | its laſt ! 
How ſhort- liv'd is the bloom ! 


Freſh in the morn, the ſummer- roſe 
Hangs with” 'ring cre tis noon ; | 
We ſcarce enjoy the balmy gift, Ys 
But mourn the pleaſure gone, | With 
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ſcorch thoſe poliſhed veins ; a conſumption may ema- 
ciate the dimplin cheeks; and a load of unexpected 
ſorrows depref ks lively ſpirits. - Or ſhould theſe 
diſaſters, in pity, ſpare the tender frame; yet age, 
inexorable age and wrinkles, will affuredly come at 
laſt ; will wither all the fine features, and blaſt every 
ſprightly grace. 

Then, ye fair, when thoſe — are dark- 
cned, and fink in their orbs ; when are rollin 
in agonies, or ſwimming in death; 3 will you far? 
tain the affliction ? how will you repair the loſs ?!—Ap- 
ply your thoughts to religion. Attend to the one 
thing needful. Believe in, and imitate, the bleſſed I E- 
sus. Then ſhall your ſouls mount up to the realms 
of happineſs, when the well-proportioned clay is min- 
with its mean ori - The light of Gon's 
countenance will irradiate, with matchleſs and con- 
ſummate perfection, all their exalted faculties. Clean- 
ſed entirely from every dreg of corruption, like ſome 
unſullied mirror, they: will reflect the complete image 
of their Creator's holineſs. O! that you would thus 
dreſs your 2 and prepare for the — ſtate! 
Then, from ſhining among your fellow creatures on 
earth, you ſhall be tranſlated, to ſhine around the 
throne of Gop. Then, from being the ſweeteners of 


our lite, and the delight of our eyes here below ; you 


With gliding fire, an evening-ſtar 
Streaks the autumnal ſkies ; 

Shook from the ſphere, it darts away, 
And, in an inſtant, dies. 


Such are the charms that fluſh the cheek, 
And fparkle in the 

So, from hs lovely milk form 
The tranfient graces fly. 


To this the ſeaſons, as they roll, 
Their atteſtation brin 
They warn the fair; n. 
N 4 {hall 
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ſhall paſs, by an eaſy tranſition, into angels of light; 
and become * an everlaſting excellency, the joy of 
all generations,” 


YES ; ye flowery nations, ye muſt all decay. N 
lily, that ba like the queen of the gay creation, — 
fee, how gracefully it erects its majeſtic head! What 
an air of dignity and grandeur ennobles its aſpect ! 
j elevated mien, as well as for incomparable luſtre, 

may it be preferred to the magnificent monarch 

Tr Eaſt *. = all ſtately and charming as it is, 
it will hardly ſurvive a few more days. That un- 
— — muſt quickly be tarniſhed, and the 
form deſiled in the duſt. 

As ks the lily pleaſes, with the noble ſimplicity of its 
appearance; the tulip is admired, for the gaiety and 
multiplicity of its colours. Never was cup either 
painted or enamelled with ſuch a profuſion of dyes. 
Its tinges are ſo glowing, its contraſts ſo ſtrong, and 
the arrangement of them both ſo elegant and artful | 
Tas lately the pride of the border, _ the reign- 
ing beauty of the delightful ſeaſon ; as exquiſitely 
fine as the rainbow, and almoſt as extremely — 
It ſpread, for a little moment, its glittering plum 

but has, now, laid all its variegated and 2 
nours down. Thoſe radiant iripes are blended, alas! 
rudely blended with common mould. 

Fo a graceful ſhape, and blooming complexion, the 
roſe adds a moſt agreeable perfume. Our noſtrils make 

it repeated viſits, and are never weary of drinking in 
— A fragrance, ſo peculiarly rich and revi- 
ving, tranſpires from its opening tufts, that every one 
covets its acquaintance. How have I ſeen even the 
accompliſhed Chariſſa, for whom ſo many votaries 
languiſh, fondly careſſing this little flower! That love- 
ly boſom, which is the ſeat of innocence and virtue; 
* whoſe leaſt excellency it is, to rival the N of the 
Mach. vi, 29. 


pureſt 


F EOWER-GAR DE N. 207 


pureſt ſnows; among a thouſand charms of its own, 
thinks it poſſible to adopt another from the damaſk 
roſe-bud, Yet even this univerſal favourite muſt fail. 
Its native balm cannot preſerve it from putrefaction. 
Soon, ſoon, muſt it reſign all thoſe wo mag, qualities; 
_ tang IL on its ſtem, or drop deſpiſed to 

ec und, f 

— with, methinks, theſe moſt amiable of 
the inanimate race, a longer exiſtence : but in vain.” 
They fade almoſt as ſoon as they fourth. Within leſs 
than a month their glories are extinct. Let the ſun 
take a few more journeys through the ſky ; then viſit 
this enchanting walk ; and you will find nothing but 
a wretched wilderneſs of ragged or naked ſtalks. But 
(my ſoul exults in the thought) the garment of celeſtial 
glory, which ſhall ere long array the reanimated body, 

ill never wax old. The illuſtrious robes of a Saviour's 
conſummate righteouſneſs, which even now adorn the 
juſtiſied fpirit, are incorruptible and immortal. No 
moth can corrode their texture; no number of ages 
ſully their brightneſs. The light of day may be 
quenched, and all the ſtars fink in obſcurity ; but the 
honours of 4 juſt men made perfect“ are ſubject to 
no diminution. Inextinguiſhable and untading is the 
luſtre of their crown, 


YES; ye flowery nations, ye muſt all deray.— Win- 
ter, like ſome enraged and irreſiſtible conqueror, that 
carries fire and ſword where-ever he advances ; that 
demoliſhes towns; depopulates countries ; ſpreads 
ſlaughter and deſolation on every fide ;—ſo, juſt ſo, 
will Winter, with his ſavage and unrelenting blaſts, 
invade this beautiful proſpect. The ſtorms are gather- 
ing, and the tempeſts muſtering their rage, to fall up- 
on the vegetable kingdoms. They will ravage through 
the dominions of nature; and plunder her z:ches, and 
lay waſte her charms. —Then, ye trees, muſt you 
and ſtript of your verdant apparel; and, ye —_ 
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be ſpoiled of your waving treaſures. Then, the earth, 
diſrobed of all her gay attire, mult ſit in fables, like a 
diſcontolate widaw. The tun too, who now rides in 
triumph round the world, and ſcatters gaiety from his 
radiant eye, will then look faintly from the windows 
of the ſouth ; and, caſting 2 ſhort glance on our de- 
jected world, will leave us to the uncomfortable gloom 
of tedious nights. Then, theſe pretty charr/ters of the 
air will chant no more to the gentle gales; the lark, 
the linnet, and all the feathered ſongſters, abandon 
their notes, and indulge their woes. The harmony of 
the woods is at an end; and filgnce, (unleſs it be in- 
terrupted by howling winds), a ſullen ſilence, fits 
brooding upon the boughs; which are now made vo- 
cal, by a thouſand warbling throats, | 
But (ſweet recollection ! raviſhing ) the 
ſongs of ſaints in light never admit 2 pauſe for ſadneſs. 
heaven will te hr with the melody of their gra- 
titude ; and all eternity echo to their triumphant ac- 
clamations, The Hallelujahs of that world, and the 
harmonious joy of its inhabitants, will be as laſting 
as the divine perfections they celebrate. Come then, 
holy love, and tune my heart; deſcend, celeſtial fire, 
and touch my tengue ; that I may ſtand ready to ſtrike 
up, and bear my part, in that great hoſanna, that e- 
verlaſting hymn. 
YES; yes; ye fnuery nations, ye muſt all decay.— 
And, indeed, could you add the — of an oak, 


or the ſtability of a pyramid *, to all the delicacy of 
your texture ; yet ſhort, exceeding ſhort, 3 
| | w 


* I know not any performance, in which the tranſitory na- 
ture of theſe moſt durable monuments of human grandeur, is 
hinted with ſuch a modeſt air of inſtruttion, or their hideous 
ruin deſcribed in ſuch a pomp of pleaſing horror, as in a ſmall, 
but ſolemn, pi que, and majeſtic poem, entitled — Tun 
Rvins or Rowe, written by che Rev. Mr DyIR : thaw 

| e 
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would your duration be, For I ſee that all things come 
ta an end. The piilars of nature are tottering. The 
foundations of che round world are falling away. 
* 'The heavens themſelves wax old like a — 
_ amidſt theſe views of general ruin, here 1 18 Our 

this is our — We know that our Re- 
þ liveth. Th years, bleſſed Jz8us, | ſhall not 
fail. From eyerlaiting to everlaſting, thou art ſtill the 
ſame; the ſame moſt excellent and adorable perſon ; 
the ſame omnipotent and faithful friend; the ſame all- 
ſufficient and ineſtimable portion. Ol may we but 

of thy merits ; be ſanctiſied by ty grace; 

and received 22 thy glory — Then periſh, if ye will, 

all inferior delights. all that is may lendid in the 
ſkies expire; and all that is . nature be ex- 
punged. Let the whole extent of creation be turned 
again into one undiſtinguiſhabhle void, one univerſal 
Wk vet, if God be ours, we ſhall have engugh. 
If G op be ours, we ſhall have 4, and abound *; all 
that our circumſtances can want, or our crave, 
to make us inconceivably bleſſed and happy; bleſſed 
and happy, not only through this little interval of 
time, but through the — revolutions of c- 
ternity. 


the reader (if he has the plcaſure of peruſing hat beautiful piece) 
will eaſily perceive to have taken has draughts from the origi- 
nals themſtty ves; as nothing but the fight of thoſe magnificent. 
remains, could have inſpired his lines with fuch vivacity.—As 
a ſpecimen of the work, and a confirmation” of the remark: 
ſuggeſted above, I take Jeave to tranſcribe the following pafſ 
e: 8 
5 —— e The pilgrim oft, + 
At dead of nie, mid his oraiſan hears 
Aghaſt the vaice of time, diſparting tow'rs, 
Tumbling all precipitate deun an 
| Raitling around, loud thund ring to the moon. 
His hand the good man faſtens on the Fies, 
And bu earth cdi, wor fol the ile hin: | 
| Night-Thoughts, . I, 
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Tat fun is now come forth in his ſtrength, and beats 
fiercely upon my throbbing pulſe.—Let me retire to 
ron inviting arbour. There the woodbines retain the 
cid drop; there the jeſſamines, which line the ver- 
dant alcove, are ſtill impearled, and deliciouſly wet 
with dews.— Welcome, ye refreſhing ſhades | feel, I 
feel, your chearing influence. My languid ſpirits re- 
vive; the flackened ſinews are new ſtrung; and life 
bounds briſker through all her crimſon channels. 
* Reclined on this mofſy couch, and ſurrounded by 
this fragrant coldneſs, let me renew my aſpirations to 
the ever-preſent Deity. Here let me remember, and 
xmitate, the pious Auguſtine, and his mother Monica; 
who, being engaged in diſcourſe on the beauties of the 
viſible creation, roſe, by theſe ladders, to the glories 
of the inviſible ſtate ; till they were inſpired with the 
moſt affecting ſenſe of their ſupereminent excellency, 
and actuated with the moſt ardent breathings after their 
full enjoyment: inſomuch that they were almoſt rapt up 
into the bliſs they contemplated ; and ſcarce “ knew, 
< whether they were in the body, or out of the body.“ 


Wen ftempeſts toſs the ocean; when plaintive ſig- 
nals of diſtreſs are heard from the bellowing deep; and 
melancholy tokens of ſhipwreck come floating on the 
foaming ſurge ; then how delightful to ſtand fafe on 

ſhore, and one's ſelf in conſcious ſecurity * !— 

When a glut of waters burſts from ſome mighty torrent, 

ruſhes headlong over all the neighbouring plains, 

ſweeps away the helpleſs cattle, and drives the affrighted 
' ſhepherd from his hut; then, from the top of a diſtant 


As Lucretius gave the hint for theſe- obſervations, ſo he 
the reaſon of the pleaſure ſpecified. It ariſes, not from : 
the conſiderations of another's miſery ; this would argue the e 
rankeſt malevolence : but from the agreeable contemplation of 
our own perſonal ſafety ; which, while we view circumſtances that 
are pernicious to others, but harmleſs to ourſelves, is not a lit- | 
tle heightened by the contraſt. Suave mari magno, &c. * 
| | eminence 


32 WOW 
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eminence, to deſcry the danger we need not fear; how 
pleaſing — Such, methinks, is my preſent ſituation. For 
now the ſun blazes from on high: the air glows with 
his fire: the fields are rent with chinks: the roads are 
ſcorched to duſt: the woods ſeem to contract a ſickly 
aſpect, and a ruſſet hue : the traveller, broiled as he 
rides, haſtens to his inn, and intermits his journey : 
the labourer, bathed in ſweat, drops the fithe, and de- 
fiſts from his work: the cattle flee to ſome ſhady co- 
vert, or elſe pant and toſs under the burning noon. 
Even the ſtubborn rock, ſmit with the piercing beams, 
is ready to cleave. All things langui/h beneath the 
dazzling deluge.—While I ſhall enjoy a cool hour, and 
calm reflection, amidſt the gloom of this bowery receſs, 
which ſcarce admits one ſpeck of ſunſhine. 

Thus, may both the flock, and their ſhepherd, dwell 
beneath the defence of the Moſt High, and abide under the 
ſhadow of the Almighty *. Then, though + the peſtilence 
walketh in darknels, and the fickne/sd eth at noon- 
day; though thouſands fall beſide us, and ten thou- 


ſands at our right hand; we need fear no evil. Either 


the deſtroying angel ſhall paſs over our houſes ; or elſe 
he ſhall diſpenſe the corrections of a friend, not the 
ſcourges of an enemy ; which, inſtead of hurting us, 
ſhall work for our good. —Then, though profaneneſs 
and infidelity, far more malignant evils, breathe d 
contagion, and taint the morals of multitudes around- 
us; yet, if the great Father of ſpirits “ hide us in 
the hollow of his hand,“ we ſhall hold faſt our in- 
ity, and be faithful unto death. 
then, deareſt Lo RD O! let thy ſervant, and the 
people committed to his care, be received into thy pro- 
tection, Let us take ſanctuary under that Tree of Life, 
erected in thy ignominious croſs. Let us fly for ſafety 


* Pfal. xci. 1. 
+ This was written, when a very infeQtious and m rt. 1 diſ- 
temper raged in the neighbourhood. | | 
. to 


— 
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to that City of Refuge, opened in thy bleeding wounds. 
Theſe ſhall be a facred hiding-place, not to be pierced 
by the flames of divine wrath, or the fiery darts of 
temptation. Thy dying merits, and perfect obedience, 
ſhall be to our ſouls, as rivers of water in 4 dty plate, 
or as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land“. 


Bur moſt of all, in that /a/t tremendous day, when 
the heavens are rent aſunder, and wrapped up like 
a ſcroll; when thy almighty arm ſhall arreſt the ſun 
in his career, and to pi the ſtructure of 
the univerſe ; when the dead, both ſmall and great, 
thall be gathered before the throne of thy glory; and 
the fates of all mankind hang on the very point of a 
——— —— bleſſed J= Ss Us, let us 
be owned by thee, and we ſhall not be aſhamed ; de- 
fended by thee, and we ſhall not be afraid. O! may 
we, at that awful, that unutterably important junc- 
ture, be covered with the wings of thy redeeming 
love, and we ſhall behold all the horrible convulſions 
of expiring nature, with compoſure, with comfort ! 
We ſhall even welcome the diſſolution of all things, as 
the times of refreſhing from the preſente of the LOxD þ. 


Iuxxx are, I perceive, who ſtill attend the flowers; 
and, in defiance of the ſun, ply their work on every 
bloſſom. The bees I mean; that nation of 
chymiſts! to whom nature has communicated the rare 
and valuable ſecret, of enriching themſelves, without 
impoveriſhing others; who extract the moſt delicious 
fytup from every fragrant herb, witkout wounding 
its fubſtance, or diminiſhing its odours.—lI take the 
more notice of theſe ingenious operators, becauſe 1 
would willingly make them my pattern J. While the 


„ | . |. Ads i. 19. 
+ — — Ego afpis matine | 
More modoque 
Grata carpentis thyma. Hor, 
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gay butterfly flutters her painted wings, and ſips a lit- 
tle fantaſtic delight, only for the preſent moment; 
while the gloomy ſpider, worſe than idly buſied, is 
preparing his inſidious nets for deſtruction, or fucking 
venom even from the moſt wholeſome plants ; this fru- 
community are wiſely employed in providing for 
uturity, and collecting a copious flock of the moſt 
balmy treaſures. —And O! might theſe meditations 
ink into my foul! would the GD, who ſuggeſted 
each heavenly thought, vouchſafe to convert it into 
an eſtabliſhed principle, to determine all my inchnati- 
ons, and te my whole conduct! I fhould, then, 
gather advantages from the fame blooming objects, 
more precious than your golden ſtores, ye induſtrious 
artiſts. 1 alfo ſhould go home, laden with the riche/? 
Fweets, and the nobleſt ſpoils, though I crop not a leaf, 
nor call a fingle lower my own. 


|;  Hexs I behold; aſſembled in one view, almoſt all the 
4 various beauties which have been ſeverally entertain- 
' ing my imagination. The vi/fas, ſtruck through an 
8 ancient wood, or formed by rows of venerable elms; 
| conducting the ſpectatorꝰ's obſervation to ſome remark- 
able object; or leading the traveller's footſteps to this 
3 delightful feat :—The walls, enriched with fruit- trees, 
ry and faced with a covering of their leafy extenſions; I 
thould rather have ſaid, — with different pieces of 
Ire nature's nobleſt tapeſtry :—The walt, neatly ſhorn, 
ut and lined with verdure ; or finely ſmoothed, and coat · 
ms ed with gravel :-—Fhe alleys, arched with ſhades, to 
mg embowet our noon-tide repoſe ; or thrown open fot 
the free acceſſion of air, to invite us to our evening» 
fe + recreation: The decent edgings of box, which incloſe 
the like a plain ſelvage, each beautiful compartment, and 
its ſplendid figures: — The ſhapely evergreens, and 
flowering ſhrubs, which ſtrike the eye, and appear with 
peculiar dignity, in this diſtant ſituation :—The n, 
with its c fount, floating in the centre, and dit- 
' tuling 


* 
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fuſing an —— freſhneſs through the whole: The 


waters, f. from a remote caſcade, and gently mur- 
— 5 as — flow along the pebbles :—Tbefe, added to 
the and all fo diſpoſed, that each recommends and 


endears each, render the whole a moſt ſweet raviſhing 


ſcene of order and variety, of elegance and magnih- 
cence. 

From ſo many lovely proſpects, cluſtering upon the 
light, it is impoſſible not to be reminded of heaven, 
that world of bliſs, thoſe regions of light, where _ 
Lamb that was ſlain manifeſts his beatiſic preſence, 
his ſaints live for evermore.—But O! 5 — gn can 
{ſketch out a draught of that goodly land? "What co- 
lours, or what ſtyle, can expreſs the ſplendors of I- 
MANUEL's kingdom! Would ſome celeſtial hand 
draw aſide the veil, but for one moment; and 
us to throw a lingle., glance on thoſe divine abodes ; 
how would all . poſſeſſions become wp rae in 
our eyes, and grow flat upon our taſte limpſe, a 
tranſient glimpſe of thoſe unutterable — es, would 

captivate our ſouls, and engroſs all their faculties. Eden 
itſelf, after ſuch a viſion, would appear 2 chearleſs de- 


ſert; and all earthly charms intolerable deformity. 


Very excellent things are ſpoken of thee, thou 2 of 
Gop *. Volumes have been EN and thoſe by 

inſpired men, to diſplay the wonders of thy perfections, 
All that is rich and reſplendent in the viſible creation, 
has been called in to aid our conceptions, and elevate 
our ideas. But, indeed, no tongue can utter, no pen 
can deſcribe, no fancy can imagine, what G 0D, of his 
unbounded munificence, has prepared for them that 
love him.—Sceing then that all terreſtrial things muſt 
come to a ſpeedy end; and there remaineth a reſt, 2 
bliſsful and everlaſting reſt, for the people of God; 
let me never be too fondly attached to any preſent 1a- 
tis actions. Weaned from whatever f is temporal, ney, 


Pal. laxxvil. 2. 
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I maintain a ſuperior indifference for ſuch tranſitory 
enjoyments ; but lon ng, long earneſtly, for the man- 


ſions that are above; paradiſe, *<* which the LoRD 
% hath planted, and not man.” Thither may I tranſ- | 


mit the chief of my converſation ; and from thence ex- 
pect the whole of my happineſs. Be that the ſacred, 
powerful magnet, which ever influences my heart, e- 
ver attracts my affections. There are ſuch tranſcendent 
glories, as eye has not ſeen ; there are ſuch tranſportin 
pleaſures, as ear has not heard ; there 1s ſuch a fulneſs 
of joys, as the thought of man cannot conceive. 


Ixro that conſummate felicity, thoſe eternal frui- 


tions, permit me, Madam, to wiſh you, in due time, 
an abundant entrance ; and to aſſure you, that this wiſh 


is breathed, with the ſame lincerity and ardor, for my 
honoured * as it is, Map Au, for 


Your moſt obedient, &c. 
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With joy, with grief, that healing hand [ fee ; 
The ſkies it form'd, and yet it bled for me. 
Night-Thoughts, No IV- 
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173. he will find me engaged, by a pron 
Y note, to ſubjoin a DESCAN 
CREATION. 

170 — the love of CHRIST J; to have ſuch a deep 
apprehenſion of his unſpeakablc kindneſs; as may 
produce in our hearts an adoring gratitude, and an 
unfeigned faith; this, according to St Paul's eſti- 
mate, is the hi heſt and happieſt attainment in the 
facred ſcience of Chriſtianity K. What follows, is an 
attempt to aſſiſt the attentive mind, in learning a line 
or two of that beſt and greateſt leſſon. It introduces 
2 moſt conſpicuous parts of the viſible fyitem, as 
ſo bee 2 to our dull affections; each ſuggeſt- 


int, adapted to the important occaſion, and 
fabked to its — character. 
* Eph. iii, 19. 
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5 following obſervations, or to condemn them, as the 


cauſe of all aſſuring us, that % be were created 


214 ADESCANTupon CREATION, 
Can there be a more powerful incentive to devaut 


gratitude, than to conſider the magnificent and deli- 


cate ſcenes of the univerſe, with a 
to CurisT, as the Creator ?—Every obj viewed in 
this light, will ſurely adminiſter 1 t reeruits to 
the languſhing lamp 1. divine love. Every produc- 
tion in nature will ſtrike a ſpark into the out; and 
the whole creation concur to raiſe the ſmoking flax 
into a flame. 

Can any thing impart a ſtronger joy to the believer, 
or more effectually confirm his faith in the crucihed 
IEsus, than to behold the heavens — his glory, 
and the firmament ſhewing his handy-work? Surely, it 
muſt be matter of inexpreſſible — to the poor 
ſinner, to obſerve the honours of his Redeemer, writ- 
ten with ſun-beams, over all the face of the world. 

We delight to read an account of our incarnate 
Jenovany as he ts revealed in the books of Moſes and 
the prophets, as he is diſplayed in the wyitings. of 
the evangeliſts and apoſtles. Let us alſo endeavour to 
ſee a ſketch of his perfections, as they ſtand delineated 
in that ſtately volume, where every leaf is a 


ä line, a flowing brook, —overy perioe, a 


( Should ny of my rextes be unexec 5 
tions, ve (in purſuance of my Nomiſe 
to preſent . — clue, 
may paſſibly lead their minds into this mot 
im and delightful train of thinking. 

Should any be inclined to ſuſpect the ſolidity of the 


ular reference 


voice of rant, and the lawleſs flight of fancy; I muſt 
entreat fuch perſons to recollect, that the grand doc- 
trine, the on which they all turn, is warranted 
and eſtabliſhed by the unanimous teſtimony of the 
inſpired penmen; who frequently celebrate IMMA- 
NU EL, or CHRIST JESUS, — almighty 


by 
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by him, and for him; and that in him all things con 

On ſuch a ſubject, what is wonderful, is far 
being extrauagant. To be wonderful, is the inſe a- 

rable charaQteriſtic of Gop and his works; eſpeci 
of that moſt diſtin ed and F even of the 
divine works, REDEMPTION ; fo glorious, that 
all the miracles | in Egypt, and che marvellous acts in 
the field of Zoan; Mt that the Jewiſh annals have 
recorded, or the human ear has Red ; all dwindle into 
trivial events, are ſcarce worthy to be remembered +, 
in compariſon of this infinitely grand and infinitely 
ng at tranſaction.— Kindled, therefore, into plea» 
aſtoniſhment, by ſuch a ſurvey, let me give full 
ſo to my meditations. Let me pour out my whole 
on the boundleſs ſubject; not much 2 
the qua Buggy cald criticiſm, ox colder u 


might 


O rs angels, that ſurround the throne; ye princes 
of heaven, that excel in ſtrength,” and are clothed 
with tranſcendent brightneſs ; He, who ary wes 2 in 
thoſe ſtations of ted honour, and | 
nature with ſuch illuſtrious endowments ; fle, 0 - 

you all obey, and all adore : HE took not on him the 
a! form, but was made fleſh, and found in faſhion 
25 3 man. Like us wretched mortals, He was fubject 
to wearineſs, pain, and every infirmity, fin only ex- 
cepted that we might, one day, be raiſed to your 
ſublime abodes ; be adopted into your bliſsful ſociety ; 
and join with your tranſported choir, in giving glory 

Ut M that "iitteth upon the throne, and to the 
L AM for ever and ever |. 


O vx heavens, whoſe azure arches riſe immenſely 
high, and ſtretch unmeafurably wide; ſtupendous am- 


.* Col. i, 16. 17. Before my reader enters upon the fol- 

lowing Deſcant, he is defired to peruſe the note, page 172. 
+ If. xliii. 18. f Rev. v. 13. 

| O 4 phitheatre 
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phitheatre ! amidſt whoſe vaſt expanſive circuit, orbs 


of the moſt dreadful grandeur are perpetually runnin 
their amazing races: unfathomable depths of æther! 
where worlds unnumbered float; and, to our limited 
ſight, worlds unnumbered are loſt ;—He, who adjuſted - 
your dimenſions with his ſpan, and formed the mag- 
nificent ſtructure with his word; H E was once wrapt 
in ſwaddling-cloaths, and laid in a manger :—that the 
benefits accruing to his people, through his moſt meri- 
torious humiliation, might have no other meaſure of 
their value than immenſity; might run parallel, in 
their duration, with eternity, 


Vr /tars, that beam with inextinguiſhable brilliancy, 


through the midnight-ſky ; oceans of flame, and cen- 
tres 


worlds, though ſeemingly little points of light! 
—He, who ſhone, with eſſential effulgence, innumer- 
able ages, before your twinkling tapers were kindled ; 
and will thine with everlaſting majeſty and beauty, 
when your places in the firmament ſhall be known no 
more: HE was involved, for many years, in the deep- 
eſt obſcurity ; lay concealed in the contemptible city 
Nazareth ; lay di | veer under the mean habit of a 
nter's ſon :—that he might plant the heavens *, 
as it were, with new conſtellations ; and array theſe 
clods of earth, theſe houſes of clay, with a radiancy 
far ſuperior to yours; a radiancy, which will adorn 
the very heaven of heavens, when you ſhall vaniſh a- 
way like ſmoke ; or expire as momentary ſparks from 
the ſmitten ſteel. | | 
COMETS, 


* If. U. 16. 

+ Alluding to a 12 in Jſaiab, which is, I think, grand 
and elevated beyond all compariſon.—Lift up your eyes to the 
heavens, and laot upon the earth beneath : fer the heavens ſhall 
vaniſh away like ſmoke, and the earth ſhall wax od like à gar- 
ment, and they that dwell therein ſhall die like the feeble infect: 
but my righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever, and my ſalvation ſhall 
not be aboliſbed, If. li. 6, — With the great Vitringa, I oy 
. g re 
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COMET, that ſometimes ſhoot into the illimit- 
able tracts of æther, farther than the diſcernment of 
our eye 1s able to follow ; ſometimes return from the 
long, long excurſion, and ſweep our affrighted hemi- 
ſphere with your enormous ſiery train; that ſometimes 
make near approaches to the fun, and burn almoſt in 
his immediate beams; ſometimes retire to the remoteſt 
diſtance, and freeze, for ages, in the exceſſive rigours 
of winter: He, who, at his ſovereign pleaſure, with- 
draws the blazing wonder ; or leads forth the porten- 
tous ſtranger, to ſhake terror over guilty kingdoms 
HE was overwhelmed with the molt ſhocking amaze- 
ment, and plunged into the deepeſt anxiety ; was chill- 
ed with apprehenſions of fear, and ſcorched the 
flames of avenging wrath :—that I, and other depra- 
ved rebellious creatures, might not be eternally agitated 


0 with the extremes of jarring paſſions; oppoſite, yet, 


on either ſide, tormenting; far more tormenting to 
the ſoul, than the ſevereſt degrees of your heat and 
cold to the human ſenſe. 


Ys planets, that, winged with unimaginable ſpeed, 
traverſe the regions of the ſky; ſometimes climbing 
millions and millions of miles above, ſometimes de- 
ſcending as far below, the great axle of your motions : 
ye, that are ſo minutely faithful to the viciſſitudes of 
day and night; ſo exactly punctual in bringing on the 
changes of your reſpective ſeaſons :—He, who launch- 
ed you, at firſt, from his mighty arm; who continual 
ly unpels you with ſuch wondertul rapidity, and guides 
you with ſuch perfect regularity ; who fixes “ the ha- 
« bitation of his holineſs, and his glory,” infinite 
heights above your ſcanty rounds : HE once became 
a helpleſs infant, ſojourned in our inferior world, fled 


late the words 12 g not, in like manner; but, like the feeble 
inſet, Which renders the period more complete; the ſenſe 
more emphatical ; and is more agreeable to the genius of the 
ſacred original. . 


from 
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from the perſecutor's ſword, and wandered as a vaga- 
band in a foreign land :—that he might AP 
into che way of peace; that he might bring us aliens 
near to Go p, bring us exiles home to heaven. 


Tzou /n, inexhauſted ſource of light, and heat, 
and comfort ! without whoſe preſence an univerſal 
gloom. woald enſue, and horror inſupportable ; who, 
without the aſſiſtance of any other fire, ſheddeſt day 
through a thouſand realms; and, not confining thy 
munihcence to realms only, extendeſt thy enlightenin 
influences to ſurrounding worlds : prime chearer o 
the animal, and great enlivener of the vegetable tribes ! 
ſo beautiful in thyſelf, ſo beneficial in thy effects, that 
erriug Heathens addreſſed thee with adorations, and 
miſtook thee for thy Maker He, who filled thy orb 
with a profuſion of ; luſtre, in its direct emana- 
tions, ,unſufferably bright, but, rebated by thy reflec- 
tion, delightfully mild : He, before whom thy meri- 
can ſplendors are but a ſhade ; whoſe love transfuſed 
into thy heart, is infinitely more exhilarating, than e- 
ven the ſweet and clear ſhining after the rain ;—HE di- 
veſted himſelf of his ne dng diſtinctions, and 
drew a veil over the effalgence of his divinity ; that, 
by ſpeaking to us, face to face, as a man ſpeaketh un- 
to his friend, he might diſpel our intellectual darkneſs. 
ths © viſage was marred *,” and he became the fcorn 
of men, the outcaſt of the people; that, by this mani- 
feſtation of his unutterably tender regard or our wel- 
2 he might diffuſe many a gleam of joy through our 

ejected minds: that, in another ſtate of things, he 

might clothe even our fallen nature, with the honours 

of that magnificent, luminary ; and give all the righ- 

Fous to ſhine forth as the fun, in the kingdom of their 
er. 


- Taov moon, that walkeſt am the hoſt of ſtars, 
and, in thy lueid appearance, art ſupcrior to them all: 
| * If. lii. 14. | fair 
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fair ruler of the night! ſometimes halt-reſtoring the 
day, with thy waxin e ſometimes waning 
into dimneſs, and ſcarcely Sec the nocturn 

gloom; ſometimes covered with ſackcloth, and alarm- 
ing the gazing nations — He, who dreſſes thy oo 
globe, in heaming, but borrowed filver ; He, whoſe 
dignity is unchangeable, underived, and all his own; 
He vouchſafed to wear a body of clay: H E was con- 
tent to appear as in a bloody eclipſe, ſhorn of his re- 
ſplendent beams, and ſurrounded with a night of hor- 
ror, which knew not one Ong Bee us has he 
impowered his church, and all behevers, to tread the 
moon under their feet *. Hence, inſpired with the 
hope of brighter glory, and of more enduring bliſs, 
are they enabled to triumph over all the vain anxieties, 
and vainer amuſements, of this ſuhlunary, precarious, 

mutable world. 


Ys thunders, that, awfully grumbling in the diſtant 
elouds, ſeem to meditate indignation, and form the firſt 
eſſays of a far more frightful peal ; or, ſuddenly burſt- 
ing over our heads, rend the vault above, and ſhake 
the ground below, with the hideous, horrid crack: 
ye, ſend your tremendous volleys from pole to 

„ ſtartling the ſavage herds 4, and aſtoniſhing the 
uman race Ir permits terror to ſound her 
trumpet, in your deep, prolo 1 er „aggra- 
vated roar: HE ater Fic infar N 
ſtable, and ſtrong Wr groans on the accurſed 
tree: that he might, in the gentleſt accents, whiſper 
peace to our ſouls; and, at length, tune our voices to 
the melody of heaven. 


O vt lightnings, that brood, and ke couchant, in 
the ſulphureous vapours; that glance, with forked fu- 
ry, from the angry gloom, ſwifter and fiercer than the 


Rev. xll, 5. | + Pfal. Xxix. — 
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lion ruſhes from his den; or open into vaſt expanſive 
ſheets of flame, ſublimely waved over the proſtrate 
world, and fearfully lingering in the frighted ſkies : 
ye,. that formerly laid in aſhes the licentious abodes of 
Juſt and violence; that will, ere long, ſet on fire the 
elements, and co-operate in the conflagration of the 


globe :—He, who kindles your flaſh, and directs you 


hen to ſally, and where to ſtrike ; He, who commiſ- 
ſions your whirling bolts, whom to kill, and whom to 
ipare : HE reſigned his ſacred perſon to the moſt bar- 
barous 1ndignities ; ſubmitted his beneficent hands to 
the ponderous hammer, and the piercing nail; yea, 
with-held nat his heart, his very heart, from the ſtab 
of the executioner's ſpear; and, inſtead of flaſhin 

confuſion on his outrageous tormentors ; inſtead of 
ſtriking them dead to the earth, or plunging them to 
the depths of hell, with his frown ; He cried—in his 
laſt momments, and with his agonizing lips, He cried, 


FATHER, FORGIVE THEM; FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT | 


THEY DO!/—O! what a pattern of patience for his ſaints? 
What an object of admiration for angels! What a 
conſtellation of every mild, amiable, and benign vir- 
tue; Turing, in this hour of darkneſs, with ineffable 
ſplendor and beauty Hence, hence it is, that we 

are 


One can hardly forbear animadverting upon the diſinge- 


nuaus temper, and perverſe taſte of Celſus; who attempts to 
turn this moſt diſtinguiſhing and ornamental part of our 
Lon p's life, into ridicule and reproach. Having ſpoken of 


CnrisT, as deſpitefully uſed, and arrayed in a purple robe; 


crowned with thorns ;- and holding, by way of mock majeſty, 
a reed inſtead of a ſceptre, (for he enters into all theſe circum- 
ſtances, which is a teſtimony to their truth even from the mouth 
of an enemy); he adds, T. ws, « wn pech, aA vor your Fon i, , 


n. ec aur yung raulng auen piles, xa: rw vepiloring uc save T4 xa ve Telepe 


am, Orig. contra CELs. p. 81. i. e. Why, in the name 
of wonder, does he not, on this occaſim, at leaſt, aft the 
Gop ? Why does he not deliver himſelf from this ſbocking 1g- 
nominy ; or execute ſome ſignal vengeance on the authors of ſuch 
injurious and abuſive inſults, both of himſelf and his — 

- ny 
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are not trembling under the lightnings of mount Sinai; 
that we are not blaſted by the flames of divine venge- 
ance; or doomed to dwell with everlaſting burnings. 


Vr frowning wintry clouds ; oceans pendent in the 
air, and burdening the winds : He, in whoſe hand you 
are an overflowing ſcourge; or, by whoſe appointment, 
an arſenal * of warlike ſtores: He, who opens your 
fluices, and a flood guſhes forth, to deſtroy the Kuits 


Why, Celfus ? Becauſe H E was meekneſs and gentleneſs itſelf; 
whereas your deities were ſlaves to their own turbulent and re- 
ſentful paſſions. Becauſe they were little better than ſavages 
in human ſhape; who too often made a merit of ſlaughter, 
and took a horrid pride in ſpilling blood: While CnRIsT was 
the Prince of peace, and came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to 
ſave. Becauſe: any madman on earth, or fury from hell, is 
capable of venting his rage: but who, amidſt ſuch unſuffer- 
able provocations and barbarities ; who, having in his own hand, 
the power to reſcue himſelf, the power to avenge himſelf; could 
ſubmit to all, with an unruffled ſerenity of patience; and not 
only not be exaſperated, but overcome, in ſo triumphant a man- 
ner, evil. with good None but Chuisr ] none but CyrisT ! 
This was compaſſion worthy of a Gop; clemency and charity 
truly divine. | 1 By wer 
erefore, the calumny raiſed by the ſame virulent objector 
in another place, carries its own' confutation; or rather, falls 
with a weight of inſamy on his dunghill-deities; while it bears a 
moſt honourable teſtimony to the majeſtic and invincible meek- 
neſs of our Saviour — , ſays he to the Chriſtian, T« ayzzuaſe 
Tov Nee xa laying, of eview y* Tor Atoruoor » Tor Hpaxaia Tapeyla © Nec, 
"wx av iOwg aetipey arratac” T6 yt vor Otor Taporia xalaTural xx xoratorlc, 
i 04 rule Iparavluc rrrotecy, ibid. p. 404. i. e. Tou, indeed, take up- 
en you, to deride the images of our deities ; but if Bacchus him- 
ſelf, or Hercules had been preſent, you would not have dared to 
er ſuch an affront ; or if you had been fo preſumptuous, would 
have ſeverely ſmarted for your infolence. Whereas, they who tar- 
mented the very perſon of your GoD, and even extended him with 
mortal agony on the croſs, ſuffered no effefts of his diſpleaſure... 
Juvenal ſeems to conſider the clouds, under this ſame 
character, in that beautiful line, | a 


Qnicquid habent telerum armamentaria cali. ; 
| of 
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of the earth, and drown the huſbandman's hopes : 
who moulds you into frozen balls, and you are thot, 
linked with death “, on the troops of his enemies: 


HE, inſtead of diſcharging the furiouſneſs. of his 
wrath upon this guilty head, poured out his prayers ; 


poured out his ſighs ; poured out his very foul, for me 


and my fellow-tranſgreflors :—that, by \ virtue of his 
ineſtimable propitiation, the overflowings of 
3 might be extended to ſinful men; that the 

might 1 down ri D Ne and peace on her 
downy wings, her balmy bleſſings, deſcend 
to ddl on ex on 22 


— thetidr; furls of finer Ar, folds of Tofter 
moiſture: He, who draws you, in copious exhalations, 
from the deep; bids you leave every diſtaſteful 
quality behind, and become fl fountains of ſweet- 
eſt waters: He, who diſſolves you into gentle rain, and 


diſmiſſes you in — ſhowers ; who Kindly com- 
miſſions you to fatneſs, as you fall, and to 
ſcatter flowers over the © Bla Ht, in The unutterable 


bitterneſs of his ſpirit, was without any 1 
ſenſe of his almighty Father's preſence: He, when 
kis bones were burat up like a firebrand, had not one 

drop of that ſacred conſolation, which, on many of his 
. dike as th vening-lewn, 


Job has informed us, for what purpoſe the magazines of 
ti firmament are ſtocked with hail. 22 may be ready 
again the day of battle and war. 2 23—7 
Bas recorded, what terrible ſla been made, by t 
mii ve weapons of the Almighty, 7b. x. 11 — Modern hiſto- 
rians relate, that, when Edu ard ill. invaded France, a ſhower 
of hailſtones deſcended, of ſuch a fize, that fax 
thouſand horſes, and one thouſand men, were ſtruck dread in- 
ſtantaneouſly. — But the moſt dreadful deſcription of this 
great Strider of Wit Heavens, is given us in Rev: xvi. 21. 
There fell upon men a great met; out heaven, every tene about 
the * Va talent. of ne 


and 
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and has © given ſongs in the night” of diſtreſs: that, 

from this unallayed and inconſolable anguiſh of our all- 

88 Maſter, we, as from a well of falvation, might 
erive large draughts of ſpiritual refreſhment. 


Tov grand ethereal bow ; whoſe beauties fluſh the 
firmament, and charm every ſpectator: He, who 
paints thee on the fluid ſkirts of the ſky; who decks 
_ with all the pride of colours, and bends thee into 

graceful and majeſti ; at whoſe command, 
thy vivid ftreaks on ie, -of Fwiftly fade >—H E, 
throngh all tis Rfe, was a in the humble garb 
of poverty; and, at his exit, wore the gorgeous gar- 
ment of contempt * inſomuch that even his own fami- 
lar friends, afhamed or afraid to own him, „hid as it 
* were their faces from him *:“ —to teach us à be- 
coming difdain for the unſubſtantial and tranſitory glit- 
ter of all worldly vanities: to introduce us, in robes 
brighter than tlie tinges of thy reſplendent arch; even 
in the robes of his own immaculate righteouſneſs, to 
introduce us, before that auguſt and venerable throne, 
which ind rainbow ſurrounds; ſurrounds, 2 
a pledge of inviokble fidelity, and infinite mercy. 


Ye ſtorms and tenipeſts, which vex the continent, 
and tofs the ſeas ; Which ahh navies on the rocks, and 
drive foreſts from their roots : He, whoſe breath rouſes 
you into ſuch refiitlefs fury, and whole nod controls 
you in your wildeſt career: He, who holds the rapid 
and g hurricane in ſtreightened reins; and walks, 

ſerene, on the very wings of the wind: HE 
went, all meek and gentle, like a lamb to the laughter 
for us; and, as a before her {hearers is dumb, 
fo he opened not his mouth. Thus are we inſtructed 


* If. Iii. 3. 400 £239 MOL). Fuit ranguem aliguis, a quo 
quiſque ſaciem occultaret. He was as ſome flagitious and aban- 
doned wretch, from ubem every one, diſdaining ſuch a character, 


and diſclaiming ſuch an acquatatance, ſtudiouſly ud his face. 


— . — Cot ——— . Woo. 
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to bear, with decent magnanimity, the various aſſaults 
of adverſity; and to paſs, with a becomin g tranquillity 
of temper, through all the rude blaſts of 1 inf urious treat- 
ment. Thus are we delivered from the unutterably 
fiercer ſtorms of incenſed and incxorable juſtice; from 
the < fire, the brimſtone, and the horrible tempeſt, 
* which will be the final portion 7 the ungodly.” 


+ Troy peſtilence, that ſcattereſt ten thouſand ie 
from thy baleful wings; tainting the air, and infecting 
the nations: under whole, malignant influence, joy is 


blaſted, and nature ſickens; mighty regions are de 


pulated, and once crouded cities are left without in 
ditants: He, who arms thee with e ee 
and bids thee march before * his angry countenance, 
to ſpread deſolation among the tents of the wicked, 
and be the forerunner of far more fearful indigna- 
tion: HE, in his holy humanity, was arraigned as a 
criminal ; and, though innocence itſelf, yea, the very 
pattern of perfection, was condemned to die, like the 
moſt execrable miſcreant. As a nuiſance to ſociety, 


and the very bane of the public happineſs, he was hur- 


ried away to execution, and hammered to the gibbet: 
that, by his blood, he might prepare a ſovereign me- 
dicine, to cure us of a more fatal diſtemper, than the 

ce which walketh in darknels, or the ſickneſs 
which d eth at noon- day: that he might himſelf 
ſay to our laſt enemy, « O death, [will beth *r 
+ O grave, 1 vi be thy deſtruction f., | 


HEAT, whole bumning influence parches the Li- 
byan wilds; tans into foot the Ethiopian's complexion; 
and makes every ſpecies of life pant, and droop, and 

: Cold, whoſe icy breath glazes yearly the 
Ruſſian ſeas ; often glues the frozen ſailor to the cord- 
age; and ſtiffens the traveller into à ſtatue of rigid 


* Before him went the Pehtilence Hab, ii. 5. 
* + Hoſ. xiii. 14. "fleſh: 


D 
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fleſh; —HE, who ſometimes blends you both, and 


ee the moſt agreeable temperature; ſometimes 
uffers you to act ſeparately, and rage with intolerable 
ſeverity: that King of heaven, and controller of uni- 
verſal nature, when dwelling in a tabernacle of clay, 
was expoſed to chilling damps, and ſmitten by ſultry 
beams. The ſtars, in their midnight- watches, heard 
him pray; and the ſun, in his meridian fervours, ſaw 
him toil, —Hence are our frozen hearts diſſolved into 
a mingled flow of wonder, love, and joy; being con- 
ſcious of a deliverance from thoſe inſofcrable es, 
which, kindled by divine indignation, burn to the 
loweſt hell. 


Tov ocean, vaſt world of waters! He, who ſunk 
that capacious bed for thy reception, and poured the 
liquid element into unfathomable channels; before 
whom, all thy foaming billows, and floating moun- 
tains, are as the ſmall drop of a bucket : who, by the 
leaſt intimation of his will, ſwells thy fluid kingdoms, 
in wild confuſion, to mingle with the clouds; or re- 
duces them, in calm compoſure, to flumber on the 
ſhores: He, who once gave thee a warrant to over- 
whelm the whole earth, and bury all its degenerate in- 
habitants in a watery grave; but has now laid an ever- 
laſting embargo on thy boifterons waves; and bound 
thee, all fierce and madding as thou art, in chains 
than adamant, yet formed of deſpicable ſand : 
—all the waves of vengeance and wrath, of tnbulation 
and anguiſh, paſſed over HIS crucified body, and HIS 
2 ſoul: that we might from thoſe 
depths of miſery, from that abyſs of guilt, into which 
we were plunged by Adam's fall, and more irretrieva- 
bly ſunk by our own tranſgreſſions: that, at the laſt, 
we might be reſtored to that happy world, which is 
repreſented, in the viſion of Go D, as — 4 

« ſea *, to denote its perpetual ſtability, an — 75 
turbed ſerenity. AY LE as | © 
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Vn mountains, that overlook the clouds, and pro- 
ject a ſhade into diſtant provinces : everlaſting pyra- 
mids of nature, not to be ſhaken by conflicting ele- 
ments; not to be ſhattered by the bolts of thunder ; 
nor impaired even by the ravages of time :—He, who 
bid your ridges riſe ſo high, and your foundations 
ſtand ſo faſt ; He, in whoſe ſcale you are lighter than 
duſt ; in whoſe eye you are leſs than nothing: HE 
ſunk beneath a load of woes; woes inſupportable, but 
not his own ; when he took our iniquities upon him- 
ſelf, and heaved the more than mountainous burden 
from a guilty world. 


Vx verdant wwzds, that crown our hills, and are crown- 
ed yourſelves with leafy honours: Ye humble Hrubs, 
adorned, in, ſpring, with opening blofſoms ; and fan- 
ned, in ſummer, by gentle gales: Ye, that in diſtant 
climes, or in cultivated gardens, breathe out ſpicy 
odours, and embalm the air with delightful perfumes : 
—your all-glorious and ever-blefſed Creator's head was 
encircled with the thorny wreath; his face was defiled 
with contumelious ſpitting ; and his body bathed in a 
bloody fweat : that we might wear the crown, the 
crown of glory, which fadeth not away; and live for 
evermore, ſurrounded with delights, as much ſurpaſ- 
ſing yours, as yours exceed the rugged deſolations of 


wanter. | 


Txov mantling vine; He who hangs on thy ſlender 
ſhoots, the rich, tranſparent, weighty cluſter ; who, 
under thy unornamented foliage, and amidſt the pores 
of thy otherwiſe worthleſs bough, the liquor, 
—the refined and exalted liquor, which chears the 
nations, and fills the cup of joy : trees, whoſe branch- 
es are elevated and waving in air; or diffuſed in cafy 
confinement, along a ſunny wall: He, who bends 
you with a lovely burden of delicious fruits; whoſe 
genial warmth beautifies their rind, and mellows their 
taſte: —HE, when voluntarily ſubje& to our w_ 
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inſtead of being refreſhed with your generous. juices, 
or regaled with your luſcious pulp, Pad 2 loathſome 
1 of vinegar, mingled with gall, addreſſed to 
lips: —that we might fit under the ſhadow of his 
merits, with great tranquillity and the utmoſt com- 
placency : that, ere long, being admitted into the _ 
radiſe of Gop, we might eat of the Tree of Life *, 
and drink new wine with him in his Father's kingdom. 


V luxuriant meadows ; He who, without the ſeed- 
man's induſtry, repleniſſies your irriguous lap with ne- 
ver- failing crops of herbage ; and enamels their chear- 
ful green with flowers of every hue :—Ye fertile fields ; 
He, who blefles the labours of the hutbandman ; enrich- 
es your well-tilled plains with waving harveſts, and 
calls forth the ſtaff of life from your furrows : He, 
who cauſes both meadows and fields to laugh and — 
tor the abundance of plenty :—HE was no ſtranger to 
corroding hunger, and parching thirſt; he, alas! ate 
the bitter bread of wo, and had plenteouſneſs of 
tears to drink: that we might partake of richer 
dainties, than thoſe which are produced by the dew of 
heaven, and proceed from the fatneſs * the earth: 
that we might feed on © the hidden manna, and eat the 
bread which giveth life, eternal life, unto the world. 


Ye mines, rich in yellow ore, or bright with veins 
of ſilver ; that diſtribute your ſhining treaſures, as far 
1 winds can waft the veſſel of commerce ; - that be- 
ſtow your alms on monarchs, and have princes for 
your penſioners :—Ye beds of gems, toy- hops of na- 
ture! which form, in dark retirement, the glittering 
ſtone : diamond:, that ſparkle with a brilliant water; ru- 
bies, that glow with a crimſon flame: emeralds, dipped 
in the fretheſt verdure of ſpring; /a 2 — 
with the faireſt drapery of the y: topaz, em 
with a golden — ; amethyſt, — with — 
bluſkes of the morning: He, who tinctures the me- 


* Rev. fi. 7. wee 
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tallic duſt, and conſolidates the lucid drop; HE, when 
ſojourning on earth, had no riches, but the niches 
of diſintereſted denevdlence 3 33 no ornament, but 
the ornament of unſpotted puri Poor he was in 
his circumſtances, and mean in all his is accommodatidits ; ; 
that WE might be rich in grace, and “ obtain ſalvation 
« with eternal glory: that we might inhabit the new 
Tek that ſplendid city | whoſe ſtreets are paved 
gold ; whoſe es are formed of pearl; and the 
. e all manner of precious ſtones & 


een fourtarns, that trickle potable fitver 
he matted graſs: ye fine tranſparent ſtreams, 
— Fee, in cryſtal waves, along your fringed 
banks: ye deep and ſtately r7vers, that wind and wan- 
der in your courſe, to ſpread your favours wider ; that 
2 2 king oms in your progreſs, and augment the 
with your tribute :—He, who ſupplies all your 
currents from his own ever-flowing and inexhauſtible 
liberality : HE, when his nerves were _—_— with 
exquiſite pain, and his blood inflamed by ging 
fever, cned, ITHIRSTH ; and was denied y fs. 
led hardſhip!) i in this his 22 was denied 
the poor refreſhment of — * of water: — that 
we, having all Saber gs, might abound to 
every good work; might * — with Ge fulneſs of 
ſpiritual bleſſin — and hereafter be ſatisfied with 
that fulneſs of joy, which is at God's right hand for 
evermore. 

Y's birds, chearful tenants of the bough, dreſ- 
ſed in glofly plumage ; who wake the n ſo- 
lace the groves, with your artleſs lays : inimitable ar- 
chitects! who, without rule or line, build your penſile 
ſtructures, with all the of proportion: you 
have each his commodious neſt, roofed with thades, 
and lined with warmth, to protect and cheriſh the cal. 
low brood. —But He, who tuned your throats to har- 

mony, and taught you that curious ſkill; HE was: 


\ * Rev, xxi. 19. 21. 
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man of ſorrows, and had not where to lay his head ; 
had not where to lay his head, till he felt the pangs of 
diſſolution, and was laid in the ſilent grave: — that 
we, dwelling under the wings of Ommpotence, and 
reſting in the boſom of infinite love, might ſpend an 
harmonious eternity, in “ ſinging the ſong of Moſes 
« and of the LAMB.” 


BEES, induſtrious workmen ! that ſweep, with 
buſy wing, the flowery garden; and ſearch the bloom- 
ing heath; and ſip the mellifluous dews: ſtrangers to 
idleneſs! that ply, with inceſſant aſſiduity, your plea- 
ling taſk; and ſuffer no opening bloſſom to pals 1 nex- 
plored, no ſunny glcam to {lip away unimproved: moſt 
ingenious artiſicers! that cling to the fragrant buds ; 
drain _ of their treaſured ſweets ; . extract (ik 
I may ſo ſpe pear) even the odoriferous ſouls of a 
and plants, flowers: you, when you have com- 
pleted your work; have collected, refined, and ſe- 
curely fodg ed the ambroſial ſtores ; when you might 
realonably _— the peaceful fruition of your acqui- 
ſitions; you, alas! are barbarouſly deſtroyed, and leave 


your hoarded delicacies to others; 7.x, them to be 


enjoyed by your very murderers. I cannot but pity 
your hard deſtiny — How then ſhould my bowels melt 
with ſympathy, and my eyes flow with tears *, when I 
remember, that thus, thus it fared with your and our 
incarnate Maker ! After a life of the moſt exemplary 
and exalted ; a life filled with offices of beneſi- 
cence, and — 4 of love; HE was, wicked 
hands, crucified and ſlain. He left the honey of 
his toil, the balm of his blood, and the riches of 
his obedience, to be ſhared among others; to be ſha- 
red even among thoſe, who too often crucify him a- 
freſh, and put him to open ſhame, 


SHALL I mention the animal, which ſpins her 


* Canſt thou, ungrateful man, his torments ſee, 
Nor drop a tear for HIM, who pour'd his blood for thee ? 
a PITTS's Poems, 
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ſoft, her ſhining, exquiſitely fine /i/ten thread * ? whoſe 
matchleſs manufactures lend an ornament to grandeur, 
and make royalty itſelf more magnificent.—Shall I 
take notice of the cell, in which, when the gaiety 
and buſineſs of life are over, the little recluſe immures 
herſelf, and ſpends the remainder of her days in re- 
tirement : Shall I rather obſerve the ſepulchre, which, 
when cloyed with pleafure and weary of the world, 
ſhe prepares for her own interment? Or how, when aſta- 
ted period is elapſed, ſhe wakes from a death-like inac- 
tivity ; breaks the incloſure of her tomb; throws off 
the duſky ſhroud; aſſumes a new form; puts on a 
more ſumptuous array ; and, from an infect creeping 
on the ground, becomes a win inhabitant of the 
air ?—No : this is a poor repti/e; and therefore un- 
worthy to ſerve as an illuſtration, when any charac- 
ter of the Son of Gop comes under conſideration. 
But let me correct myſelf. Was not CHRIS 
(to uſe the language of his own bleſſed Spirit) 4 
worm, and no man f? in appearance ſuch, and treated 
as fuch. Did he not alſo bequeath the fine linen of 


* No one, I hope, will be offended at my introducing, on 
ſuch an occaſion, creatures of fo low a rank. Since even the 
volumes of inſpiration ſeem to lend me the ſanction of their 
ſacred authority; as they diſdain not to compare the bleſſed 
Ixs us to a door, a highway, &c. And, perhaps, all compariſons 
which reſpect a Being of infinite dignity, are not only mean, 
but equally mean and unworthy. | 

I am ſenſible, likewiſe, that in this paragraph, and ſome 
others, all the circumſtances are not completely correſpondent. 
But if, in /ome grand particulars, the reddition anſwers to the 
deſcription ; this, I truſt, will be ſufficient for my purpoſe, 
and ſatisfactory to my readers, —Perhaps, it would be no miſ- 
taken caution, to apply the ſame obſervation to many of the 
beautiful ſimilitudes, parables, and allegorics, uſed by our Loxp ; 
ſuch as the brazen ſerpent, the unjuſt ſteward, the thief in the 
night, &c. ; which, if ſcrupulouſly ſifted, or rigorouſly ſtrain- 
ed, for an entire coincidence in every circumſtance, muſt ap- 
pear to great diſadvantage, and lead into palpable inconvenien- 
cies. 52. 220. 6; 7 © * 
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his own moſt perfect righteouſneſs, to compoſe the 
marriage-garment * for our difarrayed and defiled 
fouls ? Did he not, before his fleth faw corruption, e- 
merge triumphant from the grave; and not only 
mount the lower firmament, but aſcend the heaven of 
heavens ; taking poſſeſſion of thoſe ſublime abodes, 
in our name, and as our forerunner. | - 
E 


* This, and ſeveral other hints, interſperſed in the two vo- 
lumes, refer to the active and paſſive righteouſneſs of CuRISr, 
imputed to believers, for their juſtification : which, in the o- 
pinion of many great expoſitors, is the myſtical and the moſt 
ſublime meaning of the wedding-garment, ſo emphatically and 
forcibly recommended by the Teacher ſent from Gap, Matth. 
XXii. 11, A doctrine, which ſome of thoſe who honour my 
Meditations with a peruſal, probably may not receive with much, 
if any, approbation. I hope, the whole performance will not 
be caſhiered, for one difference in ſentiment. And I hey, that 
the ſentiment itſelf may not haſtily be rejected. without a ſerious 
hearing. For I have the pleaſure of being intimately acquaint- 
ed with a gentleman of good learning, and diſtinguiſhed ſenſe, 
who had once as ſtrong prepoſſeſſions againſt this tener, as can 
well be imagined. Let now he not only admits it, as a truth; 
but embraces it, as the joy of his heart; and cleaves to it, as 
the rock of his hopes. 

A clear and cogent treatiſe, entitled, Submiſſion to the rigb- 
teouſneſs of GoD, was the inſtrument of removing his preju- 
dices, and reducing him to a better judgment, —In which he 
has been happily confirmed, by the authority of the moſt i- 
inſtrious names, and the works of the molt eminent pens, that have 
ever adorned our church and nation. In this number are,— 
Biſhop Jewel, one of our great reformers ; and the other ve- 
nerable compilers of our homilies ;—Archbiſhop Ver, that 
oracle of univerſal learning ;—Biſhop Hall, the devout and 
ſprightly orator of his age ;—the copious and fervent Biſhop 
Hophins ; the ſingularly good and unaffected Biſhop Beveridge ; 
—that everlaſting honour of the bench of judicature, Lord 
Chief Juſtice Hales ; — the nervous, florid, and perſuaſive 

Dean Stanhope ;—the practical and perſpicuous Mr Burkitt ; 
—and, to ſummon no other evidence, that matchleſ genius 
Milton ; who, in various — of his divine poem, er 
4 is - 
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Ys cattle, that reſt in your incloſed paſtures; ye 
beaſts; that range the unlimited foreſt ; ye , that 
rove through trackleſs paths of the ſea: /heep, clad in 
ents, which, when left by you, are wore by 
ings: line, who feed on verdure, which, trauſmuted 
in your bodies, and ſtrained from your udders, fur- 
niſhes a repaſt for queens: lion, roaring after your 
prey; /eviathan, taking your paſtime in the great deep; 
with all that wing the firmament, or tread the ſoil, or 
ſwim the wave :—He, who ſpreads his ever-hoſpitable 
board; who admits you all to be his continual gueſts; 
and ſuffers you to want no manner of thing that is 

HE was deſtitute, afflicted, tormented : He 
endured all that was miſerable and reproachful ; in or- 
der to exalt a degenerate race, who had debaſed them- 


this emfortable truth; and, in one paſſage, repreſents it under 
* very ſame image, which is made uſe of above, book X. 
222. f 
I had almoſt forgot to mention, that the treatiſe entitled, 
Submiſſian, &c. was written by Mr Benjamin Fenks ;—whofe 
book of devot ions has deſervedly paſſed through eleven editions; 
is truly admirable for the ſublimity, ſpirituality, and propriety 
of the ſentiments; as well as for the conciſe torm, and pathe- 
tic turn of the exprefſion : — Whoſe book of meditations, 
though no leſs worthy of general acceptance, has, for a con- 
ſidcrable time, been almoit unknown and extinct. Bur it is 
now revived, and is lately publiſhed, in two octavo volumes, 
by Mr James Rivington. For which ſervice he has my thanks; 
I flatter myſelf, he will have the thanks of the public: as I 
am perſuaded, could religion and virtue ſpeak, he would have 
their acknowledgments alſo Since few treatiſes are more hap- 
pily calculated, to repreſent religion in its native beauty, and to 
romote the intereſts of genuine virtue, —On which account, 
i truſt, the candid will excuſe me, and the judicious will not 
condemn me, Even though the recommendation of thoſe de- 
votions and of theſe meditations ma ar to be a digreſſioen 
from my dabjc&t. _ 1 
N. B. Should the reader be inclined to examine the aforementi- 
oned tenet, he will find it flated, diſcuſſed, and applied to its due 
improvement, in a piece entitled ThHrERON and AsPASIO, in the 
ſecond and third volumes of this ellition. 
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ſelves to a level with the beaſts that periſh, unto ſeats 
of diſtinguiſhed and immortal honour ; in order to in- 
troduce the ſlaves of ſin, and heirs of hell, into man- 
ſions of conſummate and everlaſting bliſs. 


SURELY, the contemplation of ſuch a. ſubject, and 
the diſtant anticipation of ſuch a hope, may almoſt 
turn earth into heaven, and make even inanimate na- 
ture vocal with praiſe. Let it then break forth from 
every creature. Let the meaneſt feel the inſpiring im- 
pulſe ; let the greateſt acknowledge themſelves unable, 
worthily to expreſs the ſtupendous goodneſs. 


Praiſe HIM, ye inſecte that crawl on the ground; 
who, though high above all height, humbled himſelf 
to dwell in Birds of the air, waft on your 


wings, and warble in your notes, HIS praiſe; who, 
though bo k Þ of the celeſtial abodes, while ſojourn- 
ing on earth, wanted a ſhelter commodious as your 
neſts. Ve rougher world of 6brutes, join with the 

tle ſongſt ov of the ſhade, and how] to HIM your 
hoarſe 8 who breaks the jaw- bones of the in- 
fernal lion; who ſoftens into mildneſs the fa diſ- 
poſition; and bids the wolf lie down, in amicable a- 
greement, with the lamb. Bleat out, ye hills; let 
broader /ows be reſponſive from the vales ; ye foreſts 
catch, and ye rocks retain, the inarticulate hymn ; be- 
cauſe MEs51an the Prince feeds his flock, like a ſhep- 
herd. He gathers the lambs with his arm ; he carries 
them in his boſom ; and gently leads thoſe that are with 


young . Wave, e ſtately cedars, in ſign of worſhip, 


wave your branching heads to HIM, who meekly 
bowed his own, on the accurſed tree. Pleaſing pro- 


ſpeds, ſcenes of beauty, where niceſt art conſpires with 


laviſh nature, to form a paradiſe below; lay forth all 
your charms, and in all your charms confeſs yourſelves 
a mere blank, compared with his amiableneſs, who is 
« faireſt among ten thouſand, and altagether lovely. L 


* If. xl. 11. 5 
Drop 
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Drop down, ye ſhowers ; and teſtify, as you fall; 
teſtify of HIS — which deſcends more copioufly 
than the rain, diſtils more ſweetly than the dew. Let 
ſighing gales breathe, and murmuring rivulets flow; 
breathe and flow in harmonious conſonance to HIM; 
whoſe Spirit is far more reviving than the cooling 
breeze; who is himſelf the fountain of living waters. 


V ligbitnings, blaze to HIS honour; ye thunders, 
ſound HIS praiſe; while reverberating clouds return 
the roar, and bellowing oceans propagate the tremen- 

dous anthem.Muteſt of creatures, add your ſilent o- 
ratory, and diſplay the triumphs of HIS meekneſs; 
who, though he maketh the clouds his chariot, and 
treadeth upon the waves of the ſea ; though the thun- 
der is his voice, and the lightning his ſword of juſtice; 
yet, amidſt the moſt NS and cruel injuries, was 
ſubmiſſive and lifted not his hand, was dumb and 
* opened not his mouth.“ Great ſource of day, ad- 
dreſs thy radiant homage to a far ſublimer ſun. Write, 
in all thy ample round, with every lucid beam, O 
write a teſtimony to HIM, who is the brightneſs of 
his Father's glory; who is the Sun of righteouſneſs to 
a ſinful world; and is riſen, never to go down; is ri- 
ſen, to be our everlaſting light. Shine clear, ye ties; 
look gay, thou earth; let the foods clap their hands, 
and let every creature wear a ſmile: for he cometh, 
the CREATOR himſelf cometh, to be manifeſted in 
the fleſh ; and with him comes pardon, peace, and joy; 
every virtue and all felicity comes in his train, —Angels 
and archangels, let your ſongs be of JESUS, and 
teach the very heavens to echo with his adored and ma- 
jeſtic name. Ye beheld him, with greater tranſports 
of admiration, when you attended his agony in the 
garden, and ſaw him proſtrate on the ground, than 
when you beheld univerſal nature riſing at his call, 
and faw the wonders of his creating might. Tune to 
loftieſt notes your golden harps, and waken raptures 
unknown before even in heavenly breaſts : * 

t 
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that has Heath ſwells the concert of harmony; and all 
that has being unites in the tribute of praiſe. 
Chiefly, let man exalt his voice; let man, with diſ- 
tinguiſhed hoſannas, hail the REDEEMER. For man, 
he was ſtretched on the racking croſs; for man, 
he was conſigned to the gloomy ſepulchre; for man, 
he procured grace unmeaſurable, and bliſs inconcei- 
vable.— However different, therefore, in your age, or 
more different in your circumſtances, be unanimous, O 
men, in magnitying.s Saviour, who is no reſpecter of 
perſons, who gave himſelf a ranſom for all. —Bend, 
ye kings, from your thrones of ivory and gold; in 
your robes of imperial purple, fall proſtrate at HIS 
feet; who forſook a nobler throne, and laid aſide more 
illuſtrious enſigns of majeſty, that you might reign 
with Gop for ever and ever.—Children of poverty, 
meaneſt of mortals, (if any can be called poor, who 
are thus enriched ; if any can be accounted mean, 
who are thus ennobled), rejoice, greatly rejoice, in 
God your Saviour; who choſe to be indigent, was 
willing to be contemned, that you might be entitled 
to the treaſures, and be numbered with the princes of 
heaven.—Sons of affliction, though haraſſed with pain, 
and inured to anguiſh, O! change your groans into 
ſongs of gratitude. Let no complaining voice, no 
jarring ſtring be heard, in the univerſal ſymphony ; 
ut glorify the LAMB even in the fires *; who him- 
ſelf bore greater torment, than you feel ; and has pro- 
miſed you a ſhare in the joy which he inherits; who 
has made your ſufferin ſhort, and will make your 
reſt eternal.—Men of hoary locks, bending beneath a 
weight of years, and tottering on the brink of the 
grave; let CHRIS be your ſupport, under all infir- 
mities ; lean upon CHRIS, as tie rock of your ſalva- 
tion. Let 3 his precious name, form the laſt 
accents, which quiver on your pale expiring lips.— 
And let this be the firſt, that Apen your tongs, ye 
tender mfants. Remember your Repetmex, in your 


* If. xxiv. 15. | : 
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earlieſt moments. Devote the choice of your hours to 
the learning of his wall, and the chief of your ſtren 

to the glorifying of HIS name; who, in the pertec- 
tion of health, and the very prime of manhood, was 
content to become a motionleſs and ghaſtly corpſe, that 
you might be girt with the vigour, and clothed with 
the bloom, of eternal youth. 


Ye ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, who are relea- 
fed from the burden of the fleth ; and freed from all 
the vexatious ſolicitations of corruption in yourſelves; 
delivered from all the injurious effects of iniquity in 
others : who ſojourn no longer in the tents of ſtrife, 
or the territories of diforder ; but are received into 
that pure, harmonious, holy ſociety, where every one 
acts up to his amiable and exalted character; where 
Gop himſelf is pleaſed graciouſly and immediately to 
preſide. —You find, not without pleaſing aſtoniſhment, 

our hopes improved into actual enjoyment, and your 
Faith ſuperſeded by the beatific viſion. You feel all 
your former ſhineſs of behaviour, happlly loſt in the 
overfiowings of unbounded love; and all your little 
differences of opinion, entirely bore down by tides of 
invariable truth. Bleſs, therefore, with all your a 
larged powers, bleſs hrs infimitely larger goodneſs ; 
who, en he had overcome the 1 of death, 
opened the gates of paradiſe, opened the kingdom of 
heaven, to all generations, and to every denomination 

of the faithful. 

Te men of hely converſation, and humble tempers, 
think of HIM, who /aved you, and waſhed you from 
your fins in his ton blood. ink of him, on your ſi- 
lent couch ; talk of him, in every ſocial interview. 
Glory in his excellencies ; make your boaſt of his o- 
bedience; and add, ſtill continue to add, the incenſe 
of a dutiful life, to all the oblations of a grateful 
tongue.—IWeakeſt of believers, who go mourning un- 
der a ſenſe of guilt, and conflicting with the 1 
n 8 
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aſſaults of temptation ; put off your ſackcloth, and 
be gitded with gladneſs. Becauſe IESVs is as mer- 
ciful to hear, as he is mighty to help. Becauſe he is 
touched with the tendereſt tympathizing concern, for 


all your diſtreſſes; and he lives, ever lives, to be your 


Advocate with the FATHER. Why then ſhould un- 
eaſy doubts ſadden your countenances? why ſhould 
Foy aaron fears oppreſs your ſouls? Turn, turn 
thoſe diſconſolate ſighs into chearful hymns ; ſince you 
have his powerful interceſſion, and his ineſtimable merits, 
to be your anchor in all tribulations, to be your paſl- 
port into eternal bleſſedneſs. 


Mosr of all, ye minifters of the ſanctuary, heralds 
commiſhoned from above; lift, every one, his voice 
like a trumpet, and loudly proclaim the REDEEMER. 
Get ye up, ye ambailadors of peace, get ye up into 
the high mountains; and f far and wide the ho- 
nours of the LAMB, „that was flain, but is alive 
for evermore.” Teach every ſacred roof, to re- 
ſound with his fame; and ev A heart, to glow 
with his love. Declare, as far as the force of words will 
go, declare the inexhauſtible fulneſs of that t 
atonement, whoſe merits are commenſurate with the 
glories of the Divinity &. Tell the ſinful wretch, 
what pity yearns in IMMANUEL's bowels; what blood 
he has ſpilt, what agonies he has endured, what won- 
ders he has wrought, for the ſalvation of his enemies. 
Invite the indigent, to become rich; entreat the guil- 
ty, to 3 of pardon; becauſe with the cruciſied 
IEsus 1s plenteous redemption, and all- ſufſiciency to 
ſave.— While you, placed in conſpicuous ſtations, 
pour the j ſound; may I, as I ſteal through the 
vale of humble life, catch the pleaſing accents! For — 

e 

* If in this place and others, I have ſpoken magnificently 
of the blood of CusIsr, and its inſuperable efficacy to ex- 
piate guilt; I think, it is no more than is expreſſed in a very 
celebrated hymn, written by one of the greateſt wits, wha 


had alſo been one of the greateſt kbertines, and afterwards 
commenced 
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the Author of all bleſſings became a curſe; for me, 
his bones were diſlocated, and his fleſh was torn ; he 
hung with ſtreaming veins, and an agonizing ſoul, on 
the croſs, for me. O! may I, in my little here, and 
amidſt the ſcanty circle of my acquaintance, at leaſt 
whiſper theſe glad tranſporting tidings ; whiſper them 
from my own heart, that they may ſurely reach, and 
ſweetly penetrate theirs. | 
But, when men and angels raiſe the grand hymn ; 
when all worlds, and all beings, add their collective accla- 
mations ; this full, fervent, and univerſal chorus will be 
t| ſo inferior to the riches of the RzDEEMER's grace; fo 
{1 —_——— to the magnificence of his glory, that it 
tem 


ſeem but to debaſe the unutterable ſubject it at- 
pts to exalt. The loud Hallelujah will die away, 
in the ſolemn mental eloquence of proſtrate, raptu- 


rous, ſilent adoration. 


O goodneſs infinite? goodneſs immenſe ! 

And love that —— ge i—Words are vain ; 
1 Language is loſt in wonders ſo divine. | 
| « Come then, expreſſroe SILENCE, muſe his praiſe.” 


eommenced one of the moſt remarkable penitents, in France: 
A hymn, which even Mr Bayle confeſſes to be a very fine 
one; which another great critic calls an admirable one; and 
b which a genius ſuperior to them both recommends as a neble 
one. (See Spect. vol. VII. No 513.) | 
The author, having acknowledged his crimes to be beyond 
meaſure hainous, and almoſt beyond forgiveneſs provoking ; 
ſo provoking, as to render tears from ſuch eyes offenſive, and 
prayers from ſuch lips abominable 3 himſelf to ſub- 
mit, without the leaſt repining ſentiment; to ſubmit, even with 
iſe and adoration, to the moſt dreadful doom. Accordingly, 
ſtandsin reſigned expectation of being inſtantly ſtruck by the 
bolts of vengeance: but with a turn of thought equally ſurpri- 
fing and ſprightly ; with a faith properly founded, and hap- 
pily firm; he adds, 


Yet where! O where! can ev'n thy thunders fall ? 
'. CurisT's blood o erſpreads and ſhields me from them all. 
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My meditation of him ſhall be ſweet. Pſal. civ. 34. 
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PAUL ORCHARD, 
Of Stoke- Abbey, in Devonſbire, Eſq; 


Dear S IR, | 
* |; 8 your honoured father was pleaſed 
1 make choice of me to anſwer in your 

N name at the font, and to exerciſe a ſort 
| of guardianſhip over your ſpiritual in- 
tereſts ; permit me, by putting theſe little treati- 
ſes into your hand, to fulfil ſome part of that ſo- 
lemn obligation. | | 

GRATITUDE for many ſignal favours, and 
a conſcientious regard to my ſacred engagement, 
have long ago inſpired my breaſt with the warm- 
eſt wiſhes, both for your true dignity, and real 
bappine/5. Nor can I think of a more endearing, 
or a more effectual way, of advancing either the 
one or the other, than to ſet before you a ſketch 
of your excellent father's character. Illuſtrious 
examples are the moſt winning incitements to 
virtue. And none can come attended with ſuch 
particular recommendations to Lou, Sir, as the 
pattern of that worthy perſon, from whom you 
derive your very being. 

A MosT cordial and reverential eſteem for the 
divine word, was one of his remarkable qualities. 
Thoſe oracles of heaven were his principal de- 
light, and his inſeparable companions. Your 
gardens, your ſolitary walks, and the hedges of 
your fields, can witneſs “, with what an unwea- 
ried aſſiduity he exerciſed himſelf in the law of 


*. Joſh, xxiv. 27. | 1 
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the Lonp. From hence he fetched his maxims 
of wiſdom, and formed his judgment of things. 
The facred precepts were the model of his temper, 
and the guide of his life ; while the precious pro- 
mifes were the joy of his heart, and his portion 
for ever. | 
IMPROVING company was another of his moſt 
reliſhing pleaſures. Few gentlemen were better 
furniſhed, either with richneſs of fancy, or copi- 
ouſneſs of expreſſion, to bear a ſhining part in 
converfation. With theſe talents, he always en- 
deavoured to give fome u, generally ſome re- 
our, turn to the diſcourſe. Nor did he ever re- 
flect, with greater complacency, on his ſocial 
hours, than when they tended to glorify the eter- 
nal Majeſty; and to awaken, in himſelf and 
others, a more lively ſpirit of devotion. 
Io project for the good of others, was his fre- 
quent fiudy ; and to carry thoſe benevolent contri- 
vances into execution, his favourite emp/zyy. When 
viſited by the young perſons of the neighbour- 
hood, far from taking an ungraceful pride to ini- 
tiate them in — or confirm them in a 
riotous habit; it was his inceſſant aim, by finely- 
adapted perſuaſives, to encourage them in mdufry, 
and eſtabliſh them in a courſe of ſobriety; to guard 
them againſt the allurements of vice, and animate 
them with the principles of piety. A noble kind 
of hoſpitality this! which will probably tranſmit 
its beneficial influence to their earthly poſſeſſions, 
to their future families, and even to their ever- 
Taſting ſtate. 1201 
© A Convicttow of human indigence, and a 
thotough perſuaſion bf the divine all-ſufficiency, 
induced him to be frequent in prayer. To pro- 
tate himſelf, in profound adoration, before that 
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infinitely exalted Being, who dwells in light in- 
acceſſible, was hir glory; to implore the continu- 


ance of the almighty favour, and the increaſe of 


all Chriſtian graces was hi gain. In thoſe mo- 
ments, no doubt, he remembered You, Sit, with 
a particular earneſtneſs; and lodged many an ar- 


dent petition in the court of heaven, for his infant- 


foh. Ceaſe not to ſecond them with your own 
devout ſupplications, that they may deſcend upon 
your head, in the fulneſs of the bleffings of the 
* = of peace.” 8 | 

o give their genuine luſtre to all his other en- 


dowments, he was careful to maintain an humble 


mind. Though his friends might admire his ſu- 
perior abilities, or his acquaintance applaud his 
exemplary behaviour, he ſaw how far he fel/ ſbort 
of the mark of his high calling ;;Jaw, and la- 
mented his defects; ſaw, and renounced himſelf; 
relying, for final acceptance, and endleſs felicity, 


on a better righteouſns/s than his owh even on the 
_ tranſcendently perfect righteouſneſs, and incon- 


ceivably precious death, of Jzsvs the Redeemer. 
This was the rock of his hope, and the very 
crown of his rejoicing. 

Tres, Sir, are ſome of the d:ftinguiſhing cha- 
raQteriſtics of your deceaſed parent. As you had 
the misfortune to loſe fo valuable a relative, before 
you was Capable of forming — acquaintance 
with his perſon; I flatter myſelf, you will the 
more attentively obſerve his picture: this his mo- 
ral picture; deſigned, not to be ſet in gold, or 
ſparkle in enamel, but to breathe in your ſpirit, 
and to live in all your condut.—Which, though 
it be entirely your own, calculated purely for 
yourſelf, may poſſibly (like the family-pieces in 
your parlour, that glance an eye upon as many as 


* ws 
. 
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enter the room) make ſome plea/ing and uſeful im- 
preſſion on every beholder. — May every one, 
charmed with the beautiful image, catch its re- 
ſemblance; and each, in his reſpective ſphere, 
* go and do likewiſe.” | 

| you, Sir, are peculiarly concerned to copy 
the amiable original. As the order of an indul- 
gent Providence has made you heir of the 4 
circumſtances, let not a gay and thoughtleſs inad- 
vertence cut you off from the richer inberitance of 
theſe noble qualifications.—Theſe will be your 
ſecurity, amidſt all the glittering dangers, which 
are inſeparable from blooming years, and an ele- 
vated ſituation in life. Theſe are your path, your 
ſure and only path, to true greatneſs, and ſolid 
happineſs —Tread in theſe ſteps, and you can- 
not fail to be the darling of your friends, and the 
favourite of heaven. Tread in theſe ſteps, and 
you will give inexpreſſible joy to one of the beſt 
of mothers ; you will become an extenſive bleſ- 
fing to your fellow-creatures; and which, after 
ſuch moſt engaging motives, is ſcarce worthy to 
be mentioned, you will be the delight, the ho- 
nour,. and the boaſt of, 


Dear SIR, 
Your very affefionate godfather, 
And moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
Weſton-Favell, near = be 


Northampton, 
July 14. 1747- 


* 


James Hervey. 
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N Jos already exerciſed our ſpeculations on 
742 be tombs and flowers; g nature, 
5 covered with the deepeſt horrors, and ar- 
* rayed in the richeſt beauties. Allegory 


taught many of the objetts to ſpeak the language of 

virtue, while Imagination /ent her colouring to give 
| the leſſons an engaging air. And this, with a view 
a of ee. that divine Inſtructor; who commiſioned 
the lily *, in ber filver ſuit, to remonſirate in the ear 
| of unbeheving reaſon ; who ſent bis diſciples ſ men or- 
t dained to teach the univerſe to learn maxims of the 
- laſt importance, from the moſt infignificant birds *, 
r | that wander through the paths of the air; from the 
o very meaneſt herbs *, that are ſeattered over tbe 
ace of the + ground. 


Emboldened 
. Match. vi. 26. 28. 29. 30. 

+ Celebrated writers, as Demoſthenes and Cicero, Thucydides 
and Livy, are obſerved to have a ſtyle iar to themſelves. 
— Now, whoever conſiders the diſcourſes of Chrift, will find 
him diſtinguiſting himſelf by a ſtyle, which may properly be 
called HIS OWN, Majeſtic, yet familiar; happily uniting 
dignity with condeſcenſion; it conſiſts, in teaching his follow- 
ers the ſublimeft truths, by ſpiritualizing on the moſt common 
occurrences: which, beſides its being level to the loweſt ap- 
prchenſions, and admirably adapted to ſteal into the moſt in- 
attentive heart, is accompanied Sith this very ſingular advan- 
tage, that it turns even the ſphere of buſineſs into a ſchool of in- 
firuftion ; and renders the 33 a ſet of mo- 

Q3 t 


ren 


' *  Emboldened by the kind acceptance of the preceding 
teteber, I beg leave to confige in the ſame benevo- 
lence of taſte, for the protefiion and ſupport of the 
te remaining eſſays ; which exhibit a proſpect of ſtill 
life, and grand operation ; which moralize on 7 
. moſt compoſed, moſt magnificent, appearances 0 
1 which, x. 1 ain ſu oP to intro- 
duce her imagery, but only as the handmaid of Truth, 
in order to dreſi her perſon, and diſplay ber charms ; 
to engage the attention, and win the love, even of the 
gay, and of the faſhionable. Which is more likely 
to be effefied,- by forming agreeable pictures of nature, 
and deriving inſtructive obſervations, than by the la- 
borious met had of long- deduced arguments, or cloſe- 
connected reaſonings. — The contemplation of the hea- 
vens and the earth, of their admirable properties and 
beneficial changes, has always afforded the moſt exalt- 
ed gratification to the buman mind, In compliance 


nitors, ever ſoliciting 


* 


our regard; becauſe ever prefent to our 
ſenſes, —50 that, I believe, it may be ſaid of this amiable method 
in which our Lox D conveyed, as well as that of powerful ener- 
gy which attended his doftrines, 'That never man ſpake like 
this man.— The harveſt approaching, he reminds his diſciples 
of a farmore important harveſt, John iv. 35. Matth. xiii. 39. 
when immortal beings ſhall be reaped from the grave, and ga- 
thered in from all the quarters of the earth; when every hu- 
man creature ſhall ſuſtain the character of valuable wheat, or 
deſpicable fares ; and accordingly. be lodged in manſions of 
everlaſting ſecurity, or conſigned over to the rage of unquench- 


able fire, —lo his charge to fſbermen, when they are commen- 
2 Matth. iv. 19. he exhorts them, conformably 


nature of their late occupation, to uſe the ſame afiguity 
and addreſs in winning ſouls, as they were wont to exerciſe in 

ing the finny prey.,—Fos the farther illuſtration of this no 
leſs than curious ſubject, I would refer my reader to 
valuable note, in Sir {acc Newton's obſervations on the pro- 
phecics, p. 148. 4to 


. | with 
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2% 
with this prevailing tafte, I baue drawn my ſcrious 


admonitions from the theatre, and Variegar 
ted ſcenery, of the untverſe: that the reader. may 
learn bis duty Sm — very pleaſures ;—may gat her 
wiſdom, mingled lit ee the ang e 
entertainment 8, 8 noblejt 


- penis , drawing her fables aver the world, 

—— Night. it a ſeaſon peculi - 
——_ for ſedate confideration. All cirrumſtan · 
ces concur to huſh aur paſfiens, and footh our cares ; 
ta tempt our fleps abroad, and prompt our theughts tt 


n 


— Then is the time, 
For thoſe whom wiſdom, and whom nature 


charm, 
To ſteal themſelves from the degen' 
And ſoar above this little feane of things; 
To tread low-thoughted vice beneath their n 
To ſooth the throbbing paſſions —_ 
And woo lone quiet in 1 — 


The fovour 1 woutd folicit the firſt tbe. fols 
lowing compoſitions, i grebe. ed to 

im fue { contemplative excutfant ; 
to attend, if not 1der the character of a friend, at 


haſt, in the bumble c 5 or @ page * 


rate erond. | 


It a ſervant, to meditation, and 
remove every peg to thoſe beſt exerciſes Ger, the 
mind; which blend advantage with amuſement, and 


improve while they delight :—as a page, to gather uf 


- * Taos. Autumn, Y 973. laſt edit. 
Q 4 the 
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the unſtable, fluftuating train of Fancy; and collet 


her fickle powers into a con ent, ular, and 
babir of — * ent, reg uſeful 


The other, converſant among the ſta ons, 
would lead the imagination through eſs Laue 
tracts of unclouded azure; and — out to the judg- 
ment fome of thoſe aſtoniſhing particulars, which /o 
emmently fignalize the celeſtial worlds. A profpet 
this, to which attracts our eyes, and to which 
ſcripture utſelf often direfts our fludy : A profpett 
beyond all others moſt excellently calculated to enlar 
the ſoul, and ennoble its conceptions ;-—to give t 
grand apprehenfions of the everlaſting GOD, and 
create ſentiments of becoming ſuperiority, with rela- 
tion to all tranſitory intereſts ;-—in a word, to furniſh 
faith with the ſureſt foundation for a fie ome 


and true magnanimity of ſpirit ; ta afford pi 
— ee ei : Fey . — 


* 4 Galileo lifts bis tube, and diſcovers the 
digious magnitude of thoſe radiant orbs ;—while New- 

ton meaſures their amazing diſtances, and unites the 
whole fem in harmonious order, by the ſubtile influen- 
ces of attractian . I would only, like the berald before 
that illufirious Hebrew , proclaim at every turn, 
Bow the knee, and adore the almighty Maker ; 
* magnify his eternal name, and make his praiſe, hike 
4% all bis works, to be glorious.” 


F Gen. xli, 43. 
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Night :s fair Virtue's immemorial friend: 
The conſcious Moon, through ev'ry diſtant age, 
Has held a lamp to Wiſdom. 
| Night-Thoughts, No v. 
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N buſineſs of the day diſpatched, and the ſul - 
I heats abated, invited me to the recre- 
& ation of a walk; a walk in one of the fi 
% receſſes of the country, and in one of 
the _ pleaſant evenings which the ſummer- ſeaſon 
ke limes and elms, uniting their branches over 
— head, formed a verdant canopy, and caſt a moſt 
ade. Under my feet lay a carpet of na- 
ture's ve is intermingled with moſs, and em- 
broidered wit flowers. Jelfamines, in conjunction 
with woodbines, twined around the trees, dif laying 
their artleſ+ beauties to the eye, and diffuſing 
licious faveets through the air. On either ade, vi 
boughs, rounded into a ſet of arches, opened 
a view into the diſtant fields, an ted me with 
a proſpect of the nd — * e little birds, all 
joyous and grateful — * favours of the light, were 
paying their acknowledgments in a tribute of harme- 
ny, and ſoothing chemlelves to rei with ſongs 


: 
| 
q 
) 
' 


—— 
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While a French-horn, from a neighbouring ſeat, ſent 


its melodious accents, ſoftened by the length of thei 
False. to complete the concert of the grove. 


in this agreeable manner, my thoughts were 


eie on a ſubject ſtill more ble than tlie ſea- 
ſon; or the ſcene. I mean, our late /e victory 
over the united forces of inteſtine treaſon, and fo- 


reign invaſion : a victory, which pours joy through 


the preſent age, and will tranſmit its influence to ge- 
nerations yet unborn.—Are not all the bleflings, 
which can endear ſociety, or render life itſelf deſira- 
ble, centred in our preſent happy conſtitution, and 
auſpicious government? Were they not all ſtruck at, 


by that impious and horrid blow, meditated at Rome, 


levelled 2 — and ſeconded by factious ſpirits at 
home ? Wis then can be ſufficiently thankful for the 


pom interpoſition of Providence, which has not on- 


erted the impending ruin, but turned it, with 


Methinks, every thing valuable which I $, e- 
very thing charming I behold, conſpire to en- 
hance this — irs event. To this it is owing, 
that I can ramble unmoleſted along the vale of private 
life, and taſte all the innocent ſatisfactions of a con- 
templative retirement. Had Rebellion * ſucceeded in 
her deteſtable deſigns; inſtead of walking with ſecu- 
rity and complacence in theſe flowery paths, I might 
have met the afſaſſmn with his dagger; * have been 
obliged to abandon my habitation, and . embrace 
te the rock for a ſhelter.” Farewell then, ye fragrant 
ſhades; ſeats of meditation, and calm repole ! I ſhould 
have been driven from your loved retreats, to make 
way for ſome barbarous, ſome inſulting victer. Fare- 


' * Referring to the rebellion, ſet on foot in the year 1945 ; 


— which, for ſeveral months, made a very alarming progreſs 


in the north; —but was happily extinguiſhed by the glorious 
+ aan a. , al 
w 


aggravated confuſion, on the authors of our trou- 
es 
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well then, ye pleaſing toils, and wholeſome amuſe- 
ments of my rural hours! I ſhould no more have rear- 
ed the tender flower to the ſun ; no more have taught 
the eſpalier to expand her boughs ; nor have fetched, 
any longer, from my kitchen-garden, the pureſt ſup- 
plies of health. | 

Had Rebellion ſucceeded in her deteſtable deſigns ; 
inſtead of being regaled with the mujic of the woods, 
I might have been alarmed with the found of the 
trumpet, and all the thunder of war. Inſtead of be- 
ing entertained with this beautiful landſcape, I might 
have beheld our houſes ranfacked, and our wv 
plundered ; I might have beheld our fenced cities en- 
compaſſed with armies, and our fruitful fields © cloth- 
< ed with deſolation;” or have been ſhocked with the, 
more frightful images of * garments rolled in blood, 
and of a ruffian's blade reeking from a brother's 
heart. Inſtead of Peace, with her chearing olives, 
ſheltering our abodes; inſtead of Juſtice, with her im- 


partial ſcale, ſecuring our goods; Perſecution had bran- 


diſhed her ſword, and S/avery clanked her chains. 
Nor are theſe miſeries imagi only, or the b 
tures of a ndleſs panic. T are, in a neigh- 
bourin kingdom, who very lately experienced them 
in all their rigour *. And, if the malignant ſpirit of 
Popery had forced itſelf into our church ; it an abjured 
9 had cut his way to our throne; we could 
ve no reaſon to expect a mitigation of their ſeverity, 
on our behalf. But, ſuppoſing the tender mercies of 
2 bigotted uſurper to have been ſomewhat leſs cruel ; 
where, alas! would have been the encouragement to 
cultivate our little portion ; or what pleafure could a- 
riſe from an improved ſpot; if both the one and the 
other lay, every moment, at the mercy of /awleſs 
* Sce a pamphlet, entitled, Popery always the ſame ;—which 
contains a narrative of the perſecutions, and ſevere bardſhips, 
lately ſuffered by the Proteſtants in the ſouthern parts of France: 
and cloſes with a moſt ſeaſonable, alarming, and ſpirited addreſs 


to the inhabitants of Great Britain. Printed 1746. 
power ? 
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power? This embittering circumſtance would ſpoil 
their reliſh ; and by rendering them a precarious, would 


render them a Joyleſs acquiſition. —In vain might the 
vine ſpread her e Cluſters ; in vain be laviſh of her 
arg juices ; if Tyranny, like a ravenous 
ould be always hovering over the bowl, and y 
to ſnatch it from the lip of Induſtry, or to wreſt it 
from the hand of Liberty. 
LIBERTI, chat deareſt of names; and Property, 
that beſt of charters, Nach e an additional, an inexpreſ- 
fible charm, to every tful objet.—See, how the 
CY No der baude the j has ar- 
em in crimſon, and ſkirted them with gold. 


r 
is liberty. 


ſuch an ement of our public 
When 24 — his beams, 


ces ein da reragin the: kme calrdhon of Roating 
vapours; but O! how changed, how gloomy! The 
carnation-ſtreaks are faded ; the golden edgings are 
worn away ; and ull the lovely tinges are loſt, in 2 
Laden-cuburcd bburteg ſadnefg. Such would be the a- 
ſpect of all a — — Ira —_ — 
alen bee contin to CA 
Fay, or ded in a ae of ajet an ein 


d ce. 
ging has Amelt niſl his daily race, and haftews 
to the goal. He deſcends lower and lower, till his cha- 
at ſeem to hover on the utmoſt verge of the 
y. What is ſomewhat yy ns as the orb of Ught, 
4 t of brogder. | 
CUT of objects ——— 2 
e are exceedingly 
e bleſſings „ befle prized, while pofſe/- 
eſteemed, * very inſtant they are 
eir fight; bitterly 5 when 


r 
Ihe radiant globe is, now, half. immerſed denesth 
1 ® Majareſqut cadunt altis de montibus umbra., Vike. 


the 
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e or, as the ancient poets {| 


into the ocean, and ſinks in the weſtern 
oy ys: could I view the /ea at this juncture, it would 

ield a moſt amuſing and curious ſpectacle. The rays, 
— horizontally on the liquid element, give it the 

fidating glaſs z or, reflected in many 2 
ry a beautiful multiplicity of 
colours.—A Granger, as he walks the 
beach, and, loſt in penſive attention, ens to the 
murmurings of the reſtleſs flood, is agreeably alarmed 
by the gay derorutians of the ſurface. With entertain- 
ment, and with wonder, he ſees. the cur urlng Waves, 
here gliſtering with white, there glowapg wi 
in one place, Tering an dure aches — — 
glancing a caſt of und BA 
hibiting a | paler Bag of Fg ory, that may Yin with 

der pen ought in loom, 

r 

While I am 2 by faney to the hores of the 
ocean, the great luminary is funk beneath the horizon, 
and totally diſappeats. 'The whole face of the ground 
is overſpread with ſhades ; or, with what one of the 
fineſt painters of nature calls, a dun obſcurity. Only a 
2 — eminences are tipt with 
ſilver. e tops of groves, and lofty towers, 
— — day * ; are ſtill irradiated by the de- 
parting beams. — But, O! how trankfietit is the diſ- 
tinction! how momentary the gift! Like all the bleſ- 
ſings, which mortals 2 it is gone, almoſt as 
ſoon as granted. See! how languiſhangly it 22 
on the leafy ſpire; and glimmers, with a dying tain 
neſs, on the mountain's brow. The little vivacity that 
remains, decays every moment. It can no longer 


See this remarkable appearance delicately deſcribed, and 
wrought into a compariſon, which, in my 7 is one of 
the moſt juſt, beautiful, and noble pieces of imagery, to be 


found in modern poetry 8 No II. p. 42. 410 
hold 
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hold its ſtation. While 1 ſpeak, it expires ; and re- 
ſigns the world to the gradual approaches of night. 


—— New twiligh t gh grey 
Has in her ſober liv ry all things clad *. 


E objeR, a little Wh , glared with h 
e under a —— qualified luſtre. * 
animals harmonize with the inſenſible creation; ag 
what was gay in thoſe, as well as glittering in this, 
gives place to an univerſal gravity the meadows, 


all was jocund and frre aro —— 
23 : cary of their frolics, and the tired 


impoſed filence on his pipe. In the 
. — all was tlineſs and ſong: but now the 
— Þ wrIgE the deſcending glooms ; and 
no tuneful airs are heard, only the plaintive ſtock- 
dove, cooing mournfully throug the grove.—Should 
I now be vain and wen and the earth 
would rebuke my * evity. Therefore, be 
theſe moments devoted to thoughts /edate as. the clo- 
ling day, ſolemn as the face of things. And, indeed, 
however my ſocial hours are enlivened with innocent 
pleaſantry, let every evening, in her fable habit, toll the 
bell to ſerious conſideration. Nothing can be more pro- 
per, for a perſon who walks on the borders of eternity, 
and is haſting continually to his final audit; nothing 
more proper, than daily A tra from the circle 
of amuſements, and fraqien to relinquiſh the hurry 
of buſineſs, in order to conſider and adjuſt + the 
= things that belong to his peace.” 


S1xcE the ſun is departed, from whence can it pro- 
ceed, that I am not involved in pitchy darkneſs! 
Whence theſe remainders of diminiſhed brightn + x 
which, though ſcarcely forming a refulgence, fo 
and ſooth the horrors of night. I fee not the ſhining 
ruler, yet am cheared with a real, though faint com- 


* MiLTt. Par. Left, b. IV. 1. 598. 
munication 
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munication of his ſplendor. Does he remember us, 
in his progreſs through other climes ? Does he ſend a 
detachment of his rays to eſcort us during his perſonal 
abſence; or to cover (if I may uſe the military term) 
our retreat from the ſcene of action ? Has he bequeath- 
ed us a dividend of his beams, ſufficient to render 
our circumſtances eaſy, and our fituation agreeable? 
till leep pours its ſoft oppreſſion on the organs of 
ſenſe; till fleep ſuſpends all the operations of our 
_— -_ entirely ſuperſedes any farther occaſion for 

e t. 

No: it is ill judged and unreaſonable, to aſcribe this 
beneficent conduct to the fun. Not unto him, not 
unto him; but unto his a/mghty Maker, we are obli- 
ged, for this pleaſing attendant, this valuable legacy. 
The 10us Author of our being has ſo diſpoſed 
collection of circumambient air, as to make it pro- 
ductive of this fine and wonderful effect. The fun- 
beams, falling on the higher parts of the aereal fluid, 
inſtead of paſſing on in ſrrait lines, are bent inwards, 
and conducted to our fight. Their natural courſe is 
over-ruled, and they are bidden to wheel about, on 

urpoſe to favour us with a welcome and ſalutary vi- 

t.— By which means, the bleſſing of light, and the 
ſeaſon of buſineſs, are conſiderably prolonged ; and, 
what is a very endearing circumſtance, prolonged moſt 
conſiderably, when the vehement heats of ſummer in- 
cline the ſtudent to poſtpone his walk, till the tempe- 
rate evening ptevails; when the important labours of 
the harveſt call the hu/bandman abroad, before the day 
is fully riſen. | 


_ AFTEx all the ardors of the ſultry day, how revi- 
ving is this coolneſs /—This gives new verdure to the fa- 
ding plants, new vivacity to the withering flowers, 
and a more exquiſite fragrance to their mingled ſcents, 
—By this, the air alſo receives a new force, and is 
qualified to exert itſelf with greater activity: qualified 

Vor. I. No 3. * | to 
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to brace our limbs ; to heave our lungs ; and co-ope- 
rate, with a briſker impulſe, in tuating the circu- 
lation of our blood. —This I might call the grand a- 
tembic of nature; which diſtils her moſt ſovereign cor- 


"dial, the refreſhing dews. Inceffant heat would rob 


us of their beneficial agency ; and oblige them to eva- 
porate, in imperceptible exhalations. Turbulent winds, 
or even the gentler motions of Aurora's fan, would 
diffipate the riſing vapours, and not ſuffer them to 
form a coalition. But, favoured by the ſtillneſs, and 
condenſed by the coolneſs of the night, they unite in 
yup drops, and create that fnely-tempered humidity, 
which chears the vegetable world, as ſleep exhilarates 
Not unlike to theſe are the advantages of ſolitude. 
The world is a troubled ocean; and who can erect ſta- 
'ble pages on its fluctuating waves? The world is 
af of wrong; and who does not feel himſelf 
warping to its pernicious influences &? On this ſea of 
glaſs g, how inſenſibly we ſlide from our own ſtedfaſt- 

"neſs! Some'facred truth, which was ſtruck in liv 
characters on our ſouls, is obſcured, if not obliterated. 
"Some worthy reſolution, which-heaven had wrought in 
our breaſts, is en, if not overthrown. Some en- 
ticing vanity, which we had ſolemnly renounced, again 
— wiles, and again captivates our affections. 
How often has an unwary glance kindled a fever of 
irregular deſire in our hearts? How often has a word 
of applauſe dropt luſcious poiſon into our ears; or 
ſome diſreſpectful expreſſion raiſed a guſt of paſſion in 
our boſoms? Our innocence is of ſo tender a conſti- 
tution, that it ſuffers in the promiſcuous croud. Our 
purity is of ſo delicate a complexion, that it ſcarce 
touches on the world, without contracting a ſtain. We 

Hee, we hear, with peril. . 
NMunquam à turba mores, ques extuli, refero. Aliguid, ex © 
- quod compoſui, turbatur : aliquid, cx his que Jugavi, redit. 

 Inimica eft multsrum converſatic. SENEC, 

+ Rev. zv. 2. en 


But 
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. But here ſafety dwells. Every meddling and in - 
truſive avecation is ſecluded. Silence holds the door 
againſt the ſtrife of tongues, an pl the impertinen- 
cies of idle converſation. The bu 3 of vain i- 
mages, and cajoling temptations, Which beſet us, with 
2 buzzing importunity, amidſt the gaieties of life, are 
chaſed by theſe thickening ſhades. Here I may, with- 
out diſturbance, commune with my oon heart; and 
learn that beſt of ſciences, to know 2457 Here the 
ſoul may rally her diſſipated powers, and grace recover 
its native energy. This is the en gr to rectify 
the 


eyery evil impreſſion; to expel the poiſon, and guard 
zgainſt the contagion, of corrupting examples. This 
is the place where I may, with advantage, apply my: 
ſelf to ſubdue the rebel within; and be maſter, not of 
a ſceptre, but of ere ye ambitions, 
the levees of the powerful; I will be pooQual in my 
aſſignations with ſolitude. To 2 mind intent upon its 
owa improvement, ſolitude has charms ancomparably 
more engaging, than the entertainnents preſented in the 
theatre, or the hema, conferred in the dra wang- rom. 


I 841, ſolitude. Am I then ane Tis true, my, 
acquaintance are at a diftance. I have ſtgle away from 
company, and am remote frgm all bamap gbſeryation. 

But that is an alarming thought, 


Millions of ſpiritual creatures all the earth, 
Unſcen, both when we wake, and ben ur ſleep *. 


Perhaps, there may be numbers of thoſe Ks 
beings, patrolling this ſame retreat ; and joining vi 
me, in contemplating the Creator's works. Perhaps 
thoſe mini ſtering ſpirits, ho rejoice at the converſion of 
a ſinner, and hold up the goings of the righteous, 
may follow us to the lonely receſs; and, even in gur 
* MiiT. Par. Loft, b. IV. I. 677- | | 
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moſt ſolitary moments, bz our conſtant attendants.— 
What a pleaſing awe is awakened by ſuch a reflection! 
How venerable it renders my retired walks! I am ſtruck 
with reverence, as under the roof of ſome ſa-cred 
edifice, or in the preſence-chamber of ſome mighty mo- 
narch.—O! may I never bring any pride of imagi- 
nation, nor indulge the leaſt di — Rection, where 
ſuch 8 and 7 intellgenees exerciſe their 
dat 
is poſlible, that 1 am encompaſſed with fuch 2 
cows of witneſſes; but it is certain, that Gop, the 
Minito eternal Gop, is now and ever with me. The 
ins HOVAH, before whom all the angelic armies 
pu eir heads, and veil their faces, ſurrounds me; 
me; pervades me. In Hi I live, move, 


and have my being.” —The whole world is his au- 


guſt temple ; and, in the moſt ſequeſtered corner, I ap- 
pear before his adorable Majeſty, no leſs than when ! 
worſhip in his houſe, or kneel at his 2Itar. In every 
e, therefore, let me pay him the homage, of 2 
cart, cleanſed from idols, and devoted to his ſervice. 


In ev circumſtance, let me feel no ambition, _y to 
_ pleaſe ; nor covet any happineſs, but to eny 
5 How ſublime is the > etrpeion,” and how 2 


the ſentiment, in that noble ge of the palme 
Whither ſhall I go 7 ; Eg or whither hall I flee 
from 2 — — a b up into the heights of hea- 
art there 1 in light. If I go down to 

the depths of the grave, thou art there alſo in thy pavilion 
of darkneſs. If 1 retire to the remoteſt ped. climes, 
where the morning firſt takes wing: if, ſwifter than the 
darting ray, I paſs to the oppoſite regions of the welt, 
and remain in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea * : ſhall I, in 
Wes | that 


5. Pal. exxxix. 7 8.9. There is, 1 think, an additional 
ſtrength and beauty in the thought, if, with the learned Mr 
Mudge, we ſuppoſe an antitheſis between che two clauſes of fr 
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that diſtant ſituation, be beyond thy reach; or, by 
this ſudden tranſition, eſcape thy notice! So far from 
it, that could I, with one glance of thought, tranſ- 

rt myſelf beyond all the bounds of creation; I 

ould ſtill be encircled with the immenſity of thy eſ- 
ſence; or rather, ſtill be incloſed in the hollow of thy 
hand. —Awful, yet delightful truth! Let it be inter- 
woven with every thought! and become one with the 
very conſcio s of my exiſtence! that I may conti- 
nually <oalk with GOD, and conduct myſelf, in every 
ny 1 my behaviour, © as ſceing HIM that is invi- 

They are the happy perſons ; felicity, true felicity, is 
all their own ; who live under an habitua! ſenie of 
God's omnipreſence, and a ſweet perſuaſion of his 
ſpecial love. If dangers threaten, their unpregnable 
defence is at hand. Nothing can be ſo near to terrify, 
as their almighty Guardian to ſecure them.—To theſe 
the hours can never be tedious ; and it is impoſſible 
for them to be alone. Do they ſtep aide from the 
occupations of animal life? A more exalted ſet of em- 
ployments engage their attention. They addreſs 
themſelves, in all the various acts of devotion, to their 
heavenly Father; whonow ſees in ſecret, and will higreaftcr 
reward them openly. They ſpread all their wants before 
his indulgent eye, and gdaſburden all their ſorrows into 
his compaſſionate boſom. Do they withdraw from hu- 
man ſociety ? They find themſelves under the more 
immediate regards of their Maker. If they reſign 
the ſatisfactions of ſocial intercourſe, it is to cultivate 
a correſpondence with the condeſcending Drirv, and 
taſte the pleaſures of divine friendſhip. What is ſuch 
2 tate, but the very ſuburbs of heaven? What is ſuch 
a conduct, but an antepaſt of eternal bleſſedneſs? 


laſt verſe, as there evidently is between thoſe of the preceding; 
and that they expreſs, in a poetical ſtyle, the extremities of the 
eaſt and the weſt. | 
: R 3 Now, 
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Now, my ſoul, the day is ended. The hours are all 
fled. They are fled to the fupreme Judge, and have 
given in their evidence ; an evidence regiſtered in hea- 
ven! and to be produced at the great audit. Happy they 
whoſe improvement has kept pace with the — 
minutes; who have ſeized the important fugitives, 
engaged them in the purſuit of wiſdom, or devoted them 
to the ſervice of virtue. 

Fugitives indeed they are. Our moments flip a+ 
way tilently and inſenſibly. The thief ſteals not more 
unperceived from the pillaged houſe.— And will the 
runagates never ſtop? No: where-ever we are, how- 
ever employed, time purſues his inceſſant courſe. 
Though ve are liſtleſs and dilatory ; the great meaſu- 
rer of our days preſſes on; ftill preſſes on, in his un- 
wearied career * ; and whirls our weeks, and months, 
and years away.—ls it not then ſurpriſingly ſtrange, to 
hear people complain of the tediou/ſneſs of their time, 
and how heavy it hangs upon their hands? to ſee them 
contrive a variety of amuſing artifices, to accelerate 
its flight, and get rid of fts burden ? Ah! thoughtleſs 
mortals | Why need you urge the headlong torrent? 
Your days are fwifter than a p; which, carrying dif- 
FRI of the laſt importance, with unremitted 

ours the road. They paſs away like the nimble his; 
which have the wind in their wings, and ſkim along 
the watery plain. They haſten to their deſtined pen: 
od, with the rapidity of an eagle; which leaves the 
ſtormy blaſt behind her, while the cleaves the air, and 
darts upon her prey}. * 

Now the day is gone, how Short it appears! When 

. w 


Sed fugit interea, fugit irreparabile tempug. Vin. 


+ Je ix. 25. 26. By theſe three very expreſive images, 

the inſpired poet repreſengs the unintermitted and rapid flight 

of time. The paſſage is illuſtrated with great judgment, _ 
| | eq 
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my fond eye beheld it in perſpective, it ſeemed a v 
conſiderable ſpace. —— eg, n 8 
and hours ranged behind hours, exhibited an ex enſive 
draught, and flattered me with a long progreſſion of 
pleaſures. But, upon a retreſpective view, how won- 
derfully is the ſcene altered! The landſcape, large and 
ſpacious, which a warm fancy drew, brought to the 
teſt of cool experience, ſhrinks into a ſpan. Juſt as 
the ſhores vanith, and mountains dwandle to a ſpot, 
when the ſailor, ſurrounded by ſkies and ocean, throws 
his laſt look on his native land. How clearly do I 
now diſcover the cheat! May it never impoſe upon my 
unwary imagination again: I find, there is nothing 
abiding on this fide eternity. A ung duration, in 2 
ſtate of finite exiſtence, is mere illuſion. 
Perhaps, the healthy, and the gay, may not readily 
credit the ſerious truth; eſpecially from a young pen, 
and new to its employ, Let us then refer ourſelves to 
the deciſion of the ancient. Aſk ſome venerable old 
perſon, who is juſt marc off the mortal ſtage, 
How many have been the days of the years of thy life *? 
It was a monarch's queſtion, and therefore can want 
no recommendation to the faſhionable world. Ob- 
ſerve, how he ſhakes his hoary locks, and from a deep- 
felt conviction replies; Fourſcore years have ſiniſhed 
their rounds, to furrow theſe , and clothe 
* this head in ſnow. Such a term may ſeem long and 
large to inconſiderate youth, But O how hort, 
« how ſcanty, to one that has made the experiment! 
Short, as a gleam of tranſient ſunſhine; ſcanty, as 


equal delicacy, in Dr Grey's moſt 1 abridgment of 
Schultens, — Pug tribus in elementis velociſſema, hic admirabili 
cum emphaſi congeruntur. In terris, nil pernicius curſore, et 
Juidem leti quid ferente. Rapidius tamen adhuc undas, non ſe- 


cant, ſed ſupervolant, navigiola papyro contexta, Omnium ra- 
Pidiſime azrem grandibus alis permetitur aquila, precigjti lapſu 


ruens in predam. 
* Gen, xlvii. 8. Heb. Bib, ; 
R 4 (e the 
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„ the ſhadow that departeth. Methinks, it was but 
2 e ſports, for man- 
8 y exerciſes ; and now I am reſigning them both, for 
ec the ſleep of death. As ſoon as we are born, we be- 
« gin to draw to our end; and how ſmall is the inter- 
tc val between the cradle and the tomb! -O! may we 
believe this teſtimony of mature age! May every 
evening bring it, with clearer evidence, to our minds ! 
And may we form ſuch an eſtimate of the little pit- 
tance, while it is upon the advancing hand, as we (hall 
certainly make, when the ſands are all run down ! 
Let me add one reflection on the work to be done, 
while this ſhuttle is flying through the loom “. A 
work of no ſmall difficulty, yet of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence '—-Haſt thou not ſeen, haſt thou not known, 
the excellent of the earth, who were living images of 
their Maker? His divine liteneſt was transfuſed into 
their hearts, and beamed forth in all their conduct; 
beamed forth in meekneſs of wiſdom, and purity of 
affection ; in all the tender offices of love, and all the 
noble efforts of zeal. To be ſtamped with the ſame 
beautiful ſignature, and to be followers of them, as 
they were of CHRIST H; thzs, this is thy buſineſs. On 
the accompliſhment of this, thy eternal all depends. 
And will an affair of fuch unſpeakable weight admit 
of a moment's delay, or confi with the leaſt remiſſ- 
neſs ?—Eſpecially, fince much of thy appointed time 
is already elapſed ; and the remainder is a// —— 
fave only that it is in the very act to fly.—Or ſuppoſe, 
thou hadſt made a covenant with the grave, and waſt 
aſſured of reaching the age of Methu/elah ; how ſoon 
would even ſuch a leaſe expire Extend it, if you 
pleaſe, ſtill farther ; and let it be ca- exiſtent with nature 
itſelf. How inconſiderable is the addition! For yet 
2a very little while, and the commiſſioned archangel 
lifts up his hand to heaven, and fwears by the al- 


My days are ſwiſt er than a weaver's ſbuttle, Job vii. 6. 
| mighty 
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mighty name, That time ſhall be no longer *. Then 
abuſed opportunities will never return; and new o 
portunities will never more be offered. Then, ſho 


* This alludes to the beginning of Revelations the xth ; 
which, abſtracted from its — meaning, and conſidered 
only as a ſtately piece of machinery, well deſexves our attention; 
and, I will venture to ſay, has not its ſuperior, perhaps not 
its equal, in any of the moſt celebrated maſters of Greece and 
Rome.—A1l that is gloomy or beautiful in the atmoſphere, all 
that is ſtriking or magnificent in every element, is taken to 
heighten the idea. Yet nothing is diſproportionate ; but an 
uniform air of incfable majeſty greatens, exalts, ennobles the 
whole.—Be pleaſed to obſerve the a/pe# of this auguſt perion- 
age. All the brightneſs of the ſun 1 in his countenance; 
and all the rage of the fire burns in his fect.— See his apparel. 
The clouds compoſe his robe, and the drapery of the iky 
floats upon his ſhoulders. The rainbow forms his diadem; and 
that which ** compaſſeth the heaven with a glorious circle,“ 
is the ornament of his head,—Bebold his attitude. One foot 
ſtands on the ocean, the other reſts on the land The wide-ex- 
tended earth, and the world of waters, ſerve as pedeſtals for 
thoſe mighty columns. — Conſider the action. His hand is 
lifted up to the height of the ſtars, He ſpeaks; and the re- 
gions of the firmament echo with the mighty accents, as the 
midnight-deſert reſounds with the lion's roar. The artillery 
of the ſkies is diſcharged at the fignal ; a peal of ſevenfold 
thunders ſpreads the alarm, and prepares the univerſe to re- 
ccive his orders. To finiſh all, and give the higheſt grandeur, 
as well as the utmoſt ſolemnity, to the repreſentation, hear the 
decree that iſſues from his mouth. He ſwears by H IM chat 
liveth for ever and ever. In whatever manner ſo majeſtic a 
perſon had expreſſed himſelf, he could not fail of commandin 

univerſal attention, But when he confirms his ſpeech by a — 
ſacred and inviolable oath, we are not only wrapt in ſilent ſuſ- 
penſe, but overwhelmed with the profoundeſt awe.— He ſwears, 
That time ſball be no longer. Was ever voice ſo full of terror; 


. ſo big with wonder ? It proclaims, not the fall of empires, bur 


the final period of things. It ſtrikes off the wheels of nature; 
bids ages and generations ceaſe to roll; and, with one potent 
word, conſigns a whole world over to diſſohution.—This is one 
among a multitude of very ſublime and mafterly firokes, to 
de found in that too much neglected book—the BInLx. 


negligent 
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bear the folly; forbear the deſperate extravaganc 
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— mortals wifi wiſh ever fo — (oer 
2 few hours—a few moments only—to be wn 
ing eternity; thouſands of worlds 
would not be able to procure the grant. 

Shall I now be induſtrious to ſhorten what is no 
longer than a ſpan, or to quicker the pace of what is 
ever on the wing? Shall I ſquander away what is 
unutterably important, while it laſts; and, when once 
departed, is altogether irrevocable? O! my ſoul, for- 
e. 
Wilt thou chide as a loiterer, the arrow that boundeth 
from the ſtring; or ſweep away diamonds, as the re- 
fuſe of thy houſe ?—Throw time away | Aſtoniſhing, 
ruinous, irreparable profuſeneſs! Throw empires away, 
and be blameleſs. But O! be parſimonious of thy 
days; huſband thy precious. hours. "They go connect- 
ed, indiflolubly connected, with heaven or hell *. 
Improved, they are a ſure pledge of everlaſting glo- 
ry ; waſted, they are a fad preface to never-ending con- 


fuſion and anguiſh. 


War a profound filence has compoſed the world! 


So profound is the ſilence, that my very breath ſeems a 
noiſe ; the ticking of my watch is diſtinctly heard; if 
I do but ſtir, it creates a diſturbance. — There is now 
none of that confuſed din from the tumultuous city; 


I remember to have ſeen, upon a ſun-dial in a phyſician's 
garden at Northampton, the following inſcription ; which, I 


think, is the moſt proper motto for the inſtrument that mea- 


ſures our time, and the moſt friking admonition that can poſ- 
ſibly be preſented to every eye. | 


As HOC MOMENT®O PENDET Z/ETERNITAS. 


The weighty ſenſe of which, I know not how to expreſs in 
Engliſh, more happily than in thoſe words of Dr Watts : 


Good God! on what a fender thread 
[Or, on what a moment of time] 
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no voice of jovial ruſtics from the A mea- 
n— no chi melody from the icket,— 

ery lip is gg Not the leaſt hier, invades the 
272 — the leaſt motion ruſtles among the boughs. 
Echo herſelf fleeps unmoleſted. The expanded ear, 


though all attention, catches no ſound, but the liquid 
lapſe of a diſtant murmuring ſtream. - 


All things are huſ#d, as nature's ſelf lay dead. 


If, in the midſt of this deep and univerſal compo- 
fare, ten thouſand bellowing thunders ſhould burſt o- 
ver my head, and rend the ſkies with their united vol- 
leys; how ſhould 1 bear ſo unexpected a ſhock ? It 
would ſtun my ſenſes, and confound my thoughts. 
I ſhould ſhudder in every limb; perhaps fink to the 


_ earth with terror.—Conſider then, O mortals! confi- 


der the much more prodigious and amazing call, which 
will, ere long, alarm your fleeping — When the 
tenants of the tomb have ſlumbered, in the moſt un- 
diſturbed repoſe, for a multitude of what an in- 
conceivable conſternation muſt the 7 wh of the arch- 
angel, and the trump of Aer occaſion! Will it not 
wound the ear of and affright, even to 
diſtraction, the impeni — fanerf The dous 
peal will ſound crouch the vaſt of heaven ; will ſhake 
the foundations of nature; and even the deep- 
eſt receſſes of the grave. And how—O! how will the | 
priſoners of divine juſtice be able to endure that tre- 

mendous ſummons to a far more tremendous tribunal ? 
—Do thou, my ſoul, liſten to the il vaice of the 
goſpel. Attend, in this thy — to the Ry in- 
vitations of thy Saviour. that great mid - 
night - ry loſe its horror, and be = m thy ears. It 
W_ be 2 to thy reviving clay, as the tidings 

o the dun — K ; mu the year of ju- 
bier to 2 ſlave. be its 
Fig import ; * Awake, and d fog ye that dwell in 
2 * 


»I. xxvi. 19. WHAT 
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Wnar a general - ceſſation of affairs has this duſky 
hour introduced! A little while ago, all was hurry, 
hurry. - Life and activity exerted themſelves in a thou- 
ſand buſy forms. The city ſwarmed with paſſing and 
repaſſing multitudes. All the country was ſweat and 
duſt. The air floated in perpetual agitation, by the 
flitting birds, and humming bees. Art fat prying with 
her piercing eyes; while Induſtry plied her reſtleſs hands. 
—But fee, how all this fervent and impetuous buſtle 
is fled with the ſetting ſun. The beaſts are ſlunk to 
their grafly couch ; and the winged people are retired 
to their downy neſts. The hammer has reſigned its 
ſounding taſk, and the file ceaſes to repeat its flying 
touches. Shut is the well-frequented ſhop, and its 
threſhold no longer worn by the feet of numerous 
cuſtomers. The village-fwain lies drowned in ſlum- 
bers ; and even his truſty dog, who, for a conſiderable 
time, ſtood centry at the door, is extended at his eaſe, 
and ſnores with his maſter. In every place To reclines 
her head, and Application folds her arms. All intereſts 
ſeem to be forgot ; all purſuits are ſuſpended ; all em- 
ployment is funk away, ſunk away with thoſe fluttering 
mynads, which lately ſported in theſun's departing rays. 
—”Twhke the ſabbath of univerſal nature; or as — h 
the pulſe of life ſtood ſtill. | 
Thus will it be with our ipfinitely momentous con- 
cerns, when once the ſhadows of the evening (that long 
evening which follows the footſteps of death !) are 
trete bed over us. The dead cannot ſeek unto Gop; 
the living, the living alone, are poſſeſſed of this ine- 
ſtimable opportunity *, © There is no work or de- 
vice, no repentance or amendment, in the grave f, 


„ whither 


* Behold! now is the accepted time. Behold ! now is the day 
of ſalvation. 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
Haſte, haſte, he lies in wait, he's at the door, 
Inſidious death ! ſhou'd his ſtrong hand arreſt, 
No compoſition ſets the pris ner free, | 
+ They who are gone down to che grave, are _— 


on the NIGHT. 269 


« whither we all are haſting.“ When once that ci 
ſcene is advanced, we ſhall have no other part to 205 
on this earthly theatre. Then, the ſluggard, who has 
ſlumbered away life in a criminal inactivity, muſt he 
down in hopeleſs diſtreſs, and everlaſting ſorrow. 
Then that awful doom will take place, He that is 
« holy, let him be holy ſtill ; and he that is f, let 
« him be filthy for ever.“ | 

Is it ſo, my ſoul? Is this the only, only time allotted 
for obtaining the great reward, and making thy falva- 
tion ſure? And art thou lulled in a vain ſecurity, or 
dreaming in a ſupine inadvertency? . Start, O! ſtart 
from thy trance. Gird up the loins of thy mind, and 
work while it is day. Improve the preſent ſeed-time, 
that eternity may yield a joyful harveſt. We eſpecially, 
who are watchmen in Jſrael, and miniſters of the glo- 
rious goſpel ; may we be awakened, by this conſidera- 
tion, to all aſſiduity in our holy office. Some or other 
of our people are ever and anon departing into the invi- 
ſible ſtate; all our friends are making incefſant ap- 


(1, xxxviii. 11.) by the phraſe, A N rendered by Vi- 
tringa, Thoſe that inhabit the land of intermiſſion or eden — 
Which prevents all appearance of tautolagy in the ſentence; 
and is, I think, a valuable improvement of the tranſlation; as 
it conveys an idea, not only diſtin from the preceding, but 
of a very poetical and very afflicting nature; ſuch as was per- 
fectly natural for the royal ſinger, and royal ſufferer to dwell 
upon, in his deſponding moments. Thus interpreted the ſenſe 
will run; “ 7 ball ſee man no more; I ſhall be cut off from 
* the chearful ways of men, and all the ſweets of human ſo- 
« ciety. And, what is a farther aggravation of the threaten- 
„ 6d ſtroke, 7 /ball, its taking place, be numbered with 
„ thoſe that inherit the of ceſſation and inactivity; where 
there will be no more poſſibility of contributing to the hap- 
*« pineſs of my kingdom, no more opportunity of advancing 
* my Creator's glory, or of making my own final ſalvation 
*« ſure.” - A ſentiment like this is grand, important, and full 
of benevolence ; removes all [ſuſpicion of unbecoming pruſilla- 


nimity, and does the higheſt honour to the monarch's charac- 
ter, 


4 


proaches 


> 


270 CONTEMPLATIONS 


proaches to their long home; and we our/elves ſhall ve- 
ry ſhortly be tranſmitted to the confinement of the 
tomb. 765i, is the favourable juncture, wherein alone 
we can contribute to theirendleſs welfare. This is the 
cxiſis, the all-impartant cri, of their final felicity. 
Inſtantly, therefore, let us pour in our wholeſome in- 
ſtructions; inſtantly let us ply them with our earneſt 
exhortations. A moment's delay may be an irrepa- 
rable loſs ; may be irretrievable ruin. While we pro- 
craſtinate, a fatal ſtroke may intervene ; and place us 
beyond the power of adminiſtering, or place them be- 
youd all poſhbility of receiving, any ſpiritual good *. 


frequently is the face of nature Pl, 94 and, 
by ing, made more eprezable /—— Lhe long - 
ſhades of evening doubly welcome. Nor does 
the morn ever purple che eaſt with ſo engaging a luſtre, 
as after the gloom of a dark and diſmal night.—At 
preſent, a calm of tranquillity is ſpread through the 
univerſe. The weary winds have forgot to blow. The 
gentle gales have fanned themſelves aſleep. Not ſo 

much as a ſingle leaf nods. Even the quivering afpin 
reſts. And nat one breath curls der the ſtream.—Some- 
times, on the contrary, the tempeſt ſummons all the 
forces of the air; and pours itſelf, with reſiſtleſs fury, 
from the angry north. The whole is toſ- 


How 


18 


ſed into tumultuous confuſion, and the watery world is 
heaved to the clouds. The aſtoniſhed mariner, and 
bis ſtraining veſſel, now ſcale the rolling mountain, 
and hang dreadfully viſible on the broken ſurge; now 


The caſe repreſented by the prophet (1 Kings xx. 40.) 
ſeems perfectly applicable on this occaſion. As thy ſervant 
was buſy here and there, he was gene. So, while we are either 
remiſs in our function, or laying ourſelves out upon inferior 
cares, the pe of our charge may be gone; — gone beyond 
the influence of our counſels, beyond the reach of our prayers; 

' —gone into the unchangeable and eternal ſtate, 
ſhoot, 
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ſhoot, with headlong impetuoſity, into the ya 

gulf; and neither hulk nor maſt is ſeen. I — 
tweeps over the continent; raves along the city- ſtreets; 
ſtruggles through the foreſt-boughs ; and terrifies the 
ſavage nations with a howl, more wildly horrid than 
their own. The knotty oaks bend beforg the blaſt; 
their iron trunks groan ; and their ſtubborn limbs are 
daſhed to the d. The lofty dome rockss. and 
even the ſolid tower totters on its baſis. 

Such variations are kindly contrived, and with an 
evident condeſcenſion to the fickleneſs of our taſte. 
Becauſe a perpetual repetition of the ſame objects would 
create ſatiety and diſguſt ; therefore the indulgent Fa- 
ther of our race has diverſified the univerſal ſcene, 
and bid every -appearance wg. Far ri ns 99> 
novelty.—This circumſtance is cial, as well as en- 
tertaming. Providence, ever gracious to mortals, ever 
intent upon promoting our felicity, has taken care to 
mingle, in the conſtitution of things, what is pleaſing 
to our imagination, with what is ſerviceable to our 
intereſts. The piercing — and 21 aſpect of 
be render the balm ſcenes 

ring, peculiarly dell. At the 59 time, 
| he} cen froſts mellow the ſoil, and prepare it tor the 
hand of Induftry. The ruſhing rains mods e the 
lebe, and fit it to become a ma 
he earth. i is a great laboratory; an Detembe?'s a 
collects the groſs materials, which are /ubl:mated by 
the — of Mo. The air is a pure elaſtic 
fluid; and were it always to remain in hig motion- 
leſs ſerenity, it would loſe much of its active ſpring; 
was it never agitated by thoſe wholeſome concuſſions, 
it would contract a noiſome, perhaps, a peſtitential 
taint. In which caſes, our reſpiration, inſtead of 
purifying, would corrupt the vital juices ; inſtead of 
ſupplying us with refreſhment, would be a ſource of 
bas, or every gaſp we draw, might be — 
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able death *.—How then ſhould we admire, how 
ſhould we adore, that happy union of b-nignity and 


wiſdom ; which, from a wr q of diſpenſations, pro- 


duces an uniformity of good! produces a perpetual 


ſucceſſion of delights, and an uninterrupted ſeries of 


advantages! 9 
The darkneſs is now at its height; and I cannot but 


admire the obliging manner of its taking place. It 


comes not with a blunt and abrupt incivility, but 
makes gentle and reſpectful advances. A precipitate 
tranſition, from the ſplendors of day, to all the hor- 
rors of midnight, would be inconvenient and fright- 
ful. It w bewilder the traveller in his journey ; 
it would ſtrike the creation with amazement ; and, 
aps, be pernicious to the organs of fight. There- 
re the gloom ruſhes not upon us inſtantaneouſly, 


but increaſes by flow degrees; and, ſending twilight 


before as its harbinger, decently advertiſes us of its ap- 


proach. | By this means, we are neither alarmed, nor 


incommoded, by the change; but are able to take all 


ſuitable and timely meaſures for its reception. Thus 


graciouſly has Providence regulated, not only the 


* Conſidering the immenſe quantity of coals, and other 
combuſtible matcrials, which are daily conſumed, and evapo- 
rate into the air; conſidering the numberleſs ſteams, and 
clouds of ſmoke, which almoſt continually overwhelm populous 


cities; the noiſome exhalations, which ariſe from thronged in- 


firmaries and loathſome jails, from flagnating lakes and putrid 


- fens ;—the variety of offenſive and unwholeſome effluvia, which 


proceed from other cauſes ;—it is a very remarkable inſtance 


- offa Providence, at once tenderly kind, and infinitely powerful, 
that mankind is not /uffecated with ſtench ; that the air is not 


chched with filth. —The air is the common ſewer, into which ten 
thouſaad times ten thouſand nuiſances areincAantly diſcharged; 


yet it is. preſerved ſo thoroughly clear, as to afford the moſt 


tranſparent: medium for viſion ; ſo delicately undulatory, as to 
tranſmẽt, with all imaginable diſtinctneſa, every diverſity of ſound; 
ſo perfectly pure, as to be the conſtant refiner of the fluids, in 
every animal that breathes. | 


grand 
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rand viciſſitudes of the ſeaſons, but alſo the common 
interchanges of light and darkneſs, with an apparent 
reference to our comfort. ay 
Now the fierce inhabitants of the fore/? forſake 
their dens. A thouſand grim forms, a thouſand 
growling monſters, pace the deſert. Death is in their 
jaws, while, ſtung with hunger, and athirſt for blood, 
they roam their nightly rounds, — Unfortunate the 
traveller, who is overtaken by the night, in thoſe diſ- 
mal wilds! How muſt he ſtand aghalt at the min- 
gled yell of ravenous throats, and lions roaring after 
their prey | Defend him, propitious heaven! or elfe 
he muſt ſee his endearing ſpouſe, and hail his native 
home, no more —Now the prowling wolf, like a 
murderous ruſſian, dogs the ſhepherd's footſteps, and 
beſets his bleating charge. The fox, like a crafty fe- 
lon, ſteals to the thatched cottage, and carries off the 
feathered booty. | [+ 
Happy for the world, were theſe the only deſt. oy- 
ers that walk in darkneſs. But, alas! there are. ſa- 
vages in human ſhape, who, muffled in ſhades, infeſt 
the abodes of civilized life. The ſons of violence 
make choice of this ſeaſon *, to perpetrate the moſt 
outrageous acts of wrong and 8 The adulte- 
rer waiteth for the twilight; and, baſer than the vil- 


lain on the highway, betrays the honour of his bo- 


ſom- friend. Now Faction forms her cloſe cabals, and 
whiſpers her traiterous inſinuations. Now Rebellion 
plans her accurſed plots, and prepares the train to 
blow a nation into ruin. Now crimes which hide 
their odious heads in the day, haunt the ſeats of ſociety, 
and ſtalk through the gloom with audacious front. Now 
the vermin of the /terws crawl from their lurking-holes, 
to wallow in fin, and ſpread contagion through the 


* — — — When night 
Darkens the ſtrects, then wander forth the ſons 
Of Belial, flown with inſolence and wine. ML r. 
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night : each ſoothing himſelf with the fond notion, 
that all is ſafe ; ther] no eye ſees. 

Are they then concealed ? Prepoſterous  macimen | 
to draw the curtain between their infamons practices, 
and a little fet of mortals ; but lay them open to all 
theſe chaſte and wateful eyes of heaven *] as though 
the moon and ſtars were — to light men to their 
reyels, and not to GO D.— Are they then concealed ? 
No, truly. Was every one of theſe Ligilant lumina- 
ries cloſed ; an eye keener than the lightning's flaſh, an 
eye brighter than ten thouſand ſuns, beholds their c- 

motion. Their thickeſt ſhades are — 9 
day ih to the jealous Inſpector, and ſupreme Judge 
of human actions.—Deluded creatures! have 
not heard, have ye not read, that clouds and 
« neſs are HIS majeſtic. refidence jt?” In that very 
gloom, to which you fly for covert, he erects his 
throne. What you reckon your /creen, is the bar of 

» his tribunal. O! remember this! ſtand in awe; and 
fin not. Remember, that the great and terrible Gop 
is about your path ||, when you take your midnight- 
range; is abeut your bed, when you indulge the looſe 
deſire; and ſpies out all your — 2 — 2 15 ever ſo ſe- 
cretly conduc or artfully diſguiſed 


Sed luna videt, fed fidera teftes 
Intendunt oculos. 

+} This is finely, and very forcibly exprefitd by thi e palit 
I T fay, Peradventure the dare ſhall cover me ; then ſball 
my night be turned ta day : or, as it may be rendered ſomewhat 
mare empharically, Even the night ſhall be broad day-light ali a- 
round me. Pſal. cxxxix. 10. 

1 Pſal. xcvii. 2. 


"A The Original words are much ſtronger than the tranſlation, 


Pry and Fee fignify, Thou e my path, and art in- 
timately acquainted with all my ways: the former, I apprehend, 
denoting the exe cogniſance which the Almighty taketh, the 
latter — 9 the conflant inſpection which he exerciſeth, o- 
ver all the circumſtances of cur conduct. FI cxxxix. 2. 


SoM 
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| 
Sox minutes ago, a paſſenger eroſſed along the | 
road. His horſe's foot ftruck the ground, and fetch- | 
ed fire from a flint. My eye, tho' at a diſtance, catch- | 
ed the view; and ſaw, with great clearneſs, the tran- | 
ſient ſparkles: of which, had I been ever ſo near, I 
ſhould not have diſcerned the /ea/? glimpſe, under the 
blaze of day.—So *, when ficknets has drawn a ve:/ 
over the gaiety of our hearts; when misfortunes have 
eclipſed the ſplendor of our outward circumitances; 
how many important convictions preſent themſelves with 
the brighteſt evidence]! Under the ſunſhine of proſpe- 
rity, they lay undiſcovered ; but, when ſome inter- 
vening cloud has darkened the ſcene, they = 
from their obſcurity, and even glitter npon our minds; 
Then, the world, that deluſive cheat, confeſſes her 
emptineſs: but Jz=svs, the bright and Morning-ſtar, 
beams forth with inimitable luſtre. Then, vice loſes 
all her fallacious allurements ; that painted ftrampet is 
horrible, as the hags of hell: but v:!7tze, deſpiſed vir- 
tue, gains lovelineis from a louring providence, an a 
treads the ſhades with more than mortal charms. | 
May this reconcile me, and all the ent of forrow, to 
our appointed ſhare of fuffering ! If tribulation tend - 
to diſſipate the inward darkneſs, and pour” heayenly 
day upon our minds; welcome diftrels ; welcome 
dulappointment ; welcome whatever our froward fleſh, 


* I beg leave to inform the young gentleman, whoſe name 
dignifies my dedication, that this was a remark of his honour- 
cd /ather, when we rode together, and converſed in a, duſky 

| hom mention this circumſtance, partly to ſecure the pa- 
ragraph from contempt ; partly to give him, and the world, 
an idea of that eminently {crious taſte/which diſtinguiſhed my 
deceaſed friend. The le/5 cbviaus the reflection, the mote clear- 
ly it diſcovers a turn of mind remarkably ſpiritual ; which 

_ would ſuffer nothing to efcape, without yielding ſome religious 
improvement. The meaner the incident, the more admirable 
was that fertility of imagination, which-conld-d:duce the {ub- 
limeſt truths from the moſt _ OCCUrTenees. 
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* 


or peeviſh paſſions, would miſcall calamities. Theſe 
light afflitions, which are but for a moment, ſhall fit 
eaſy upon our ſpirits; fince they befriend our know- 
ledge ; promote our faith; and ſo work out for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory &.“ 


How has this darkneſs ſnatched every ſplendid and 
graceful object from my ſight! It has daſhed the ſpon 
over the pictures of ſpring, and deſtroyed all the deli- 
cate diſtinctiont of things. Where are now the fine 
tinges, which ſo lately charmed me from the r g 

? The bluſh is ſtruck out from the cheeks of 
the roſe, and the ſnowy hue is dropt from the lily. 1 
caſt my eyes toward a magnificent ſeat ; but the aſpi- 
ring columns, and fair-expanded front, are mingled 
in rude confuſion. Without the ſun, all the elegance 
of the blooming world is a mere blank ; all the ſym- 
metry of architecture is a ſhapeleſs heap. 

Is not this an expreſſive emblem of the lovelineſs, 
which the Sun of Righteouſneſs transfuſes into all that 
is amiable? Was it not for |: sus, and his merits ; I 
ſhould ſigh with anguiſh of ſpirit ; even while I rove 
through ranks of the moſt beautiful lowers, or breathe 
midi a wilderneſs of ſweets. Was it not for IESUs, 
and his merits; I ſhould roam like ſome diſcanſalate 


2 Cor iv. 17. The great Stephens, that oracle of Grecian 
learning, tranſlates za# vryfoexm, Nu“ð§,nihil majus dici aut fing! 
poteff. But how does the ſenſe riſe ! how is the idea enlarged, 
under t᷑uo ſuch forcible expreſſions xa?” orig d urig. 
The whole verſe is a maſterpiece of the beautiful antitheſis, the 
lively deſcription, and the nervous diftion. It is one of thoſe 
exquiſite pafſages in the inſpired writings, which, like ſome 
rich aromatic plants, cannot be transferred from their own ge- 
nerous and native ſoil, without being impaired in their vivacity, 
and loſing much of their delicacy.. Perhaps, the following 
verſion may be ſomewhat leſs injurious to the ſacred original, 
than the common tranſlation ;—0ur very light afflition, which 
is but Juft for the preſent moment, worketh out a far more ex- 
ceeding, an incomparably great, and eternal weight of glory. 
N ſpectre, 
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fpectre, even through the ſmiles of creation, and the 
carefles- of fortune, My converſation in this world, 
though dreſſed in the moſt engaging forms of external 
pleaſure, would be like the paſſage of a condemned ma- 
lefactor, through enamelled meadows, and bowers of 
bliſs, to be broke upon the wheel, or to expire on the 
rack, But a daily reflection on the Lams*s atoning 
blood; a comfortable truſt, that my ſoul is reconciled 
through this divine expiation ; this 1s the ray, the 
golden ray, which irradiates the face of the univerſe. 
This is the oi of beauty, which makes all things wear 
2 chearful afpect ; and the oi of g/adneſs, which diſ- 
poſes the ſpectator to behold them with delight *. This, 
this is the ſecret charm, which teaches nature, in all 
her proſpects and all her productions, ſo exquiſitely to 
pleaſe, 


„Max goeth forth to his work, and to his labour, 
till the evening.“ But then his ſtrength fails; his 
ſpirits flag ; and he ſtands in need, not only of ſome 
reſpite from toil, but of ſome kindly and ſovereign 
refreſhments.—What an admirable proviſion for this 
purpoſe is /eep/ Sleep introduces a molt welcome va- 


* Thus applied, that fine piece of flattery, addreſſed to the 
Heathen emperor, is ſtrictly and literally true. 


w_/ultus ubi tuus 


Afulſit populo, gratior it dies, | | 
Et ſoles melius nitent. HorarT. 


Which I would caſt in a Chriſtian mould, and thus tranſlate : 
When faith preſents the Saviour's death, 
And whiſpers, © This is thine ;” 
Sweetly my riſing hours advance, 
And peacefully decline. 
While ſuch my views, the radiant fun 
Sheds a more ſprightly ray; 8 
Each object ſmiles; all nature charms ; - 
I fing my cares away. * 
8 3 cation, 
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cation, both for the foul and body. The exerciſes of 
the brain, and the labours of the hand, are at once dif- 
continued. So that the weary: limbs repair their ex- 
hauſted vigour ; while the pen/rve thoughts drop their 
load of ſorrows, and the 52 ones reſt from the tatigue 
of application.—Moſt reviving cordial | equally bene- 
ficial to our animal and intellectual powers. It ſupples 
the fleſhly machine, and keeps all its nice movements 
in a proper poſture for we play. It animates the 

ing facultics with alacrity, and rekindles 


their ardar for the ſtudies of the dawn. Without theſe 


enlivening recruits, how ſoon would the moiſt robuſt 
conſtitutign be waſted into a walking fkeleton ; and the 
moſt learned ſage degenerate into a —— idiot Some 
time ago, I beheld, with ſurpriſe, poor Florio. His 
air was wild ; his countenance meagre ; his thoughts 
roving, and ſpeech diſconcerted. Inquiring the cauſe 
of this ſtrange alteration, I was informed, that, for 
ſeveral nights, he had not cloſed his eyes in ſleep. For 
want of which nob/e re/toratree, that ſprightly youth 
(who was once the life of the diſcourſe, — the darli 


of the company) is become a ſpectacle of miſery 
horror. : 


q | 1 | 

How many of my fellow. creatures are, at this very 
inſtant, conſined to the bed of languiſhing; and com- 
plaining, with that Aluſtrious ſufferer of old, Weariſeme 
nights are appointed to me*  Inftead of indulging ſoft 
repoſe, they are counting the tedious hours; telling 
every ſtriking clock; or meaſuring the very moments, 
by their thr bing pulſe. How many, haraſſed with 
pain, moſt paſſionately long to make ſome little truce 
with their agonies, in peaceful ſſumbers! How many, 
ſick with di/quietude, and reſtleſs even on their downy 
pillows, would purchaſe this tranſient oblivion of their 
woes, almoſt at any rate!—That which wealth cannot 
procure, which multitudes ſigh for in vain, thy Gop 


job vii. 3. 
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has beſtowed on thee, times out of number. The we- 
come viſitant, punctual at the needed hour, has enter- 
ed thy chamber, and poured his poppies round thy 
couch ; has gently clofed thy eye-lids, and thed his 
{lumberous dews over all thy ſenſes. | 

Since ſleep is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, ſo ineſtimably 
valuable, obſerve, what a fine apparatus almighty good- 
neſs has made, to accommodate us with the balmy bleſ- 
ſing. With how kind a precaution he removes what- 
ever might obſtruct its acceſs, or impede its influence! 


- He draws around us the curtain of darkneſs ; which 


inclines us to a drowſy indolence, and conceals may 
object that might too ſtrongly agitate the ſenſe. 
conveys peace into our apartments ; and impoſes ſilence 
on the whole creation. Every animal is bidden to 
tread ſoftly, or rather to ceaſe from its motion, when 
man is retiring to his repoſe, —May we not diſcern, in 
this gracious diſpoſition of things, the tender cares of 
a nurſing-mother ; who huſhes every noie, and fecludes 
every bance, when ſhe has laid the child of her 
love to reſt? So, by ſuch ſoothing circumſtances, and 
gently- working opiates, H the to his beloved, ſleep *. 

Another ſignal inſtance TI providence inteat upon 
our — k is, that we are preſerved ſafe in the 
hours of /umber. How are we then loſt to alt appre- 
henſion of danger, even though the murderer be at 
our bed- ſide, or his naked ſword at our breaſt! De- 
ſtitute of all concern for ourſelves, we are unable to 
think of, much more to provide for, our own ſecurity. 
At theſe moments, therefore, we lie open to innumer- 
able perils ; perils from the reſiſtleſs rage of flames; 
perils from the inſidious artifices of thieves, ' or the 
outrageous violence of robbers; perils from the irregular 
workings + of our own thoughts, and eſpecially Ra 
the incurſions of our ſpiritual enemy. 


What 
* Pſal. cxxvii. 2. 
+ I think, it is referable only to a ſoperintending and watch · 
5 2h ful 
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What dreadful miſchief might that reſtleſs, that im- 
placable — of mankind work, was there not an 
inviſible hand to control his rage, and protect poor 
mortals! What ſcenes of horror might he repreſent 
to our imaginations, and . ſcare us with dreams, or 
< terrify us with viſions ( But the Azeper of 1ſrael, 

| who 


ful providence, that we are not hurried into the moſt pernicious 


actions, when our imagination is heated, and our reaſon ſtu- 
pefied by dreams,—We have ſometimes heard of unfortunate 
perſons, who, walking in their ſleep, have thrown themſelves 
headlong from a window, and been daſhed to death on the 
bbles. And whence is it, that ſuch diſaſtrous accidents are 
only related as pieces of news, not experienced by ourſelves, 
or our families? Were our minds more ſober in their opera- 
tions, or more circumſpect in their regards? No, verily: no- 
thing could be more wild than their excurſions; and none 
could be more inattentive to their own welfare. Therefore, if 
we a laid us down, and flept in peace; it was, becauſe the 
LORD vouchfafed us the ſweet refreſhment : if we roſe again 
in ſaftey, it was, becauſe the LORD ſuftained us with his unre- 
mitted protection. 
. Will the candid reader excuſe me, if I add a ſhort ſtory, or 
rather a matter of fact, ſuitable to the preceding remark ?— 
Two perſons, who had been hunting together in the day, ſlept 
together the following night. One of them was renewing the 
purſuit in his dream ; and, having run the whole circle of the 
chace, came, at laſt, to the fall of the ſtag. Upon this, he 
cries out with a determined ardor, Pl} kill him, II kill him: 
and immediate ly feels for the knife, which he carried in his 
pocket. His companion happening to be awake, and obſer- 
ving what paſſed, leaped from the bed, Being ſecure from 
danger, and the moon ſhining into the room, he ſtood to view 
the event. When, to his inexpreſſible ſurpriſe, the infatuated 
ſportſman gave ſeveral deadly ſtabs, in the very place, where, 
a moment before, the throat and the life of his friend lay.— 
This I mention, as a proof, that nothing hinders us, even from 
being aſſaſſins of 2thers, or murderers of ourſelves, amidſt the mad 
ſallies of ſleep ; only the preventing care of our heavenly Father. 


* What a complete maſter that malignant ſpirit is in exhibiting 
viſionary repreſentations, appears from his conduct ny 
x HRIST, 
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who never ſlumbers nor ſleeps, interpoſes in our be- 
half; at once to cheriſb us under his wings, and to 
defend us as with a ſhield. —It is ſaid of Solomon, 
% That threeſcore valiant men were about his bed; all 
« expert in war; every one with his ſword upon his 
« thigh, becauſe of fear in the mght *.” But one 
greater than Solomon, one mightier than myriads of atm- 
ed hoſts; even the great IE Hõðjſ AH, in whom is ever- 
laſting ſtrength, he vouchſafes to encamp about our hou- 
ſes, to watch over our ſleeping minutes, and to ſtop all 
the avenues of 1ll.—O ! the unwearied and condeſcend- 
ing goodneſs of our Creator! who ls us to our 4ſt, 
by bringing on the ſilent thades ; and plants his own 
ever-watchtul eye as qur centine/, while we enjoy the 
needful repoſe, 


REASON, now, reſigns her ſedate office; and Fancy, 
extravagant fancy, leads the mind through a maze of 
vanity. The head is crouded with falſe images, and 
tantalized with the moit ridiculous miſapprehenſions 
of things. Some are expatiating amidſt Farry-fields, and 
gathering garlands of viſionary bliſs ; while their bo- 
dies are ſtretched on a wiſp of ſtraw, and ſheltered by 
the cobwebs of a barn. Others, quite inſenſible of 
their rooms of ſtate, are mourning in a- doleful dun- 
geon, or ſtruggling with the raging billows. Perhaps, 
with haſty ſteps, they climb the craggy cliff; and, with 
real anxiety, fly from the imaginary danger. Or elle, 
benumbed with ſudden fear, and finding themſelves 
unable to eſcape, they give up-at once their hopes and 
their efforts; and, though reclined on a couch of ivory, 
are ſinking, all helpleſs and diſtreſſed, in the furious 
whirlpool. So unaccountable are the vagaries of the 


CunIis r, on the high mountain: and that he is too ready, 
if not reſtrained by an over-ruling power, to employ his dex- 
terity in offli ting mankind, is evident his treatment of Jab. 
See Luke iv. 5. Job vii. 14. 
Cant. iii. 7. 8. a 
brain, 
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bran, while fleep maintains its dominion over the 
hmbs ! 

But 1s this the only feaſon, when abſurd and inco- 
herent irregularities play their magic on our minds ? 
Are there not thoſe who dream, even in their waking 
moments !—Some pride themſelves in a notion of ſu- 

ior excellency, becauſe the royal favour has annex- 
ed a tew ſplendid titles to their names; or becauſe the 
dying ſilkworm has bequeathed her fineſt threads to 
cover their nakedneſs. Others congratulate their own 
ſignal happineſs, becauſe loads of golden lumber are 
amaſſed together in their coffers; or promiſe them- 
ſelves a moſt ſuperlative felicity indeed, when ſome 
thouſands more are added to the uſeleſs heap. —Nor 
are there wanting others, who gape after ſubſtantial ſa- 
tisfaction from airy applauſe ; and flatter themſelves 
with, I know not what, unmortality in the momenta- 
ry buz of renown.—Are any of thete a whit more rea- 
fonable in their opinions, than the poor ragged wretch 
in his reveries ; who, while ſnoring under a hedge, 
exults in the poſſeſſion of his ſtately palace, and ſump- 


tuous furniture ?—lIf perſons, who are very vaſſals to 


their own domneering paſſions, and led captive by num- 
berleſs temptations ; if theſe perſons pique themſelves 
with a conceit of their liberty, and fancy themſelves 
the generous and gallant ſpirits of the age: where is 
the difference between theirs, and the madman's fren- 
zy; who, though chained to the floor, is throned in 
thought, and wielding an imaginary ſceptre ?—In a 
word, as many as borrow their dignity from a plume 
of feathers, or the gaudy trappings of fortune; as 
many as ſend their fouls to ſeek for bliſs in the blan- 
diſhments of ſenſe, or in any thing ſhort of the divine 
| favour, and a well-grounded hope of the incorrupti- 
ble inheritance * ; what are they but dreamers with 
their eyes open; delirious, though in health? 
* Theſe give a ſacred, and home · felt delight, 
A. ſober certainty of waking bliſs. ks On 
| ou 
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Would you ſee their picture drawn to the very life, 
and the fucceſs of their ſchemes calculated with the ut- 
moſt exactneſs; caſt your eye upon that fine repreſen- 
tation exhibited by the prophet: It ball be even as 
ohen a hungry man dreameth, and behold, he eateth ; 
but he awateth, and his foul is empty: or as when a thir- 
/ty man dreameth, and behold, he drinketh ; but he au. 
tet h, and behold he is faint, and his foul hath appetite K. 
Such 1s the race, and ſuch the prize, of all thoſe can- 
didates for honour and joy, who run wide from the 
mark of the high calling of Gop in CuzisT IxEsus. 
They hve in vanity, and die in wo.—Awaken us, 

merciful Lo xp, from theſe noon-tide trances Awaken 
us, while conviction may turn to our advantage, and 
not ſerve only to increaſe our torment. O! let our 

be enlightened, to diſcern the things that are ex- 
6 cellent * anc no longer be impoſed upon by fanta- 
ſtic appearances, which, however pompous they may 
ſeem, will prove more emp emp than the viſions of the 
night, more tranſient than the dream that is forgotten. 


Havix6 mentioned fleep and dreams, let me once a- 


| pe con{ider thoſe remarkable incidents of our frame; 


n that — — to call thema 
kind d of experimental ery, and little leſs than a 
ſtanding — —Bebold' hs moſt vigorous conſtitution, 
when ſtretched on the bed of eaſe, and totally reſigned 
to the ſlumbers of the night. Its activity is oppreſſed 
with fetters of indolence; its ſtrength is conſigned o- 
ver to a temporary annihilation ; the nerves are like a 
bow unſtrung, and the whole animal ſyſtem is like a 
motionleſs _ —Behold a perſon of the moſt delicate 
ſenſations, and amiable diſpoſitions. His eyes, though 
thrown wide open, admit not the viſual ray; at leaf, 
diſtinguiſh not objects. His ears, with the organs un- 
impaired, and articulate accents beating upon the drum, 
preceive-put the found; at leaſt, apprehend not the 

CF, 2xute. 8; © 
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meaning. The ſenſes, and their exquiſitely- ſine feel - 
ings. are overwhelmed with an unaccountable ſtupe- 
faction. You call him a fecial creature; but where 
are his ſocial affections? He knows not the father that 
begat him, -and takes no notice of the friend that is as 
his own foul. The wife of his boſom may expire by 
his fide, and he lie more unconcerned than a barbarian. 
The children of his body may be tortured with the ſe- 
vereſt pangs ; and he, even in the ſame chamber, re- 
main untouched with the leait commiſeration.— Behold 
the moſt ingenious ſcholar ; whole judgment is piercing, 
and able to trace the moſt intricate difficulties of ſcience; 
his taſte refined, and quick to reliſh all the beauties of 
ſentiment and compoſition. Yet, at this juncture, 
the thinking faculties are unhinged, and the intellec- 
tual economy quite diſconcerted. Inſtead of cloſe- 
connected reaſonings, nothing but a disjointed huddle 
of abſurd ideas; inſtead of well-di principles, no- 
thing but a diſorderly jumble of crude conceptions. 
The moſt palpable deluſions impoſe upon his imagina- 
tion. The whole night paſſes, and he frequently miſ- 
takes it for a ſingle minute; is not ſenſible of the tran- 
ſition, hardly ſenſible of any duration. 
| Yet, no ſooner does the morning dawn, and day- 
light enter the room; but this ſtrange inchantment va- 
niſhes. The man awakes, and finds himſelf poſſeſſed 
of all the valuable endowments, which, for ſeveral 
hours, were ſuſpended, or loſt. - His finews are braced, 
and fit for action. His ſenſes are alert and keen, The 
romantic viſionary brightens into the maſter of reaſon. 
The frozen or benumbed affections melt with tender- 
neſs, and glow with benevolence. And, what is be- 
yond meaſure ſurpriſing, the intoxicated mind works 
itſelf ſober, not by flow degrees ; but, in the twink- 
ling of an eye, recovers from its perturbation.— 
Why does not the ſtupor, which deadens all the nice 
operations of the animal powers, hold faſt its poſſeſſion: 
When the thoughts are once diſadjuſted, why are they 
; | not 
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not always in confuſion? How is it, that they are ral - 
lied in a moment ; and, from the wildeſt irregularity, 
reduced to the moſt orderly array: From an inacti- 
vity reſembling death, how is the body ſo ſuddenly re- 
ſtored to vigour and agility? From extravagancies 
bordering upon madneſs ; how is the underſtanding in- 
ſtantaneouſly re-eſtabliſhed in ſedateneſs and harmony? 
—Surely, “this is the Loxp's doing, and it ſhould be 
« marvellous in our eyes;” ſhould awaken our grati- 
tude, and inſpirit our praiſe. 


Tuis is the time in which ghoſts are ſuppoſed to make 
their appearance. Now the #:1morous imagination teems 
with phantoms, and creates numberleſs terrors to itſelf. 
Now dreary forms, in ſullen ſtate, ſtalk along the 

loom; or, ſwifter than lightning, glide acroſs the 
es. Now voices more than mortal * are heard 
from the echoing vaults, and groans iſſue from the 
hollow tombs. Now melancholy ſpectres viſit the ruins 
of ancient monaſteries, and frequent the ſolitary dwel- - 
lings of the dead. They paſs and repaſs, in unſub- 
ſtantial images, along the forſaken galleries; or take 
their determined ſtand over ſome lamented grave.— 
How often has the ſchool-boy fetched a long circuit, 
and trudged many a needleſs ſtep, in order to avoid the 
haunted church-yard ? Or, if neceſſity, fad neceſſity, 
has - obliged him to croſs the ſpot, where human full; 
are lodged below, and the balefu! yews ſhed ſupernu- 
merary horrors above; a thouſand hideous ſtories ruſh 
into his memory. Fear adds wings to his feet; he 
ſcarce touches the ground; dares not once look behind 
him; and bleſſes his good fortune, if no frightful 
ſound purred at his heels, if no ghaſtly ſhape bolted 
upon his ſight. | 
"Tis ſtrange, to obſerve the exceſſive timidity which 


* Vox quoque per lucas vulęo exaudita fiientes 
Ingens, et ſimulacra modis pallentia miris 
a ſub obſcurum noftis,— ' | Virs. 


poſſeſſes 
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poſſeſſes many people's minds, on this fanciful occaſion ; 
while they are void of all concern, on others the 
moſt tremendous import, Thoſe who are ſtartled, in a- 
ny dark and lonely walk, at the very ap rehenſarh of a 
pole ſpectre, are nevertheleſs nal ed at the ſure 
ov of entering into a whole world of diſembodied 
gs ; nay, are without any emotions of awe, though 
ben know themſelves to be haſtening into the preſence 
of the great, infinite, and . Spirit. Should 
ſome pale meſſenger from the regions of the dead, 
draw back our curtains at the hour of midnight; and, 
appointing ſome particular place, ſay, as the horrid 
' apparition to Brutus, Pl] meet thee there * believe 
che boldeſt heart would feel ſomething like a panic ; 
would ſerioully think upon the adventure, and be 1n 
pain for the event. But, when a voice from heaven 
cries, in the awakening Anguage of the prophet, Pre- 
pare to meet thy Gad, O Iſrael 4, how little is the warn- 
ing regarded. how ſoon is it forgot: Prepoſterous 
ſtupidity | to be utterly unconcerned, where it is the trueſt 
witdom to take the alarm; and to be all trepidation, 
where there is nothin really terrible Do thou, m 
ſoul, remember thy Saviour's admonition; © 7 vill 
« forewarn you, wks ſhall fear, Fear not theſe 
* imaginary horrors of the * but fear that awful 
« Being, whoſe revelation of himſelf, though with 
« expreſſions of peculiar mercy, made Moſes, his fa- 
<« yourite ſervant, tremble exceedingly : whoſe mani- 
e feſtation, when he a eee with purpoſes of inexo- 
rable vengeance, make mighty conquerors, who 
dere familiar with dangers gers, and eſſran ed to diſmay, 
call upon the mountains to fall on 1 2 and the 
rocks to cover them: the menace of whoſe majeſtic 


The ſtory of Brutus, and his evil genius, is well known. 
Nor muſt it be denied, that the preciſe words of the ſpectre to 
the hero were, il meet thee at Philippi. But as this would 
not anſwer my purpoſe, I was obliged ro make an alteration 
in the circumſtance of place. + Amos iv, 12, 
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eye, When he comes attended with thouſand thou- 
„ ſands of his immortal hoſts, will make the very 
« heavens cleave aſunder, and the earth flee away.— 
« O! dread nts diſpleaſure; ſecure nis favour; and 
« then thou mayſt commit all thy other anxieties to 
« the wind; thou mayſt laugh at every other fear.“ 
This brings to my mind a memorable and amazing 
occurrence, recorded in the book of Job *: which is, 
[ think, no inconſiderable proof of the real exiſtence of 
apparitions , on ſome very extraordinary emergencies z 
while it diſcountenances thoſe legions of idle tales, 
which ſuperſtition has raifed, and credulity received. 
Since it teaches us, that if, at any time, thoſe viſitants 


from the unknown world render themſelves perceivable 


by mortals, it is not upon any errand of frivolous 


* Job iv. 12. 14. Kc. 


+ Is a proof of the real exiſtence of apparitians, —if che ſenſe, 


in which 1 have always underſtood this paſſage, be true. El i- 
7haz, I apprehend, was neither in a trance, nor in a dream, 
but perfectly awake.—Though he ſpeaks of fleep; he ſpeaks 
of it, as fallen not upon him/eff, but upon ether men. He 
does not mention dreams, though HY /omnia, would have 
ſaited the verſe (if the book be in metre) RY as well as 
MINT vi/iones.—It could not ſurely be a wind, as ſome tranſ- 
late the word . Becauſe the circumſtance of fanding till is 
not ſo compatible with the nature -of a wind ; and a wind 
would have paſſed above him, all arcund him, as well as before 
him. Not to add, how low a remark it is, and how unworthy of 
a place in ſo auguſt a deſcription, that he could not diſcern the 


Horm of a wind. It ſeems; therefore, to have been a real ſpi- 


rit : either angelical, as were thoſe which preſented themſelves 
to Abraham reſting at the door of his tent, and to Lot fitting 
iu the gate of Sodom ; or elſe the ſpirit of ſome departed ſaint, 
ein che caſe. of SamuzePs apparition, or the famous appearance 
ov Maſes and Elyah on the mount of transfiguration.—A ſpirit, 
aſſuming ſome vehicle, in order to become viſible to the human 
eye: which, accordingly, Elipghaz ſaw, exhibiting itſelf as aa 
object of fab: but ſaw fo obſcurely and indiſtinctly, that he 
was not able either to deſcribe its A ect, or to diſcern whom it 
reſembled. | 
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conſequence, but to convey intelligences of the utmoſt 
moment, or to work impreſſions of the higheſt advan- 
rin + | 
*Twas in the dead of night. All nature lay ſhrouded 
in darkneſs. Every creature was buried in ſleep. The 
moſt profound ſilence reigned through the univerſe. 
In theſe ſolemn moments, Eliphaz alone, all wakeful 
and ſolitary, was muſing upon ſublime and heavenly 
ſubjects. When, lo! an awful being, from the inviſible 
realms, burſt into his apartment *. A ſpirit paſſed be- 
fore his face. Afſtoniſhment ſeized the beholder. His 
bones ſhivered within him ; his fleſh trembled all over 
him; and the hair of his head ſtood erect with horror. 


Sudden and unexpected was the appearance of the 
phantom; not ſuch its departure. /? flood ſtill, to 
preſent itſelf more fully to his view. It made a ſolemn 
pauſe, to prepare his mind for ſome momentous meſ- 
ſage.— After which, a voice was heard: a voice, for 
the importance of its meaning, worthy to be had in 
everlaſting remembrance ; for the ſolemnity of its de- 


very, enough to alarm a heart of ſtone. It ſpoke; 
and this was the purport of its words:“ Shall man, 
« frail man, be juſt before the mighty GOD? Shall 
« even the moſt accompliſhed of mortals be pure in the fight 
« of his Maker * / Behold, and conſider it attentively. 

| « He 


* I have given this ſolemn picture a modern dreſs, rather for 
the ſake of variety and illuſtration, than from any apprehen- 
ſion of improving the admirable original. Such an attempt, I 
am ſenfible, would be more abſurdly vain, than to lacquer 
gold, or paint the diamond. The deſcription, in Zliphaz's 
own language, is awful and affecting to the laſt degree; a night- 
piece, dreſſed in all the circumilances of the deepeſt horror, 1 co 
queſtion, whether Shakeſpeare himſelf, though ſo peculiarly 
happy for his great command of terrifying images. has any 
thing ſuperior or comparable to this. The judges of fine com- 
poſition /ee the maſterly ſtrokes ; and, I bckeve, the moſt or- 
dinary reader feels them, chilling his blood, and awakening 
emotions of dread in h's mind. ** 


+ There ſeems to be a ſignificant and beautiful gradation in the 
| | Hebrew 
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«© He put no ſuch truſt in his moſt exalted ſervants, as 
« ſhould beſpeak them incapable of defect. Ad his very 
« angels he charged with folly ; as ſinking, even in the 
« higheſt perfection of their holineſs, infinitely ben th 
« his tranſcendent glories; as falling, even in all the 
« fidelity of their obedience, inexpreſſibly i:zort of 
e the homage due to his adorable Majeſty. It ange- 
& lic natures muſt not preſume to juſtify either them- 
« ſelves or their ſervices, before uncreated purity ; 
« how much more abſurd is ſuch a notion, how much 
© more impioys ſuch an attempt, in them that dwell in 
© houſes of clay; whoſe original is from the duſt, and 
« whoſe ſtate is all imperfection !” 

I would obſerve from hence, the very ſingular neceſſi- 
ty of that poverty of ſpirit, which entirely renounces it 
own attainments; and moſt thankfully /uvmts to the 
righteouſneſs of the incarnate Go . To inculcate 
this leſſon, the Son of the Blefſed came down from hea- 
| ven; and preſſed no other principle, with ſo repeat- 
ed * an importunity, on his hearers. To inſtil the 


Hebrew words Um and , which I have endeavoured to 
7 preſerve, by a ſort of paraphraſtic verſion.— The reader will 
t obſerve a new turn given to the ſentiment; preferable, I think, 

to that which our Fngliſb tranſlation exhibits. Not, Shall man be 
7 more juſ than GO D? but, Shall man be juſt before, or in the 
| ſight of GOD? The paſſage, thus rendered, ſpeaks a truth 

incomparably more weighty, and needful to be inculcated : a 
truth exactly parallel to that humbling confeſſion of the pro- 
phet, We are all ar an unclean thing ; and ta that ſolemn de- 


— of the pſalmiſt, In thy fight ſball no man living be ju- 


* It is well worthy of our obſervation, ſays an excellent 
commentator, ** That no one ſentence utter our Loxd, 
is ſo frequently repeated as this; #ho/oever ſball exalt him- 
« e, ſhall be abaſed ; and he that ſeal! humble hingolf, „bal be 
« exalted :” which often occurs in rhe evatigeliſts; but is nc. 
ver duly accompliſhed in us, till we diſclaim all pretenſion to 
merit and righteouſneſs of our own, and ſeek them only in 
the atonement and obedience of Is Vs CHRIST. © 

Vol. I. Ne 4. ſame 
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ſame doctrine, the HoLy Gos r touched the lips of 
the apoſtles with ſacred eloquence; and made it an 


eminent part of their commiſſion. © to demoliſh e- 


© very high imagination.” That no expedient might 


be wanting, to give it a deep and laſting efficacy on 


the human mind; a phantom ariſes from the valley 
of the ſhadow of death, or a teacher deſcends from 
the habitation of ſpirits Whatever then we neglect, 
let us not neglect to cultivate this grace, which has 
been ſo varioully taught, ſo powerfully enforced. 


Haxk ! a doleful voice. With ſudden ſtarts, and hi- 
deous ſcreams, it diſturbs the filence of the peaceful 
night. "Tis the creec h- otul, ſometimes in frantic, ſome- 
times in diſconſolate accents, uttering her woes *. She 
flies the vocal grove, and ſlruns the ſociety of all the 
feathered choir. The blooming gardens, and flowery 
meads, have no charms for her. Obſcene ſhades, rag: 
ged ruins, and walls overgrown with ivy, are her fa- 
vounite haunts. Above, the _— precipice nods, 
and threatens a fall ; below, the nas, mage” 
poiſonous adder hifles. The ſprightly morning, which 
awakens other animals into joy, adminiſters no plea- 
ſure to this gloomy rechuſe. Even the fmiling face of 
day is her averſion ; and all its lovely ſcenes create no- 
thing but uneaſineſs. 

So, juſt ſo, would it fare with the ungodly, were it 
poſſible to ſuppoſe their admiſſion into the chaſte and 


bright abodes of endleſs felicity. They would find 


nothing but 2 and ſhame, even at the 
fountain-head of happineſs and honour.— For how 
could the tongue, habituated to profaneneſs, taſte any 


* Solaque culminibus ferali carmine bubo 
Sepe queri, longaſque in fletum ducere voces. 


Thus ſung that charming genius, that prince of the ancient 


that moſt conſummate maſter of elegance and accuracy; 


all whoſe ſentiments are nature, whoſe every deſcription is 3 


picture, whoſe whole languge is muſic— VII GIL. 


delight 


« 


* 
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delight in the harmonious adorations of heaven? How 
could the lips, cankered with /ander, rehiſh the ra 
tures of everlaſting praiſe? Where would be the 
tisfaction of the vain beauty, or the ſupercilious gran- 
dee? Since, in the temple of the ſkies, no incenſe 


of flattery would be addreſſed to the former; nor any 


obſequiaus homage paid to the latter. The ſpotleſs and 
inconceivable purity of the bleſſed G o D, would / 
confuſion on the laſcivious eye. The envious mind 
muſt be on a rac# of ſelf-tormenting pafſzons, to ob- 
ſerve millions of happy beings, ſhining in all the per- 
fections of glory, and ſolacing themſelves in the ful- 
neſs of joy.<In ſhort, the unſanctiſied foul, amidft 
holy 2 triumphant ſpirits; even in the reſined regi- 
ons of bliſs and immortality; would be like this me- 
lancholy bird, di/odged from her darkſome retirement, 
and impriſoned under the beams of day *. 

The voice of this creature ſcreaming at our win- 
dows, or of the raven croaking over our houſes, is, 
they ſay, a talen of — death. There are perfons 
who would regard ſuch an incident with no fmall 

of ſolicitude. Trivial as it is, it would damp thei 
ſpirits, perhaps break their reſt. One cannot but 


* I would beg of the reader to obſerve, with what emp 
and propriety our LorD touches this important point, in his 
memorable reply to Nicodemus. Verily, verily 1 fay unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, be CANNOT enter into the kingdom 
of heaven; q. d. I wave the authority of the ſupreme Judge, 
and ſpeak with the candeſcenſian of a teacher in rar. Though 
I might, without being liable to the leaſt control, paſs it 
« into a ſovereign decree, that unrenewed mortals, who-are 
© flaves to corrupt appetite, SHALL NOT enter the habitations 
of the juſt ; I rather chuſe to repreſent it as a caſe utterly 
*« impoſſible ; and charge the calamity, not upon divine ſeverity, 
but upon human folly. Such perſons, from the very na- 
* ture of things, preclude themſelves ; they incapacitate their 
* own minds; and contrarieties muſt be reconciled, before 
* they, in their unregenerate condition, can be partakers of 


* thoſe ſpiritual and ſublime deVyhts.” Fobn iii. 3. 
| T 2 = wonder, 
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wonder, that people ſhould ſuffer themſelves to be 
affrighted at ſuch fantaſtical, and yet be quite unaffect- 
ted with real, preſages of their diſſolution. Real pre- 
| of this awful event addreſs us from every quar- 
ter. What are theſe incumbent glooms, which over- 
-whelm the world, but a kind of pal provided for na- 
ture; and an image of that long night, which will 
quickly cover the inhabitants of the whole earth? 
What an affinity has the ſleep “, which will very 
ſoon weigh down my drowſy eye-lids, with that ſtate 
of entire ceſſation, in which all my ſenſes muſt be laid 
aſide! The ſilent chamber, and the bed of ſlumber, 
area very ſignificant repreſentation of the land, where 
all things are huſhed, all things are forgotten. What 
meant that deep death-bell note, which, the other even- 
ing, ſaddened the air? Laden with heavieſt accents, it 
ſtruck our ears, and ſeemed to knock at the door of our 
hearts. Surely, it brought a meſſage to ſurviving mor- 
tals, and thus the tidings ran: «© Mortals, the yer 
of your race is on his way. The laſt enemy has begun 
the purfuit; and is gaining ground upon you, every 
„moment. His paths are ſtrewed with heaps of ſlain. 
„ Even now his javelin has laid one of your neigh- 
« bours in the duſt ; and will ſoon, very ſoon, aim 
the inevitable blow at each of your lives.” 

We need not go down to the charnel-houſe, nor 
carry our {ſearch into the repoſitories of the dead, in 
order to find memorials of our impending doom. A 
multitude of theſe remembrancers are planted in all 
our paths, and point the heedleſs pafſengers to their 
long home. I can hardly enter a conſiderable town, 
but I meet the funeral. proceſſion, or the mourners 
going about the ſtreets. The hatchment ſuſpended on 
the wall, or the crape ſtreaming in the air, are ſilent 
intimations, that both rich and poor have been empty- 
ing their houſes, and repleniſhing their ſepulchres, | 
can ſcarce join in any converſation, but mention is 

Et conſanguineus lethi ſepor. Vir pes 7 
e 


W 
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made of ſome that are given over by the phyſician, and 
hovering on the confines of eternity? of others, that - 
have juſt dropt their clay amidſt weeping friends, and 
are gone to appear before the Judge of Al the earth ? 
There's not a news-paper comes to my hand, but, ar 
midſt all its entertaining narrations, reads ſeveral Te- 
rious leftures of mortality. What elſe are the repeated 
accounts—of age worn out by flow-contuming ſick- 
nefles—of youth daſhed to pieces by ſome ſudden 
{troke of 8 patriots exchanging their ſeats 
in the ſenate for a lodging in the tomb of miſers re- 
ſignin ng their breath, (O relentleſs deſtiny !) lea- 
ving their very riches for others? Evert the — of 
our amuſement are regiſters of the deceaſed; and the 
rw of fame ſeldom ſounds, but in concert with a 
ne 

Theſe manitors croud every place; not fo much as 
the ſcenes of our diverſion excepted.. What are the 
decorations of our PIE, buildings, and the moſt — 

gant furniture of our parlours, but the 2 
th, and trophies of the tomb? That buſt, 
and thoſe gilded pictures, how ſolemnly they recognize 
the fate of others, and ly remind us of our 
own -I ſee, I hear, and O I feel this t truth. 
It is interwovert with my conſtitution. The frequent 
decays of the ſtructure Foretel its final ruin. What 
are all the pains, that. have been darted through my 
limbs; what every diſeaſe, that has aſſaulted my health; 
but the advanced guards of the foe? What are the 
languors and wearineſs that attend the labours of each 

revolving day, but the more ſecret practices of the ad- 

verſary, flowly W carthly tabernacle ? 

Amidſt ſo many notices, on thoughtleſs 
and unconcerned ? Can none o&. ele prognoſtics, 
. — are {ure as oracles, awaken our attention, and 
gage our circumſpection ? . Noah, tis written, rm 
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a clond of witneſſes, be continually putting thyſelf in 
a readineſs for the laſt change, Let not that day, of 
which thou haſt ſo many infallible ſigns, come upon 
thee unawares.— Get the ivy untwined, and thy affec- 
tions diſentangled from this inchantin * that 
thou mayſt be able to quit it without reſuctance. Get 
the dreadful hand. writing cance/led, and all thy fins 
blotted out, that thou — depart in peace, and have 
nothing to fear at the deciſive tribunal. Get, O! get 
thyſelf intereſted in the Redeemer's merits, and trans- 
formed into his ſacred image; then ſhalt thou be meet 
for the inheritance of ſaints in light, and mayſt even 
defire to be diſſolved, and to be with CHRIST. 


SoMETIMESs in my evening-walk I have heard 


— wateful bird 
Sing a and in ſbadieſt covert hid, 
Tune her nacturnal note *, 


How different the airs of this charming ſongſter, from 
thoſe harſh and boding outcries/ The little creature 
ran through all the variations of muſic ; and ſhewed 
herſelf nuſtreſs of every grace, which conſtitutes or 
embelliſhes harmony.—Sometimes ſhe ſwells a manly 
throat, and her ſong kindles into ardor, The tone is 
ſo bold, and ſtrikes with ſuch energy, you would ima- 
gine the ſprightly ſerenader in the very next thicket. 
Anon the ſtrain /anguiſbes, and the mournful warbler 
melts into tenderneſs. The melancholy notes juſt 
upon the ſhades, and faintly touch your car ; or, 
in ſoft and fadly-pleafing accents, they ſeem to die 
ng the diſtant vale. Silence is pleaſed, and night 


5 F 


retirement. Thoſe who are ca- 
or ranting at the riotous 


on the NIGHT. 295 


club, loſe this feaſt of harmony.—In like manner, the 
pleaſures of religion, and the joy of reconciliation 
with God ; the ſatisfactions ariſing from an eſtabliſhed 
intereſt in CxzIsT, and from the proſpect of a bliſsful 
immortality ; theſe are all loſt to the mind, that is 
ever in the croud ; and dares not, or delights not,. to 
retire into itſelf. —Are we charmed with the nightin- 
gale's ſong? Do we wiſh to have it nearer, and hear 
it oftener? Let us ſeek a renewed heart, and a re- 
ſigned will; a conſcience that whiſpers peace, and paſ- 
hons that are tuned by grace. Then ſhall we never 
want a melody in our on breaſts, far more muſically 
pleaſing than ſweet Philomela's ſweeteſt ſtrains. 

As ferent as the voices of theſe birds, are the cir- 
cumſtances of thoſe few perſons who continue awake. 
Some are ſ{quandering, pearls ſhall I fay, or king- 
doms? No; but what is unſpeakably more precious, 
time; ſquandering this ineſtimable 4 with the 
moſt ſenſeleſs and wanton prodigality. Not content 
with allowing a few /j = e minutes for the purpoſe of 
neceſſary recreation, laviſh many hours, devote 
whole mghts, to that idle diverſion of ſhuffling, ran- 
ging, and detaching a ſet of painted eboards.— 
Others, inſtead of this buſy trifling, act the part of 
their own tormentors. 9 even piquet themſelves *, 
and call it amuſement; they are torn by wild horſes, 

ct term it a ſport. What elſe is the gameſter's practice? 

mind is firetched on the OI. 1. of anxious 
ſuſpenſe, and agitated by the ſierceſt extremes of hope 
and fear. While the dice are — his heart 1s 
throbbing ; his fortune is tottering: and, poſlibly, at 
the very next throw, the one nks in the gulf of 
ruin, the other is hurried into the rage of diſtraction. 

Some, ſnatched from the bloom of health, and the 
l of plenty, are confined to the chamber of fichneſs : 

they are conſtrained, either to plunge 1nto the 


* Alluding to a very painful puniſhment inflicted on delin- 
quents among the foldiery. 
T 4 . everlaſting 
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everlaſting world, in an unprepared condition ; or elſe 
(99 alternative !) to think over all the follies of a heed- 
els life, and the bitterneſs of approaching death. 
The diſeaſe rages; it baffles the force of medicine; 
and urg es the reluctant wretch to the brink of the pre- 
cipice. While furies rouſe the conſcience, and point 
at the bottomleſs pit below.—Perhaps, his drooping mo- 
ther, deprived long ago of the huſband of her boſom, 
and berett of all her other offspring, is, even now, re- 
ceiving the blow which conſummates her calamities “. 
In vain the tries to aſſuage the ſorrows of a beloved 
ſon; in vain ſhe attempts, with her tender orhices, to 
prolong a life dearer than her own, He faints in her 
arms; he bows his head; he finks in death. Fatal, 
doubly fatal, that laſt expiring pang! While it diſ- 
lodges the unwilling ſoul, it rends an only chi/d from 
the yearning embraces of a parent, and tears away 
the hooker of her age from a diſconſolate widow. 
While 77% long for a reprieve, others invite the 
ſtroke. Quite weary of the world, with a reſtleſs im- 


This brings to my mind one of the deepeſt mourning - pieces 
extant in the productions of the pen, The ſacred hiſtorian 
paints it in all the ſimplicity of ſtyle, yet with all the ſtrength 
of colouring.— When JESUS came nigh tothe gate of the city, 
behold! there was a dead man carried cut, the only ſon of his mo- 
ther, and ſbe was a widow,— What a gradation is here! How 
patherically beautiful! Every freſh circumſtance widens the 
wound ; aggravates the calamity ; till the deſcription is worked 
up into the moſt finiſhed picture of exquiſite and inconſolable 
diſtreſs.— He was a young man ; cut off in the flower of life, 
amidſt a thouſand gay expectations, and ſmiling hopes. A 
ſon ; an only ſon; the afflicted mother's all: ſo that none re- 
mained to preſerve the name, or perpetuate the family, What 
rendered the caſe ſtill more deplorable, ſbe was a widow : left 
entirely deſolate; abandoned to her woes; without any to ſhare 
her ſorrows, or to comfort her under the irreparable loſs.— 
Is not this a fine ſketch of the impaſſioned and pifture/que? Who 
can conſider the narrative with any attention, and not feel his 
heart penetrated with a tender commiſeration? Luke vil, 12. 


; | pauatience, 
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patience, they ſigh for diſſolution : ſome pining away 
under the tedious decays of an incurable conſumption ; 
or gaſping for breath, and almoſt fuffocated by an in- 

tion of dropfica/ waters. On ſome a relentleſs 
cancer has faſtened its envenomed teeth ; and is gnaw- 
ing them, though in the midſt of bodily vigour, in 
the midſt of pitying friends, y to death. 
Others are on a rack of agonies, by convulſive fits of 
the ſtone. O! how the pain writhes their limbs; 
how the ſweat bedews their fleſh ; and their eye-balls 
wildly roll! Methinks the night condoles with theſe 
her diſtreſſed children; and ſheds dewy tears over 
their ſorrowful abodes.—But of all mortals, they are 
the moſt exquiſitely miſerable, who groan beneath the 
preſſure of a melancholy mind, or ſmart under the laſhes 
of a reſentful conſcience. Though robed in ermane, or 
covered with jewels, the ſtate of a flave chained to 
the galleys, or of an exile condemned to the mines, 
is a perfect paradiſc com with theirs. 

O! that the 'votaries of mirth, whole lite is a conti- 
nued round of merriment and whim, would beſtow 
one ſerious reflection on this variety of human woes / 
It might teach them to be leſs enamoured with'the 
tew languid ſweets, that are thinly ſcattered through 
this vale of tears, and environed with ſuch a multi- 
tude of ragged thorns. It might teach them no long- 
er to dance away their years, with a giddy rambling im- 
pulſe ; but to aſpire, with a determined aim, after 
thoſe happy regions, where delights, abundant and un- 
embittered, flow. 

Can there be circumſtances, which a man of wiſ- 
dom would more earneſtly depregate, than theſe ſeve- 
ral inſtances of grievous tribulation? There are; and, 
what is very aſtoniſhing, they are frequently the deſire 
and the choice of thoſe, who fancy themſelves the ſole 
heirs of happineſs : thoſe I mean, who are launching 
out into the depths of extravagance, and running ex- 


ceſſive lengths of riot: who are proſtituting their re- 
22 
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putation, and ſacrificing their peace, to the gratifica- 
tion of their luſts; ſapping the foundation of their 
health, in debaucheries; or ſhipwrecking the intereſts 
of their families, in their bowls ; and, what is worſe, 
are forfeiting the joys of an eternal heaven, for the 
foraid ſatisfactions of the beaſt ; for the tranfitory ſenſa- 
tions of an hour. Ye flaves of appetite, how far am 
from envying your groſs ſenfualities, and voluptuous 
revels! Little, ah! little are you ſenſible, that, while 
Indulgence ſhowers her roſes, and Luxury diffuſes her 
— ſcatter poiſons alſo, and ſhed unheeded 
bane *: oth 


incomparabl om malignant, than the 
wormwood and gall 


of the ſharpeſt atfliction.—Since 
death is in the drunkard's cup, and worſe than poniards 
in the harlot's embrace, may it ever be the privilege 
of the man whom I love, to go without his ſhare of 


theſe peſtilent faveets . 


ABUNDANCE of livin ſparks glitter in the lanes, and 
twinkle under the hedges. I ſuppoſe they are the 
glow-wworms ; which have lighted their little lamps, and 
obtained leave, through the abſence of the fun, to 
play a feeble beam. A faint glimmer juſt ſerves to 
render them perceivable, without tending at all to diſ- 
ſipate the ſhades, or making any am for the de- 
— day.— Should ſome weather-beaten traveller, 

with wet, and ſhivering with cold, hover 
mimicry of fire, in order to dry his garments, 
"= warm his benumbed limbs; ſhould ſome bewilder- 
ed traveller, groping os his way, in a ſtarleſs night 


* Yes; in the flew'rs that wreathe the ſparkling bowl, 
Fell adders hiſs, and peis nous ſerpents roll. Pxior's Sol. 


+ Luam ſuave off ſuavitatibus iſtis carere ! was St Augu- 
fiine's pious exclamation. The ſubſtance of which Mr Pope 


has expreſſed, with more ſimplicity, and with no leſs dignity, 
Count all th advantage profp'rous vice attains ; 
"Tis but what virtue flics from, end diſdains. 
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and trackleſs deſert, take one of theſe /anguid tapers, 
as 2 light to his feet, and a lantern to his paths: how 
certainly would both the one and the other be fruſtra- 
ted of their expectation !—And are they more likely to 
ſucceed, who, neglecting that ſovereign balm, which 
diſtilled from the croſs, apply any carnal diverſion, to 
heal the anxiety of the mind? who, deaf to the infal- 
lible deciſions of revelation, reſign themſelves over to 
the erroneous conjectures of reaſon, in order to find the 
way that leadeth unto life? or, laſtly, who have re- 
courſe to the froth of this vain world, for a ſatisfactory 
portion, and a ſubſtantial happineſs ? Their conduct 
is in no degree wiſer; their diſappointment equally 
ſure ; and their miſcarriage infinitely more diſaſtrous. 
To ſpeak in the delicate language of a facred writer, 
« They ſow the wind, and will reap the whirlwind *.” 
peak more plainly ; the pleaſures of the world, 
which we are all ſo prone to dote upon; and the pow- 
ers of fallen reaſon, which ſome are ſo apt to idolize ; 

1 8 are 


* Hoſ. viii. 7. 

+ I hope it will be obſerved, that I am far from decrying 
that noble faculty of reaſon, when exerted-inher proper ſphere; 
when acting in a deferential ſubordination to the revealed will of 
heaven, While ſhe exerciſes her powers within theſe appointed 
limits, ſhe is unſpeakably ſerviceable, and cannot be too indu- 
ſtriouſly cultivated —But, when ſhe ſets up herſelf in proud 
contradiſtinction to the ſacred oracles ; when, all - arrogant and 
ſelf-ſufficient, ſhe ſays to the word of ſcripture, I have no need 
of thee ; ſhe is then, I muſt be bold to maintain, not only a 
2 but an ignis fatuus ; not only a bubble, but a 


May not this remark, with the ſtricteſt propriety, and with · 
out the leaſt limitation, be applied to the generality of our mo- 
dern romances, novels, and theatrical entertainments? Theſe 
are commonly calculated to inflame a wanton fancy; or, if con- 
ducted with ſo much modeſty, as not debauch the affections, 
they pervert the judgment, and bewilder the taſte. By their 
incredible adventures ; their extravagant parade of gallantry ; 
and their characters, widely different from truth and nature; 
they inſpire foliſh conceits; beget idle expectations; intro - 


duce 
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are not only vain, but treacherous : not only a painted 
flame, like theſe ſparkling animals; but much like thoſe 
unctuous exhalations, which ariſe from the marſhy 
ground, and often dance before the eyes of the be- 
nighted wayfaring man. Kindled into a ſort of fire, 
they nate a guide, and ſeem to offer their ſervice; 
but, blazing with delufroe light, millead their follower 
into hidden pits, headlong precipices, and unfathom- 
able gulfs; where, far from his beloved friends, far 
from all hopes of ſuccour, the unhappy wanderer is 
{wallowed up and loſt. 


Nor long ago, we obſerved a very ſurpriſing ap- 
pearance in the weſtern ſky. A prodigious ſtar took 
its flaming route through thoſe coaſts ; and trailed, as 
it paſſed, a tremendous length of fire, almoſt over 
half the heavens. Some, I imagine, viewed the pors 
tentous ſtranger, with much the fame anxious amaze- 
ment, as Belſbazzar beheld the hand writing upon the 
wall. Some looked upon it as a bloody * flag, hung 
out by divine reſentment, over a Saule, world. Some 
read, in its glaring viſage, the fate of nations, and 
the fall of kingdoms f. To others, it ſhook, or ſeem- 
ed to ſhake, peſtilence and war from its horrid hair, — 
For my part, I am not ſo ſuperſtitious as to regard 
what every aſtrologer has to prognoſticate, upon the 
acceſſion of a comet, or the projection of its huge va- 
Peury train. Nothing can be more precarious and un- 
juſtifiable, than to draw ſuch concluſions from ſuch 
events: fince they neither are preternatural effects, 


duce a diſguſt of genuine hiſtory ; and indiſpoſe their admirers, 
to acquieſce in the decent civilities, or to reliſh the ſober ſatiſ- 
factions, of common life. 
* —Liquide fi quando nacte cometæ 
Sanguinei lugubre rubent,—  Vike. 
"+> < Oi e a 5 
biderit, et terris mutamem regua cometem. LU cax. 
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nor do they throw the frame of things into any diſorder. 
I would rather adore that omnipotent Being, who rol- 
led thoſe ſtupendous orbs from his creating : and 
leads them, by his providential eye, through unmea- 
ſurable tracts of æther: who bids them, now approach 
the ſun, and glow with unſufferable ardors “; now 
retreat to the utmoſt bounds of our planetary ſyſtem, 
and make their entry among other worlds. 

They ate harmleſs viſitants. I acquit them from 
the charge of cauſing, or being acceſſary to, deſolating 
plagues. Would to Go p, there were no other more 
formidable indications of approaching judgments, or 
impending ruin! But, alas! when vice becomes pre- 
dominant, and irreligion almoſt epidemical : when the 
ſabbaths of a jealous Go p are notorioully profaned ; 
and that © name, which is great, wonderful, and ho- 
« ly,” is proſtituted to the meaneſt, or abuſed to the 
moſt execrable purpoſes: when the worſhip of our 
great Creator and Preſerver is baniſhed from many of 
the moſt conſprcuous families; and it is deemed a piece 
of rude impertinence, ſo much as to mention the gra- 
cious Redeemer, in our genteel inverviews when it 
paſſes for an elegant freedom of behaviour, to ridicule 
the myſteries of Chriſtianity ; and a ſpecies of refined 
converſation, to taint the air with laſcivious hints : 
when thoſe who ſit in the ſcorner's chair, fin with a 
high hand: and many of thoſe who wear the profeſſor”s 
garb, are deſtitute of the power, and content them- 
elves with the mere form of godlineſs : when ſuch is 
the ſtate of a community, there is reaſon, too appa- 
rent reaſon, to be horribly afraid. Such phenomena, 


* « The comet in the year 1680, according to Sir {aac 
«* Newton's computation, was, in its neareſt approach, above 
* 166 times nearer the ſun than the earch is. Conſequently, 
its heat was then 28000 times greater than that of ſummer. 
So that a ball of iron as big as the earth, heated by it, would 
hardly become cool ia gocoo years.” Dern. Mr. Theol. 
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abounding in the moral world, are not fanciful, but 
real omens. Will not an injured Gop © be avenged 
* on ſuch a nation as this?” Will he not be provo- 
ked to ſweep it with the beſom of deſtruction * ?”? 
O! that the inhabitants of Great Britain would lay 
theſe alarming conſiderations to heart! The Loxp 
of hoſts has commanded the ſword of civi diſcord to 
return into its ſheath. But have we returned every 
one from his evil ways? Are we become a renewed 
people; devoted to a dying Saviour; and zealous 
of good works? — What mean thoſe peals of ſobs, 
which burſt from the expiring cattle? What mean 
_ thoſe melancholy moans, where the luſty droves were 
wont to low +? What mean thoſe arrows of untime- 
3 „ dif on our innocent and uſeful ani- 


No wantonneſs or floth has vitiated the blood of 
theſe laborious, temperate creatures. They have con- 
trated no diſeaſe from unſeaſonable indulgencies, and 
inordinate revellings. The pure ſtream is their drink ; 
the ſimple herb their repaſt. Neither care diſturbs their 
ſleep, nor paſſion inflames their breaſt. Whence then are 
they viſited with ſuch terrible diforders, as no pruaence 
can prevent, nor any medicines heal ?—Surely, theſe 
calamities are the weapons of divine diſpleaſure, and 


J. xiv. 23. The eternal Sovereign, ſpeaking of Babylon, 
denounces this threatening, I will fweep it with the bejom of 
deftruftion,—What a noble, but dreadful image, is here] How 
ſtrongly and awfully pourtrayed ! How pregnant allo in its 
fignification ! intimating the vile nature, and expreſſing the 
total extirpation, of this wicked people; at the ſame time, 
ſuggeſting the perfect eaſe, with which the righteous GoD 
would execute his intended vengeance. 

+ If theſe papers ſhould be ſo happy as to outlive their au- 
thor, perhaps, it may be needful to inform poſterity, that the 
above-mentioned hints allude to a moſt terrible, contagious, 
and mortal difemper, raging among the horned cattle, in va- 
rious parts of the kingdom. 


manifeſt 
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manifeſt chaſtiſements of an evil generation &. Sure- 
ly God, the Go to whom vengeance belongeth,” 
has ftill a controverſy with our ſinful land. And who 
can tell, where the viſitation will end? what a ſtorm 
may follow theſe preluſive drops O] that we may 
“ hear the rod, and who hath appointed it!“ Taught 
by theſe penal effefts of our diſobedience, may we re- 
move the accurfed thing t from our tents ; our practices; 
our hearts! May we turn from RY be- 
fore wrath come upon us to the utt ; before ini- 
quity prove our ruin 


SOMETIMES, at this hour, another moſt remarkable 

t amuſes the curious, and alarms the vulgar. A 
blaze of lambent meteors is kindled, or ſome very ex- 
traordinary lights are refracted, in the quarters of the 
north.,—The s of radiance, like legions ruſhing 
to the engagement, meet and mingle, inſomuch that 
the air ſeems to be all conflicting fire. Within a while 
they ſtart from one another ; and, like legions in pre- 
cipitate flight, ſweep, each a ſeparate way, through 
the firmament. Now they are quieſcent ; anon they 


-are thrown into a quivering motion ; preſently the 


whole horizon is illuminated with the glancing flames. 
Sometimes, with an aſpect awfully ludicrous, they re- 
repreſentextravagantand antic vagaries: at other times, 
you would ſuſpect, that ſome inviſible hand was play- 
ing off the dumb artillery of the fires ; and, by a ſtrange 
expedient, giving us the flaih, without the roar. 

The villagers gaze at the ſpectacle, firſt with wonder, 
then with horror. A general panic ſeizes the country. 
Every heart throbs, and every face is pale. The crouds 
that flock together, inſtead of diminiſhing, increaſe 


* Hinc /etis vituli vulgs meriuntur in herbis, 
Et dulces animas plena ad præſepia rediiunt. 
Balatu hinc pecorum, et crebris mugitibus amines, 
Arenteſque ſenant ripe, colleſque ſupini. VIA. 
+ Joſh. vi. 18. . 
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the dread. They catch contagion from each other's 
looks and words; while fear is in every eye, and e- 
very tongue ſpeaks the language of terror. Some ſee 
hideous ſhapes, armies mixing in fierce encounter, or 
fields ſwimming with blood. Some foreſee direful e- 
vents, ſtates overthrown, or mighty monarchs totter- 
ing on their thrones. Others, Ar with ſtill more 
frightful apprehenſions, think of nothing but the day 
of doom. © Sure,” ſays one, © the unalterable hour 
© 1s ſtruck, and the end of all things come.” —« See,” 
replies another, how the blaſted ſtars look wan 
« Are not theſe the ſigns of the Son of man, coming 
4 in the clouds of heaven? — “ IESsVUs prepare us” 
(cries a third, and lifts his eyes in devotion) - for the 

« Archangel's trump, and the great tribunal ”” 

If this waving brightneſs, which plays innocently o- 
ver our heads, be ſo amazing to multitudes; what in- 
expreſſible conſternation — overwhelm unthinking 
mortals, when the general conflagration commences! The 
day, the dreadful day, is approaching, in the which the 
« heavens ONE paſs away with a great noiſe *, and the 

elements 


* 2 Pet. iii. 10. I have often thought this verſe an emi- 
nent inſtance of that kind of beautiful writing, in which the 
very ſound bears a ſort of fignificancy ; at leaſt, carries an exact 
correſpondence with the ſenſe. The original expreffion fi 
— one of the hoarſeſt and deepeſt words in language. No- 

thing could be more exquiſitely adapted to affect the car, as 
well as impreſs the imagination, with the wreck of nature, 
_ and the — of a falling world. ſcarce ever read this clauſe, 
FE 
TON: 


— — On a ſudden open fly, 

With impetuous recoil, and jarring ſound, 

Th' infernal doors, arid on their hinges grate 
Harſh thunder. — Book II. L $79. 


It is a pleaſing employ, al a very laudable office of true cri- 
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« elements ſhall melt with fervent heat; the earth alſo, 
e and all the works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up.” 
That mighty hand, which once opened the windows 
from on high, and broke up the fountains of the great 
deep, will then unlock all the magazines of fire, and 
277 a ſecond deluge upon the earth. The vengeful flames, 
indled by the breath of the Almighty, ſpread themſelves 
trom the centre to the 2. Nothing can 
withſtand their impetuoſity; nothing can eſcape their 
rage. Univerſal deſolation attends their progreſs. Mag- 
nificent palaces, and folemn temples, are laid in aſhes. 
Spacious cities, and impregnable towers, are mingled 
in one ſmoking maſs. Not only the productions of 
human art, but the works of almighty power, are fuel 
tor the devouring element. The everlaſting mountains 
melt, like the ſnows which cover their ſummit. Even 
vaſt oceans ſerve only to augment the inconceivable 
1 and fury « t the blaze. — O! how ſhall I, or 
others, ſtand undiſmayed amidſt the glare of a burnin 
world, unleſs the Loxp J=Hovan be our defence? 
How ſhall we be upheld in ſecurity, when the globe 
itſelf is ſinking in a fery ruin, unleſs the Rock of Ages 
be our ſupport ? | $7 


BeroLD ! a new ſpectacle of wonder! The mon is 
making her on the eaſtern ſky. See her riſing 
in clouded majeſty! opening, as it were, and 
her original commiſſion to rule over the night. All 
and ſtately, but ſomewhat ſullied is her aſpect. Ho- 
ever, ſhe brightens as ſhe advances ; and grows clearer, 
as ſhe climbs higher: till, at length, her ſilver loſes all 
its drofs ; ſhe unveils her peerleis light; and becomes 
the beauty of heaven, the glory of the ſtars ;“ 
ſac red claſſics. Though, I believe, the inſpired writers themſelves, 
amidſt all the elevation and magnificence of their divine ideas, 
diſdained a ſcrupulous attention to ſuch little niceties of ſtyle. 

* Ecclus xliii. -9. 49—94mn 
| Lucidum coli decus. Hos. 
© Vet. I. Ne 4. U delighting 
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delighting evcry eye, and chearing the whole world, 
with the brightneſs of her appearance, and the ſoftneſs 
of her ſplendors.—Q! thou queen of the ſhades! may 
it be my ambition to follow this thy inſtructive exam- 
ple! While others are fond to tranſcribe the faſhions 
of little courts, and to mimic perſonages of inferior 
ſtate ; be it mine to imitate thy improving purity / May 
my conduct become more unblemiſhed, and my tem- 
per more refined, as I proceed farther and farther in my 
probationary courſe | May every ſordid defire wear a- 
way, and every irregular appetite be ually loſt, as 
I make nearer approaches to the celeſtial manſions 
Will not this be a comfortable- evidence, that I too 
ſhall ſhine in my adored Redeemer's kingdom ? ſhine 
with a richer luſtre, than that which radiates from thy 
reſplendeat orb; ſhine with an «nfading luſtre; when 
every ray that beams from thy beauteous ſphere, is 
totally extinguiſhed ? 


Tux day afforded us a variety of entertaining fights. 
Theſe were all withdrawn, at the acceflion of darkneſs. 
The ftars, kindly officious, immediately lent us their 
aid. This ſerved to alleviate the frown of night, ra- 
ther than to recover the objects from their obſcurity. 
A faint Tay, ſcarcely reflected, and not from the entire 
ſurface of things, gave the ftraining eye a very imper- 
fect glimpſe; as rather mocked, than fatisfied vi - 
fon.—Now the moon is riſen, and has collected all her 
beams, the veil is taken off from the countenance of 
nature. I fee the recumbent flocks; I fee the | 
hedge-rows, though without the feathered choriſters 
hopping from ſpray to ſpray. In ſhort, I fee once 2 
in the world's picture; not indeed in its late 
. bvely colours, but more delicately ſhded, and arrayed in 
ſofter charms *. 

Full orb'd the moon, and with more plcaling light 
Shadowy ſets off the face of things. . ; 

* . ( a 
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What a maſeſtic ſcene is here! incomparably grand, 


_ and exquiſitely fine — The moon, like an immenſe 


p, pendent in the magnificent ceiling of 
the heavens. The ſtars, like ſo many thouſands of 
golden tapers, fixed in their azure ſockets. All pour- 
ing their luſtre on ſpacious cities, and lofty moun- 
tains ; glittering on the ocean; gleaming on the fo- 
reſt ; and opening a proſpet, wide as the eye. can 
glance, more various than fancy can paint *,—We 
are forward to admire the ormances of human 
art. A landſcape, elegantly deſigned, and executed 
with a maſterly hand; a piece of ſtatuery, which ſeems, 
amidſt all the recommendations of exact e 
and graceful attitude, to ſoften into fleſh, imo 
breathe with life; theſe little zmitations of nature, we be- 
hold with a pleaſing ſurpriſe. And ſhall we be leſs at- 
fected, leſs delighted, with the inexpreflibly-noble, 
and completely-haiſhed original — The ample dimen- 
hons of Ranelaghys dome; the gay illuminations of 
Vaux-hall grove; I ſhould ſcorn to mention on ſuch 
an occahon, were they not the objects of general ad- 


* As when the moon, refulgent lamp of night, | 
Oer heav'n's clear azure ſpreads her ſacred light ; 
When not a breath diſturbs the deep ference, 
And not a c'oud &ercafts the ſolemn ſcene : 
Around her throne the vivid planets rell, 
And flars unnumber'd gild the glowing js; 
Cer the dark trees a yollower verdure ſhed, 
And tip with fili er ev'ry mountain's fe; 
Then ſhine the wales ; the rocks in pro/pett rije ; 
A fled of glory burfts frem all the ſhies; 
The conſcious ſwains, icich gn the fobt, - | 
Eye the blue vault, and Fe he AER Tliad VIII. 


[ tranſcribe theſe lines, becauſe Mr Pope ſays, they exhibit, in 
the original, the fineſt night-piece in poetry. And, if they are 
lo beautiful in Homer's language, who can ſuſpect their ſuffer · 


ing any diſadvantage from the pen of his admirable framla- 
for F 
U 2 miratiqn. 
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miration. Shall we be charmed with thoſe puny eſ- 
fays of finite ingenuity ; and touched with no tranſ- 
port, at this ſtupendous diſphy of omnipotent {kill ? at 
the auguſt grandeur, and ſhining ſtatelineſs, of thefirma- 
ment? which forms an alcove for ten thouſand worlds, 
and is ornamented with myriads of everlaſting lumi- 
naries—Surely, this muſt betray, not only a total 
want of religion, but the moſt abject littleneſs of mind, 
and the utmoſt poverty of gemus. 

The moon is not barely “ an ornament in the high 
places of the LORD *,” but of fignal ſervice to the 
inhabitants of the earth. How uncomfortable is deep, 
pitchy, total darknefs! eſpecially in the long abſence of 
the winter's fur Welcome therefore, thrice welcome, 
this auſpicious gift of Providence, to enliven the noc- 
turnal gloom, and line with ſilver the raven-coloured 
mantle of night. How deſirable to have our ſummer- 
evenings illuminated! that we may be able to tread 
the dewy meads, and breathe the delicious fragrance of 
our gardens ; eſpecially, when the ſultry heats render 
it irkſome and ei to walk abroad by day.— 
How chearing to the /hepherd, the uſe of this uni- 
verſal lantern ; as he tends his Heccy charge, or late 
conſigns them to their hurdled cots! How 'comfort- 
able and how advantageous to the mariner, as he 
ploughs the midnight-main, to adjuſt the tackling, to 
explore his way, and, under the influence of this 
beaming ſconce, to avoid the fatal rock !—PFor theſe, | 
and other beneficial purpoſes, the hand of the Al- t 
MIGHTY has bung the /tately branch on high; and filled 
it with a ſplendor, not confined to a ſingle edifice, 0! 
commenſurate to a particular ſquare, but diffuſive a2 
the whole extent of the hemiſphere. 

The moſt faithful of our inferior ſervants are ſome- 
times tardy in their cflice, ſometimes negligent of 
their duty. But this celeſtial attendant is moſt c. 
ly punctual, at all the ſtated periods of her m niſta 

| V Ecclus xliii. 9. | 
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tion. If we chuſe to prolong our journey, after the 
ſun is gone down ; the moon, during her whole in- 
creaſe, is always ready to act in the capacity of a 
guide, If we are inclined to ſet out very early in the 
morning; the moon in her decreaſe prevents the 
dawn, on purpoſe to offer her aſſiſtance. And, be- 
cauſe it is fo pleaſant a thing for the eyes to behold 
the light, the moon, at her full, by a courſe of unin- 
termitted _— wes us, as it were, a double day. 
Ho apparently has the divine wiſdom intereſted it- 
ſelf, in providing even for the pleaſurable accommodation 
of man!] How deſirous, that he ſhould want no piece 
of commodious furniture, no kind of delightful con- 
vemence ! and, in proſecution of theſe benevolent in- 
tentions, has annexed fo valuable an appendage to 
the terreſtrial globe. —Juſtly, therefore, does the pfal- 
miſt celebrate that admirable conſtitution, which or- 
dained the moon and the ſtars to govern the mght, a an 
inſtance of rich goodneſs, and of mercy which endureth 
for ever *, | "2001 iT, 


THE moon, it is confeſſed, is no luminous body. 
All the brightneſs, which beautifies her countenance, 
is originally in the ſun, and no more than tranſmiſſive- 
1 That glorious orb is the parent of day, and 

palace of light. From thence the morning: ſtar 
gilds her horn +; from thence the planetary re les 
are crowned with luſtre; and from thence the moon 
derives all her ſilver radiance. —It is pleaſing to reflect, 
that ſuch is the caſe with the alliſuſſicient Redeemer, 


* Pal. cxxxvi, . 

+ I might, to juſtify this expreſſion, obſerve, that the planet 
Venus, commonly called the morning-ſtar, is found, by our 
teleſcopes, frequently to appear horned / or to have a creſcent 
of light, ſomewhat like the moon, a little before or after her 
conjunction. But this would be a remark too deep and refi- 
ned for my ſcheme ; which proceeds only upon a ſuperficial 
knowledge, and the moſt bvieus appearances, of nature. 
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and his dependent people, We are repleniſhed from his 
fulneſs. What do we poſſeſs, which we have not re- 
ceived ; and what can we deſire, which we may not 
expect; from that never-failing Source of all good ? 
He is the author of our faith, and the former of our 
graces. In his unſpotted life, we ſee the path; in 
his meritorious death, the price; and in his triumph- 
ant reſurrection, the ne of bliſs and immortality. 
It we offend, and fall ſeven times a-day ; he is the 
Lokp our peace *. If we are depraved, and our 
beſt deeds very unworthy ; he is the LoD our 7485 
teouſneſs +. It "ho are blind, and even brutiſn, in hea- 
venly knowledge; he is the Loxp our wiſdom | : his 
word diſpels the ſhades ; his Spirit ſcatters the intellec- 
tual gloom ; his eye looks our darkneſs into day. In 
ſhort, we are nothing, and CaurisT is all.” 
Worſe than defective in ourſelves, < we are complete 
in him,” So that if we ſhine, it is with delegated 
rays, and with borrowed light. We act by a ſtrength, 
and glory in merits, not our own !- O! may we be 
thoroughly ſenſible of our dependence on the Saviour ! 
May we conſtantly imbibe his propitious beams ; and 
never, by indulging «nbelief, or backſliding into folly, 


withdraw our ſouls from his benign influences! leſt 


we loſe our comfort, and our holineſs ;: as the fair ru- 
ler of the night loſes her ſplendor, when her urn is 


turned from its fountain {}, and receives no more com- 


munication of ſolar effulgence. 


Tur moon is inceſſantly varying, either in her aſpect, 
or her ſtages. Sometimes ſhe looks full upon us, and 
her viſage is all luſtre. Sometimes ſhe appears in pro- 
file, and ſhews us only half her enlightened face. A- 
non a radiant creſcent but juſt adorns her brow. Soon 


* Judg. vi. 24. + Jer. xxiii. 6. 1 1 Cor. i. 30. 
| Alluding to thoſe truly lines in Milton, 
Repairing 228 — flars 1 
ring, in their golde: urns draw light. 
Par. Loft, b. VII. I. 364. 
| 1 
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it dwindles into a flender ſtreak: till, at length, all 
her beauty vaniſhes, and the becomes a beamleſs orb. 
Sometimes ſhe rites with the deſcending day, and be- 
gins her proceſſion amidſt admiring multitudes. Ere 
long ſhe defers her progreſs till the midnight-watches, 
and ſteals unobſerved upon the fleeping world, —Some- 
times the juſt enters the edges of the weſtern Horizon, 
and drops us a ceremonious viſit. Within a while, ſhe 
ſets out on her nightly tour, from the appolite regions 
of the caſt ; traverſes the whole — and ne- 
ver offers to withdraw, till the more refulgent partner 
of her ſway renders her preſence unnec —In a 
word, ſhe is, while converſant among us, {till waxing 
or waning, and “ never continueth in one ſtay,” 
Such is the moon; and ſuch are all /ub/unary things; 
expoſed to perpetual viciſſitudes. How often, and 
how ſoon, have the faint echoes of renown flept 
in filence, or been conyerted into the clamours of 
obloquy ! The ſame lips, almoſt with the ſame breath, 
cry Hoſanna, and Crucify.—Have not r:ches confeſſed 
their notorious treachery, a thouſand and a thouſand 
times ? either melting away, hke ſnow in our hands, 
by inſenſible degrees; or eſcaping, like a winged pri- 
ſoner from its cage, with a itate flight. Have 
we not known the bridegroom's </o/et, an antechamber 
to the temb; and heard the voice, which ſo lately 
nounced the ſparkling pair huſband and wite, 
an everlaſting divorce z and ſeal the decree with that 
ſolemn affeveration, © Aſhes to aſhes, duſt to duſt ?” 
—Our friends, though the medicine of life ; our health, 
though the balm of nature; are a moſt precarious poſ- 
ſeſſion. How ſoon may the firſt become a corpſe in 
our arms; and how eaſily is the laſt deſtroyed in its vi- 
gour — Lou have ſeen, no doubt, a _ of pretty paint. 
ed birds, perching on your trees, or PR in your 
wr". A You was pleaſed with the 9 
that brought beauty on their wings, and melody in 
their throats. But 9 inſure the continuance 
4 at 
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of this agreeable entertainment ? No, truly. At the 
\ leaſt diſturbing noiſe, at the leaſt terrifying appearance, 

they ſtart from their ſeats; they mount the ſkies ; 
and are gone in an inſtant, are gone for ever. Would 
you chule to have a happineſs, which bears date with 
their arrival, and expires at their departure? If you 
could not be content with a portion, enjoyable only 
through ſuch a fortuitous term, not of years, but of 
moments, O ! take up with nothin y; ſet your 
aflections on things above; there alone is no varia- 
e bleneſs or ſhadow of turning.” 

Fob is not a more illuſtrious pattern of patience, 
than an eminent exemplification of this remark. View 
him in his private eſtate. He heaps up ſilver as the 
duſt; he waſhes his ſteps in butter, and the rock 
pours him out rivers of oil. View him in his public 
charafter. Princes revere his dignity ; the aged liſten 
to his wiſdom ; every eye beholds him with delight; 
every tongue loads him with bleſſings. View him in 
his domeſtic circumſtances. On one hand, he is defended 
by a troop of ſons ; on the other, adorned with a train 

daughters; and on all ſides ſurrounded by © a ve- 
* ry great houſehold.” —Never was human felicity ſo 
couſummate ; never was diſaſtrous revolution ſo fudden. 
The lightning, which confumed his cattle, was not 
more terrible, and ſcarce more inſtantaneous. The 
joyful parent is bereft of his offspring, and his “ chil- 
« dren are buried in death.” The man of affluence is 
ſtript of his abundance; and he who was clothed in 
ſcarlet, embraces the dunghill. The venerable patriarch 
is the derifion of ſcoundrels ; and the late darling of an 
indulgent providence, is become “a brother to dra- 
« gons, a companion of owls.” Nor need we go back 
to former ages, for proofs of this afflicting truth. In 
our times, in all times, the wheel continues the ſame 
inceſſant whirl. And frequently thoſe who are tri- 
umphing to-day in the higheſt elevations of joy, to- 
morrow are bemoaning the inſtability of mortal affairs, 
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in the very depths of miſery *. Amidſt ſo much fluc- 
tuation and uncertainty, how wretched is the condi- 
tion, which has no anchor of the ſoul, ſure and ſted- 
faſt! May thy loving-kindneſs, O Gop, be our pre- 
ſent treaſure; and thy future glory, our reverſionary 
inheritance! Then ſhall our A N not be like the 


full orbed moon, which is “ a light that decreaſeth in 
its perfection; but like the fun, when he goeth 
forth in his ſtrength, and knoweth no other change, 
but that of ſhining more and more unto the perfect day. 


METHINKs, in this ever-varying ſphere, I ſee a re- 
preſentation, not only of our tem advantages, but 
alſo of our ſpiritual accompliſhments. Such, Iam ſure, 
is what the kind partiality of a friend would call my 
righteouſneſs : and ſuch, I am apt to ſuſpect f, is the 

. righteouſneſs 

* I believe, I may venture to apply, what the Temanite ſays 
of the affairs of the wicked, to all ſublunary things, as a 
true deſcription of their very great inflability. Fob xxii. 16. 
DTD pg N rendered by Schultens, Flumen fuſum funda- 
mentum corum. Their foundation (or what they reckon their 
moſt ſolid and ſtable poſſeſſion) is a flood poured cut. Which 
is one of the boldeſt images, and moſt poetical beauties, I e- 
ver met with in any language, facred or profane. In order 
to have a tolerable conception of the image, and a taſte of its 
beauty, you muſt ſuppoſe a torrent of waters, ruſhing in bro» | 
ken cataracts, and with impetuous rapidity, from a ſteep and 
craggy mountain, Then imagine to yourſelf an edifice, built 
upon the ſurge of this rolling precipice ; which has no other 
baſis than one of thoſe headlong whirling waves. Was there 
ever ſuch a repreſentation of tranſitory proſperity, tending, with 
inconceivable ſwiftneſs, unto ruin? Yet ſuch is every form of 
human felicity, that is not grounded on Ixsus, and a parti- 
cipation of his merits, who is the Reck of Ages; on JEsvs, 
and his image formed in our hearts, which is the hope of gle- 


ry. | 
+ I would not be underſtood, as meaſuring, in this reſpect, 
A, my/elf ; but as taking my eſtimate from the unerring 
ſtan of ſcripture. And indeed, proceeding on this evi- 
dence, ſupported by this authority, I might have 1 
- taxther 
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righteouſneſs of every man living. Now we exerciſe 
it, in ſome few inſtances, in ſome little degrees. A- 
non fin revives, and leads our ſouls into a tranſient, 
though unwilling captivity. Now we are meet; but 
ſoon a ruſſling accident intervenes, and turns our com- 
zag into a fretful diſquietude. Now we are humble ;. 
don we reflect upon ſome inconſiderable or imaginary 
ſuperiority over others, and a ſudden clatement ſwells 
our minds. Now, „ we poſleſs a clean heart, 
and are warm with holy love. But O! how eaſily is 
the purity of our affections ſullicd! how ſoon the fer- 
vour of our gratitude cooled! And is there not ſome- 
thing amiſs even in our beſt moments? ſomething to 
be aſbamed of, in all we are; ſomething to be repented 
of, in all we do? 

Wich what gladneſs, therefore, and adoring thank- 
fulneſs, ſhould we © ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of 
« our incarnate Go ;“ and receive, as a divine gift, 
what cannot be acquired by human works *;—A writer 
of the firit diſtinction, and niceſt diſcernment, ſtyles 
the obedience of our glonous Surety, an everlaſting 


. farther than a bare ſuſpicion. For © there is not a ju man upon 
earth that doth good, and ſinneth nat,“ ſays the Spirit of 
infpiration by Solemon (Ecclef, vii. 20.)—Nay, ſuch is the pu- 
rity, and fo extenſive are the demands of the divine law, that 
an apoſtle makes a ill more humbling acknowledgment; © Ia 
* mary things we offend all. (Jam. iii, 2.)—And the unerring 
Teacher, who moſt thoroughly knew our frame, diretis the 
"moſt advanced, moſt eſtabliſied, and moſt watchfu! Chriſtians, 
to pray daily for the forgiveneſs of their dai/y COIL DIP 
Which tefiimonies, I beg leave to add an elegant paſſage from 
the Canticles ; becauſe it not only expreſſes the ſentiment of 
this paragraph, but illuſtrates it by the very ſame ſimilitude. 
She (the church) is fair as the moon ; clear as the ſun. Fair as 
the moon, the leſſer and changeable light, in her /an#ification ; 
clear as the ſun, the greater and invariable luminary, in her 
Juſtification : the inherent holineſs of believers being imper- 
fect, and ſubject to many inequalities ; while their imputed 
righteouſneſs is every way complete, and conſtantly like itſelf. 
Cant. vi. 10. Rom. v. 17.—X. 3. 


righteouſneſs ; 
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righteouſneſs * ſuch as was ſubject to no interruption, 
nor obſcured by the leaſt blemiſh ; but proceeded al- 
ways in the ſame uniform tenor, of the moſt ſpotleſs ' 
perfection. This righteouſneſs, in another ſenſe, an- 
ſwers the prophet's exalted deſcription ; as its bene- 
ficial and ſovereign efficacy knows no end; but laſts 
through all our lite ; laſts in the trying hour of death ; 
laſts at the deciſive day of It ent laſts through 
every generation; and will laſt to all eternity. 


SOMETIMES I have ſeen that reſplendent globe „ript 
of her radiance; or, according to the em Patic lan- 
guage of ſcripture, © turned into blood.“ The earth, 
interpoling with its opake body, intercepted the ſolar 
rays, and caſt its own gloomy ſhadow on the moon. 
The malignant influence gained upon her ſickening 
orb; extingui , more and more, the feeble remain- 
ders of light; till at length, like one in a deep ſwoon, 
no comelineſs was left in her countenance; ſhe was 
totally overſpread with darkneſs.—At this juncture, 
what a multitude of eyes were gazing upon the rueful 
ſpectacle! even of thoſe eyes, which diſregarded the 
empreſs of the night, or beheld her with indifference, 
when, robed in glory, and riding in her triumphal 
chariot, ſhe ſhed a ſofter day through the nations. 
But now, under theſe *. of diſgrace, they 
watch her motions with the moſt prying attention. In 
every place, her.misfortune is the object of 4 ob- 


ſervation; and the prevailing topic of urſe, in 
every company. N 
Is it not thus with to perſons of eminence, in 


their reſpective ſpheres! Kings, at the head of their 
a nobles, furrounded with their dependents ; 
and (after names of ſo much grandeur, may I be al- 
lowed to add ?) miniſterslabouringamongtheirpeople}; 


* Dan. ix. 24. 


+ Te are the light of the world. A city that is ſet on an 
hill, cannot be hid. Matth. v. 14. * n 


l are 
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are each in a conſpicuous ſtation. Their conduct in 
its minute/? ſtep, eſpecially in any miſcarriage, will be 
narrowly ſurveyed, and critically ſcanned. Can there 
be a louder call, to ponder the paths of their feet, and 
to be particularly jealous over all their ways ?—Thoſe 
who move in inferior life, may groſsly offend ; and 
little alarm be given, perhaps no notice taken. But it 
18 not to be expected, that the leaſt flip in their carriage, 
the leaſt flaw in their character, will paſs undiſcovered. 
Malice, with her eagle-eyes, will be ſure to diſcern 
them; while Cenſure, with her ſhrill trumpet, will be 
as far from concealing them; as Calumny, with her 
. treacherous whiſpers, Bru extenuating them. A pla- 
net may ſink below the horizon ; or a ſtar, for ſeveral 
months, withdraw its ſhining; and ſcarce one in ten 
thouſand perceive the loſs. But, if the moon ſuffers a 
tranſient eclipſe, almoſt half the world are ſpectators 
of her diſhonour. | 

Very different was the caſe, when, at this late hour, 
I have taken a ſolitary walk on the weſtern cliffs. At 
the foot of the ſteep mountain, the ſea, all clear and 
ſmooth, ſpread itſelf into an immenſe plain, and held a 
watery mirror to the ſkies. Infinite heights above, the 
firmament ſtretched its azure expanſe, beſpangled with 
unnumbered ſtars, and adorned with the moon, 
% walking in brightneſs “.“ She ſeemed to contem- 
Plate herſelf, with a peculiar pleaſure ; while the tran/- 
parent ſurface both received, and returned her filver 
image. Here, inſtead of being covered with ſackcloth, 
ſhe ſhone with double luſtre ; or rather, with a luſtre 
multiplied, in proportion to the number of heholders, 
and their various ſituations. | 

Such, methinks, is the effect of an exemplary be- 
haviour, in perſons of exalted rank. Their courſe, as 
it is nobly diſtinguiſhed, fo it will be happily influen- 
tial. Others will catch the diffuſive ray; and be am- 
bitious to reſcmble a pattern ſo attracting, ſo com- 


* Job xxxi, 26. 
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manding. Their amiable qualities will not terminate 
in themſelves; but we ſhall ſee them reflected from 
their families, their acquaintance, their retainers. Juſt 
as we may now behold another moon, trembling * in 
the ſtream, glittering in the canal, and diſplaying its 
lovely impreſs on every collection of waters. 


Tux moon, philoſophy fays, is a ſort of ſoverergn 
over the great deep. Her orb, like a royal ſceptre, 
ſways the ocean, and actuates the fluid realms. It 
ſwells the tides, and perpetuates the reciprocal returns 
of ebb and flow. By which means the liquid element 
purges off its filth ; and is preſerved from being pu- 
treſied itſelf, and from poiſoning the world. —Is the 
moon thus operative on the vaſt abyſs? And ſhall not 
the faith of eternal and infinite dehghts to come, be 
equally efficacious on this ſoul of mine: Far above 
her argent fields, are treaſures of happineſs, unſeen by 
mortal eye, by mortal ear unheard, and unconceaived 
by any human imagination. In that deſirable world, 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed and exalted honours alſo are con- 
ferred; in compariſon with which, the thrones and 
diadems of earthly monarchs are empty pageants, and 
childiſh toys.—Yonder arch of ſapphire, with all its 
ſpangles of gold, is but the floor of thoſe divine 
abodes. What then are the apartments; what is the 
palace? how bright with glories ; how rich with bliſs ? 

O ye manſions of bleſſedneſs; ye beauties of my 
Father's kingdom; which far outſhine theſe lamps of 
the viſible heaven; tranſmit your ſweet and winni 
invitations to my heart. Attrad and refine all my at- 
tections. Withdraw them from ffagnating on the ſor- 
did ſhores of fleſh; never ſuffer them to ſettle upon 
the _— lees of ſenſe; but impreſs them with emo- 
tions of reſtleſs deſire after ſublime and celeſtial joys : 
Joys, that will proceed, ſtill proceed in a copious 
and woos flow, when ſeas ſhall ceaſe to roll :— 
Joys, that will charm every faculty with unimaginable 
* Splendet tremulo fub lumine pentur. VII. 
pleaſure ; 
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pleaſure; when the moon, with her waxing ſplendors, 
thall chear our ſight no more. CP 


Exovon for the preſent evening. My thoughts 
have been ſufficiently exerciſed, — ſteps begin to 
be attended with wearineſs. Let me obey the admo- 
nition of nature; and give reſpite to my meditations, 
flamber to my eyes. — But ſtay.— Shall I retire to the 
bed of ſleep, with as little ceremony, and with as 
much inattention, as the brutes to their ſordid lair? 
Are no acknowledgments due to that divine Being, who 
is the ſupport of my life, and the length of my days? 
Have I no farther need of his protecting care; no 
more occaſion for the bleſſings of his goodneſs Le. 

idus, perhaps, may laugh at the bended knee; and 
ve a thouſand darts of raillery ready to diſcharge on 
the practice of devotion. The wits, I know, are un- 
mercifully ſevere on what they call the drudgery of 
yer, and the fantaſtical rant of praiſe. Theſe they 

ve e labourer, and the mean * 
or treat them, with a contemptuous ſneer, as the par- 
ſon's ignoble trade. 

Is it then an inſtance of ſuperſtitious blindneſs, to 
diſtinguiſh ; or of wwhimfical zeal, to celebrate, the 
moſt ſupereminent excellency and merit? Is it an un- 
graceful buſineſs, or does it argue a grovelling diſpoſi- 
tion, to magnify goodneſs tranſcendently rich and dit- 
fuſive?— That can be ſo truly becoming à dependent 
ſtate, as to pay our adoring homage to the Author of 
all perfection, and profeſs our devoted allegiance to 
the ſupreme almighty Governor of the unwerſe !— 
Can any thing more ſignificantly beſpeak an :ngenuous 
. , or adminiſter a more real ſatisfaction to its fineſt 
feelings, than the exerciſes of penitential devotion; 
by which we give vent to an honeſt anguiſh, or melt 
into ſilial ſorrow, for our inſenſibility to the beſt of 
friends, for our diſobedience to the beſt of parents: 
In a word, can there be a more ſublime pleaſure, than 
to dwell, in fixed contemplation, on the ati 
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the eternal Mind; che amiable original of all that is 
fair, grand, and harmonious ; ; the beneficent giver of 
all that is convenient, comfortable, and uſeful?— Can 
there be a more advantageous employ, than to prefent 
our requeſts to the Father of mercies; opening our 
minds to the irradiations of his wiſdom, and al the 
faculties of our ſouls to the communications of his 
grace It is ſtrange, unaccountably ſtrange, that the 
——_— of dignity in ſentiment, and the purſuit of re- 
e wie oyment, ſhould ever be diſunited from devo- 
t perſons, who make pretenſions to an im- 
taſte, and exalted genius, ſhould neglect this 
moſt ennobling intercourſe with the wiſeſt and beſt of 
beings, the inexhauſtible ſource of honour and joy. 
Shall I be deterred from approaching this ſource of 
the pureſt delight? deterred from purſuing this high - 
eſt improvement of my nature? deterred from all 
a formidable banter, or confuted by one irrefragab/: 
ſmile?—No: let the moon, in her reſplendent ſphere; 
and yonder pole, with all its ſtarry train; "witneſs, 1: 
| be Ment even or morn; if I refrain to kindle i in my 
heart, and breathe from my lips, the reaſonable in- 
cenſe of praiſe ; praiſe to that great and glorious God, 
who formed the earth, and built the ſkies; who pour- 
ed from his hand the watery world, and ſhed the all- 
— orgy air abroad. — «© Thou alſo madeſt the 
night, Maker omnipotent! and thou, the day 
* which I, though leſs than the leaſt of all thy mercies, 
© have paſſed in ſafety, tranquillity, and comfort.—- 
* When | was loſt in the extravagance of dreams, or 
lay immerſed in the inſenſibility of fleep, thy hand 
* recovered me from the temporary lethargy. Thy 
„hand ſet a new, a delicately-fine edge on all my 
e blunted /exfes ; and ſtrung my ſinews with recruit- 
* ed vigour. When m ughts were benumbed 
© and {upefied, thy . influence rouſed them 
into activity; when they were diſconcerted and wild, 
thy regulating influence reduced them into order: 
" refitting me at once, to reliſh the innocent enter- 
% tainments 
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% gratifications, of a rational capacity. When dark- 
neſs covered the creation, at thy command, the /ur 
aroſe ; painted the flowers, —. diſtinguiſhed every 
object; gave light to my feet, and gave nature, 
with all her beautiful ſcenes, to my eye.— To thee, 
O thou G o of my ſtrength, I owe the continuance 
of my being, and the vivacity of my conſtitution. 
By thy ſacred order, without any conſciouſneſs of 
mine, the wheels of life move, and the crimſon 
fountain plays. Over-ruled by thy exquiſite ſxill, it 
transforms itſelf, by the niceſt operations of an inex- 
licable kind of chemiſtry, into a variety of the 
eſt ſecretions : which glide into the muſcles, and 
{well them for action; or pour themſelves into the 
fluids, and repair their inceflant decays : which 
cauſe chearfulneſs to ſparkle in the eye, and health 
to bloom in the cheek. 
& Diſaſtrous accidents, injurious to the peace of my 
« mind, or fatal to the welfare of my body, beſet my 
« paths. But thy faithfulneſs and truth, like an im- 
« penetrable ſhield, guarded me all around. Under 
C this divine protection, I walked ſecure, amidſtlegions 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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of apparent perils ; and paſſed unhurt, through a 

far greater multiplicity of unſeen evils. Not one of 
« my bones was broken; not a ſingle thaft grazed up- 
« on my caſe; even when the eye that watched over 
« me, law, in its wide ſurvey, thouſands falling beſide 
« me, in irrecoverable ruin; and ten thouſands deeply 
« wounded, on my right hand. —lf ſi has, at any 
time, ſaddened my chamber, or pain harrowed my 
« fleſh; it was a wholeſome diſcipline, and a gracious 
« ſeverity. The chaſtiſement proved a ſovereign me- 
6 dicine, to cure me of an immoderate fondneſs for 
4 this imperfect troubleſome ſtate; and to quicken my 
« defires after the unembittered enjoyments of my e- 
4 ternal home.—Has not thy munificence, un wearied 
« and unbounded, ſpread my table; and furniſhed it 
« with the fineſt wheat ; repleniſhed it with ye 
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« and fatneſs? While temperance ſweetened the bowl; 
« appetite ſcaſoned the diſh ; contentment and grati- 
« tude crowned the repaſt.— Has not thy kindneſs, O 0 
Go of the families of Mael, preſerved my affec- 
« tionate relations; who ſtudy, by their tender offices, 
to ſoften every care, and heighten every joy? Has 
not thy kindneſs given me valuable friends ; whoſe 
« preſence is a cordial, to chear me in a dejected hour; 
« and whoſe converlation mingles improvement with 
« delight ? | 

« When {in lay diſguiſed amidſt flowery ſcenes. of 
« pleaſure ; 8 by thy wiſdom, I diſcerned 
the latent miſchief; made reſolute by thy grace, I 
« ſhunned the luſcious bane. It, through the impulſe 
« of ſenſuality, . or the violence of paſſion, I have been 
« hurried into the ſnare, and ſtung by the ſerpent; - 
« thy faithful admonitions have recalled the fooliſh 
« wanderer ; while the blood of thy Son has healed 
« his deadly wounds.—Some, no doubt, have been 
« cut off in the midſt of their iniquities; and tranſ- 
« mitted from the thrillings of polluted joy, to the 
«* agonies of eternal deſpair. Whereas, I have been 
« diſtinguiſhed by long-ſuffering mercy ; and, inſtead 
« of lifting up my eyes in torments, to behold a hea- 
« yen irrecoverably loſt; I may lift them up under 
<« the pleaſing views of being admitted, ere long, into 
e thoſe abodes of endleſs felicity. In the mean time, 
thou haſt vouchſafed me the revelation of thy will; 
the influences of thy Spirit; and abundance of the 
« moſt effectual aids, for advancigz in knowledge, 
“and growing in godlineſs ; for becoming more con- 
* formable to thy image, and more meet for thy pre- 
* ſence; for taſting the pleaſures of religion, and ſe- 
* curing the riches of eternity. kg = 

« How various is thy beneficence, O thou Lover of 
« ſouls! It has unſealed a thouſand ſources of good; 
opened a thouſand avenues of delight; and heaped 
«* bleſſings upon me, with a ceaſeleſs liberality. If I 
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« ſhould attempt to declare them, they would be more 
than the fary oſt which glitter in this unclouded 
* ſky; more than the dewy gems, which will adorn 
« the face of the morning. 


« Axv ſhall I forget the GOD of my ſalvation, the 
Author of all my mercies? Rather let my pulſe 
forget to beat Shall I render him no ex ons of 
« thankfulneſs? Then might all nature reproach my 
« ingratitude.—Shall I reſt ſatisfied with the bare ac- 
% knowledgment of my lips? No: let my life be vo- 


cal, and ſpeak his praiſe, in that only genuine, that 


* moſt emphatical language, - the language of devout 
* obedience. | Let the 6:// be drawn upon my very 
* heart; let all my affections acknowledge the draught; 
7 and let the whole tenor of uh Ae in time and 

through eternity, be contin ayime the debt. — 
* the ever- pleaſing, ever-growing Aab: of duty, vene- 
& ration, and love. 

* And can I, O thou Guide of my goings, and 


Guardian of all my intereſts, —can I diſtruſt fuch ſig- 


* nal, ſuch experienced goodneſs? . Thou haſt been my 
& Helper, through all the buſy ſcenes of day: therefore 
under the ſhadow of thy wings will I repoſe myſelf, 
« during the darkneſs, the danger, and death-like in- 
« activity of che night. Whatever defilement I have 
< contracted, waſh it thoroughly away in redeeming 
< blood; and let neither the ſinful ſtain, nor the ſin- 
« ful inclination, accompany me to my couch!— Then 

2 me awn in peace, and take my reſt ; chear- 
fully referring it to thy all-wiſe determination, whe 
ther I ſhall open my eyes in this world, or awake in 
the unknown regions of another.“ | 


C ON 


k of 1 7 th 3. Ree re 


FHSSESEISD7 HS SSS008800 


CONTEMPLATIONS 


ON THE 


STARRY HEAVENS. 


20D 000000000000 000000000 


There dwells a noble pathos in the flies, 

Which warms our paſſions, proſelytes our hearts. 
How eloquently ſhines the glowing pole / 

With what authority gives its charge, 
Remonſtrating great truths in /tyle ſublime ! 

| Night-Thoughts, No IX. 
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78 evening, I exchange the nice retreats 
H of art for the noble theatre of nature. In- 

iſtead of meaſuring my ſteps under the co- 

Lewd wrt of an arbour, let me range along the 
ſummit of this gently-xiſing hill. There is no need of 
the leafy-ſhade, ſince the ſun has quitted the hotizon, 
and withdrawn his ſcorching beams. But-lee, how 
advantages and inconveniencies are uſually linked, and 
chequer our affairs below! If the annoying beat ceaſes, 
the landſcape, and its pleaſing ſcenes, are alſo removed. 
Ihe majeſtic caſtle, a elo cottage, are va- 
niſhed her. I have loſt the aſpiring mountain, 
and its ruſſet brow ; T look round, but to no purpoſe, 
for the humble vale, and its flowery Jap. "The plains 
whitened with flocks, and the heath yellow with 
furze, The advancing night has wrapt in 
darkneſs long-extended foreſt, and drawn her 
mantle over the windings of the ſilver ſtream. I no 
longer behold that luxuriant fertility in the fields; 
that wild magnificence of proſpect, and endleſs variety 
of images ; which have ſo often touched me with de- 
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light, andftrack me with awe, from this conmianding 
eminence. 

The loſs, however, is ſcarcely to be r . 
ſince it is amply com̃penſated by the opening 
of the ſky. Here E enjoy a free view of the whole 
hemiſphere ; without any' obſtacle from below, to con- 
fine the exploring eye; or any cloud from above, to 
6vercaſt the ſpatious. concave. | *Tis true, the lively 
vermilion, which ſo lately ſtreaked the chambers of 


the weſt, is all faded. But the planets, one after an- 


other, light up their lamps; the „art advance in their 
littering train; a thouſand and a thouſand luminaries 
e forth in ſucceſſive ſplendors ; and the whole fir- 
mament is kindlingint6 the moſt beautiful glow. The 
blueneſs of the zther, heightened by the ſeaſon of the 


year, and ſtill more enlivened by the abſence of the 


moon, gives thoſe gems of heaven the ſtrongeſt 75 
One pleaſure more, the invaditis globtu has n 
been able to ſnatch from my ſenſe. fe night * 
aproves, than deſtroys, the fravratice which exhales 
the blooming bean. With theſe the fides of this 
Hoping declivity are lined ; and with thefe the bali 
85 perfume their wings. Does Arabia, from all 
icy groves, breathe 4 more liberal, ot 4 mote 
Senn gale of ſweets? And, what is a ' peculiar e. 
commendation of the rural entertainments preſented 
2. or ha Ba: er land, they are alloyed by no apprehen- 
ger. No poiſonous ſerpent lurks under 
hot bloom; nor any ravenous beaſt lies ready to ſtart 
from the chicket.— But I wander from à Far more th: 
alted ſubject. My thoughts, le my affections, art 
too eaſily diverted from the heavens, a0 detained by 
inferior objects. . my attention, from theſe lit. 
tle blandiſhments of the earth; goa kd irate 
the Ay invite thy regard. 


SE Wi e taken 4 turn ee obs a vic 
ed the ſblemn inemorials of the dead; in 'ordet tt 
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learn the vanity of mortal things, and to break their 
oft inchantment.— We have ſurveyed the ornan/tnts 
of the Garden ; not that the heart might be planted in 
the parterre, or take root among the flowery race; 
but that theſe delicacies of a day might teach us to 
aſpire after a better paradiſe, where beauty never 
fades, and delight is ever in the bloom. A third time 
we lighted the candle of meditation; and fought for 
wiſdom, not in the crouded 5 or wrangling ſchoels, 
but in the ſilent and lonely walls of ancient Night *.— 
Let us once more indulge the contemplative vein, and 
raiſe our ſpeculations to thoſe imer works of the 
great Creator, which the regions of the ſky contain, 
and this duſky hour unveils +. 

If we have diſcerned the touches of his pencil glow- 
ing in the colours of ſpring ; if we have ſeen a ſample 
of his beneficence exhibited in the ſtores of nature, 
and a ray of his brightneſs beaming in the blaze of 
day; what an infinitely richer field tor the diſplay of 
his p ions are the heayens! The heavens, in the 
moſt emphatical manner, declare the glory of Gop. 
The heavens are nobly eloquent of the Deity, and the 
moſt magnificent heralds of their Maker's praiſe. The 
ſpeak to the whole univerſe ; for there is neither ſpeec 
ſo barbareus, but their language is underſtood; nor 
nation ſo diſtant, but their voices are heard among 
them f. Let me then, in this ſolemn ſeaſon, formed 
for thought, and a calm intercourſe with heaven; let 
me liſten to their filent lectures. Perhaps, I may re- 
cave ſuch impreſſive manifeſtations of * the eternal 
* power and Godhead,” as may /d religion on my 


i : Referring to the ſeveral ſubjetts of the three preceding ef- 
. | 


+ Night opes the nobleft ſcenes, and ſheds an awe, 
Which gives thoſe yenerable ſcenes full weight, 
And deep reception in th” entender'd heart. 

| |  Night-Thoughts, No IX 
NAM. bs. 2. 11 
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ſoul, while, ] walk the ſolitary ſhades; and may be a 
tutelary friend to my virtue, when the call of buſineſs, 
and the return of light, expoſe me again to the in- 
roads of temptation. | 


Tux Iſraelites, E N frenzy rather than de- 
votion, e of ria And the 
pretenders to judicial aftrology talk of I know not 
what myſterious efficacy, in the different aſpect of the 
ſtars, or the various conjunction and oppoſition of the 
planets Let thoſe who are unacquainted with the 
ure word of revelation, give ear to theſe ſons of delu- 
. fion, and dealers in deceit. For my part, it is a que- 
ſton of indifference to me, whether the conſtellations 
ſhone with ſmiles, or loured in frowns, on the hour 
of my nativity. Let Cuxisr be my guard; and, 
ſecure in ſuch a protection, I would laugh at their 
tent menaces. Let CHRIST be my guide ; and l 
nal or to aſk, as well as defpair of receiving, any 
information from fuch ſenſeleſs 5 — 
(wer the living ſeek to the dead “? Can 
theſe bodies advertiſe me of future events, which are 
unconſcious of their own exiſtence ? Shall I have re- 
courſe to dull unintelhgent matter, when I may ap- 
to that all-wiſe Being; who, with one comprehen- 
ve glance, diſtinctly views whatever is lodged in the bo- 
ſom of immenſity, or forming in the womb of futurity? 
Never, never will 1 ſearch for any intimations of my 
Fate, but often trace my Creator's f W's +, in yon- 
en plains. "In the former caſe ey would be 
= teachers 

I. viii. 19 


3 « Tt is moſt becoming” (ſays a FS author) « ſuch im __—_ 
< feet creatures as we are, to contemplate the works of GOD, 
«« with this deſign, that we may diſcern the manifeſtations of 
« wiſdom in them; and thereby excite in ourſelves thoſe de- 

vont affections, and that ſuperlative reſpect, which is the very 
, effence of praiſe, as it is a reaſonable and moral ſervice.” 


- ABERNETHY en the * —And, indeed, if we are — 
: cerely 
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teachers of lies; in the la ter, they are oracles of truth. 
In this therefore, this ſenſe only, I profeſs myſelf the 
pupil of the ſtars. 79, 


Tur vulgar are apprehenſive of nothing more, 


than a multitude of bright ſpangles dropt over the 
*thereal Blue. They have no higher notion of theſe 


fine appearances, than that they are 10 many golden 


- ſtuds, with which the empyrean arch is decorated. 


But ſtudious minds, that carry a more accurate and 
{trict inquiry among the celeſtial bodies, bring back 
advices of a moſt aſtoniſhing import. Let me juſt re- 
collect the moſt material of thoſe /upendous diſcoveries, 
in order to furniſh out proper ſubjects for contempla- 
tion. And let the unlearned remember, that the ſcene 
I am going to diſplay, is the workmanſhip of that in- 
comprehenſible Go, who is “perfect in knowledge, 
and mighty in power; whoſe name, whoſe nature, 
and all whoſe operations, are t and marvellous ;”? 
who ſummons into being, with equal eaſe, a ſingle 
grain, or ten thouſand worlds.—To this if we conti- 


nually advert, the aſſertions, though they will certain- 


ly excite our admiration, need not tranſcend our belief. 
Tux earth, is in fact, a round body; however it 


may ſeem, in ſome parts, to be ſunk into vales, and 
cerely diſpoſed to employ ourſelves in this excellent, this delight 


ful duty of praiſing the infinite Creator; the means, and the 
motives, are both at hand. His works, in a wonderful and 
inſtructive variety, preſent themſelyes, with pregnant manife- 
lations of the moſt tranſcendent excellencies of their Maker. 
They pour their evidence from all quarters, and into all the 
avenues of the mind. They invite us, eſpecially in the mag- 


aificent fyſtem of the univerſe, to contemplate—counſel con- 


tummately wiſe, and execution inimitably perfe&t ;—pawer, to 
which nothing is impoſſible; and goodneſs, which extendeth to 
all, which endureth for ever.—To give, not a full diſplay, but 


- 


only ſome /lipht ftriftures, of theſe glorious truths, is che prin- 


cipal ſcope of the following remarks. led 
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raiſed into halls * ; in other parts, to be ſpread into a 
ipacious plain, extending to the confines of the hea- 
vens, or terminated by the waters of the ocean.—We 
may fancy, that it has deep foundations, and reſts up- 
on ſome prodigioully folid baſis. But it is pendent in 
the wide tranſpicuous æther, without any vilible cauſe 
to uphold it from above, or ſupport it from beneath. 
Alt may ſeem to be ſedentary in its attitude, and mo- 
tionleſs in its ſituation. But it is continually ſazling +, 
through the depths of the ſky; and, in the {pace of 
twelve months, finiſhes the mighty voyage. Which 
penodical rotation produces the ſeaſons, and completes 
the ycar.— As it proceeds in the annual circuit, it ſpins 
upon its own centre ; and turns its ſides alternately to 
the fountain of light. By which means, the day 
dans in one — wi while the night ſucceeds in 
the other. Without this expedient, one part of its 
regions would, during half the great revolution, be 
ſcorched with exceſſive heat, or languiſh under an un- 
antermitted glare: while the other, expoſed to the con- 
trary extremes, would be frozen to ice, and buried un- 
der a long oppreſſion of diſmal and deſtructive 2 


* A learned writer, I think, Dr Derham, has ſomewhere 
an obſervation to this purpoſe ;—That the loftieſt /ummits of 
Hills, and the moſt cnormous ridges of monntains, are no real 
objeMon to the plobmiar or round form of the earth. Becauſe, 
however they may render it, to our limited ſight, vaſtly une- 
ven and protuberant; yet they bear no more proportion to the 
entire ſurface of the terraqueous ball, than a particle of duſt, 
caſually dropt on the mathemarician's globe, bears to its whole 
circumference. Conſequently, the rotund figure is no more 
deſtroyed in the former caſe, than in the latter, On the ſame 
principle, I have not thobght it neceſſary, to take any notice 
of the comparatively ſmall difference between the polar and 
equatorial diameter of the earth. #2} 
© + With what amazing pred, this veſſel (if I may carry on 
he alluſion) filled with a multitude of nations, and freighted 
with at their poſſeflions, makes her way through the zthereal 
Tpace; fee page 247. in note 7. 
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trom obſtruſting any valuable intereſt, or with-holding 
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- cannot forbear taking notice, that, in this com- 
motion of the earth, the one never interferes 
with the other, but both are perfectly compatible. Is it 
not thus with the precepts of religion, and the need - 
ful affairs of the preſent life; not excepting even the 
innocent gratifications of our appetites : — Some, I be- 
lieve, are apt to imagine, that they muſt renounce ſociety, 
if they devote themſelves to CHRIST; and abandon 
all the ſatisfactions of this world, if they once become 
zealous candidates for the felicity of another. But this 
is à very miſtaken notion, or elſe 2 very injurious re- 
preſentation, of the doctrine which is according to 
godlineſs. It was never intended to drive men into 
deſerts ; but to lead them, through the peaceful and 
eafant paths of wiſdom, into the bliſsful regions of 

fe eternal. It was never intended to ſtrike off the 
wheels ot buſineſs, or cut in ſunder the finews-of in- 
duſtry; but rather, to maze men induſtrious from a 
— of | canſtience, not from the inſtigations of 
avarice j that ſo they may promote their immortal ha 
pinefs, even while they provide for their temporal main 
tenance. It has no deſign to extirpate our paſſions, 
but only to reſtrain their irregularities; neither would 
it extinguiſh thedelights of ſenſe, but prevent them from 
ing into vanity, and ſubſiding into gall.— A 
re may be chcarful among his friends, and yet Joy- 
of 


in GOD. He may taſte the ſweets of his 

eſtatez and, at the ſame time, cheriſh his hopes 

nobler inheritance in heaven. The trader may proſe- 
cute the demands of commerce, without negiecting to 
negotiate the affairs of his ſalvation. The warrior may 
wer his ſword ; may draw, in a juſt cauſe, that mur- 
derous weapon; yet be a good foldier of JESUS 
CHRIST, and obtain the crown that fadeth not a+ 
way. The parent may lay up a competent portion for 


his children, and not forfeit his title to the treaſures, 


either of grace or of glory.—So far is Chriſtianity 


any 


„„ 
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. che revolution of the ſun round its on axis. 


any real pleaſure; that it improves the one, and advan- 
ces the other. Juſt as the diurnal and annual motions 
are ſo far from c/a/hing, that they entirely accord ; and 
inſtead of being deſtructive of each other, by mutual- 
ly blending thar effects, hw give proportion and har- 
mony to time, fertility and innumerable benefits to 
nature. 


To us, who dwell on its ſurface, the earth is by. far 
the moſt extenſive orb, that our eyes can, any where, 
behold. It is alſo clothed with verdure ; diſtin 
by trees; and adorned with a variety of beautiful de- 
corations. Whereas, to a ſpectator placed on one of 
the planets, it wears an uniform aſpect ; looks all lu- 
minous, and mo larger than a ſpot. To beings who 
dwell at ſtill greater diſtances, it entirely diſappears.— 
That which we call, alternately, the morning and the 
evening ſtar; as in one part of her orbit, — 
foremoſt in the procefſion of night; in the — 
uſhers in, and anticipates the dawn; is a planetary 
world. Which, with the four others, that ſo wonder; 
fully vary their myſtic dance, are in themſelves dark 
bodies, and ſhine only by reflection; have fields, and 
ſeas, and ſkies of their own; are furniſhed with all 
accommodations for animal ſubſiſtence, and are ſuppo- 
ſed to be the abodes of intellectual life. All which, to- 

er with this our earthly habitation, are dependent 
on that diſpenſer of divine munificence, the ſun ; 
receive their light from the diſtribution of his rays, 


and derive their comforts from his benign agency. 
Tus ſun, which ſeems to perform its daily ſtages 


through the ſky, is, in this reſpect “, fred and im- 


moveable. +*Tis the great axle of heaven, about which 


whedl their ty inhabit, and other more ſpacious orbs, 
their ſtated courſes. —The ſun, though ſeeming- 


22 I ſay, in this reſpett ; that I may not ſeem to forget, or 
ly 
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ly ſmaller than the dial it illuminates, is abundantly 
larger * than this whole earth ; on which ſo many lofty 
mountains riſe, and fuch vaſt oceans roll. A line, ex- 
tending from ſide to fide, through the centre of that 
reſplendent orb, would meaſure more than eight hun- 
dred thoufand miles : a girdle, formed to go round its 
circumference, would require a length of millions: 
were its ſolid contents to be eftimated, the account 
would * = underſtanding, and be almoſt 
beyond the power of lan to expreſs 4.—Are we 
ſtartled at theſe reports of philoſophy? As we ready 
to cry out, in a tranſport of ſurpriſe, How mighty is 
the Being, who kindled ſuch a igious fire; and 
1 . from age to age, ſuch an enormous maſs 
of flame Let us attend our philoſophic guides; and 
we ſhall be brouglit acquainted with ions more 
enlarged and more amazing. tel 
This fun, with all its attendant planets, is but a ve- 
oy little part of the grand machine of the univerſe: 
very ſtar, though, in appearance, no bigger than 
the diamond that glitters upon a lady's ring, is reall 
a vaſt globe, like the ſun in ſize, and in glory, no 
ſpacious, no leſs luminous, than the radiant ſource of 
our day. So that every ſtar is, not barely a world, 
but che centre of a magnificent ſyſtem; has à retinue 
of worlds, irradiated by its beams, and i 
round its attractive influence. All which are loſt to 
our ſight, in unmeaſurable wilds of æther. That the 


* A hundred thouſand times, according to the laue reck- 
oning. Sir Isaac Nx w rox computes the ſun to be 900,000 
times bigger than the earth. Religious Philoſopher, p. 749. 

+ Dr DER HAM, after having calculated the dimenſions of 
the planets, adds, Amazing as theſe maſſes are, they are all 
far outdone. by that ſtupendous globe of light, the ſun ; 
« which, as it is the fountain of light and heat to all the pla- 
** nets about it, ſo doth it far ſurpaſs them all in its bulk: its 
apparent diameter being computed at 822, 148 Engliſh miles, 
its ambit at 2,582,873 miles, and its ſolid contents at 290, 
** $7 1,000,000,000,009,” Altre - Tool. book I. * 
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ſtars appear like ſo many diminutive, and ſcarce diſ- 
tinguiſhahle paint, is owing to their unmenſe and in- 
conceivable diſtance. immenſe and anconceivable in- 
deed it is; ſince a ball, ſhot from the loaded cannon; 
and flying, with unabated rapidity, muſt travel, at 
this impetuous rate, almoſt feven hundred thouſand 
years , before it could reach —_—— of tha 
twinkling uminarics. 

Can any thing be more debut des Wei ehfer 
vations? Ves: there are truths far more 3 
there are ſcenes far more extenſive, ' As there is no 
end of the almighty Maker's greatnels.; ſo no imagi- 
nation can ſet limits to his creating hand. Cud you 
ſoar the moon, and paſs throagh all-the plane: 
tary choir; could you wing your e Dok 
apparent far, and take „ 
— 


of heaven: 
expanded ; ant ber tbr diſtributing wars i. 


— beams by day; other ors, aha the 
horrors of the alternate night: and other 4, Perhaps 
nobler -/y/fems, eſtabliſhed; eſtabliſhed, in unknown 
profuſion, through the boundleſs dimentions.of ſpace. 
Nor does the dominion of the univerſal: 
terminate there. Even at the end of -this 3 
you would find yourſelf advanced no further than 
ſuburbs of creation; arrived r 


N e ED N N > 1 DA! 
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A - 


. * See Religious Philaſopber, p. $19. 

+ Bee 4fro-Thealagy, bock II. — II. TE — the 
author, having affigncd various reaſons to ſupport this theory 
af our modern aftronomers, adds. Beſides the foremention- 
ed ſtrong probabilities, we have this farther recommenda- 
tion uf ſuch an account of the univerſe; that it is far more 
„ magnificem, and worthy of the infinite r chan any 
other af the narrower ſchemes.“ 

1 Job, after .2 moſt beautiful diſtertation on the mighty 
works of -GOD, as they are diſtributed through univerſal na- 
_ from the heights of heaven, to the very depths of hell, 


cloſes 
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And do they tell me, that the ſun, the moon, and 
all the planets, are but a little part of H LS: works? 
How great, then, are his ſigns and how mighty are hs 
wonders * ./——And if ſo, what is the CREATOR 
himſelf! How far exalted above all praiſe! who is fo 
high, that he looks down on the higheſt af theſe daz · 
e, and ſees even the ſummit of creation in 
a vale: fo great, that this prodigious extent of ſpace 
is but a point in his preſence ; and all this confluence 
of worlds, as the lighteſt atom, that fluctuates in air, 
and fports in the mendian ray +. 4 ot 


doſes the magnificent account with this acknowledgment; "Zo? 
theſe are parts of his ways, Or, as the original word more li- 
terally ſignifies, and may, I think, be more elegantly rendered; 
Theſe are only the  ſtirts, the very outermoſt” borders of his 
works. No more than a ſmall preface to the immenſe volume 
of the creation. From the Hebrew NN extremitates, I can- 
not forbear thinking on the extreme and very attenuated #- 
bret of the root, when compared with the whole fubſtance of 
the trunk; or on the exquiſitely ſmall ſize of the capillary veſ- 
ſels, when compared with the whole ſtructure of the body. Job 
XXVi. 14. | a 


Dan. iv. 3. 10 1 * 

+ This puts me in mind of a very finc remark. on à ſcriptu- 
ral beauty, and a ſolid . the common tranſlation, 
made by that learned, ſagacious, and devout expoſitor Vit ringa. 
I. xl. 15. we find it written of the Supreme Being, that 
be taketh up the ifles as a very little thing. Which, our critic 
obſerves, is neither anſwerable to the import of the original, nor 
conſonant to the ſtructure of the diſcourſe. The prophet had 
no intention to inform mankind, what the Almighty could d 
with regard to the iſlands, if he pleaſed to exert uncontrollable 
power. His deſign was to. ſhew, how inſignificant, or rather 
what mere nothings they are, in his eſteem, and before his ma- 
jeſty.— The iſlands, ſays he, though fo ſpacious, as to afford 
room for the erection of kingdoms, and the abode of nations; 
though ſo At rong, as to withſtand, for many thouſands of years, 
the raging and reiterated affaults of the whole watery world; 
2re yet, before the adored JEnov an, ſmall as the minuteſt 
grain, u hich the eye can ſcarce diſcern ; tight as the feathered 
note, which the teaſt breath hurries away like a — 
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Thou moſt ſublime and incompregbenſibly glorious 
God, how am I overwhelmed with awe! how ſunk 
into the loweſt proſtration of mind! when I conſider 
thy © excellent greatneſs,” and my own utter inſignifi- 
cancy — And have I, exceſſively mean as I am, have ! 
entertained any conceited apprebenſions of myſelf? Have 
felt the leaſt elatement of thought, in the preſence 
of ſo majeſtic and adorable a Being? How ſhould 
this wound me with ſorrow, and cover me with con- 
fuſion '=O my 60 D, was I poſſeſſed of all the high 

rfetions, which accompliſh and adorn the angels of 
ight; amidit all theſe noble endowments, I would fall 
down in the deepe/t abaſement at thy feet. Loſt in the 
infinitely ſuperior blaze of thy uncreated glories, | 
would confeſs myſelf to be nothing; to be leſs than 
nothing, and vanity.—How much more ought I to 
maintain the moſt unfeigned humiliation; before thy 
divine Majeſty ; who am not only duſt and afhes, but 
a compound of ignorance, imperfection, and depravity ! 


WuLs, beholding this vaſt expanſe, Learn my own 


extreme meanneſs, I would alſo diſcover the abje& ht- 


tleneſs of all terreſtrial things.—What is the earth, 
with all her oftentatious ſcenes, compared with this a- 
ſoniſhingly grand furniture of the ſkies? What, but 
a dim ſpeck, Hardly perceivable in the map of the uni- 
verſe? It is obſerved, by a very judicious writer *, 
That if the ſan himſelf, whichenlightens this part of the 
creation, was extinguiſhed ; and all the hoſt of plane- 
tary worlds, which move about him, were annihilated ; 
| would not be miffed, by an eye that can take in 
the whole compaſs of nature, any more than a grain of 
ſand upon the ſea-thore. The bulk of which they con- 
fiſt, and the ſpace which. they occupy, is ſo exceeding- 


v ro ER lnfule ſunt ut leve quid, quod avolat. The 
a rooted iſlands are as the volatile atom, which, by the gen- 
tleſt undulations of the air, is wafted to and fro in perpetual agi- 
tation. HOPS: IPL PLS . >, 

| | 7 


of 
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ly little in compariſon of the whole, that their loſs 
would ſcarce leave a blank in the immenſity of Gop's 
works.—lf then, not our globe only, but this whole 
ſyſtem, be ſo very diminutive ; what is a kingdom, or 
a county? What are a few /ord/hips, or the ſo much 
admired patrimonies of thoſe who are ſtyled wealthy *? 
When I meaſure them with my own little pittance, 
they ſwell into proud and bloated dimenſions. But, 
when I take the univerſe for my ſtandard, how ſcanty 
is their ſize, how contemptible their figure! They 
ſhrink into pompous nothings f. vo 

When the keen-eyed cagle ſoars above all the fea- 
thered race, and leaves their very ſight below ; when 
ſhe wings her way, with direct aſcent, up the ſteep of 
heaven ; and, ſteadily gazing on the meridian ſun, ac- 
counts its beaming "Farm. all her own: does ſhe 
then with any ſolicitude, the mote that is fly- 
ing in the air, or the du/? which ſhe ſhook from her 
feet? And ſhall this eternal mind, which is capable 
of contemplating its Creator's glory ; which is intend- 
ed to enjoy the viſions of his countenance ; ſhall this 
eternal mind, endued with ſuch great capacities, and 
made for {ſuch exalted ends, be ſo ignob'y ambitious, us 
to ſigh for the tinſels of ſtate ; or ſo poorly covetous, ay 

to graſp after ample territories on a needle's point ? 
No; under the influence of ſuch conſiderations, I feel 
my ſentiments expand, and my wiſhes acquire a turn 
of ſublimity. My 8 deſires after worldly 
grandeur die away; and I myſelf, if not poſſeſſed 
of power, yet ſuperior to its charms. Too long, muſt 
I own, have my affections been pinioned by vanity, and 
immured in this earthly clod. But theſe thoughts 
break the ſhackles f. Theſe objects open the _ of 
liberty. 
Juvat inter fidera vagantem divitum pavimente. ridere, et 

totam cum auro ſuo ter ram. SEN. £y 

+ Terrella grandia inania. WartTs's Hor. lyr. 

{ The ſoul of man was made to walk the ikies, 
Delightful outlet of her priſon here 
Vo. I. No 4. Ther 


o 
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liberty. My ſoul, fired by ſuch noble proſpects, weighs 
2 Hom this little Es and e e Lond a- 
bout its contracted ſhores; dotes no longer on its 
painted ſhells. The fmmenſity of things is her range; 
and an mfinity of bliſs is her aim. | 


 BeforD this immenſe expanſe, and admire the con- 
deſcenſion of thy GO 0.—In this manner, an 152 
and princely aſtronomer improved his ſurvey of the 
nocturnal heavens. When I conſider thy heavens, even 
the worte of thy fingers, the moon and the ſtars whith 
thou haſt ordained ; I am ſmitten with wonder at thy 
glory, and cry out in a tranſport of gratitude, LORD, 
what it man, that thou art mindful of him? or the ſon of 
man, that thou viſiteſ him“? „ How amazing, how 
* charming, is that divine benignity, which is pleaſed 
to bow down its ſacred regards to ſo fooliſh and 
« worthleſs a creature! yea, diſdains not, from the 
height of infiniteexaltation, to extend its Kind provi- 
« dential care to our moſt minute concerns !—This is 
« amazing. But that the everlaſting Sovereign ſhould 
* give his Son, to be made fleſh, and become our 8a- 
* viour! ſhall I call it a miracle of condeſcending 
& goodneſs? Rather, what are all miracles, what arc 
* all myſteries, to this ineffable gift!“ | 

Had the brigbteſt archangel been commiſſioned to 
come down, with the olive-branch of peace in his 
hand, ſignifying his eternal Maker's readineſs to be re- 
conciled; on our bended knees, with tears of joy, and 
a torrent of thankfulneſs, we ought to have received 
the 1 0 But when, inſtead of ſuch an 
angelic envoy, he ſends his only-begotten Son, his Son 


There, diſencumber'd from her chains, the tics 
Of toys terre trial, ſhe can rove at large; 
There freely can reſpire, dilate, extend, 
In full proportion let looſe all her'pow'rs. 
3 La Nigbt-Thoughts, No IX. 
* Pſal. viii. 3. 4. 
beyond 
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beyond all thought illuſtrious, to make us the gracioas- 
overture ;—ſends him from the © habitation of his ho- 
e lineſs and glory,” to put on the infirmities of mor- 
tality, and dwell in a tabernacle of clay :—ſends him, 
not barely to make us a tranſient viſit, but to abide 
many years in our inferior and miſerable world: ſends 
him, not to exerciſe dominion over monarchs, but to 
wear out his life in the ĩgnoble form of a ſervant ; and, 
at laſt, to make his exit under the infamous character 
of a malefactar Was ever love like this? Did ever 

ce ſtoop ſo low * ?—Should the ſun be ſhorn of all 
is radiant honours, and degraded into a cid of the 
l ſhould all the dignitaries of heaven be de- 
poſed from their thrones, and degenerate into 7n/er of 


Fg 


This reminds me-of a very noble piece of ſacred oratory, 
where, in a fine ſeries of the moſt beautiful gradations, the 
apoſtle diſplays the admirably-condeſcending kindneſs of our 
Saviour.—He thought it no, robbery, it was his indiſputable right, 
to be equal with the infinite, ſelf-exiſtent, immortal GO D. Tet, 
ia mercy to ſinners, he emptied himſelf of the incommunicable 
hotouts, and laid aſide the robes of incomprehenſible glory. 
When he entered upon his mediatorial ſtate, inſtead of ati 
in the grand capacity of univerſal Sovereign, he took upon him 
the form of a ſervant : and not the form of thoſe miniſteri 
ſpirits, whaſe duty is dignity itſelf ; who are throned, thou 
adoring, —He took not on him the nature of angels, but ſoop- 
ed incomparably low; aſſumed a body of animated duſt, and 
was made in the likeneſs of men; thoſe inferior and depraved 
creatures, — Aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion ! but not ſufficient for 
the overflowing richneſs of the Redeemer's love. Far, being 
found in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf farther ſtill ; oc- 
cupied the loweſt place, where all was low and. igaoble, He 
not only ſubmitted to the yoke. of the law, but alſo, bore the 
infirmities, and miniſtered to the neceſſities of mortals. Hee- 
ven waſhed the feer of others, and had not where to lay his 
own head, — Yea, he carried his meritorious humiliation to the 
very deepeſt degrees of poſlible abaſement. He became obedient 
unto death: — and not to a common or natural death, but a 
death more infamous than the gibbet; more torturous than 
the rack; — ven the accurſed death of the croſs. Phil, ii. 6. 
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z day; great, great would be the abaſement. But n 
thing to thine, moſt bleſſed JESUS]; nothing to thine, 
thou Prince of peace; when, for us men, and for our 
ſalvation, thou didſt not abhor the coarſe accommoda- 
tions of the manger ; thou didſt not decline even the 
gloomy horrors of the g rave. 

Nis well, the ſacred - Aug have given this doctrine 
the moſt explicit confirmation, and. evidence quite in- 
— Otherwiſe, a _— ſo undeſerved, —- 
unexpect 1 and rich ad imagination, might 
ſtagger -our belief. Corll. Hx, who launches all theſe | 
on reves. the Reniteile void; and 
— on in their extenſive ca- 

— CRE: to be confined by the 
g cord, and kis back to be ploughed by the bloody 
= ?-—Coutd Ht, who crowns all the ſtars with in- 
extinguiſhable brightneſs, be himfelf defiled with /pit- 
ting, and disfigured with the thorny fear? It is the 

eſt of wonders, and yet the ſureſt of truths. 

O! ye mighty orbs, that roll along the ſpaces of the 
y; I wondered, a little while ago, : at your vaſt di- 
and ample cwreuits. But now my amazement 


ceſs; or rather, —— — 
inks, 


your enormous 
bulk is ne ue fr: er your igious revolu- 
tions are contracted to a ſpan; while I muſe upon the 
far more elevated heights, and unfathomable depths; 
the inſinitely more extended lengths, and unlimited 


breadths of this love of G 0 D in CHRIST JESUS *. 


© ConTenrtatiNG this ſtately expanſe, | ſee a mirror, 
which Ns, in the moſt awful colours, the Hhai- 
N t. Ten thouſand volumes, wrote 
5s to dif y the aggravations of my various 

200 of diſobedience, could not ſo eſſectually convince 
me of thar inconceivable enormity, as the conſidera- 


* Eph; iii. 18. 19. 
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tion of that all- glerious perſon *, who, to make an at- 
onement for them, ſpilt the laſt drop of his blood. 
T have ſinned, may every child of Adam ſay; and what 
hall I do unto thee, O thou Obſerver of men 4* Shall T 
give my firſt-born for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit of 
my body for the ſin of my ſoul? Vain commutation” 
and ſuch as would be by the bleſſed Gop, with 
the utmoſt abhorrence. — Will all the potentates, that 
ſway the ſceptre in a thouſandkingdoms, devote their 
royal and honoured lives, to reſcue an obnoxious crea- 
ture from the ſtroke of vengeance? 2 
coſt more, incomparably more, to expiate the 
nity of ſm, and fave a guilty wretch from hell. 
all the principalities of BT be content — 
r n e en en e e 


Even 


» Quo quiſque altius aſcendit in agnitione Canisri, co o Pre- 
Fundius peccati atrocitatem cognoſcet, 

+ Job vii. 20. _— END as it ſtands in our verſion, 
* ober ver of men ich phraſe, as it denotes the exact 
and inceſſant inſpection of the divine eye; as it intimates the 
abſolute impoſſibility, that any tranſgreſſion thould 2/cape the 
divine motice; is evidentiy moſt pro Proper, i both to aſſign che rea- 
ſon, and heighten the emphaſis of the context. 

t MiLTon-ſets this thought in a very poetical and ſtriking 
light.— All the ſanctities of heaven ſtand round the throne of 
the Supreme Majeſty. -Gop foreſees and foretels the fall of 
_ E on his tranſgreſ- 

and the utter impoſſibility of his n to n 
himſelf from the abyſs of miſcry. 
He, with his whole pefterity, muſt die; © ñ 00 4 
Die he, or juſtice muſt ; unleſs for bis 
Some «ther able, and as willing, pay N 
The rigid ſatigſaction, death for death.” | 
After which affecting repreſentation, intended to raiſe the 2 
S to 
all the ſurrounding angels: how 
— 4 heav'nly powers, where ſhall we fad ju PE 


hich of you will be mortal, to redeem _ 
A 3 | 3 5 
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—— would — Gen a 5 —.＋ —— 

rable juſtice; too a reparation o D's 40Jur 
honour, - So flagrant is _— that nothing but 
2 victim of 1nfinete dignity c conſtitute an ade- 
quate-propitiation, fir who ſaid, · Let there be light, 
and there was light; Let there be a firmament, 
and immediately the blue. curtains floated in the ſky ; 
He muſt take fleſn; Hz mult feel the fierce torments 
of crucifixion ; and Pour out his ſoul in agen, A 
ever ſuch are pardoned. 

How vaſt is that debt, 2 all the wealth of both 
the Indies cannot diſcharge | How vitiated that habit 
of body, which all the drugs produced by nature her- 
ſelf, cannot rectify | - But bow much more ruined was 
thy condition, Om ſoul! how much more hainous 
were thy crimes: Since nothing leſs than the ſuffer- 

ings and death of Meſſiah, the Son of Go p, and ra- 
diant image of his glory, could effect thy recovery, or 
cancel thy iniquity.— Though perhaps thou art not 
ſunk ſo very deep in pollution, as — of the moſt 
— remember the ineſtimable 
ranſom to redeem from deſtruc· 
tion. "Remember this z _— EET y mouth 


„ eee LF the NY 
Ve ft d. but all the 2 a ee 


n 46 en led. an rinifeable lp pirit and WJ in 005 
laſt circumſtance.— That ſuch an — multitude of ge. 
nerous and compaſſionate beings, ſhould be ftruck dumb with 
-Y e and terror, at the very mention of the deadly forfeiture 
ranſom ſet! No language is ſo eloquent as this filence. 
Words could not poſſibly. have expreſſed, in ſo emphatical a 
manner, the dreadful nature of the taſk ; the ab/olute inability of 
any or all creatures to execute it; the {pb net and match- 
Teſs leve of the eternal Son,” in undertaking the tremendous 
work; not only without reluctance, but unfought and unim- 
Foo i readineſs, alacrity, and . fe Left, 
III. line 20g. Edit, Nervt. 1 1 
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« any more *, either to murmur at the divine cha- 
ſtiſements, or to g/ory in thy own attainments. Re- 
member thus ; even © /oath thyſelf + for the mul- 
« titude of thy provocations,” and thy great baſcnels. 


Oncx more: let me view this beautiful, this magni- 
ficent expanſe; and conceive ſome juſter appreben- 
ſions of the unknown richneſs of my Saviour's atane- 
ment.— am informed by a writer who cannot miſtake, 
that the High Prieſt of my profeſſion, who was 'allo 
the ſacrifice for my ſins, is higher than the heavens } ; 
more exalted in dignity, more bright-mich glory, than 
all the heavenly 1:.anfions, and all their illuſtrious inha- 
bitants. If my heart was humbled at the conſidera- 
tion of its exceſſive guilt, how do all my drooping 
powers revive at this delightful thought? The poor 
criminal, that ſeemed to be tottering on the very brink 
of the infernal pit, is raiſed, by ſuch a belief, even to 
the portals of paradiſe. My ſelt. abaſement, I truit, 
CHEE continue; but my fears, under the influ- 
ence of ſuch a conviction, are quite gone ||. 1 
7 227 _ > 
* Ezek. xvi, 63. + Ezek. xxxvi. 31. f Heb. vii; 26. 
Lam ſorry to find, that ſome of my readers were a little 
difguſted at this expreflion, * y fears are quite gone: as 
inking, it diſcovered a tincture of arrogance in che writer, 
and tended to diſcourage the weak Chriſtian. But, 1 hope, 
a more mature conſideration will acquit me from both theſe 
charges. —For what has the author ſaid? Only, that at ſome 
peculiarly happy moments, when the Holy Ghoſt bears witneſs 
of Ennis r in his heart, and he is favoured with a glimpſe of 
the Redeemer's matchleſs excellency ;—that, in theſe brighter 
intervals of life, his trembling fears, with regard to the deci- 
five ſentence of the great tribunal, are turned into pleaſing ex- 
pectations. And what is there in ſuch à declaration offetfive 
to the ricteſt modeſty, or diſpiriting to the uralte believer? 
Inſtead of creating diſcouragement, it points out the way to 
obtain a ſettled tranquillity. Its natural tendency is, to engage 
the ſerious mind in a more conſtant and attentive meditation 
on the unknown merits of the Divine ME DIAT GR. And 
4 4 Were - 
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I cannot, doubt the efficacy of this propitiation. While 
I fee a glimpſe of its matchleſs excellency, and verily 
believe myſelf intereſted in its merits; I know not 
what it is to feel any miſgiving ſuſpicions ; but am 
ſtedfaſt in faith, and joyful through 1 
Be my iniquities like debts of millions of talents, 
here is more than full payment for all that prodigious 
ſum. Let the enemy of mankind, and accuſer o the 
brethren, load me with invectives; this one plea, A di- 
vine Redeemer died, moſt thoroughly quaſhes every in - 
dictment. For, though there be much turpitude, 
and manifold tranſgreſſions, there is no condemnation 
to thoſe that are in CynisT Jes Gs.“ —Nay,” were 
I chargeable with all the vileſt deeds, which have been 
committed in every age of the world, by every nation 
1 _ in this moſt deplorable caſe, g need not 
into deſpair. Even ſuch guilt, though grievous 
beyond all expreſſion, is not 2 with that 
abundance of om and righteoufneſs, which dwell in 
the incarnate Divinity. How great, how tranſcendent- 
glorious, are the perſections of the adored JERovan! 
So great, ſo ſuperlatively precious, is the expiation of 
the dying Ixs us. *Tis impoſſible for the human mind 
to exalt this atanement * too highly; tis impoſſible 
for the nuMBLE PEzxiTENT to confide in it too _ 


were we more thoroughly acquainted, more deeply affected, with 
his unutterable dignity ; I am perſuaded, our pneafy appre- 
henfions would propertionably vaniſh; our faith be eſtabliſhed, 
our hopes brightened, and our joys enlarged. 

* This doctrine, though rich with cenſolat ien to the ruined 
ſinner ; yet is it not likely to open a door for licentiouſneſs, and 
embolden tranſgreſſors to proſecute their VICES ?—No: it 
is the moſt powerful motive to that genuine repentance, which 
flows from an unfeigned love of Gop ; and operates in a hearty 
deteſtation of all fin. One, who khew the unmcaſurable good- 
neſs of the Lon p, and was ro firanger to the finful perverſe- 
neſs of our nature, ſays, There is mercy with thee : THERE- 
FORE thou be feared. Pal. cxxx. 4,— Words full to 
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dily. The ſcriptures, the ſcriptares of eternal truth, 
have Gaid it (exult, my foul, in the belief of it)), that 
the blood on which we rely, is Gop's own blood *; 
and therefore al-ſufthcient to expiate, omnipotent to 
ſave. 

David, that egregious ſinner, but more exempla- 
ry faint, ſeems to have been well acquainted with this 
comfortable truth. What elſe can be the import of 
that very remarkable, but moſt devout declaration? 


Thou ſhalt purge me + with hyſſc 712 and I Hall be clean : 
ll 


thou ſhalt waſh me, and I ſha whiter than ſnow: — 
I have been guilty, I muſt confeſs, of the moſt com- 
plicated and ſhocking crimes : —_— inflamed by 
every aggravating circumſtance, with yet . 
« ſelf, my neighbour, and my Gov. They wo ; 
a have been blefled above men, and the 
favourite of providence ; my nei — — . 
«© moſt dear and tender dens — — 
« injured ; my GOD, who might jullly expect the moſt 
grateful returns of duty, inſtead of ſuch enormous 
* violations of his law. Yet, — and execrable 
* as ence is, it is no to ä 
4 Shel that great — va was 
the foundations of the world; in whom ally e | 
« thers truſted ; who is the hope of all the ends of the 
earth. Though my conſcience be more loathſome, 
vith adulterous i Hee tie than the dunghil/ ; though 
«© treachery and murder have — it even black 


my purpoſe; which at once add the hig heft authority to this 
—— and direct our minds to its proper influence, and due 
2 


* Adds xx. 28; 


+ Pt u. +. Thou ſhalt purge. I prefer this tranſlation 
before the new one, Becauſe this ſpeaks the language of a 
more ſtedfaſt belief, and gives the higheſt honour to the divine 
goodneſs. Were the words intended to bear no more than the 
common petitionary ſenſe, and not to be expreſſive of a noble 
plerophory of faith; they would rather have been YxQN and 


u imperatives, not futures, 


| 
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eas the gloom of hell; yet, waſhed in © the fountain 
opened for ſin and for uncleanneſs *, I thall be,. I 
ſay not, pure only, this were a gement to the 
«- efticacy of my Saviour's death; but I ſhall be fair 
« as the /ily, and white as the ſnow. Nay, let me 
not deregate from the glorious object of my confi- 
« dence; cleanſed by this ſovereign ſanctifying fiream, 
6% L chall be fairer — the tull-blown __ WO than 
<« the new-fallen inows." ' 


- POWER, ſaith the Spes belongeth unto GOD 4. 
—And-in what majeſtic lines is this attribute of Jt Ho- 
van 0n? eſpecially, et oh the whole volume of the 
creation u ſe magnificent 
unfolded in yonder ſtarry regions: which are — 
ſtyled, by the ſweet and ſeraphic finger of uel, the 
„ firmament of his power 175 becauſe the ex- 
ploits of amnipotence are there diſplayed with the utmoſt 
pomp, and recorded in the moſt Tegible characters. 
Who, that looks upward to the midnight-ſky ; and, 
with an eye of reaſon, beholds its — — 
who can forbear inquiring, Of what were thoſe mighty 
orbs farmed: — Amazing to relate! they were produ- 
ced without materials. They ſprung from emptineſs 
itſelf. The ſtately fabric of univerſal nature emerged 
out of nothing. —What inſſruments — —— the 
ſupreme Architect, to faſhion the ex- 
quiſite niceneſs, and give ſo beau poliſh to the 
whole ? How was all connected into one e Hein 
tioned, and nobly · ſiniſhed ſtructure 4A — iat ac- 
compliſhed all. LET THEM BE, ſaid Gp. He added 
no more ; and immediately the marvellous edifice aroſe ; 
adorned with ev — ; diſplaying innumerable per- 
fections; and d g. — — enraptured ſeraphs, its 
great Creator-s praiſe. By the word of the Lozxp 
c , were the heavens made, and all the hoſts of them 


ech. xiii, 1 I, e . * K. ' 
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4 by the breath of his mouth *.” — What forceful ma- 
ch nery fixed ſome of thoſe ponderous on an im- 
moveable baſis? What irreſiſtible impulſe bowled others 
through the circuit of the heavens? What coercive e- 
nergy confined their impetuous courſes within limits aſto- 
niſhingly large, yet moſt minutely true: Nothing but 
his ſovereign will. For all things were at firſt conſtituted, 
and all to this day abide, according to his ordinance.” 
Without any toilſome aſſiduity or laborious procels, 
to raiſe—to touch to heal ſuch a multitude. of im- 
menſe bodies into being ;—to launch them through the 
ſpaces of the ſky, as an arrow from the hand of 2 
ant ; —to impreſs on ſuch unzweldy maſſes a motion 
outſtripping the ſwiftneſs of the, winged: creation +; 
—and to continue them in the ſame rapid wharl, tor 
thouſands and thouſands of years ;—what an amazing 
inſtance of infinite might is this !—-Can any thing be 
impoſſible to the Loxp, the LoD God; the Creator 
and Controller of all the ends of the earth, all the re- 
gions of the univerſe? Rather, is not all that we 


count difficult, perfect caſe to that glorious Hong 
no 


* If this thought is admitted a ſecond time, and ſuffered to 
ennoble the next paragraph; it is partly, becauſe of its un- 
equalled /ublimity ; partly, becauſe it awakens the moſt grand 
idea of creating power; and partly, becauſe the practice 
of the p/almift, an authority too great to be controverted, 
is my precedent, —The beautiful ftanza quoted from Pal. 
XXxili. 6. is a proof, how thoroughly the * poet entered 
into the majeſty of the Moſaic narration. - The repetition of 
the ſentiment, ver. 9. intimates, how peculiarly he was charm- 
ed with that noble manner of deſcribing the divine operations. 
While the turn of his own compoſition ſhews, how 
he poſſeſſed the ſame elevated way of thinking. And this, 
long before Longinus wrote the celebrated treatiſe, which has 
taught the Heathen, as well as the Chriſtian world, to admire 
the dignity of the Fewi/b legiſlator's ſtyle; Vid. Loi. de 
Sublim. ſect. IX. A F ** „„ 

F To give one inſtance of this remark.— The earth, in che 
diurnal revolution, which it performs on its own axis, whirls 
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who onlyſ pake, and the world was made * ? who on- 
iy gave command, and the ſtupendous axle was lodged 

aſt, the lofty wheels moved complete ?—What a ture 
defence, O my foul, is this everlaſting ſtrength of thy 
God! Be this thy continual refuge, in the article of 
. ; this thy never- failing reſource, in every time 
What cannot this uncontrollable power of the great 
Jenovan effect for his people? Be their miſeries ever 
fo galling, cannot this Gop relieve them? Be their 
wants ever ſo numerous, cannot this Gop ſupply them? 
Be their corruptions within ever ſo inveterate, or their 
—— without -_ ſo importunate; cannot this 
an „ mi God ſubdue the former, and fortify 
— | — latter — Should trials, with an in- 
ceſlant vehemence, ſift thee as wheat; ſhould Tribula- 
tion, with a weight of woes, almoſt grind thee to 
powder; ſhould Pleaſure, with her bewitching miles, 
folicit thee to delicious ruin; yet © hold thee faſt by 
* Gop,” and lay thy help upon him that is omnipo- 
tent f. Thou canſt not be involved in ſuch calami- 
. | tous 
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Ms ana a. Po. = , ac i oa a i& a ans an 


about at the rate of above a thouſand miles an hour. Andas 
the great orbit which it deſcribes annually round the ſun, is 
reckoned at 540 millions of miles, it muſt travel near a million 
and a half each day. What a force muſt be requiſite, to pro- 
trude ſo vaſt a globe; and wheel it on, loaded as it is with 
huge mountains, and ponderous rocks, at ſuch a proces 
degree of rapidity ! It ſurpaſſes human conception l— 

natural, how pertinent, how almoſt neceſſary, after ſuch an 
| is the acknowledgment made by holy Zeb, / 
know that Tho canft do every thing, and that ne thought, no 
imaginable ſcheme, can be with-holden from thee, can lie beyond 
thy power to execute. Chap. xlii. 2. | 


| * Plal, xxxiii. 9. yu 

I lt is a moſt charming deſcription, as well as a moſt com- 

Fortable promiſe, which we find in J. Al. 29. 30. g1—HE 
. giveth power to the feeble ; and to them that have no might at 

all, be not only imparteth, but increa/eth firength ; making 
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to the genius of our Bible, a/l the power that oppoſes the god- 
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tous circumſtances, or expoſed to ſuch imminent pe- 
ril; but thy Gop, whom thou ſerveſt, is able to de- 
liver thee from the one, and to ſupport thee under 
the other. To ſupport” to deliver! let me not diſho- 


to abound, where it did not ſo much as exiſt.— Without this 
aid of JEHOVAH, even the youths, amidſt the very prime of 


their vigour and _— Hall become languid in their work, 
4 


and weary in their cou And the young men, to whoſe re- 


ſolution and abilities nothing ſeemed impracticable, ball not 


only not ſucceed, but utterly fall, and miſcarry in their various 
enterpriſes. — M hbereas they that wai 
confide in his grace, fhall preſs on, with a generous ardor, 
from one degree of religious improvement to another. Inſtead 
of exhauſting, they ſball renew their ftrength ; difficulties thall 
animate, and toil invigorate them. They ſhall mount up as 
with ſoaring wings, above all oppoſition ; they {hall be carried 
through every diſcouragement, as eagles cleave the yielding 
air. They ſball run, with ſpeed and alacrity, the way of Gop's 
commandments, and not be weary : they ſhall on (A 
progredientur, carpent iter ) with conſtancy and perſeverance, 
in thoſe peaceful paths, and not faint ; but arrive at the end 
of their progreſs, and receive the prize of their high calling. 
To this moſt chearing doctrine, permit me to add its no 
leſs beautiful and delightful contraft. Fliphaz, ſpeaking of the 
enemies of the righteous, ſays - WIN? — which is 
rendered by a great critic in ſacred learning, Nihil exciſum factio 
nobis adverſaria. We ſhould reckon our language acquitted 


iſelf tolerably well, if, when depretiating the abilities of an ad- 


verſary, it ſhould repreſent them weak as the ſcorched thread, 
feeble as the diſſolving ſmoke. But theſe are cold forms of 
ſpeech, compared with the eloquence of the eaſt. According 


ly, is a mere . or, to f. with a more emphatical 
air of contempt, à deftroyed, an 2 nothing. Admire 
this expreſſion, ye that are charmed with daring images, and 
(what Tully calls verbum ardens) a ſpirited and glowing diction. 
—Remember this declaration, ye that fight the good fight of 


upon the LORD, and 


faith. The united force of all your enemies, be it ever ſo for- 


midable to the eye of fleſh, is before your almighty Guardian, 
nibil nibiliſſimum, not only nothing, but /eſs than nothing, and 
vanity, Job xxii, 20. 7 


nour 


. 
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nour the unlimited greatneſs of his power. He is 
able to exalt thee, from the deepeſt diſtreſs, to the 


moſt triumphant joy; and to make even a complica- 
tion of evils work together for thy everlaſting good. 

| He is able, not only to accompliſh what I have been 
ſpeaking, but to de exceeding abundantly above all that 
we can aſk or think &. 
O! the woretched condition of the wicked, who have 
this Lo xp of all power for their enemy! O! the de- 
ſperate madneſs of the ungodly, who provoke the Al- 
mighty to jealouſy !—Befotted creatures! are you able 
to contend with your Maker, and enter the liſts againſt 
incenſed Omnipotence? Can you bear the fierceneſs of 
his wrath, or ſuſtain the vengeance of his lifted arm? 
At his preſence, though awfully ſerene, the hills melt 
like wax, and the“ mountains ſkip like frighted 
« lambs.” At the leaſt intimation of his diſpleaſure, 
the foundations of nature rock, and the * pillars of 
« heaven tremble.” How then can a withered leaf 
endure, when his lips are full of indignation, and 
«his tongue as a devouring fire ?”—Or can any thing 
fſereen a guilty worm, when the great and terrible Gon 
ſhall whet his glittering fword, and his hand tale hold on in- 


„ 
- 


I ſhould, in this place, avoid ſwelling the notes any far- 
ther, was it not to take notice of the inimitable paſſage quo- 
ted above, and to be found Eph. iii. 20,—Which, if I do not 
miſtake, is the moſt complete repreſentation of divine 
power, that it is poffible for words to frame.— Lo do all that 
dur tongue can aft, is a miracle of might. But we often 
think more than we can expreſs, and are attuated with © groan 
t ings unutterable.” Yet to anſwer theſe vaſt deſires, is not 
beyond the accompliſhment of our heavenly Father, —Nay, to 
make his gifts and his bleſſings commenſurate to the l/argef 
ftretch of human expectations, is a ſmall thing with the Gon 
of glory. He is able to do above all that the moſt enlarged 
2pprehenfion can imagine; yea, to do abundantly more, exceed- 
ing abundantly more, than the mind itſelf, in the utmoſt ex- 
ertion of all its faculties, is capable of wi/hing, or knows how 
to conceive. 
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exorable judgment? when that hand, which ſhoots the 
ets, maſſes of exceſſive bulk *, with ſuch ſurpri- 
g rapidity, through the ſky : that hand, which 
darts the comets to ſuch unmeaſurable diſtances, be- 
yond the orbit of our remoteſt planet, beyond the 
uit of the ſtrongeſt eye : when THAT Hand is 
tched out to puniſh, can the munition of rocks, the 
intervention of ſeas, or even interpoſing worlds, di- 
vert the blow?—Confider this, Ambition; and bow thy 
haughty creſt. Conſider this, Diſobedience; and bend 
thy iron finew. O! conſider this, all ye that forget, 
or affront, the tremendous Jenovan. He can, by a 
ſingle act of his will, lay the univerſe in utter ruin: 
can he want power to bring you, in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, to the duſt of death, or to 
the flames of hell? He has—1 fay not, ten thouſand 
lightnings to ſcorch you to aſhes ; ten thoufand thun- 
ders to cruſh you into atoms; but, what is unſpeak- 
ably more dreadful, —he has an army of terrors, even 
in the /ook of his angry countenance. His very frown 
is worſe than deſtruction. ds 
I cannot diſmiſs this ſubject, without admiring the 
patience of the bleſſed Gop ; who, though fo ſtrong 
and powerful, yet “is provoked every day.” —Sure- 
ly, as is his majeſty, ſo is his mercy ; his pity al 
er commenſurate to his power, If I vilify but the 
name of an earthly monarch, I loſe my liberty, and 
am confined to the dungeon. If I appear in arms, 
and draw the ſword, againſt my national ſovereign ; 


One of the planets Saturn is ſuppoſed to be more than 


go times as big as the globe on which we live. According to 
the ſane calculation, the largeſt of the planets ( Jupiter is 
above 200 times vaſter, than this vaſt collection of ſpacious fo- 
reſts, towering mountains, extenſive continents, and boundleſs 
oceans. Such enormous magnitude! winged with ſuch prodi- 
gious ſpeed It raiſcs aſtoniſhment beyond expreſſion. A itb 
GOD 1s terrible majeſty Job xxxvii. 22. - be ſball not fear 
THEE, O LORD, and glorify thy name? Rev. xv. 4. 
my 
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my life is forfeited, and my very blood will ſcarce at- 
one for the crime. But thee I have diſhonoured, O 
thou King immortal and inviſible! Againſt thee my 
breaſt has fomented ſecret diſaffeftion ; my behaviour 
has riſen up in pen rebellion; and yet I am ſpared, yet 
Iam — Bea Inſtead of being baniſhed from th 
preſence, I lit at thy table, and am fed from thy band. 
Inſtead of purſuing me with thunder-bolts of ven- 
geance, thy favours furround me on every fide. That 
arm, that injured arm, which might j y fall, with 
irretrievable ruin, on a traitor's head, is moſt 
ouſly ſtretched out, to careſs him with the tendereſt 
endearments, to cheriſh him with every inſtance of 
tal kindneſs O] thou mightieſt, thou beſt of 
— how am I pained at my very ſoul, for fuck 
ſhameful and odious diſingen Let me always 
abominate myſelf, as the Tae of creatures: but 
adore that unweaned long- ſuffering of thine, which 
refuſes to be irritated; /ove that unremitted goodneſs, 
which no acts of ingratitude could ops or ſo much 
as check, in its gracious current. let this ſtub- 
born heart, which duty could not bind, which 
threatenings could not awe, be the captive, the will- 
ing captive, of ſuch triumphant beneſicence. 


In often been ſtruck with wonder at that al 

mighty ſkill, which weighed the mountains in ſcales, 
and the hills in a balance; which propertioned the wa- 
ters in the hollow of its hand, and adju/ted the duſt of 
\ teen But how mu more marvel- 


53 1 12. The duft of the earth, in this ſublime ſcripture, 
fignifies the dry land, or ſolid part of our globe; which is pla- 
ced in contradiſtinction to the whole coll of fluid matter, 
mentioned in the preceding clauſe.— Perhaps, this remarkable 
| on may be intended to intimate, not only the extreme 
niceneſs, which ſtared the dimenſions of the world in gener, 
or in the groſs ; but alſo that particular exatIneſs, with which 


the 
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lous is that magnificent economy, which pa the ſtars 
with inexpreſſible nicety, and meted out the heavens 
with a ſpan! where all is prodigiouſly vaſt ; immenſely 
various; and vet more than mathematically exact. 
Surely the w:i/dom of God manifeſts itſelf in the ſkies, 
and ſhines in thoſe lucid orbs; ſhines on the contem- 
plative mind, with a luſtre incomparably brighter 
than that which their united ſplendors tranſmit to the 


C. 7 15 0 . 
Be bold vonder countleſs multitude of globes; con- 
ſider their amazing magnitude; regard them as the 
ſovereigns of ſo many ſyitems, each accompanied with 
his planetary equipage. Upon this ſuppoſition, what 
2 multiplicity of mighty ſpheres muſt be r arbeps, 
running their e e in the upper regions! Vet none 
miſtake their way, or wander from the goal, though 
they paſs through trackleſs and unbounded fields. 
None fy of from their -orbits, into extravagant ex- 
curſions; none preſi in upon their centre, with too 
near an approach. None interfere with each other in 
their perennial paſſage, or intercept the kindly com- 
munications of another's influence *. But all their 


the very ſmalleſt materials that conſtitute its frame, (not ex- 
pling tac individual atom), were calculated and diſpoſed. — 
7. d. "Tis a ſmall thing to ſay, No ſuch enormous redundan- 
cies, as unneceflary ridges of mountains, were ſuffered to ſubſiſt. 
There was not ſo much as the leaſt grain of ſand ſuperuaur, 
or a ſingle particle of duſt Yeficient,—As the grand aim of che 
deſcription is, to celebrate the conſummate wiſdom, exemplified 
in the creation; and to diſplay that perfect proportion, with 
which every part tallies, coincides, and harmonizes, with the 
whole; I have taken leave to alter the word of our Engliſh 
tranſlation comprehend, and introduce in its Read a 13 
equally faithful to the Hebrew, and more ſignificative of the 
prophet's preciſe idea. cs. * 

The interception of light, by means of an eclipſe; Hap- 
pens very rarely. And then it is of ſo ſbort a contitman 
as not to be at all inconvenient. Nay, it is attended with fuck 
circumſtances, as render it rather uſeful, than prejudicial. 

Vor. I. No 4. 2 rotations 
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rotations proceed in eternal harmony ; keeping ſuch 
time, and obſerving ſuch laws, as — moſt exquiſitely 
adapted to the on of the whole. 


WIILE I contemplate this “ excellent wiſdom, 
« which made the heavens,” and attunes all their mo- 
tions; how am I abaſhed at that mixture of arrogance 
and folly, which has, at any time, inclined me to 
murmur at.thy dyſperſations, O Loxp! What is this, 
but a ſort of implicit treaſon againſt thy ſupremacy, 
and a tacit denial of thy infinite underſtanding? Haſt 
thou ſo regularly placed ſuch a wonderful Ry of 
ſyſtems, through the ſpaces of the univerſe ? didiſt 
thou, without any probationary eſſays, without any 
improving retouches, ſpeak them into the moſt con- 
ſummate perfection ?—doſt thou continually ſuperin- 
tend all their circumſtances, with a ſagacity that never 
miſtakes the minuteſt tittle of propriety ? And ſhall | 
be ſo unaccountably ſtupid, as to queſtion the juſtne/; 
of thy diſcernment, in “ chuſing my inheritance, and 
« fixing the bounds of my habitation !” — Not 3 
ſingle erratum, in modelling the ſtructure, determi- 
ning the diſtance *, and conducting the career of un- 
numbered worlds! And ſhall my peeviſh humour pre- 
ſume to cenſure thy interpoſition, with regard to the 
affairs of one inconſiderable creature; whoſe ſtature, 
in ſuch a comparative view, 1s leſs than a ſpan, and 
his preſent duration little more than a moment? 


_ * The fun in particular, (and let this ſerve as a ſpecimen of 
that moſt curious exactneſs, with which the other celeſtial bo- 
dies are conſtituted -and all their circumſtances regulated), the 
ſun is formed of ſuch a determinate magnitude, and placed at 
Tuch a convenient diſtance,—* as not to annoy, but only re- 
«freſh us, and nouriſh the ground with its kindly warmth. 

2 It it was larger, it would ſet the earth on fire; if /maller, 
« it would leave it frozen. If it was nearer us, we ſhould be 
% ſcorched to death; if farther from us, we ſhould not be 

s able to live for want of heat.” | 
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O! Tao Gop, © in whoſe hand my breath is, and 
« whoſe are all my ways,” let ſuch ſentiments as now 
fleſs m thoughts, be always lively on my heart 
heſe ſhall compoſe my mind into a chearful- acquiel- 
cence, and a thantful ſubmiffion; even when afflic- 
tions gall the ſenſe, or diſappointments break my 
ſchemes. Then ſhall I, like the grateful patriarch &, 
in all the changes of my condition, and even in the 


depths of diſtreſs, erect an altar of adoring reſigna- 


tion, and inſcribe it with the apoſtle's matto, To 
GOD orf WISE. Then, ſhouldſt thou give me 
leave to be the carver of my own fortunes, I would 
humbly deſire to relinquith the grant, and recommit 
the diſpoſal of myſelf to thy unerring beneficence. 
Fully perſuaded that hy coun/els, though — 
my froward inclinations, or even aſſlictive to my fleſh, 
are incomparably more eligible than the blind impulſe 
of my own will, however ſoothing to animal na- 
ture. 


O a careleſs inſpection, you perceive no 
or uniformity in the poſition of the heavenly bodies, 
They appear like an ://uſtrious chaos ; a promiicuous 
heap of ſhining globes ; neither ranked in order, nor 
ing by line. —But what ſeems confuſion, is all re- 
gularity. What carries a ſhow of negligence, is real- 
ly the refult of the moſt maſterly contrivance. You 
think, perhaps, they rove in their aereal flight; but 
they rove by the niceſt rule, and without the leaſt error. 
Their circuits, though ſeemingly devious; their mazes, 
though intricate to our apprehenſions ; are marked 
out, not indeed with golden compaſſes, but by the infi- 
mtely more exact determinations of the all- wiſe Spirit. 


1 * Sce Gen. xii. 7. 8. 
+ — —Mazes intricate, 

Eccentric, interyolv'd ; yet regular 
Then moſt, when moſt irregular they ſeem. 4 


7 
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So, what wears the appearance of calamity, in the 
allotments appointed for the godly, has really the na 
ture of a bleſſing. It iſſues from  fatherly love, and 
will terminate in the richeſt good. If Jeſeph is ſnatched 
from the embraces of an indulgent parent, and aban- 
doned to ſla very in a foreign land; it is in order to ſave 
the holy family ; from perithing by famine ; and to pre- 
ſerve © — ſeed, in whom al 2 nations of the earth 
« ſhould be bleſſed.” If he falls into the deepeſt di. 


-« ww 


—_— 


* 


e, it is on that he may riſe to the higheſt 
onours. Even the confinement of the priſon, by the un. 
ſearchable ings of idence, his way to the 


right hand of the throne itſelf. Let the moſt afflicted ſer. 
vant of Jesus wait the finalupſhot of things. He will the: 
diſcover the 2a expediency of all thoſe tribulati. 
ons, which now, — „he can hardly admit without re- 
luctance, or ſuffer without ſome ſtruggles of * 


© © I ww: = . —__ 


on. Then the guſhing tear, and the heaving fi ; 
turnedintotidesof gratitude, and hymnsof ho tho PORE 1 
In the mean time, let no audacious railer "ck 
tuouſly impeach the divine procedure; but, adoring 
where we cannot comprehend, let us expect the evols 
tion of the myſterious plan. Then ſhall every eye per 
ceive, that the —. labyrinths of providence, wen 
the moſt direct and compendious way, to effect his gene 
ral —— of grace, and to bring about each one's 
*. — Then, alſo, ſhall it be clearly 

ewn, in a preſence of applauding worlds, why Vir 
tue pined in want, while Vice rioted in affluence ; ; wil b 
amiable Innocence fo often dragged the dungeon- chan, . 
while horrid Guilt trailed the robe of Rate. —That day 4 
ne 

Pa 


of univerſal audit, that day of n 


will not only vindicate, but. magnify, the whole manage 
be moral world, 1 
Which, though to us it ſcems eubrou- d, moves on ” 
In higher order ; fitted, and' 2 * 


By wiſdom:'s fincft hand, and ifluin 
In gen ' ral good. a Tuous. Wh I. 586. laſt edit 
ment 
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ment of Heaven. The auguſt ſeſſions ſhall cloſe with 
this unanimous, this glorions acknowledgment : 
e Though clouds and darkneſs, impenetrable by any hu- 
man ſcrutiny, avere ſometimes round about the ſupreme 
** Condyctor of things; yet r:ghteouſneſs and judgment 
« were the conſtant Habitation of hrs ſeat ; the inva- 
« riable ſtandard of all his adminiſtrations.” Thus 
(if I may illuſtrate the grandeſt truths by inferior oc- 
currences) while we view the arras on the fide of lea/? 
diſtinction, it is void of any elegant fancy; without any 
nice ſtrokes of art; nothing but a confuſed jumble or 
incoherent threads. No ſooner 1s the piece beheld in 
its proper aſpect, but the ſuſpected rudeneſs vaniſhes, 
and the moſt curious arrangement takes place. We 
are charmed with deſigns of the fineſt taſte, and figures 
of the moſt graceful form. All is ſhaped with fymme- 
try; all is clad in beauty. | 


Txt goodneſs of Gop is moſt eminently diſplayed 
in che Kies. — Could we take an underſtanding ſurvey 
of whatever is formed by the divine Architect, — 34 
out the Whole extent of material. things; our minds 
would be tranſported with their excellencies, and our 
tongues echo back that great encomium, They are 
good, very good +.” Moſt beautiful {in themſelves; 
contrived by unerring wiſdom; and executed with 1ni- 
mitable ſkill, Moſt »/eful in their functions; exactly 


* Pfſal. xcvii. 2. | + Gen. i. 34. 

tt This eee of the univerſe, and all its parts, has 
been very highly, and very juſtly extolled, by the ancient in- 
quirers into nature ; and was, indeed, an illuſtrious ſcene ſpread 
before the ſages of the Heathen world, wherein to contemplate 
the goodneſs and the glories of the Supreme Being.—It was 
nobly faid, by a Pagan philoſopher, on this occaſton ; Eg ere 
AHac usb; ror Otor Ales Ir That COD, when he undertook 
the work of creation, transformed himſelf into love. Hut he need 
not transform himſelf into this amiable principle; for © Gop 
is love;” as was much more nobly faid by one, whom that 
philgopher would have termed a barbarian. 1 Jobn iv. 8. 
SV 7 fitting 
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fitting the places they fill, and completely anfwcring 
the purpoſes for which they were intended. —Al the 
parts of the inanimate creation proclaim, both by their 
intrinſic and relative excellencies, the all · diffuſive bene- 
ficence of their Maker. | * 35 

How much more wonderful are the diſplays of di- 
vine indulgence, in the worlds of life! Becauſe dead 
matter is incapable of delight, therefore the gracious 
Creator has raiſed innumerable ranks of perceptive exi- 
ſtence; ſuch as are qualified to taſte his bounty, and 
enjoy each a happineſs ſuited to its peculiar ſtate. 
With this view, he furniſhed the regions of inferior 
nature, with an order and a ſeries of ſenſitive beings. 
The waters teem with ſhoals of finny inhabitants. 
The dry land ſwarms with animals of every order. 
The dwellings of the frmament are occupied by mul- 
titudes of winged people. Not ſo much as a green 
leaf, phaloſophers ſay, but lodges and accommodates its 
puny animalcule tenants #.—And wherefore this di- 


verlity 


A very celebrated poet, in a beautiful paragraph on this 
ſubje&, informs his readers, that all nature ſwarms with life. 
In ſubterranean cells, the earth heaves with vital motion, E- 
ven the hard fone, in the very inmoſt recefles of its impenetra- 
ble citadel, holds multitudes of animated inhabitants. The pup 
of mellow fruit, and all the productions of the orchard, fecd 
the inviſible nations. Each /iguid, whether of acid taſte, or 
milder reliſh, abounds with various forms of ſenfitive exiſtence. 
Nor is the pure ffream, or tranſparent air, without their colonies 
oft unſcen people. In which conſtitution of things, we have 

a wonderful-inſtance, not only of the divine goodneſs to thoſe 

minute beings, in giving them a capacity for animal gratifica- 
tions; but of his tender care for mankind, in making them 
imperceptible to our ſenſes. | 


— — Theſe, conceal'd 
By the kind art of ing Heav'n, ef 
'The groſſer eye of man: if the wor 
In worlds i d ſhould on his ſenſes-burſt ; 
From cates ambroſial, and the nectar' d bowl, 
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verſity, this profuſion of living creatures, flying the 
air, treading the ground, and gliding through the 

ths of the ſea? For chis moſt glorious n. — 
That the eternal Sovereign may exerciſe his ſuperabun- 
dant goodneſs; that his fable may be furniſhed with 
millions and millions of gueſts ; that he may fill, every 
hour, every moment, their mouths with food, or 
their hearts with gladneſs. 

But what a ſmall theatre are three or four elements 
for the operations of ]JEH ov Aan's bounty! His mag- 
niſicent liberality ſcorns fuch ſcanty limits. If you 
aſk, Wherefore E he created a/l worlds, and repleniſh- 
ed them with an unknown multiplicity of beings, rifin 
one above another, in an endleſs gradation of ſtill 
richer endowments, and {till nobler capacities? The 
anſwer is,. For the manifeſtation of his own glory, 
and eſpecially for the communication of his inexhauſtible 
beneſicence *. The great Creator could propoſe no 
advantage to himſelf. His bliſs is incapable of any 
addition. Before the mountains were brought 
« forth, or ever the earth and the world were made,“ 
he was ſupremely happy in his own independent and 
all-ſuflicient ſelf. His grand deſign therefore, in e- 
recting ſo many ſtately fabrics, and peopling them 
with 15 many tribes of inhabitants, was, to transfuſe 


He'd turn abhorrent; and, in dead of night, 
When filence ſleeps o'er all, be ſtunn'd with noiſe. 
Tnousox' Sammer. 


A ſacred writer, conſidering this delightful' ſubje&, and 
confining his obſervation within the narrow limits of his own 
country, cries out, with a mixture of amazement and gratitude, 
How great is his goodneſs, and how great is bis beauty! - Who 
then can forbear being loſt in wonder, and tranſported. with 
delight, when he extends his ſurvey to theſe infinitely more co» 
pious communications of divine bounty; which, like ſalutary 
and refreſhing ſircams, run through all worlds; and make, not 
only the little valleys of a ſingle kingdom, but the immenſity 
of creation laugh, and ſing Zech. ix. 17. 

1 4 his 
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his exuberant kindneſs, and impart felicity in all its 
forms. Ten thoufand worlds, ſtocked with ten thou- 
ſand times ten thoufand ranks of ſenſitive and intelli- 
gent exiſtence, are ſo many ſpacious gardens, which, 
with rivers of communicated joy, this ever-flowing 
fountain waters continually. ata 

Boundlefs “, and (which raiſes our idea of this di- 
vine principle, to the very higheſt degree of perfec- 
tion) diſintereſted * munificence ! How inexpreflibly 
amiable is the bleſſed Go p, conſidered in this charm- 
ing light! Is it poflible to conceive any excellence fo 
adorable and lovely, as infinite benevolence, guided 
by unerring wiſdom, and exerting almighty power, 
on ſe to make a whole univerſe happy? — O my 
foul, what an irreſiſtible attractive is here! What a 
moſt worthy object, for thy moſt fervent affection 
Shall now every glittering toy become a rival to this 
tranſcendently-beneficent being, and rob him of thy 
- heart?—No. Let his all-creating arm teach thee to 
truſt in the fulneſs of his ſufficiency :—let his all-ſuper- 
intending eye incline thee to acquieſce in the diſpenſa- 
tions of his Providence :—and let his bounty, ſo free- 
ly vouchſafed, fo amply diffuſed, induce thee to /ove 
him, with all the ardor of a grateful and admiring 
ſoul; induce thee to ſerve him, not with a joyleſs awe, 
or flaviſh dread, but with unfeigned alacrity, and a 
delightful complacency. 
———— is ſo admirably ſeen in the 
works nature, and the favours of Providence; 
with what a noble ſuperiority does it even triumph in 
the myſtery of redemption f Redemption is the 2 


* * In this ſenſe, there is none good, but One, that is 60 D. 
None univerſally and effentially good : none, whoſe goodneſs 
extends itſelf, in an infinite variety of bleſſings, to every capa- 
ble object; or, who always —_—_ his favours, from the le 
principle of free and diſintereſted benevolence. 

+ In this, and in other parts of the Contemplations, the read- 
er will obſerve, that the attributes of the DEe1Ty are 2 

ſent 
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eſt mirror, in which to contemplate this moſt lovely 
attribute of the Deity. Other gifts are only as mites 
from the divine treaſury ; but redemption opens, I had 
almoſt ſaid exhauſts, all the ores of indulgence and 
grace. Herein Go commendeth his love :“ not 
only manifeſts, but ſets it off, as it were, with every 
bright and grand embelliſhment: manifeſts it in fo ſtu- 
pendous a manner, that it is beyond parallel; beyond 
thought; © above all bleſſing and praiſe.” Was he not 
thy Son, everlaſting Go p, my only Son ; the Son of 
thy boſom from eternal ages ; the higheſt object of thy 
complacential delight ? Was not thy love to this ado- 
rable Son, incomparably greater than the tendereſt af- 
fection of any, or the united affections of all, mortal 
parents? Was not the bleſſed IE SsUS more illuſtrious 
in excellency than all ages; more exalted in dignity 
than all heavens ? Vet didſt thou reſign Him for poor 
mortals ; for vile ſinners Couldſt thou fee him de- 
ſcend from his throne ; and take up his abode in 
the ſordid table? ſee him forego the homage of the 
ſeraphim ; and ſtand expoſed to the reproachful zdig- 
nities of an infolent rabble ? ſee him arraigned at the 
bar, and ſentenced to death ; numbered with male- 


ſented as ſhining with more diſtinguiſhed luftre in the wonders 
of redemption, than in the works of creation. If Juch remarks 
ſhould ſeem to be unprecedented, or to ſtand in need of a vin- 
dication; permit me to ſubjoin the ſentiments of a great critic, 
equally verſed in both thoſe fublime theories. In a perfect 
* orator,” he ſays, ** Tully requires ſome {kill in the nature 
of heavenly bodies; becauſe his mind will become more ex- 
e tenſive and unconfined ; and, when he deſcends to treat of 
« human affairs, he will both think and write in a more exalted 
and magnificent manner. For the ſame reaſon, that excel- 
ent maſter would have recommended the ſtudy of thoſe 
great and glorious myſteries, which revelation has diſcover- 
«ed to us; to which the nobleft parts of this ſylem of the world 
are as much inferior, as the creature is leſs excellent than the 
Creator.“ Speft. vol. VIII. No 633. | 

„ „ Non. v. 8. 
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factors, and nailed to the gibbet; bathed in his own, 
innocent blood, and pouring out his foul in agonies of 
ſorrow ?— Could the Father, the Father him/elf, with 


unknown philanthropy , tay ? © It ſhall, it thall, be 
« ſol. My pity to rebellious man pleads, and prevails. 
« Awake, therefore, O ford +, edged with divine 
« wrath-; awake; and be ſheathed in that immaculate 
4 breaſt; pierce that dearly-belcved heart. Lam con- 


tent, that my Son endure the ſharpneſs of death, 


* rather than ſinful mortak periſh for ever.” —Incom- 
prehenſible love! May it henceforward be the favou- 
rite ſubject of my meditation; more delightful to my 
muſing mind, than applauſe to the ambitious ear! May 
it be the darling theme of my diſcourſe ; ſweeter to 
my tongue, than the droppings of the honey-comb to 
my taſte ! 27 7 it be my choiceſt comfort, through all 
the changes of life; and my reviving cordial, even in 
the laſt extremities of diſſolution it{cls | 

A prophet contemplating, with a diſtant furvey, this 
unexampled inſtance of almighty love, is wrapt into a 
tranſport of devotion. At a loſs for proper ow- 
ledgments, he calls upon the whole univerſe to aid 
his labouring breaſt, and ſupply his lack of praiſe. 
Sing melodioufly, ye vaulted heavens ; exult, and even 
leap for gladneſs, thou cumberous earth ; ye mountains, 
break your long filence, and bur/# into peals of loudeſt ac- 
clamation t fer the Lon, by this precious gift, — 


* Philanthropy, that is, loving-kindnefs. to man. 
+ Zech. xiii. 7. 

t I xlix. 13.—l have not adhered to our common tranſ- 
lation, but endeavoured to preſerve, ſomewhat more faithful- 
ly, thenoble pathos, and inimitable energy, of the ſacred original, 
— The love of Go p manifeſted in a divine and dying Saviour, 
is a bleſſing of ſuch inconceivable richneſs, as muſt render all 
acknowledgments flat, and all encomiums languid, Yet, | 
think, the moſt poetical and moſt emphatical celebration of 
that unſpeakable inſtance. of goodneſs, is contained in this 

rapturous 
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this great ſalvation, hath comforted his people. — A ſa» 
cred hiſtorian hath left it upon record, that, at the 
exhibition of this raviſhing ſcene, there was with the 
angel who brought the bleſſed tidings, a multitude of 
the heavenly hoſt, praiſing Gop, and making the concave 
of the ſkies reſound with their Hallelujahs. At the 
dawn of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, when he was be- 
ginning to riſe with healing in his wings, the morning- 
/tars ſang together, and all the /ons of GOD ſhouted 
for joy.—And ſhall man, whom this gracious diſpen- 
ation principally reſpects ; ſhall man, who is the cen- 
tre of all theſe gladdening rays ; ſhall he have no 
heart to adore, no anthem to celebrate, this 


Love without end, and without meaſure grace ? 


| Mi r. 
How pure is the ſtate of the ſky, and how clear its 
aſpect! Clearer than the limpid ſtream than 


the tranſparent cryſtal; and more curiouſſy fine than 
the poliſhed mirror. That „lately ceiling, fretted with 
Id, and ſtretched to an extent of many millions of 


canopy, embroidered with ſtars, and ſpacious eno 
to form a covering for unnumbered worlds, is wi 
out the leaſt ſpot or wrinkle.— et this, even this, 
will ſcarce yield us ſo much as a faint repreſentation 
of the divine purity. GOD is a G op. of matchleſs 
and tranſcendent excellency. His ways are upright- 
neſs itſelf. His counſels and words are the very ſanc- 
tity of wiſdom and of truth. The /aws which he has 
given to univerſal nature, are exquiſitely contrived, 


and beyond all poſſibility of improvement. The pre- 
cepts which he has appointed for the human race, are 


rapturous exclamation of the prophet. Which intimates, 
with a wonderful majeſty of ſentiment, that even the whole 
compaſs of the inanimate creation, could it be ſenſible of the 
benefir, and capable of delight, would expreſs its gratitude, in 
all theſe demonſtrations of the moſt lively and exuberant joy. 
| 4 
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A ta rs ſummary of all that is honourable in itſelf, 
ive of the rational mind. Not the leaſt 


bt; in planning a ſeries of events for all futuri- 
ot the leaſt Walendminiiundn, in managing 


hs of every age, ſince time began; and of e- 


very nation —— the whole heavens. Pardon theſe 
diſpara ging Ox preſſions. A negetive perfection is far, 
— ber beneath thy dignity, O thou Mot Higheſt *. In all 
theſe inſtances; in all thy acts, and all thy 

thou art not only holy, but 0 glorious in holineſs.” 

So inconceivably holy is the 1 per hoſts, 
that he feces defilement even in the brightneſs of the fir- 
— The "_— rr on the Gi rr. 


® Othou Maft Hi 5%. Tuts — on occurs more than once 
in the pſalms uſed by the eſtabliſhed church. It is, I think, 
one of thoſe beauties, which, becauſe often exhihired, general- 
y eſcape our notice. It is a ſuperlative formed on a ſuperlative; 
and, though not ſtrictly conformable to grammatical. rules, is 
nobly ſuperior to them all.—The language ſcems to be ſcnſible 
of its own deficiency, when the n Ir HO VAN 
is addreſſed, or celebrated. Opprefſed; as it were, with the 
glories of the ſubject, it labours after a more emphatical man- 


ner of diction, than the ordinary forms of ſpeech affard.—lt | 


is, if I rightly judge, one of thoſe daring and happy 
— of a maſterly genius, which Mr Por x fo — defcribes; 
and, while he deſcribes, exemplifies: 


Great wits ſometimes may g/oricuſly offend, 
And riſe to faults true critics dare not mend; 
From vulgar bounds with brave diforder part, 
nnen * 
5 fa on Criticiſm 


St Paus N yicoTeper ravior rw Py beautiful paſſage of the 
like nature. Which our tranſlators have very properly render 
ed, le/s than the leaf of all ſaints —His Is Toa Kane xp oe is ano- 
ther inſtance of the ſame kind. But here the Engliſh verſion fails. 
Far better is extremely flaccid, compared with the nervous o. 
riginal. And I greatly — whether it is poſſible to tranſ- 
late the ſentence, with equal * and with equal ſpirit. 
. ii, 8. Phil. i. 23. 3 * 
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his majeſty, loſes its laſtre. Tea, the, ſtars (though 
the moſt- pure and reſplendent part * the heavens) 
are not pure in his fight. How much leſs man, tub, in 


his fallen and depraved ſtate, :s but as a worm, that 


crawls in the corrupted carcaſe; and the Jon of man, 
.vho, by reaſon of has manifold, actual impurities, i, 
too juſtly compared to an inſect, that wallows amidſt 
ſtench and putrefaction ?—ls there not then aban- 
dant cauſe, for the moſt irreproachable and eminent 
of mankind, to renounce all arrogant pretenſions; to 
lay aſide every aſſuming air; to take nothing but 
/hame and confuſion to themſelves? A holy prophet, 
and a holy prince, felt ſuch humbling impr 
from a glimpſe of the uncreated purity. I abbor 

ſelf in duſt and aſhes +, was the declaration of t 


Job xxv. 5. 6. I ſubmit it to the judgment of the learn- 
ed; whether this is not the true meaning of the text. It may 
not, perhaps, recommend itſelf to the /queami/bly-nice critic ; 
or to thoſe perſons who dream of, I know not. what, dignity 
in our fallen nature, But it ſeems, in preference to every other 
interpretation, /uitable to the ſacred context ; and is far, far 
from being injurious to the character of that apoſtare” race, 
which is altogether become abominable,” and © is as an un- 
clean thing.” —On this ſuppoſition, there is not only an ap- 
parent, but a. very ſtriking. contraſt, between . the. purity of 
Go p, and the pollution of man: the purity of the moſt high 
Go p, which outſhines the moon, and eclipſes the ſtars ; the 
pollution of degenerate man, which, excluſive of a Saviour, 
would render him as loathſome to the all - ſeeiog eye, as the 
vileſt vermine are in ours. Without aſſigning this ſenſe to the 
paſlage, I cannot diſcern the force of the antitheſis, nor indeed 
the propriety of the ſentiment, Worms, in the general, give 
us an idea of meanne/s aud infirmity ; not of defilement and 
impurity : unleſs they are inſects, hatched amidſt putrefaction, 
and conſidered in ſuch noiſome circumſtances. The two words 
of the original, QA and Ny) are evidently uſed in this fig- 
niſication, by Moes and 1/atah : by the former, to denote the 
vermin which devoured the putrefied manna ; by the latter, to 
expreſs the reptiles which ſwarm in the body that ſees corruption. 
Exed. xvi. 29. J. xiv. 11. | f 
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one; I am a man of unclean lips *, the confeſſion of 
= 1 not this teach us all to adore the 
divine mercies, for that precious purifying fountain +, 
which was foretold from the * of the 
world, but was opened at that awful juncture, when 


knotty whips tore the fleſh ; when ra thorns 
mangled the temples ; when ſharpened nails cut freſh 
fluices for the crimſon current; when the gaſh of the 
{pear completed the dreadful work, and forthwith flow- 
ed there, the wounded heart, and water ? 
Eſpecially, fince G o o himſelf ſaw no blemith in his 
dear Son. He looketh to the moon, and it ſhineth not. 
yet his all-penetrating and jealous eye diſcerned no- 
thing amiſs, nothing defective, in our glorious Redeem- 
er. Nothing amifs ? He bore this moſt illuſtrious teſti- 
mony concerning his holy child JESUS: © In him I am 
„ pleaſed ; I am well pleaſed ; I acquieſce, with entire 
* complacency, and with the higheſt delight, in his 
« perſon; his undertaking; and the whole execution 
_ of his office.” —How ſhould this thought enliven 
our hopes, while the other mortifies our prade? Should 
not our hearts ſpring within us, and even leap for 
joy, at the repeated aſſurance given us by revelation, 
that ſuch a divinely-excellent perſon is our Mediator 
What apparent reaſon has every believer to adopt the 
bleſſed virgin's exclamation ! © My foul doth magmfy 
« the LORD for his tranſcendent mercy ; and my 
& ſpirit rejoices, not in wide-extended harveſts, wa- 
« ving over my fertile glebe 1; not in armies vanquiſh- 
ed, and leaving the peculiar treaſure of nations 


* If. A. 5. | 
+ + In that day Herts att bo i: ee the houſe of 
David, and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, for fin and unclean- 
neſs. Tech. xiii. 1. a 

tt The inſpired penman, from theſe two occaſions of diſ- 
tingaſhed joy, {ets forth rhe incomparably greater delight, which 
ariſes from the gift of a Saviour, and the blefling of redemp- 

tion. J/. ix. ver. 3. compared with ver. 6. "STEM 
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« for my ſpoil ; but in an infinitely richer, nobler bleſ- 
fing, even in GOD my Savicur. —That a perſon fo 
ſublime and perfect, has vouchſafed to become my 
Surety ; to give himſelf for my Ranſom, in the world 
below ; and act as my Advocate, in the royal preſence 
above; yea, to make my recovery the reward of his 
ſufferings ; my final felicity, the honour of his media- 
torial kingdom ! | 


WHEN an innumerable multitude * of bodies, ma- 
ny of them more than a hundred thouſand miles in dia- 
meter +, are all ſet in motion; — when the orbits, in 
which they perform their periodical revolutions, are 
extended at the rate of ſeveral hundreds of millions ;— 
when each has a diftind and ſeparate ſphere for finiſh- 
ing his vaſt circuit; —when no one knows what it is 
to be cramped ; but each moſt freely expatriates in his 
unbounded career; hen every one is placed at ſuch 
an immenſe remove from each other, that they appear 
to their reſpective inhabitants, only as ſo many ſpots 
of light; — how aſtoniſhing muſt be the expanſe, 
which yields room for all thoſe mighty globes, and 
their widely-diffuſed operations | To what prodigious 
lengths did the almighty Builder ſtretch his line, when 
he marked out the ſtupendous platform I wonder at 
ſuch an immeaſurable extent. My very thoughts are 
loſt in this abyſs of ſpace. But be it known to mor- 
tals, , be it never forgot by ſinners, that, in all its moſt 
ſurpriſing amplitude, it is ſmall, it is ſcanty, compared 
with the bounty and the mercy of its Maker. 


This refers, not only to the planets which paſs and repaſs 
about our ſun, but alſo to the other planetary worlds, which 
are ſuppoſed to attend the ſeveral fixed ſtars. 

+ The diameter of Jupiter is calculated at 130,650 miles, 
while its orbir is reckoned to confiſt of 895,134,000. Which 
computation, according to the maxims of aſtronomy, and the 
laws of proportion, may, as is taken for granted in the Con- 
ISL be applied to other planets revolving round other 
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© His bounty is abſolutely without limits *, and without 


end. The moſt laviſh generoſity cannot exhauſt, or 


even diminiſh, his munificence. O! all ye tribes of 
men, or rather, all.ye. claſſes of intelligent creatures, 


ye are not W in the liberality of your ever- 


leffed Creator; be not ſtreightened in your own expec- 
ſhall fill 


tations. „ Open your mouth wide, and he 


it,“ with copious and continual draughts from the 


.cup of; joy. Your Gop, on whom is your whole de- 

ence, is more than able, is more than willing, to 
ſupply all your need, according to his riches in glo- 
% ry. When the LoxD JEeHovan is the giver, and 
his grace +; the gift; let your wiſhes be unbounded, 
and your crayings e. * that created beings 
can poſſibly covet, is but a very ittance of that 
unknown „which the . Benefactor 
is ready to be/tow.. Suppoſe eyery charitable diſpoſition 
which warms the hearts of the human race, added to 


thoſe more enlarged affections which glow in heavenly 
boſoms; what were they all, even in eir higheſt exer. 


ciſe, compared with ignity of the divine nature 
2 arthen, thau: eternal Source of love; bleſs al 


By bounty, 188 not che actual exerciſe, or the ſcnſfi- 
ble effects, of this excellency in the Deity. Theſe are, and al- 
ways muft be, through the immenſe perfection of the attribute, 
and the neceſſary ſcantineſs of the recipient, bounded. But! 
would be underſtood, as ſpeaking of the divine power, and the 
divine will, to exert divine beneſicence. Theſe can have no 
real, no imaginable limits, Theſe, after a profuſion of blel- 
ſings, © diſtributed to unnumbercd worlds, continued through 
unnumbered ages, muſt ill have more to beſtow ; for ever have 
more to beitow ; 1/1ite/y more to beſtow, than it is poſſible 
for creation itſelf to receive. 

+ 2 Cor. ix. 8. GOD. is able to take all grace abound te- 
wards you, that ye, having all ſufficiency in all things, may a- 
bound to every good wor. How beautiful and emphatical is 
this deſcription ! inferior to nothing, but that extent of ability, 
and thoſe riches of liberality, which it ſo cloquently celebrates. 
Does it not-exhayft all the powers of language, while it at- 
__ to give us a ecimen gf the munificence of the * 
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that reverence thy holy name ; according to thy own 
moſt protufe goodneſs ; whoſe great prerogative it is to 
diſdain all meaſure. O ! blefs us, in proportion to that 
grace; the richneſs of which (unutterable by the 
tongues of men, and of angels) was once ſpoken in the 
8 and written in the wounds, of thy expiring 

n! | 

Spacious indeed are theſe heavens! Where do they 
begin ? Where do they end? What is their extent ? 
Can angels anſwer my queſtion ? Have angels travelled 
the vaſt circuit? can angels meaſure the bounds of ſpace ? 
No; 'tis boundleſs, tis unknown, tis amazing all. — 
How e ge to reflect, that the mercy of GOD 
is greater than the heavens;” is more extenſive 
than the dimenſions of the ſky. Tranſporting reflec- 
tion! Let me indulge thee once more &. Let me think 
over the delightful diſplays of this lovely attribute ; 
and, while I admire the trophres of forgiving goodneſs, 
add one to the number. With what amiable and affect- 
ing colours is this repreſented in the parable of rt 40 
digal / What could induce that fooliſh youth to forſake 
hisfather*s houſe ? Had he not been tenderly cheriſhed by 
the good parent, and loaded with benefits from his in- 
dulgent hand? Were not the reſtraints of parental go- 
vernment an eaſy yoke ? or rather, a preſervative from 
run? Notwithitanding every endearing obligation, he 
revolts from his duty; and launches into fuch ſcanda- 


Once more refers to page 126. of Reflections on à Fiower- 
Garden, The following pages, to the 274th, exhibit a digre/- 
five view of the divine mercy, I thought it proper to appriſe 
my reader of this excurſion ; though, I hope, it will be need- 
leſs to offer an apdlogy for enlarging upon a theme incompa» 
rably joyous, Who can complain of tediou/neſs, while I ſpeak 
conſolation to diſtreſſed, and recovery to ruined creatures? 
The divine mercy is the ſole fountain of all our prefent and 
future bleſſings. In conformity to this benign attribute, human 
hopes ariſe, and human felicity flows. Who, therefore, can be 
weary of viewing and reviewing, when the lengths and breadths 
of forgiving grace are the raviſhing proſpect? 
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tous irregularities as were diſhonourable to his family, 
and deſtructive to himſelf, When neceſſity, not choice, 
but ſharp neceſſity drove him to a ſubmiſhve return; 
does the injured father ſtand aloof, or ſhut his doors? 
Quite the reverſe. He eſpies him, While he is yet a 
great way off ; and, the moment he beholds the profli- 
te youth, he has compaſſion on him. His bowels yearn ; 
they © ſound like an harp,” touched with notes divine- 
ly ſoft. He never once thinks of his ungracious depar- 
ture, and infamous debaucheries. Pity, parental pity, 
paſſes an act of oblivion ; and, in one inſtant, cancels 
a ſeries of long-continued provocations.— So ſtrong are 
the workings of fatherly affection, that he is almoſt im- 
patient to embrace the naked and deſtitute wretch, 
The ſon's pace is oo * aroſe and 1 the father's 
is ſwift, He ſprung ( as he was) and ran. 
And 1s there a fingle 1 brow, or one up- 
braiding word on his tongue ?—Inſtead of loathing 
the ſordid creature, or reproaching him for his odious 
exceſſes; he falls on his neck, claſps him in his arms, 
and hugs him to his boſom. Inſtead of diſowning the 
riotous ſpendthrift, or rejecting him for his undutiful 
behaviour; he receives and welcomes him with #4:iſes of 
delight. He rejoices at his return from extravagance 
and vice, as he formerly rejoiced on the day of his nativi- 
ty.—When this companion of harlots opens his mouth, 
before he ſpeaks, the father hears. He interrupts him, 

in the midit of his intended ſpeech. The overflowin 
of his compaſſionate heart can brook no delay. He 
ſeems to be uneaſy himſelf, till he has made the afflicted 
tent glad, with the aſſurance of his acceptance, 
and the choiceſt of his favours. —While the poor abaſh- 
ed offender ſeeks nothing more than not to be abhorred, 
he is thoroughly reconciled, and honoured before the 
whole family. While he requeſts no other indulgence, 
than only to be treated as the meane/? /ervant ; he is 
clothed with the beft robe ; he is feaſted with the fat- 
ted calf ; he is careſſed as the deareſt of children.— 
| Was 
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Was there ever ſo bright and winning a picture of 
the tendereſt mercy, moſt freely vouchſaf ed, even to 
the moſt unworthy of creatures? Yet thus, my ſoul; 
and thus, my fellow-ſinner; will the Loxd God of 
everlaſting compaſſions receive us, if, ſenſible of our 
miſery, and thirſting for ſalvation, we turn to him 
through Jesus CHRIST. 
Where fin has abounded, ſays the proclamation 
from the court of heaven, grace doth much more abound. 
—Manaſſeh was a monſter of barbarity ; for he cauſed 
his own children to paſs through the fire, and filled 
Feruſalem with innocent blood. Manaſſeh was an adept 
in iniquity ; for he not only multiplied, and to an ex- 


travagant ry. A2. his own ſacrilegious unpieties ; but 
he poiſoned the principles, and perverted the manners 


of his ſubjects, making them to do worſe than the molt 
deteſtable of the Heathen idblaters *. Yet, through 
this ſuperabundant grace, he is humbled ; he is reform- 
ed; and becomes a child of forgiving love, an heir 
of immortal glory. Behold that bitter and bloody per- 
ſecutor Saul; when, breathing out threatenings +, — 

t 


* See 2 Chron, xxxiii. : 

17 44. ix. TI, Fav th tr artany v pores Saul yet breathing 
out threatening and /laughter.—W hat a repreſentation is here 
of a mind, mad with rage, and abandoned to the flerceſt ex- 
tremes of barbariry! I ſcarce know, whether I am more /bock- 
ed at the perſecutor's ſavage diſpoſition, or charmed with the 
evangeliſt's lively deſcription. —The adverb m ſeems referable . 
to chap; viii. ver, 3. and has, in this connection, a peculiar 
force, The havock he had committed, the inoffenſive families 
he had already ruined, were not ſufficient to aſſuage his vengeful 
ſpirit, They were only a tafte ; which, inſtead of glutting the 
blood-hound, made him more cloſely purſue the track, and 
more eagerly pant for deſtruction.— He is fill athirſt for vio- 
lence and murder. So eager and inſatiable is his thirſt, that 
he even breathes out threatening and 7; 8 His words are 
ſpears and arrows, and his tongue a ſharp ſword. "Tis as 
natural for him to menace the Chriſtians, as to breathe the air; 
—Nay, they bleed every hour, every moment, in the 2” 
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bent upon ſlaughter, he worried the lambs, and put to 
death the diſciples of Iss. Who, upon the princi- 
ples of human judgment, would not have pronounced 
him a veſſel of wrath, deſtined to unavoidable damna- 
tion? nay, would not have been ready to conclude, 
that, if there were heavier chains, and a deeper dungeon, 
in the world of wo; they mult ſurely be reſerved for 
fach an implacable enemy of true godlineſs? Yet (ad- 
mire and adore the inexhauſtible treaſures of grace!) 
this Saul is admitted into the goodly fellowſhip of 
the prophets ; is numbered with the noble army of 
martyrs ; and makes a diſtinguiſhed figure among the 
lorious company of the apoſtles. —The Corinthians were 
itious even to a proverb. Some of them wallowed 
in ſuch abominable vices, and habituated themſelves 
to ſuch outrageous acts of injuſtice, as were a reproach 
to human nature. Yet even theſe ſons of violence, 
and ſlaves of ſenſuality, were waſhed ; were ſancti- 
« fied; were juſtified * :” waſhed in the precious blood 
of a dying Redeemer ; ſandified by the ope- 
rations of the bleſſed Spirit; ju/7;fied through the infi- 
nitely-tender mercies of a gracious Gop. oſe who 
were once the burden of the carth, are now the joy of 
heaven, and the delight of angels. 

There is another inſtance in ſcripture, which moſt 
loudly publiſhes that ſweeteſt of the divine names, The 
LORD, the LORD GOD, merciful and gracious, leng- 
feffering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth ; keeping 
mercy for thouſands, forgiroing iniquity, tranſgrefſion, and 
in J. An inſtance this, which exceeds all the former; 
which exceeds whatever can be imagined ; which if ! 
was to forget, the very ſtones might cry out, and ſound 
it in my ears. I mean the caſe of thoſe ſinners who 


of his rancorous heart, It is only owing to want of power, 
that every iyllablc he utters, every breath he draws, does not 
2 about deaths, and cauſe ſome of the innocent diſciples to 

* 1 Cor. vi. 9. 10. 11. + Exod, xxxiv. 6. 7. 
3 mur dered 


ba 1 WP 


— 
8 


Wy Ow o& 'W We 0 Ry} Wy v 


on the STARRY HEAVENS. 373 


murdered the Prince of Peace, and Loxp of glory.— 
Theſe men could ſcarce have the ſhadow of an excuſe 
for their crime; hardly a circumſtance to extenuate 
their guilt. They were well acquainted with his ex- 
emplary converſation; they had often heard his hea- 
venly doctrines; they were almoſt daily ſpectators of 
his unequalled miracles. They therefore had all poſſi- 
ble reaſon to honour him, as the moſt illuſtrious of 
beings ; and to receive his goſpel, as the moſt ineſtima- 
ble of bleſſings. Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe enga- 
ging motives to love him, even above their own lives, 
they ſeize his perſon ; aſperſe his character; drag him 
before a Heathen tribunal ; and extort a ſentence of 
death againſt innocence and holineſs itſelf. Never was 
the vileſt ſlave fo contumeliouſly abuſed ; nor the moſt 
execrable malefactor ſo barbarouſly executed. The fun 
was confounded at the ſhocking ſcene; and one can- 
not but wonder, how the avenging hghtnings could 
with-hold their flaſhes. The earth trembled at the horrid 
deed ; and why, why did it not deave aſunder, and 
open a ge, for ſuch bloody · thirſty miſcreants, into 
the nethermoſt hell ? Shall+heſs ever hope to obtain for- 
giveneſs from the righteous judge? Shall not theſe be 
conſigned over to inexorable wrath, and the ſevereſt 
torments ?—O the miraculous effects of divine 9 
O the triumphant s of Gop our Saviour ! Nan 5 
even of 10 impious wretches, at the deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt, were convinced of their miſerable ſtate; 
were wounded with penitential remorſe; fled to the 
ſanctuary of the croſs ; had their pardon ratified by the 
baptiſmal ſeal ; and, continuing in the apoſtles doctrine, 
were made partakers of the kingdom of heaven : where 
they now * as ſo many everlaſting monuments of 
moſt diſtinguiſhed mercy ; and receive beatitude paſt ut- 
terance, from that very Redeemer, whom once © with 
« wicked hands they crucified and ſlew.” 
Well might the prophet cry out, with a pleaſing a- 
mazement, 5 Who is a God like unto thee, that par- 
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« doneth iniquity, and paſſeth by tran(greſſion * 
Let all fleſh know aſſuredly; let all fle h rejoice great- 
ly; that with the LezD there i is ſuch WI + and with 


his CurIsT ſuch plentiful redemption. ——And O! for the 
voice of an archangel,} to circulate the glad tidin 
through the uniyerſe ; that the American ſavage, as w 


as the European ſage, may learn the exceeding riches "= 


grace in CygrsT : cough whoſe —— ES 
pitiation, all manner of barbarity, and blaſphemy, 
are freely forgiven unto men. 


WHAT a grand and majeſtic dome is the ſky ! Where 
are the pillars which ſupport the ſtately concave ? 
What art, mot exactly true, balanced the prefſure ! 
What props, of inſuperable ſtrength, ſuſtain the weight! 
How is that immeaſurahle arch upheld, unſhaken and 
unimpaired; while ſo many generations of buſy mor- 
_ tals have ſunt and diſappeared, as bubbles upon the 
ſtream ?—lf thoſe ſtars: are of ſuch an amazing bulk, 
how are they alſo faſtened in their lofty tation 

By what miracle in mechanics, are ſo many thouſands 
of ponderous orbs kept from falling upon our heads; 
kept from daſhin oth the world to pieces, and it 
inhabitants to death Are they hung in golden or ad- 
amantine chains? Reſt they their enormous load on 
rocks of marble, or columns of braſs : No; they are 

ndulous in fluid æther; yet are more immoveably 
fixed, than if the everlaſting mountains lent their foreſts 
for an axle-tree, or their ridges for a bafis. The al- 
mighty Architect /tretches out She north, and its whole 

train, over the empty 7 He boys the earth, 

and all the Ne not hing f. Yet are 

their foundations ld fo e t they nM never be 
«* moved at any time. 

No unfit repreſentation, to the ſincere Chriſtian, of 

his final perſeverance 1; fuch as points out the cauſe 


which 
Mic. vii. 18. | + Job xxvi. 7. 
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which effects it, and conſtitutes the pledge which 
aſcertains it.— His nature is all enfeebled. He is not 
| able. 


I am ſenſible, this point is not a little controverted. The ſen- 
timents, which follow, are my ſtedfaſt belief, It is by no 
means proper, in a work of this nature, to enter upon a diſ- 
cuſſion of the ſubject. Neither have I room, ſo much as to 
hint, what might be urged for its ſupport, —Let my reader 
obſerve, that I am far from delivering it, as effential to Chriſti- 
nity, or neceſſary to ſalvation. Millions, of the very contrary 
conviction, are, I doubt not, high in the favour of Go p, 
and in a growing meetneſs for his heavenly kingdom. As [ 
blame none for rejecting *, none, I hope, will be offended with 
me for e/poufing, this icular doctrine. To be of different 
opinions, at leaſt in ſome inferior inſtances, ſeems an una- 
voidable conſequence of our preſent ſtate ; where ignorance, 
in part, cleaves to the wiſeſt minds; and prejudice eaſily beſets 
the moſt impartial judgments. This may turn to our common 
advantage; and afford room for the diſplay and exerciſe of 
thoſe healing virtues, moderation, meekneſs, and forbearance. 
Let me only be permitted to aſk, whether this tener does not 
evidently tend to eſtabliſh the comfort of the Chriſtian, and to 
magnify the fidelity of Go p our Saviour? whether, far from 
countenancing ſloth, or encouraging remiſſneſs, to know that 
our labour ſhall not be in vain, is not the moſt prevailing in- 
ducement to abound in the work of the LoRDI I Cor. xv. 
8. | 
Is any one inclined to examine the reaſons which made the 
author a proſelyte to this perſuaſion? He may find them diſ- 
played in the memorial, deliyered by ſeveral ſcle& and eminent 
divines of the church of England, at the renowned Synod 
of Dordt,—(See Acta Synod. Dordrech. par. II. pag. 246. of 
the Latin edition, publiſhed in a ſingle quarto volume.)—Thoſe 
who have no opportunity of conſulting the memoirs of that 
venerable aſſembly, I would refer ta the works of the indefa- 
tigable and very learned Turrettine, or to thoſe of the candid 
and elegant Vitus. Turret. tom. II. q. xvi. Witſ. Oecon. 
lib, III. chap. xiii, | 
As the final perſeverance of the ſaints is as much the doctrine of 

the Bible, as juſtification by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; 

our author's charity here ſeems to be culpable ; and certainly thoſe 

who impugn any J. Ane of 3 are worthy of l 
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able, of himſelf, to think a good thought. He hag 
no viſible ſafeguard, nor any ſufficiency of his own, 
And yet whole legions of formidable enemies are in a 
confederacy to compaſs his ruin. The world lays un- 
numbered ſnares for his feet: the devi is inceſſantly 
urging the ſiege, by a multitude. of fiery darts, or 

iy temptations : the %%, like a perfidious inmate, 
welder colour of friendſhip, and a ſpecious pretence of 
pleaſure, is always forward to betray his integrity.— 
But, amidſt all theſe threatening circumſtances, of 
- perſonal weakneſs, and imminent danger, an inviſible 
aid is his defence. I will uphold thee, lays the bleſſed 
Gop, with the right hand of my righteouſne/s *. Com- 
fortable truth! The arm, which fixes the ſtars in their 
orders, and guides the planets in their courſe, is ſtretch- 
ed out to preſerve the heirs of ſalvation. —My /heep, adds 
the great Redeemer, are mine; and they ſbali never periſh, 
neither ſpall any Pluck them out of my hand . hat 
words are theſe! And did they come from HIM, 
who hath all power in heaven, and on earth! And 


I be lateſt and fulleſt view of the point, which I ever re- 

member to have met with, in any of our Fnglifs writers, is 
in the Lime-ftreet leflures, Which are a defence of ſeveral 
moſt important doctrines of the goſpel, and contained in two 
octavo volumes; the united labours of nine modern divines; 
moſt of whom are well known to the world by their other e- 
vangelical and uſeful writings. In thoſe lectures, the final per- 
ſeverance of the ſaints is very particularly ſtated, and, to my 
apprehenſion at leaſt, moſt ſatisfactorily proved. The argu- 
ments, uſually urged againſt it, are impartially confidered ; and 
I cannot but think (with all due deference to the judgment cf 
others) unanſwerably confuted. 

And here (not to ſwell this note any farther) I ſhall only juſt 
hint, that the judicious Hcoker (an authority, perhaps, as weigh - 
ty and uncxceptionable as any that can well be produced) gives 
a ſolemn alteſlatien to this tenet, in a ſhort diſcourſe on the 
1 of faith, ſubjoined to his Eccleſiaftical Polity, fol. 

þ | 


: I. Ii. 10. | + John x. 28. 
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were they ſpoke to the weakeſt of the flock, to every 


unfeigned follower of the great Shepherd ? Then, 
Ommpotence itſelf muſt be vangui/hed, before they 
can be deſtroyed, either by the ſeductions of fraud, or 
the aſſaults of violence. 

If you aſk therefore, what ſecurity we have of en- 


during to the end, and continuing faithful unto 


death !—The very /ame that eſtabliſhes the heavens, 
and ſettles the ordinances of the univerſe. Can theſe 
be thrown into confuſion *? Then may the true belie- 
ver draw back unto perdition. Can the fun be 
diſlodged from his ſphere, and ruſh lawleſsly through 
the ſky? Then, and then only, can the faith of God's 
elect 4 be finally oyerthrown.—Be of good courage 
then, my ſoul; rely on thoſe divine ſuccours, Which 
are ſo ſolemnly ſtipulated, ſo faithfully promiſed. 
Though thy grace be languid as the glimmering ſpark; 
though the overflowings of corruption threaten it 
with total extinction; yet, ſince the great IEHOVAR 
has undertaken to cheriſh the dim principle, man 
« waters cannot quench it, nor all floods drown it.” 
Nay, though it were feeble as the /mecking flax f, _w 
n 


* Jer. xxxi. 35. 36. + Tit. i. 2. 

t The tenderneſs and faithfulneſs of Gop to his people are 
finely pictured by the prophet //aiah, chap. xlii. ver. 3. Which 
paſſage, becauſe of its rich conſolation, and uncommon beauty, 
is detervedly adopted by St Matthew, and ingrafted into the 
ſyſtem of evangelical truths. — He will not himſelf break, nor 
uffer to be broken by any other, the bruiſed reed ; nor quench 
the ſmoking flax. Was it poſſible to have choſen two more de- 
licate, and expreflive repreſentations ?—Covld any image be 
more ſignificant of a very infirm and enfeebled faith, than the 
flexile reed, that bends before every wind ? which, beſides its 
natural weakneſs, is made abundantly weaker by being brui- 
ſed, and ſo is ready to fall n pieces of itſelf —Or could any 
thing, with a more pathetical exactneſs, deſcribe the extreme 
r that other principle of the divine life, love The 
ſtate of the flax, juſt beginning to burn, is liable to be put out 
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neſs and faithfulneſs ſtand en Foz to augment the 
heat; to raiſe the fire, and feed t e flame; till it beam 
forth, a lamp of immortal glory, in the heavens. 
As to the farthfulneſs of a covenanting Go p, this 
may be emblematically ſeen in the ſtability of the hea- 
venly bodies, and the perpetuity of their motions *. 
— Thoſe that are fixed or /tationary, continue unalter- 
able in their grand elevations. No injurious ſhocks, 
no violence of conflicting elements, agen to dif- 
e thoſe everlaſting hin on which dependent 
— revolve. Through he whole fight of time, 
they recede not, ſo much as a hair's breadth, from 
the preciſe central point of their reſpective ſyſtems.— 
While the erratic, or planetary, perform their prodi- 
gious ſtages without any intermiſſion, or the leaſt em- 
baraſſment. How ſoon, and how eaſily, isthemoſt finiſh- 
ed piece of human machinery diiconcerted ! But all 
the celeſtial movements are ſo nieely adjuſted, all their 
operations fo critically proportioned, and their mutu- 
al dependencies ſo ſtrongly connected, that they pro- 
long their beneficial courſes throughout all ages.— 
While mighty cities are overwhelmed with ruin, and 
their very names loſt in oblivion ; while vaſt empires 
are ſwept from their foundations, and leave not fo 
much as a ſhadowy trace of their ancient magnifi- 
cence;; while all terreſtrial things are ſubject to viciſſi- 
tude, and fluftuating in uncertainty : he are 
manent in their duration; theſe are invariable in their 
functions. Not one faileth.” — Who doubts the 


by the leaſt blaſt : more liable ſtill is the wick of the lamp, 
when it is not ſo much as kindled into a glimmering flame, 
but only breathing /moke, and uncertain whether it ſhall take 
fire or no. Let true faith, and heavenly love, though fubſiſt- 
ing amidf# ſuch pitiable infirmitics, will not be abandoned 
by their Author; ſball not be extinguiſhed by any temp- 
tations 2. maintained, invigorated, and made finally ui- 
umphant. Matth. xii. 20. | 

29 247 <4 * Plal,veaix. 89. go. 


LS | 


conſtant 


al — Fr es 


: 
f 
5 
1 
- 
- 
l 
1 
B 
B 
d 


4 


on the STARRY HEAVENS. 379 


conſtant ſucceſſion of day and night, or the 1 
returns of ſummer and winter? And why, Ol why 
ſhall we doubt the veracity of Go d, or diſtruſt the 
accompliſhment of his holy word ? Can the ordinances 
of heaven depart? Then only can Go p forget to be 
gracious, or neglect the performance of his promiſe.— 
Nay, our Lo ED gives us yet firmer ground of af- 
fiance. He affords us a ſurer bottom for our faith, 
than the fundamental laws of the univerſe. Heaven 
and earth, he ſays, ſhall paſs away ; but my words ſhals 
not, in a ſingle inſtance, or in one tittle of their im- 
port, paſt away. No: his facred word, whatever 
may obitru& it, whoever may oppoſe it, ſhall be ful 
filled to the very uttermoſt, 

O powerful word | How aſtoniſhing is its efficacy ! 
When this word was iſſued forth, a thouſand worlds 
emerged out of nothing. Should the mighty orders 
be repeated, a thouſand more would ſpring into exiſt- 
ence. By this word, the vaſt ſyſtem of created things 
is upbeld, in conſtant and immutable perfection. 
Should it give command, or ceaſe to exert its energy; 
the univerſal frame would be diffolved, and all nature 
revert to her original chaos. And this very word is 
pledged for the ſafety, the comfort, the happineſs of the 

y. This inviolable, this almighty word, /peats in 
all the promiſes of the goſpel —How ſtrangely infa- 
tuated are our ſouls, that we ſhould value it ſo little? 
What infidels are we in fat, that we ſhould depend 
upon it no more? Did it create whatever has a being; 
and ſhall it not work faith in our breaſts? Do unnum- 
bered worlds owe their ſupport to this word; and ſhall 
it not be ſufficient to buoy pp our ſouls in troubles, 
or eſtabliſh them in trials? | it the life of the uni- 
verſe, and ſhall it be a dead letter to mankind ? 

If I wiſh to be heard, when I implore heavenly bleſ- 
ſings; is not this privilege moſt clearly made over to 
my enjoyment, in that well-known text, Aſk, and 
* be given you ? —If 1 long for the eternal 
„Matth. vii. 7. Comforter 
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Comforter to dwell in myheart, and ſanctify my nature; 
have I not an N title to this high prerogative, 
conferred in that tweet aſſertive interrogation ; © How 
% much more ſhall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
&© Spirit to thoſe that aſk him *? —If I earneſtly covet 
the ineſtimable treaſures that are compriſed in the great 
ImmanuveEL's mediation ; can I have a firmer claim to 
the noble portion, than js granted in that moſt precious 
ſcripture; Him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe 
& caſt out ? What aſſurance of bem intereſted in 
theſe unſpeakable mercies would I defire? What form 
of conveyance, what deed of ſettlement, were it left to 
my own option, ſhould I chuſe? Here is the word of 
a 3 the King immortal and inviſible; all whoſe 
declarations f are truth itſelf, —If a monarch beſtow 
immunities on a body of men, and confirm them by 
an authentic charter; no one controverts, no one 

ueſtions their right to the royal favours. And why 

ould we ſuſpect the validity of thoſe glorious grants, 
which are made by the everlaſting Sovercign of nature; 
which ke has alſo ratified by an oath, and ſealed with 
the blood of his Son ?—Corporations may be disfran- 
chiſed, and charters revoked. Even mountains may 
be removed, and ſtars drop from their ſpheres. But a 
tenure founded on the divine promiſe, is unalienably 
ſecure, is laſting as eternity itſelf. 


Wr have endeavoured to ſpell a /yllab/e of the eter- 
nal name in the ancient manufcript of the ſky. We 
-have catched a glimpſe of the Almighty's glory, from 
the luſtre of innumerable ſtars. But would we behold 
All his excellencies pourtrayed in i perfection, and 
drawn to the very life; let us attentively conſider the 
' RED&EME R—l obſerve, there are fome parts of the 


* Luke xi. 13. + John vi. 37. 
t — — — — If theſe fail, | 
|; The pillar d firmament is rottenneſs, __ | 
And carth's baſe built on ſtubble. MitT. Comes. 
| firmament, 
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frmament, in which the ſtars ſeem, as it were, to 
cluſter. They are ſown thicker, they he cloſer, than u- 
ſaal ; and ſtrike the eye with redoubled ſplendor. Like 
the jewels on a crown, they mingle their beams, and 
reflect an increaſe of brilliancy on each other. s there 
not ſuch an aflemblage, ſuch a conſtellation of the divine 
honours, moſt amiably effulgent in the bleſſed Jesvs? 
Does not infinite wi/dom * ſhine, with ſurpaſſin 

brightneſs, in CHRIST? To the making of a world, 
there was no obſtacle; but to the ſaving of man, 
there ſeemed to be unſurmountable bars. If the rebel 
is ſuffered to eſcape; where is the infexible juſtice, 
which denounces death as the wages of fin ?”? If 
the offender is thoroughly pardoned ; where is the 
inviolable veracity, which has ſolemnly declared, «© The 
« ſoul that ſinneth, ſhall die? Theſe awful attributes 
are ſet in terrible array; and, like an impenetrable bat- 
talion, oppoſe the ſalvation of apoſtate mankind. 
Who can ſuggeſt a method to ab/olve the traiterous 
race, yet vindicate the honours of almighty Sove- 
reignty? This is an intricacy, which the moſt exalt- 
ed of finite intelligencies are unable to clear. —But 
behold the unſearchable ſecret revealed! revealed in the 
wonderful redemption accompliſhed by a dying Sa- 
viour ! ſo plainly revealed, that © he who runs may 
read; and even babes underſtand, what minds of 
the deepeſt penetration could not contrive.—The Son 
of Go b, taking our nature, obeys the law, and un- 
dergoes death, in our ſtead. By this means, the 
threatened | curſe is executed in all its rigour, and 
free grace is exerciſed in all its riches. Juſtice main- 
— her rights, and, with a ſteady hand, adminiſters. 
impartial vengeance ; while mercy diſpenſes her par- 
dons, and welcomes the repentant criminal into the 
tendereſt embraces. Hereby the ſeemingly thwarting 
attributes are reconciled. The finner is faved, not on- 


See the next note. 


ty 
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ly in full con iſtence with the honour of the ſupreme 
8 but to the moſt ://uſtrious manifeſtation of 
Where does the divine power * fo ſignally exert it- 
ſelf, as in the croſs of CHRIS, and in the conqueſts 
of grace —Our Lo xp, in his loweſt ſtate of humilia- 
tion, gained a more glorious vidory, than when, 
through the dividing ſea, and the waſte howling wil- 
derneſs, he rode upon his chariots and horſes of 
« ſalvation.” When his hands were rivetted, with 
irons, to the bloody tree; he diſarmed death of its 
ſting, and plucked the prey from the jaws of hell. 
Then, even then, while he was crucified in weakneſs, 
he vanquiſhed the ſreng man, and ſubdued our moſt 
formidable enemies. Even then, he ſpoiled principa- 
lities, triumphed over the powers of darkneſs, and led 
captivity captive.—Now he is exalted to his heavenly 
throne, with what a prevailing efficacy does his grace 
go forth, « conquering, and to conquer!” - By this, 
the /laves of ſin are reſcued from their bondage, and 
reſtored to the /zberty of righteouſneſs. By this, de- 
praved wretches, whoſe appetites were /en/ual, and 
their diſpoſitions deviliſh, are not only renewed, but 
renewed after the image of Go p, and made 
of à divine nature. Millions, millions of loſt crea- 
tures are ſnatched, by the interpolition of grace, hke 
brands from the burning; and, tranſlated into ever- 
laſting manſions, ſhine brighter than the „arg, ſhine 
bright as the n, in the kingdom of their Father. 
Wonld you then ſee an incomparably more bright 
diſplay of the divine excellence, than the unſpotted 


firmatnent, the ſpangles of heaven, or the golden 


* CurisT, the wiſdom of GOD, and the power of GOD, 
1 Cor. i. 24.—To the intent that now, unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places, might be known by the church 
(by the amazing contrivance, and accompliſhment of its re- 
demption) the deep, extenſive, and (-»20mar;) greatly-diverſified 

wiſdom of GOD. Eph. ili. 10. 
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fountain of day exhibit? Contemplate Jzsuvs of Na- 
zareth. He is the brightneſs of his Father's glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon, In his immacu- 
late nature, in his heavenly tempers, in his moſt holy 
life, the moral perfections of the Deity are repreſented to 
the higheſt advantage *.—Hark ! how Mercy, with her 
charming voice, ſpeaks in all he utters. See! how 
Benevolence pours her choiceſt ſtores, in all he does. 
Did ever Compaſſion look ſo amiably ſoft, as in thoſe 
pitying tears, which ſwelled his eyes, and trickled 
down his cheeks, to bedew the rancour of his invete- 
rate enemies ?—Was it poſſible for Patience to aſſume 
a form ſo lovely, as that ſweetly-winning conduct, 
which bore the contradichon of finners ? whichentreated 
the obſtinate to be reconciled, beſought the guilty not 
to die ?—ln other things, we may find ſome ſcattered 
rays of JEHovan's glory; but in CauxrisT they 
are all collected and united. In CHRIST they beam 
forth, with the ſtrongeſt radiance, with the moſt de- 
lightful effulgence. Out Sion, and in Sion's great 
Redeemer, hath G O D appeared in perfect beauty. 
Search then, my ſoul, above all other purſuits, 
ſearch the records of redeeming love. Let theſe he the 
princ1 _— of thy ſtudy. Here employ thyſelf 
with the moiſt unweaned afliduity.-—[n theſe are hid all 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge f. Such wiſdom, 


In this ſenſe, that ſaying of our Lok po is eminently true, 
He that hath feen ME, hath ſeen the FATHER. John xiv. g. 

+ Colof. ii. 3.—Not a mean degree, but a treaſure ; not one 
treaſure, but many ; not many only, but all treaſures, of true 
wiſdom, and ſaving knowledge; are in CHRIS, and his glo- 
rious goſpel. —The tranſcendent excellency of thoſe treaſures 
ſeemes to be finely intimated, in that other expreſſion See 
hid ; (which may be interpreted by the Hebrew 12200, Job 
iii. 21.) laid up, with the utmoſt care, and the greateit ſafery. 
Not left at all adventures, to be ſtumbled upon by every giddy 
wanderer; or to fall into the arms of the yawning. flu ; 
but, like jewels of the brighteſt luſtre, or riches of the higheit 
value, kept in ſtore to adorn and reward the diligent ſearcher. 


as 
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as charms and aſtoniſhes the very angels; engages their 
cloſeſt attention, and fills them with the de adora- 
tion x. Such knowledge, as qualifies the poſſeſſor, if 
not for offices of dignity on earth, yet for the moſt 
honourable advancements in the kingdom of heaven, 
Diſunited from Which knowledge, all application is 
but elaborate 1mpertinence ; and all ſcience, no better 
than pompous 1gnorance.—Theſe records contain the 
faultleſs model of duty, and the nobleſt motives to o- 
bedience. Nothing ſo powerful to work a lively faith, 
and a joyful hope, as an attentive conſideration of our 
Lox »'s unutterable merits. Nothing ſo ſovereign to 
antidote the peſtilential influence of the world, and 
deliver our affections from a ſlavery to ignoble objects, 
as an habitual remembrance of his extreme agonies. 
The genuine, the ever-fruitful ſource of all morality, 
is the unfeigned love of CHRISTH ; and the croſs, the 
Cxoss, is the appointed + altar, from which we may 
fetch a coal 1, to inkindle this ſacred fire. . 


* This, I believe, is the imęort of the apoſtle's language, 
though it is not a /izeral tranſlation of «c « er1fvgover ay ſix raparvya, 
1 Pet. i. 12.—I never had ſuch a lively apprehenſion of 1he 
beautiful ſignificancy of the laſt word, as when I have attend- 
ed a difſeQtion of ſome part of the animal body. In order to 
diſcern the minutiæ of the admirable frame, the latent wonders 
of art and mechaniſm, the eye is ſo ſharpened, and its appli- 
cation ſo intenſely bended, as gives a very juſt experimental 
comment on that expreſſive phraſe, repaxvye. — With ſuch car- 
neſt attention is the everlaſting goſpel contemplated by the an- 
gelic orders ! How mach more, if it were poſſible, does it de- 
ſerve the devout and inceflant conſideration of human minds? 
ſince, by them, it is not only to be ſpeculated, as a bright and ra- 
viſhing diſplay of the divine attributes ; but to be applied to their 
fallen nature, as a moſt benign ſcheme of recovering grace; a 
the ſure and only method of obtaining life and immortality. 

+ And J. ſays our LORD, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
and extended on the crofs, will draw all men unte me ; will 
give ſuch a rich and tranſcendent difplay of my love, as ſhall 
conſtitute the moſt powerful and prevailing attractive of therrs. 


John xii. 32. t Allading to //. vi. C. 
; Behold, 
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Behold, therefore, the man ; the matchleſs and ſtu- 
ndous man; whoſe practice was a pattern of the 
moſt exalted virtue, and his perſon mirror of e- 
very divine perfection. Examine the memoirs of his 
heavenly temper, and exemplary converſation. Con- 
template that choir of graces, which were aſſociated in 
his mind, and ſhed the higheſt luſtre on all his actions. 
Familiarize to thy thoughts his inſtructive diſcourſes, - 
and enter into the very ſpi-it of his refined doctrines: 
that the graces may be transfuſed into thy breaſt, and 
the doctrines tranſcribed in thy life. —Follow him to 
Calvary's horrid - eminence ; to Calvary's fatal cata- 
ſtrophe: where innocence, dignity, and merit, were 
made perfect through ſufferings ; each ſhining, with all 
poſſible ſplendor, through the tragical ſcene ; ſome- 
what like his own radiant bow, then glowing with 
the greateſt beauty, when appearing on the eſt 
cloud. —Be thy moſt conſtant attention fixed on that 
lovely and ſorrowful ſpectacle. Behold the ſpotleſs 
victim nailed to the tree, and ſtabbed to the heart. 
Hear him pouring out prayers for his murderers, before 
he poured out is ſoul for tranſgreflors. See the 
wounds that ftream with iveneſs, and bleed balm 
for a diſtempered world. O!] fee the juſtice of the 
Almighty and his goodneſs ; his mercy and his ven- 

nce ; every tremendous and gracious attribute mani- 

ted, manifeſted with inexprfibl lory, in that moſt 


1gnominious, yet grandeſt, ons. 
SincE God is ſo inconceivably great, as theſe his 


marvellous works declare ; | = 
Since the great Swoereign ſends ten thauſand worlds, 
To tell — he refdes .. them all, 

In glory's unapproachable receſs * ; _ how 


For this quatation, and ſeveral valuable hints, I acknow- 
ledge myſelf indebted to thoſe beauniful and ſublime poems, 
entitled, Night-Thoughts.—Of which I ſhall only fay, chat 1 
receive. freſh pleaſure, and richer improvement, from every 
Vol. I. No 5. oo renewed 
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how can we forbear haſtening, with Moſes, bowing 
ourſelves to the earth, and worſhipping ? O! what 
an honourable, as well as advantageous employ, is 
prayer —Advantageaus. By prayer, we cultivate that 
improving correſpondence with JEH OV AH, we 
carry on that gladdening intercourſe with his SPIRIT, 
which mult begin here, in order to be completed in 
eternity. — Honourable. By prayer, , we have acceſs 
to that mighty potentate, whoſe ſceptre ſways univer- 
ſal nature, and whoſe rich regalia fill the ſkies with 
luſtre. Prayer places us in his preſence · chamber; 
while © the blood of ſprinkling” procures us a gra- 
cious audience. 
Shall 1 then %% to be found e before the 
throne of grace? Shall I be a/hamed to have it known, 


Rather, let me glory 
Let me reckon it the nobleſ po 


my knees before his footitool ; and the higheſt honour, 


to enjoy communion. with his moſt ted Majelty. 
—lacomparably more noble, than to fit, in perſon, on 
the triumphal chariot; or to ſtand, in effigy, amidſt 
the temple of worthies. | | 

Moſt ineſtimable, in ſuch a view, is that promiſe, 
which ſo often occurs in the prophetic writings, and 
is the r of the new covenant, I will be 
thy God *. Wi 


renewed peruſal. And, I think, I ſhall: have reaſon to bleſs 
the indulgent Beſtower of all wiſdom, for thoſe inſtructive and 
animating compoſitions, even in my laſt moments. Than which 
nothing can more em — ſpeak their ſuperior excellente, 
nor give à more ſolid ſatis faction to their worthy author. Hap- 
py ſhould I think myſelf, it theſe little ſketches of contem- 
plative devotion might be honoured with the moft inferior. de- 
gree of the ſme ſucceſs ; might receive a teſtimony, not from 
the voice of fame, but from the dying lips of Le ediſied 
Chriüa an. ©2® Heb. Wi. 10. | 
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Being vouchſafe to be my portion? to ſettle, upon a 
r {inner, not the heritage of a country, not the 
poſſeſſion of the whole earth, but his own ever: bleſſed 
ſelf? May I then, through his free condeſcending 
e, and the unknown merits of his Son, look up- 
on all theſe infinitely-noble attributes as my treaſure? 
— [ regard the toi, which ſuperintends ſuch a 
multitude of worlds. as my guide; the porwer, which 
produced, and preſerves them in exiſtence,” as my 
guard; the goodae/s, which, by an endleſs communica- 
tion of favours, rènders them all ſo many habitations 
of happineſs, as my exceeding great reward *— What a 
fund of  felicity is included in ſuch a bleſſing! How 
often does the Iraelitiſbh prince exult in the aſſurance, 
that this unutterable and boundleſs good is his own? 
Intereſted in this, he bids defiance to every evil that 
can be dreaded, and reſts in certain expectation of e- 
very bleſſing that can be deſired. The LORD i my 
light and my ſalvation ; whom then ſhall I fear* The 
LORD, with an air of exultation, he repeats both 
his affiance, and his challenge, :s the ftrength of my life ; 
of hom then ſhall I be afraid * Nothing ſo effectual, 
as this appropriating faith, to inſpire a dignity of 
mind, ſaperior to tranſitory tnfles; or to create a 
calmneſs of temper, unalarmed by vul fears, un- 
appalled by death itſcf.—The LORD ig my Shepherd, 
lays the ſame truly gallant and heroic perſonage : 
therefore ſhall I lack nothing f. How is it poſſible, he 
ſhould ſuffer want, who has the all-ſufficient fulneſs 
for his ſupply? So long as unerring wiſdom is capa- 
ble of contriving the means, ſo long as uncontroliable 
power 1s able to execute them ; ſuch a one cannot fail 
of being ſafe and happy, whether he continue amidſt 
the viciſſitudes of time, or depart into the unchange- _ 
able eternity. 
Here, let us ſtand a moment, and humbly contem- 
plate this great G o p, together with ourſelves, in a re- 
OO PL SSN ACS TH 6 OR x8. Y. 
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lative view. —If we reflect on the works of material 
nature, their number incomprehenſible, and their ex- 
tent unmeaſurable; each of them apart, ſo admirably 
framed ; the connections of the whole ſo exquiſitely 
regulated ; and all derived from one and the ſame glo- 
nous Agent: If we recollect the far more noble ac- 
compliſhments of elegant taſte, and diſcerning judg- 
ment; of refined affections, and exalted ſentiments; 
which are to be found among the ſeveral orders of in- 
telligent exiſtence; and all of them flowing, in rich 
emanations, from the one ſole fouFtain of intellectual 
light: —If we farther conſider this Author of material 
beauty, and moral excellency, as a Guardian, a Gover- 
nor, and Benefador to all his creatures; ſupporting the 
whole ſyſtem, and protecting each individual, by an 
ever-watchful providence ; preſiding over the minute 
affairs, and cauſing all events to terminate in the moſt 
extenſive good ; heaping, with unremitted liberality, 
kis benefits upon every capable object, and making the 
circuit of the univerſe a ſeminary of happineſs :—Is it 
poflible for the human heart, under fuch captivating 
views, to be indifferent towards this moſt benign, moit 
bountiful Original of being and of bliſs? Can any be 
ſo immerſed in ſtupidity, as to ſay unto the Almighty, 
in the language of an irreligious temper, and hicen- 
tious life, to ſay, © Depart from us; we implore not 
ce thy favour ; nor deſire the knowledge of thy ways.” 
Wonder, O heavens / be amazed, O earth / and let 
the inhabitants of both expreſs their aſtoniſhment, at 
this unparallelled complication of diſingenuous, un- 
grateful, deſtructive perverſeneſs 

It we conſider our fallen and imperfedt ſtate; frail in 
our bodies; enfeebled in our minds; in every part ot 
our conſtitution, and in all the occurrences of life, 
„ likea tottering wall, ora broken hedge: If we ſurvey 
our indigent and inſirm ſtate, without holineſs, without 
ſpiritual; ſtrength; our poſſeſſion of preſent conveniencies 
entirely dependent on G a p's ſovereign * Ws +1 
n 8 a: orfeited, 
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forfeited, juſtly forfeited, with every future hope, by 
a . aggravated iniquities: If we add Ke va- 
rious diſaſters of our condition; agitated as we are by 
tumultuous paſſions; oppreſſed with diſpiriting fears; 
held in ſuſpenſe by a variety of perplexing * cares; 
liable to pains, and expoſed to troubles ; troubles from 
every quarter; troubles of every kind :—Can we, a- 
midll ſo man wants, under ſuch deplorable infirmi- 
ties, and ſubject to ſuch diſaſtrous accidents, can we 
be unconcerned, whether G o p's omnipotent, irreſi- 
ſtible, all- conducting hand be agarn/t us, or for us? 
Imagination itſelf ſhudders at the thought !—Can we 
reſt ſatisfied, without a well-grounded perſuaſion, that 
we are reconciled to this ſupreme Lo RD, and the ob- 
jets of his unchangeable goodneſs it chere be an 
abandoned wretch, whoſe apprehenſions aue fo fatally 
blinded; who is ſo utterty loſt to all ſenſe of his duty, 
and of his intereſt; let me bewail his m/ery, while I 
abhor his impiety: bewail his miſery ; though Popu- 
larity, with her choiceſt laurels, adorn his brow ; 
though Affluence, with her richeſt delicacies, load his 


Perplexing. Thoſe who read the original language of the 
New Teſtament, are ſufficiently appriſed, that ſuch is the fgni- 
ficancy of that benevolent diſſuaſive urged by our LozD, « 
apart, Matth, vi. 25.—1I beg leave, for the ſake of the un ; 
learned reader, to obſerve, that our tranſlation, though for the 
moſt part faithful and excellent, has here miſrepreſented our 
dvine Maſter's meaning. Take no thought for yaur food, for 
your raiment, for your bodily welfare, is not only not the true 
lenſe, but the very reverſe of this ſcriptural doctrine. We are 
required to take a prudent and moderate thought for the ne- 
ceflarieg of life. The ſtuggard who neglects this decent precau- 
tion, is ely reprimanded; is ſent to one of the meuneſt ani - 
mals, to bluſh for his folly, and learn diſcretion from her con- 
duet, Prov. vi. 6, Our Soviour's precept, and the exact ſenſe. 
of his expreſſion, is, Take no anxious thought; indulge no 
perplexing care; no ſuch care, as may argue an unreaſonable 
dftruſt of providence, or may rend and fear your minds with 
Gſtreffing, with pernicious ſolicitude. IC" enz. 

8! B b 3 table 


390 CONTEMPLATIONS | 
table; though half a nation, or half a world, conſpire 


to call him Hag. bd 
May I, by a believing application, | ſolace myſelf in 
this everlaitiag ſource of love, ection, and joy 


Grant me this requeſt, and 1 no more. — Only, 
that I may expect, not with a reluctant anxiety, but 
with a ready cheufulneſs, the arrival of that — 
ant hour, when this veil of fleth ſhall drop, the 
ſhadows of mortality flee away: when I ſhall nu long - 
er complain of 95/cure knowledge, languid aflections, 
and imperfet fruition but ſhall ſee the uncreated 
and immortal Majeſty ; fee him, not in this diſtant 
and unaffecting method of reaſoning from his works; 


but with the moſt clear and direct intuition of the 


mind: — when I ſhall. /zve him, not with 2 cold and 
contracted ſpirit; but with the moit ſively and en- 

emotions of gratitude — when | ſhall inceflant- 
ly enjoy the light of his countenance ; and be united, 
inſeparably united to his all-glorious GoDHES D.— 
Take, ye ambitious, unenvied-and unoppoſed, take to 
yourlelves the toys of ſtate. May I be enabled to rejoice 
in this blefſed hope; and to triumph in that amiable, 
that adorable, that delightful name, the LOAD MY 
Gop! And I ſhall ſcarce beſtow a thought on the 
ſplendid pageantry of the world, ualeſs it be to d 
its empty pomp, and to pity its deluded admirers. 


ALL theſe bodies, though immenſe in their ſize, 
and almoſt infinite in their multitude, are ebedrent to 
- the divine command. The G op of wiſdom “ tell 

eth their numbers,“ and is intimately acquainted 
with their various properties. The Gop of power 
« calleth them all by their names,” and aſſigns them 
whatſoever office he pleaſes. He mar/bals all the ſtar- 
ry legions, with infinitely greater caſe, and nicer or- 
der, than the moſt expert general arranges his diſc 
plined troops. He appoints their pes; he marks 
their route ; he fixes the time for their returu. The 
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poſts which he appoints, they occupy without fail. 
In the route which he ſettles, they perſevere, without 
the leaſt deviation. And to the inftant * which he fixes 
for their return, they are preciſely punctual.—He has 
given them a /aw, which, through a long revolution 
of ages, ſhall not be broken, unleſs his ſovereign will 
interpoſes for its repeal. Then, indeed, the motion of 
the celeſtial orbs is controlled; their action remains 
ſuſpended; or their influence receives 2 new direction. 
—The un, at his creation, iſſued forth with a com- 
mand, to travel perpetually through the heavens. 
Since which, he has never neglected to perform the 
at circuit; “ rejoicing as a giant to run his race.” 
ut, when it is requiſite to accompliſh the purpoſes 
of divine love, the orders are countermanded; the 
Haming courier remits his career; fands ftill in Gi- 
bem 4+; and, for the conveniency of the choſen 
people, holds back the falling day.—The eon was 
diſpatched with a charge, never to intermit her re- 
volving courſe, till day and night. come to an end. 
But when the children of providence are to be fa- , 
voured with an uncommon continuance of light, ſhe 
halts in her march, makes a ſolemn pauſe in the valley 
of Ajalon 1, and delays to bring on her attendant 
train 
, The planets, and all the innumerable hoſt of heavenly 
bodies, perform their courſes and revolutions, with fo much 
« certainty and exactneſs, as never once to fail; but, for al- 
* moſt 6000 years, come conſtantly about to the ſame period, 
7 — the hundredth part of a minute.” STACKHoOUSE's Hit. 
E. | 
+ This is ſpoken in conformity to the ſcripture- language, 
and according to the common notion. With reſpect to the 
power which effected the alteration, it is much the fame thing, 
and alike miraculous, whether the ſun, or the earth, be fup- 
poſed to move. 5 
f Joſb. x. 12. 13.— The prophet Habakkuk, according to 
his lofty manner, celebrates this event; and points out, in ve- 
ry poetical diction, the 3 ſo ſurpriſing a MC 
| | 4 un 
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train of ſhadows. When the enemies of the Loxp 
are to be diſcomfited, the ftars are levied into the 
ſervice; the ſtars are armed, and take the field ; the 
lars, in their courſes fought againſt Siſera &. 

So dutiful is material nature! ſo obſequious, in al! 
her forms, to her Creator's pleaſure !—The bellowing 
thunders liſten to his voice; and the volleyed light- 
nings obſerve the direction of his eye. The flying 
ſtorm, and impetuous whirlwind, wear his yoke. 
The raging waves revere his nod; they ſhake the 
earth; they daſh the ſkies; yet never offer to paſs 
the limits which he has preſcribed. Even the plane- 
tary ſpheres, though. valtly /arger than this wide-ex- 
tended earth, are in his hand, as clay in the hands of 
the potter. Though, foifter than the northern blaſt, 
they ſweep the long tracts of æther; yet are they gui- 
ded by his reins, and execute whatever he enjoins.— 
Jun and moon flood ftill in their habitation: in the light, the 
long-continued and miraculous light, thy arrows, edged with 
deſtruction, walked on their awful errand ; in the clear for 
ning of the day,-protracted for this very purpoſe, thy glitter- 
ing ſpear, launched by thy people, but guided by thy hand, 
ſprung to its prey. Hab. iii. 11. | 

Jude. v. 20.—The ſcriptural phraſe ſought again, will, 
I hope, be a proper warrant for every expreflion I have uſed 
on this occaſion. The paſſage is generally ſuppoſed to ſignity, 
that ſome very dreadful metecrs, (which the ſtars were thought 
to influence), ſuch as fierce flaſhes of lightning, impetuous 
ſhowers of rain, and rapid ſtorms of hai/, were employed by 
the Almighty to terrify, annoy, and overthrow the enemies 
of rael. If fo, there cannot be a more clear and lively pa- 
raphraſe on the text, than thoſe fine lines of a Zewti/b writer. 
His ſevere wrath ſball HE ſharpen for a fword; and the 
world /ball fight with him againſt the ungodly. Den ſball the 
right-aiming thunderbolts go abraad; and from the clouds, as 
from a well-drawn bow, all they fly te the mark. And hail- 
ſtones, full of wrath, ſball be caſl out of a flone bow ; and the 
water of the ſea ſball rage againſt them and rhe floods (as was 
the caſe of the river K:/bon) ſball cruelly drown them ; yea, a 
mighty wind ſball fand up again them and, like a ſtorm, 
ſhall blow them away. Wild, v. 20. 21. 22. 23. 
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All thoſe enormous globes of central fire, which beam 
through the boundleſs azure, in companiſon of which 
an army of planets were like a ſwarm of ſummer- in- 
ſets ; thoſe, even thoſe, are conformable to his will, 
as the melting wax to the impreſſed ſeal.— Since all, 
41 L is obedient, throughout the whole aſcent of 
things, ſhall man be the only rebel againſt the almighty 
Maker? Shall theſe unruly appetites reject his 1 

ment, and refuſe their allegiance? Shall theſe head- 
wrong Paſeo break looſe from divine reſtraint, and 
run wild, in exorbitant fallies, after their own imagi- 


nations ?. | 7 2 | As 
O my ſoul, be ſtung with remorſe, and overwhelm- 
ed with confuſion, at the thought! Is it not a righte- 
ous thing, that the bleſſed G o p ſhould ſway the ſcep- 
tre, with the moſt abſolute authority, over all the crea- 
tures which his power has formed ? eſpecially over 
thoſe creatures, whom his diſtinguiſhing favour has 
endued with the noble principle of reaſon, and made 
capable of a bliſsful immortality ? Sure, if all the 
ranks of inanimate exiſtence conform to their Maker's 
decree, by the neceſſity of their nature; this more ex- 
cellent race of beings ſhould pay their equal h 

by the willing compliance of their affections *. 
Come 

* This argument, I acknowledge, is not abſolutely conclu- 
ſive, But it is popular and ſtriking. Nor can I think myſelf 
obliged, in ſuch a work, where fancy bears a conſiderable fway, 
to proceed always with the caution and exactneſs of a di/puter 
in the ſchools. If there be ſome appearance of analogy between 
the fact and the inference, it ſeems ſufficient for my purpoſe ; 
though the deduction ſhould not be neceſſary, nor the proceſs 
ſtrictly ſyllogiſtical. —One of the apoflolic fathers has an affect- 
ting and ſublime paragraph, which runs entirely in this form: 
Haig fre xa Fam, aripuy 71 Nope xals Tw Tidlaymw auly is oor, AUR warn 
„ Fucovoy rv, ixilflaypuirec avroG; pro pevgs The fun, the moon, 

and, the flarry choir, without the leaft deviation, and with the 
utmoft harmony, perform the revolutions appointed them by the 


ſupreme decree. From which remark, and abundance of other 
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Come then, all ye om of my mind ; come, all ye 
powers of my body ; give up yourſelves, without a 
moment's 5 without the leaſt reſerve, to his 
governance. Stand, like dutiful ſervants, at his 
footitool ; in an everlaſting readineſs to do whatſoever 
He requires; to be whatipever he appoints : to fur- 
ther, with united efforts, the purpoſes of his glory in 
this earthly ſcene; or ele to ſeparate, without reluc- 
tance, at his ſummons; the one, to ſleep in the ſilent 
_ duſt; the arber, to advance his honour, in ſome re- 
moter colony of his kingdom. — Thus may I | — with 
all the works of the Lo x p, in all places of his do- 
minion, to recognize his univerſal ſupremacy; and 
— r e as well as Kuler of 


| * 

* my 725 coming abroad, all theſe luminaries 
nd „ by the overpowering luſtre of the ſun. 
They were all placed in the very fame ſtations, and 
played the ſame ſprightly beams; yet not one of them 
was ſeen. As the day- light wore away, and the ſober 
- ſhades advanced; \Heſperus, who leads the ſtarry train, 
diſcloſed his radiant forchead, and catched — eye. 
While I ftood gazing on his bright and beautiful 
aſpect, ſeveral of his attendants peeped through the 
blue curtains. Scarce had I turned to obſerve theſe 
freſh-emanations of ſplendor, but others dropt the veil, 
others ſtole into view, When lo! faſter and more 
numerous, multitudes ſprung from obſcurity ; they 
poured, in ſhining troops, and in ſweet confuſion, 
aan till the firmament ſecm- 


kues inflnnces, Aude i in the cxconomy of nature ; he 
exhorts Chriſtians to a cordial »nanimity among themſelves, 
and a dutiful obedience to G o D. Vid. Clem. Roman. 1 ep. ad 

Corinth. ſect. 20, — See alſo a beautiful ode in Dr Mattis 
| Lyric Poems, entitled, The Compariſon and Complamt, which 
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ed like one vaſt conſtellation ; and a flood of glo- 

« ry burſt from all the lies. 

Is not ſuch the rise, and ſuch the progreſs of a true 
converſion, in the prejudiced infidel, or inattentive fiu- 
ner? During the period of his vainer years, 2 thou» 
ſand intereſting - truths lay utterly undiſcovered; a 
thouſand momentous concerns were entirely difregard- 
ed, But, when divine grace diſſipates the deluſive 
litter, which dazzled his —— and begui- 
ed his affections ;. then he begins to diſcern, dimly to 
diſcern, the things which belong unto his peace. Some 
admonition of ſcripture darts conviction into his ſoul, 
as the glimmering of a ſtar pierces the gloom of night. 
—Then, perhaps, another awful, or chearing text, 
impreſſes terror, or diffuſes comfort. A threatening a» 
larms has fears, or a promife awakens his hopes. This, 
poſfibly, is ſucceeded by ſome aſlictive diſpenſation of 
providence z and improved by ſome edifying and in- 
ſtructive converſation. All Which is eita as to 
its continuance, and enlarged as to its influence, by a 
diligent ſtudy of the ſacred word. By this means, ne- 
truths continually pour their evidence. Scenes of re- 
fined and exalted, but hitherto unknown delight, ad- 
dreſs him with their attractives. New deſires take 
wing; new purſuits are ſet on -oot. A new turn of: 
mind forms his temper; a new habit of converſation 

regulates his life. In a word, old things are paſſed away, 
and all things become new. He who was ſometime dark- 
neſs, is now light, and life, and joy in the Lox. 


Tu k more attentively I view the cryſtal concave, 
the more fully I diſcern the richneſs 425 its decorations. 

Abundance of minuter lights, which lay concealed 
from a 7 notice, are viſible on a cieſer examina- 

tion. Eſpecially in thoſe tracts of the ſky, which are 
called the galaxy + and are diſtinguiſhable by a fort of 
milky path” e the ſtars are crouded, rather than 
diſſeminated. Ae region ſeems to e 
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with their ſplendid rays. —Beſides this vaſt profuſion, 
which in my preſent ſituation the eye diſcovers ; was 
Fto make my ſurvey, from any other part of the 
globe, lying nearer the ſouthern pole, I ſhould behold 
a new choir of ſtarry bodies, which have never appear- 
ed within our horizon.— Was I (which is {till more 
wonderful), either here or there, to view the firma- 
ment with the virtuoſo's glaſs ; I ſhould find a prodi- 
multitude of flaming orbs, which, — 8 
ths of æther, eſcape the keeneſt unaſſiſted 
Let, in theſe various ſituations, even with the — 
of the teleſcopic tube, I ſhould not be able to deſcry 
the half, perhaps not a thou/andth part, of thoſe majeſtic 
Juminarics, which the vaſt expanſive heavens contain . 
—So, the more diligently Ipurſue my fearch into thoſe 
oracles of eternal truth, the ſcriptures 3 I perceive a 
wider, a deeper, an ever-increaſing tund of ſpi 
treaſures. I perceive 5 brighter ſtrokes of wiſdom, 
and the richer diſplays of goodneſs; a more tranſcen- 
dent excellency in he: illuſtrious Meſſiah, and a more 
rable vileneſs in fallen man; a more — 
ity in Gop's law, and more precious 5 | 
his goſpel. Yet, after a courſe of itudy, ever ſo aflic- 
ous, ever ſo prolonged, I ſhould have reaſon to own 
myſelf à mere babe n heavenly knowledge; or, at 
moſt, but a Peng Ly very m the ſchool of 
CurrsT. ©, AFTER 


Come forth, 0 man, yon azure round ſurvey, 
And view thoſe , which yield eternal day. | 
Bring forth thy : clear thy wond'ring eyes : | 


Millions beyond the former millions riſe : 
Look farther ;—millions more blaze from remoter ſkies, } 
See an ingenious poem, entitled, The Univerſe. 


7 How noble, conſidered in this view, are the celebrations 
of the Divine Majeſty, which frequently occur in the ſacred 
writings! It is the LORD that made the heavens. Pſal. xcvi. 
5,—What à prodigious dignity does ſuch a ſenſe. of things. 
give to that devout aſcription of praiſe! They, even thou, art 


1 ale: thou haft made heaven, the heaven of © —_— 
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AFTERAall my moſt accurate inſpection, thoſe ſtarry 
orbs 9 but as glittering points. Even the planets, 
though ſo much nearer our earthly manſion, ſeem only 
like burning bullets. If then we have ſuch imperfect 
apprehenſons of vilible and material things; how much 
more ſcanty and inadequate muſt be our notions of in- 
viſible and immortal objects We behold the ſtars, 
Though every one is incomparably bigger than the 
globe we inhabit, yet they dwindle, upon our ſurvey, 
into the moſt diminutive forms. Thus, we ſee by 
faith the glories of the bleſſed Jesus; the atoning 
efficacy of his death ; the juſtifying merit of his righ- 
teouſneſs ; and the joys which are reſerved for his fol- 
lowers. But, alas! even our moſt exalted ideas are 
vaſtly below the truth ; as much below the truth, as 
the report which our eyes make of thoſe celeſtial edi- 
fices, is inferior to their real grandeur. —Should we 
take in all the magnifying aſſiſtances which art has con- 
' trived ; thoſe luminous bodies would elude our ſkill, 
and appear as ſmall as ever. Should an inhabitant of 
earth travel towards the cope of heaven; and be car- 
ried forwards, in his aereal journey, more than a hun- 
dred and ſixty millions of miles * ; even in that ad- 
vanced ſituation, thoſe oceans of fame would look no 
larger than radiant ſpecks, —In like manner, conceive 
ever ſo magnificently of the Redeemer's honours, and 


with all their hoſt. Nehem. ix. 6,—Examined by this rule, 
the beautiful climax in our inſpired hyma is ſublime beyond 
compare, Praiſe HIM. ſun and moon : praiſe HIM, all ye 
flars of light : praiſe HIM, ye heavens of heavens, Pal. 


cxlviil. 3. 4. | 


This, incredible as it may ſeem, is not a mere ſuppoſition, 
but a real fact. For, about the twenty-firſt of December, we 
are above 160,000,000 of miles nearer the northern parts of the 
iky, than we were at the twenty-firſt of June. And yet, with 
regard to the ſtars fituate in that quarter, we perceive no 
change in their aſpect, nor any angmentation of their magni- 
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of the bliſs which he has purchaſed for his people; yet 
you will fall ſhort. Raiſe your imagination higher; 
ſtretch your invention wider; give them all the ſcope 
which a ſoaring and excurſive fancy can take; ſtill 
your conceptions will be extremely d:/proportionate to 
their genuine perfections. Vaſt are the bodies which 
roll in the expanſe of heaven; vaſter far are thoſe 
fields of æther, through which they run their endleſs 
round: but the excellency of Jzsus, and the happi- 
neſslaid up for his ſervants, are greater than eit her, than 
both, than all. An inſpired writer calls the former, 
< the unſearchable riches of CauisT;” and ſtyles the lat- 
ter, an exceeding great and eternal weight of glory.” 


Ir thoſe ſtars are ſo many inexhauſtible magazines of 
fire, and immenſe reſervoirs of light; there is no rea- 
ſon to doubt, but t have ſome very grand uſer, 
fuitable to the magnificence of their nature. To ſpe- 
cify or explain the particular purpoſes they anſwer, is 
altogether impoſſible, in our preſent ſtate of diſtance 
and ignorance. This, however, we may clearly dif- 
cern ; they are diſpoſed in that very manner which is 
moſt pleaſing and moſt ſerviceable to mankind. —They 
are not placed at an infinite remove, ſo as to lie beyond 

our ſight ; neither are they brought /o near our abode, 
as to annoy us with their beams. We ſee them ſhine 
on every fide. The deep azure, which ſerves them as 
a ground, heightens their ſplendor. At the ſame time, 
their influence is gentle, and their rays are deſtitute of 
heat. So that we are-ſurrounded with a multitude of 
fiery globes, which beautify and illuminate the firma- 
ment, without any riſk either to the coolne/5 of our 
night, or the quiet of our repoſe. Who can ſuffici- 
ently admire that woudrous benignity, which, on our 
account, ſtrews the earth with bleflings of every kind, 
and vouchſafes to make the very heavens ſubſervient to 
our delight ? 

It is not ſolely to adorn the roof of our palace _ 
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coſtly. gildings, that Gop commands the celeftial lu- 
minaries to glitter through the gloom. We alſo reap 
conſiderable benefits from their miniſtry.—They divide 
our time, and fix its ſolemn periods. They ſettle the 
order of our works ; and are, according to the deſtina- 
tion mentioned in facred writ, for ſigns, and for 
„ ſeaſons; for days, and for years.” The returns of 
heat and cold alone, would have been too precarions'a 
rule. But theſe radiant bodies, by the variation, and 
alſo by the regularity, of their motions, afford a me- 
thod of calculating, abſolutely certain, and ſufficiently 
obvious. By this, the farmer is inſtructed when to 
commit his grain to the furrows, and how to conduct 
the operations of huſbandry. By this, the /ailor 
knows when to proceed on his voyage with leaſt peril, 

and how to carry on the buſineſs of navigation with 
moſt ſucceſs. | ; | 
Why ſhould not the Chriſtian, the probationer for 
eternity, learn from the ſame monitors, to number — 
for nobler-purpoſes, to number his days; and duly to 
tranſact the grand, grand affairs of his everlaſting fal- 
vation? Since Gop has appointed ſo many bright 
meaſurers of our time, to determine its larger periods, 
and to minute down its ordinary Fes ; ſure this moſt 
ſtrongly inculcates its value, and ſhould powerfully 
prompt us to improve it. Behold! the ſupreme Loxpy 
marks the progreſs of our life, in that moſt conſpicu- 
ous'kalendar above. Does not fuck an ordination tell 
us, and in the moſt emphatical language, that our life 
is given for uſe, not for waſte? that no portion of it 
is delivered, but under a ſtrict account; that all of it 
is entered, as it paſſes, in the divine regiſter; and, 
therefore, that the ſtewards of fuch a talent are to 
expect a future reckoning? Behold?! the very heavens 
are bidden to be the accountants of our years, and 
months, and days. O! may this induce us to manage 
them with a vigilant frugality ; to part with them, as 
miſers with their -carded treaſure, warily and circum- 
ſpectly ; 
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ſpectly; and, if poſſible, as merchants with their rich 
commodities, not without an equivalent, either in per- 
ſonal improvement, or ſocial uſefulneſs! 


How bright the ſtarry diamonds ſhine! The ambi- 
tion of eaſtern monarchs could im-gine no diſtinction 
more noble and ſublime, than that of being likened 
to thoſe beaming orbs *. They form night's riche/? 
dreſs ; and ſparkle upon her fable robe, like jewels of 
the fineſt luſtre. Like jewels ! I wrong their character. 
The lucid: ſtone has no brilliancy ; quenched is the 
fame even of the golden topaz ; compared with thoſe 
glowing decorations of heaven. How widely are their 
radiant honours diffu/ed/ No nation ſo remote, but 
ſees their beauty, and rejoices in their uſefulneſs. 

They have been admired by all preceding generations; 
and every riſing age will gaze on their with 
renewed delight How animating, then, is that 
miſe made to the faithful miniſters of the goſpel! 
They that turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as 
the ſtars for ever and ever f.“ Is not this a moſt 
winning encouragement, to ſpend and be ſpent” in 
the ſervice of ſouls? Methinks, the ſtars beckon, as 
they twinkle. Methinks, they ſhew me their fplen- 
dors, on purpoſe to inſpire me with alacrity in the race 
ſet before me; on purpoſe to enliven my activity in the 
work that is given me to do. Ves; ye majeſtic mo- 
nitors, I underſtand your meaning. If honour has 
any charms; if true glory, the glory which cometh 
. from God, is any attractive; you diſplay the moſt 
powerful incitements to exerciſe all aſſiduity in my 

holy vocation. I will, henceforth, -obſerve your inti- 
mation; and, when zeal becomes Janguid, have re- 
courſe to your heayenly lamps; if ſo be I may rekindi: 
its ardor at thoſe inextinguiſhable fires. 


Or the polar ſtar, it is obſervable, that, while other 


Numb. xxiv. 17. Dan. vii. 10. + * xii, 3. 
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luminaries alter their ſituation, this ſeems invari- 
ably fred *. While other luminaries, now, mount 
the battlements of heaven, and appear upon duty; 
now retire beneath the horizon, and reſign to a freſh 
ſet the watches of the night ; this never departs from 
its ſtation. This, in every ſeaſon, maintains an uni- 
form poſition ; and is always to be found in the ſame 
tract of the northern ſky.—How often has this beam- 
ed bright intelligence on the er; and conducted 
the keel to its deſired haven! In early ages, thoſe 
who went down to the ſea in ſhips, and occupied their 
buſineſs in great waters, had ſcarce any other ſure 
guide for their wandering veſſel. "This therefore they 
viewed with the moſt folicitous attention. By this 
they formed their obſervations, and regulated their 
voyage. When this was obſcured by clouds, or enve- 
loped in miſts, the trembling mariner was bewildered 
on the watery waſte. His thoughts fluctuated, as 
much as the floating ſurge ; and he knew not where 
he was advanced, or -whither he ſhouid ſteer. But, 
when this auſpicious ſtar broke through the gloom, it 
diſſipated the anxiety of his mind, and cleared up his 
dubious paſſage. He re · aſſumed, with alacrity, the 
management of the helm ; and was able to ſhape his 
courſe, with ſome tolerable degree of ſatisfaction and 
certainty. 

Such, only much clearer in its light, and much ſu- 
rer in its direction, is the holy word of Go p, to thoſe 
myriads of intellectual beings, who are bound for the 
eternal ſhores; who, embarked in a veſſel of feeble 
fleſh, are to paſs the waves of this tempeſtuous and 

ilous world. In all diffculties, thoſe ſacred pages 

ed an encouraging ray; in all »zcertainties, they fug- 


* I ſpeak in conformity to the appearance of the object. 
For though this remarkable ſtar revolves round the pole, its 
motion is ſo //ow, and the circle it deſcribes, ſo mall, as ren- 
der both the revolution and change of fituation hardly per- 
ceivabie. d : 
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geſt the right determination, and point out the proper 
procedure. What is ſtill a more meſtimable advantage, 
they, like the ſtar which conducted the caſtern ſages, 
make plain the way of acceſs to a Redeemer. Th 

diſplay his unſpeakable merits ; they diſcover the me- 
thod of being intereſted in his great atonement ; and 
lead the weary ſoul, % d by troubles, and /battered 
by temptations, to that only harbour of peaceful re- 
poſe. Let us, therefore, attend to this unerring direc- 
tory, with the ſame conſtancy of regard, as the ſea- 
faring man obſerves his compaſs. Let us become as 
thoroughly acquainted with this ſacred chart, as the 
pilot is with every truſty mark, that grves notice of a 
lurking rock; and with every open road, that yields 
a ſafe paſſage into the port. Above all, let us commit 
ourſelves to this infallible guidance, with the {ame im- 
plicit reſignation ; let us conform our conduct to its 
exalted precepts, with the fame ſedulous care, as the 
children of Mrael, when ſojourning in the tracklefs 
deſert, followed the pillar of fire, and the motions of 
the miraculous cloud.—So- will it introduce us, not 
into an earthly Canaan, flowing with milk and honey; 
but into an immorta] paradiſe, where is the fulneſs of 
joy, and where are pleaſures for evermore. It will 
introduce us into thoſe happy, happy regions, where 
our ſun ſhall no more go down, nor our moon withdraw tit- 
felf ; - for the LO RD ſhall be our everlaſting licht, and 
the days. of our mourning, together with the fatigues of 
our pilgrimage, ha be ended *. | 


'I xx RcCEIVE a great variety in the fize and ſplen- 
dor of thoſe gems of heaven. Some are of the firſt 
magnitude; others of an inferior order. Some glow 
with intenſe flames ; others g/immer with fainter beams. 
Vet all are beautiful; all have their peculiat luſtre, 
and diſtinct uſe; all tend, in their different degrees, to 


enamel the cope of heaven, and embroider the robe of 


* If. Ix. 20. | 
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night. This circumſtance is remarked by an author, 
whoſe ſentiments are a ſource of wiſdom, and the very 
ſtandard of truth. One ſtar,” fays the Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, ** differeth from another ſtar in glory: to 
«alſo is the reſurrection of the dead.“ 

In the world above, are various degrees of happineſs, 
various ſeats of honour. Some will rife to more illu- 
ſtrious diſtinctions, and richer joys . Some; like veſ- 
ſels of ample capacity, will admit more copious acceſ- 
ſions of light and excellence. Yet there will be no 
want, no deficiency, in any; but à fulneſs both of 
divine ſatisfactions, and perſonal perfections. Euch 
will enjoy al the good, and be adorned with all the 
glory, that his heart can wiſh, or his condition re- 
ceive. None will know what it is to envy. Not the 
leaſt malevolence, nor the leaſt ſelſiſlineſs, but everlaſt- 
ing friendſhip prevails, and a mutual complacency in 
each others delight. Love, cordial love, will give e- 
very particular faint a participation of all the fruitions , 
which are diffuſed through the whole aſſembly of the 
bleſſed. No one eclipſes, but each reflect ligt upon 
his brother. A ſweet interchange of rays ſubſiſts; all 
enlightened by the great Fountain, and all enlighten- 
ing one another. By which reciprocal communica- 
tion of pleaſure and amity, each will be continually 
— from, each inceſſantly adding to, the general 

city. | | Frith 

— ſupremely happy they, who are admitted 
into the celeſtial manſions. Better to be a door-keep- 
er in thoſe © ivory palaces , than to fill the mot 


* 1 Cor. xv. 41. 42. The great Mr Mede prefers the ſenſe 
here given ; and the learned Dr Hammond admits it into his pa- 
raphraſe : whoſe joint authority, though far from excluding 
any . yet is a ſufficient warrant for this application of the 
words. i. 

+ Tolle invidiam, et tuum eft guad habeo : tolle invidiam, et 
meum eft guad habet. AVUGUSTINE.. \ 
| + Pal. xlv. 8. 
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gorgeous throne on earth. The very loweſt place at 
Gop's right hand, is diſtinguiſhed honour, and con- 
fummate bliſs.— O! that we may, in ſome meaſure, 
anticipate that beatific ſtate, while we remain in our 
baniſhment below! May we, by rejoicing in the ſupe- 
nor proſperity of another, make it our owwn/ and, pro- 
vided the general refult is harmony, be content, be 
pleaſed with whatſoever part is aſſigned to our ſhare 
in the univerſal choir of affairs. 


Writes I am conſidering the heavenly bodies, 
muſt not entirely forget thoſe fundamental laws of our 
modern aſtronomy, 'projefion and attractian. One of 
which is the all-combining cement, the other 1s the 
ever-operative ſpring, of the mighty frame.—In the 
beginning, the all- creating Fla r impreſſed à proper 
r of motion on each of thoſe whirling orbs. 

ich, if not controlled, would. have carried them 
on, in ſtrait lines, and to endleſs lengths; till they 
were even loſt in the abyſs of ſpace. But the gravita- 


ting property, being added to the projedtile force, de- 
termined their courſes to a circular * form; and obli- 
ged the reluctant rovers to perform their deſtined 


Iam aware, the planetary orbits are not ſtrictly circular, 
but rather el/izfica/. However, as they are but a fma!l remove 
from the perfectly round figure, and partake of it incompa- 
rably more than the trajectorics of the comets, I chuſe to re- 
preſent the thing in this vicw. Eſpecially, becauſe the notion 
uf a circle is ſo much more intelligible to the generality of 
readers, than that of an ellipſis; and becauſe I laid it down 
for a rule, not to admit any fach ab/ru/e ſentiment, or difficult 
expreſſion, as ſhould demind a painful attention, inſtead of 
raiſigg an agrecable idea. For which reaſon, I have avoided 
teehnreat terms; have taken no notice of Jupiters ſatellites, 
or Saturn's ring ; have not fo much as mentioned the names 
of the planers, nor attempted to wade into ahy depths of the 
ſcience ; leſt, ro thoſe who have no opportunity of uling the 
teleſcope, or of acquainting themſelves with a ſyſtem of aſtro- 
nomy, I ſhould propound riddles, rather than diſplay enter- 
taining and edifying truths. | | 

0 rounds. 
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rounds. Were either of thoſe cauſes to ſuſpend their 
ation, all the harmoniouſly-moving ſpheres would be 
diſconcerted ; would degenerate into ſluggiſh inactive 
maſles ; and, falling into the central fire, be burnt to 
aſhes ; or elſe would exorbitate into wild confuſion ; 
and each, by the rapidity of its whirl, be di/ipated in- 
to atoms. But the impulſive and attractive energy 
being molt nicely attempered to each other; and, un- 
der the immediate operation of the Almighty, exert- 
ing themſelves in perpetual concert; the various globes. 
run their radiant races, without the leaſt interruption 
or the leaſt deviation; fo as. to create the alternate 
changes of day and night, and diſtribute the uſeful vi- 
ciitudes of ſucceeding ſeaſons; ſo as to anſwer all the 
great ends of a gracious providence, and procure eve- 
ry comfortable convenience for univerſal nature. 

Does not this conſtitution of the material, very na- 
turally lead the thoughts to thoſe grand principles of 
the moral and devotional world, faith and love *— Theſe 
are often celebrated by the inſpired apoſtle, as a com- 
prehenſive ſummary of the goſpel *. Iheſe inſpirit 
the breaſt, and regulate the progreſs, of each private 
Chriſtian. "Theſe unite the whole congregation af 
the faithful to Go b, and one another: to G0 p, 
the great centre, in the bonds of gratitude and devo- 
tion; to one another, by à reciprocal intercourſe 
of brotherly affections, and friendly oilices.—If you 
Ak, Why is it impoſſible for the true believer to live 
at all adventures? to /tzgnate in ſloth, or habitually 
to deviate from duty — We anſwer, It is owing to 
„his faith, working by love f.“ He aſſuredly traits, 
that Cuz1sT has ſuſtained the infamy, and endured 
the torment due to his fins. He firmly relies on that 
divine propitiation, for the pardon ot all his guilt; 
and humbly expects everlaſting ſalvation, as the , pur» 
chaſe of his Saviour's merits; - This produces ſuch a 
ſpirit of gratitude, as reſines his inclinations, and ani- 

Col. i. 4. Philem. ver. 5. f Gal. v. 6. 
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mates his whole behaviour. He cannot, he cannot 
run to exceſs of riot; becauſe love to his adorable Re- 
deemer, like a ſtrong, but filken curb, ſweetly reſtrains 
him. He cannot, he cannot lie lulled in a lethargic indo- 
lence, becauſe love to the fame infinite Benefactor, like a 
pungent, but endearing ſpur, pleafingly excites him. 
—lIn a word, faith ſupplies the powerful impulſe, 
while love gives the determining bias; and leads the 
willing feet, through the whole circle of Gop's com- 
mandments. By the united efficacy of theſe heaven!y 
graces, the Chriſtian conduct is preſerved, in the uni- 
formity and beauty of holineſs; as, by the blended 
power of thoſe Nezeton:an principles, the ſolar fyſtem 
revolves, in a ſteady and magnificent regularity. 


How admirable, how exter ſive, how diverſified, is 
the force of this ſingle principle, attraction * /— This 
| penetrates the very effence of all bodies, and diffuſes 

itſelf to the remoteſt limits of the mundane ſyſtem.— 
By this, the worlds impreſſed with motion, hang /elf- 
balanced on their centres +; and, though orbs of im- 
menſe magnitude, require nothing but this amazing 
property for their fupport.—To this we aſcribe a phæ- 
nomenon, of a very different kind, the prefſure of the 
atmoſphere ; which, though a yielding and expanſtve 
fluid, yet conſtipated by an attractive energy, fur- 
rounds the whole globe, and incloſes every creature, 
as it were, with a tight bandage. An expedient this, 
abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve the texture of our bo- 
dies; and indeed, to maintain every ſpecies of animal 
exiſtence.— Attraction! Urged by this wonderful im- 
petus, the rivers circulate, copious and unintermitted, 
among all the nations of the earth; fweeping with ra- 
pidity down the ſteeps, or ſoftly ebbing through the 
plains. Impelled by the ſame myſterious force, the 


nutritious juices are detached from the foil; and, a- 
I mean the attraction both of gravitation and cobefion. 

"+ Ponderibus librata ſuis.  Ov1y. 
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ſcending the trees, find their way through millions of 
the ſineſt meanders, in order to transfuſe vegetative life 
into all the branches. — This confines the ocean within 
proper bounds. Though the waves thereof roar; 
though they toſs themſelves, with all the madneſs of 
indignant rage; yet, checked by this potent, this ine- 
vitable curb, they are unable to paſs even the flight 
barrier of ſand. To this the mountains owe that un- 
ſhaken firmneſs, which laughs at the ſhock of career- 
ing winds; and bids the tempeſt, with all its mingled 
horrors, impotently rave. By virtue of this invilible 
mechaniſm, without the aid of crane or pulley, or 
any inſtrument of human device, many thouſand tons 
of water are raiſed, every moment, into the regions 
of the firmament. By this, they continue /z/pended in 
thin air, without any capacious ciſtern to contain their 
ſubſtance, or any maſſy pillars to ſuſtain their weight. 
By this ſame varioully-acting power, they return to 
the place of their native rſidence; diſtilled in gentle 
falls of dew, or precipitated in impetuous ſhowers ot 
rain. They ide into the fields in fleecy flights of 
inow, or are derted upon the houſes in clattering 
ſtorms of hail. This occaſions the ſtrong cohe/ron of 
{old bodies. Without which, our large machines 
could exert themſelves with no vigour; and the nicer 
utenſils of life would elude our expectations of ſervice. 
This affords a foundation for all thoſe delicate or noble 
mechanic arts, which furniſh mankind with number- 
leſs conveniencies, both of ornament and delight. 
—ln ſhort, this is the prodigious ballaſt, which com- 
poſes the equilibrium, and conſtitutes the ſtability of 
things ; this the chain, which forms the connec- 
tions of univerſal nature; and the mighty engine, 
which prompts, facilitates, and, in good meaſure, ac- 
complithes all her operations. What complicated effects 
from a /ingle cauſe “! What profuſion amidſt frugal- 
ty ok, 

* See another remarkable inſtance of this kind, in the Re- 
C 0 4 fett ions 
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ty! An unknown profuſion of benefits, with the ut- 


moſt trugality of expence ! 

And what 7s this attraction? Is it a quality, in its 
exiſtence, inſeparable from matter; and, in its acting, 
independent on the DEITY ?—Quite the reverle. 
It is the very finger of God; the conſtant impreſſion 
of divine power; a principle, neither innate in mat- 
ter, nor intelligible by mortals.—Does it not, how- 
ever, bear a conſiderable analogy to the agency of the 
HOLYGHOST, in the Chriſtian economy ? Are 
not the gracious operations of the bleſſed Spirit, thus 
extenfroe, thus admirable, thus various f— That al- 
mighty Being tranſmits his gifts through every age, 
and communicates his graces to every adherent on the 
Redeemer. All, either of illuſtrious memory, or of 
beneficial tendency; in a word, “ all the good that is 
done upon earth, he doth it himſelf.“ Strong in 
his aid, and in the power of his might, the ſaints of 
all times have trod vice under their feet; have triumph- 
ed over this abject world; and converſed in heaven, 
while they dwelt on earth. Net I, but the grace of 
_ GOD which was with me , is the unanimous ac- 

knowledgment of them all. —By the fame kindly 
ſuccours, the whole church is ſtill enlightened, quick- 
ened, and governed. Through his benign iniluences, 
the ſcales of ignorance fall from the underſtanding ; 
the leproſy of evil concupiſcence is purged from the 
will; and the fetters, the more than adamantine fetters 
of habitual iniquity, drop off from the converſation. He 
breathes even upon dry bones 4, and they live : they 
are animated with faith; they pant with ardent and hea- 
venly delire ; they exerciſe themſelves in all the duties 


fleftions on a Flower-Garden, page 163.—together with a fine 
obſervation, quoted in the correſponding note. | 
* x Cor, xv. 10. | | 
I, See that beautiful picce of facred and allegorical imagery 
diſplayed, Ezek. xxxvii mM 3 
of 
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of godlineſs—His real, though ſecret, inſpiration, 
diſſolves the flint in the impenitent breaſt, and binds up 
theſorrows of the broken heart; raiſesthe thoughts high, 
in the elevations of holy hope; yet lays them low in 
the hnmiliations of inward abaſement ; feels the foul 
with impenetrable reſolution, and perſevering forti- 
tude; at the fame time, /eftens it into a dove-like 
meekneſs, and melts it in penitential ſorrow. 


WuxN I contemplate thoſe ample and magnificent 
ſtructures, erected over all the zthereal plains :— 
when I look upon them as fo many ſplendid repoſi- 
tories of light, or fruitful abodes of life :—when I 
remember, that there may be other orbs, vaſtly more 
remote than thoſe which appear to our unaided fight ; 
orbs, whoſe effulgence, though travelling ever Robe 
the creation, is not yet arrived upon our coaſts “: 
when I ſtretch my thoughts to the innumerable orders 


If this conjecture (which has no leſs a perſon than the 
celebrated Mr Huygens for its author) concerning unſeen ftars, 
be true ;—it, to this obſervation, be added, what is affirmed 
by our ſkilful aſtronomers, that the motion of the rays of light 
is ſo ſurpriſingly fwift, as to paſs through ten millions of miles 
in a ſingle minute :—how vaſt ! beyond imagination vaſt and 
Ws 1 1" are the ſpaces of the univerſe While the mind 
is diſtended with the grand idea; or rather, while ſhe is diſpatch- 
ing her ableſt powers of piercing judgment, and excurſive fancy; 
and finds them all dropt fbort ; all baffled by the amazing ſub- 
ject : permit me to apply that ſpirited exclamation, and noble 
remark— | 

— — Say, proud arch, | 

Built with divine ambition ; in diſdain 

Of limit built; built in the taſte of heav'n ! 
Vaſt concave ! ample dome ] waſt thou deſign'd 
397 | | 
Not ſo : that thought alone thy ſtate impaids : 
Thy ty ſinks; and ſhallows thy profound ; 


And ſtreightens thy difufrve.— | 
Night-Thoughts, No IX. 
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of being, which inhabit all thoſe ſpacious ſyſtems; 
from the | /eftie/t ſerapb, to the loweſt reptile ; from 
the armics of angels, which ſurround the throne of 
Jzuovan, to the, puny nalions, which tinge with 
blue the ſurface of the plum *, or mantle the ſtand- 
ing pool with green :—how. various appear the links 
in this immenſe chain! bow vaſt. the gradations in 
this univerſal ſcale of exiſtence! Yet all theſe, though 
ever ſo vaſt and various, are the work of Go 0's hand, 
and are full of his preſence. | 
He rounded in his palm thoſe dreadfully- large 
globes, which are. peadulous in the vault of heaven, 
He kindled thoſe aſtoniſhingly-bright fires, which fil 
the firmament with a flood of glory. By him they 
are ſuſpended in fluid æther, and cannot be ſhaken: 
by him they - diſpenſe a perpetual tide of beams, and 
are never exhauſted.— He formed, with inexpreſſible 
nicety, that delicately- ſine collection of tubes; that 
unknown multiplicity of ſubtile ſprings, which orga- 
nize and actuate the frame of the minuteit infect. 
He bids the crimſon current roll; the vital movements 
play; and aſſociates a world of wonders, even in an 
animated point f.— In all theſe is a ſignal exhibition of 
creating 
Ev'n the blue down the purple plum ſurrounds, 
A living world, thy failing ſight confounds. 
To HIM a peopled habitation ſhews, 
Where millions taſte the bounty Go p beſtows, 
See a beautiful and inftruftive poem, f yled— DE Tr. 


+ There are living creatures abundantly ſmaller than the mite, 
Mr Bradley, in his treatiſe on gardening, mentions an infect, 
which, after accurate examination, he found to be a thouſand 
times leſt than the /eaft viſible grain of ſand. Yet ſuch an inſet, 
though quite imperceptible to the naked eye, is an elephant, » 
a whale, compared with other animalcules almoſt infinitely more 
minute, diſcovered by Mr Lewenhreck, If we conſider the ſe- 
veral limbs which compoſe ſuch an organized particle; tbe 
different muſcles which actuate ſuch a fer of limbs; the flov 
of ſpirits, incomparably more attenuated, which put —— 

| * 


r acc&4q 


WR yg a oo» oy cod £ im (OA Vw ow 


HQ 5. = =. d 


t 
n 
60 


on the STARRY HEAVENS. 411 


creating power; to all theſe are extended the ſpecial 
regards of preſerving goodneſs. From hence let me 
learn to rely on the providence, and to revere the pre- 
tence, of the Supreme Majeſty. 

To rely on his providence. — For, amidſt that incon- 
ceivable number and variety of beings, which twarm 
through the regions of creation, not one is overlook- 
ed, not one is neglected, by the great omnipotent 
Cauſe of all. However inconſiderable in its character, 
or diminutive in its ſize, it is {till the production of the 
univerſal Maker, and belongs tothe family of thealmigh- 

Father? What? though inthroned archangels enjoy 
the /mz/es of his countenance! yet the low inhabitants of 
the earth, the moſt deſpicable worms of the ground, are 
not excluded from his providential care. Though the ma- 
nifeſtation of his perfections is vouchſafed to holy and 
intellectual eſſences; his ear is open to the cries of the 
young raven. His eye is attentive to the wants, and to 
the welfare, of the very meaneſt births of nature —How 
much lefs, then, are his own people diſregarded ? 
thoſe, for whom he has delivered his beloved Son to 
death, and for whom he has prepared habitations of 
eternal joy. They diſregarded! No. TEU are 
« kept as the apple of an eye.” The very hairs of 
their head are all numbered. The fondeſt mother 
may forget the infant, that is “ dandled upon her 
knees, and ſucks at her breaſt *, much fooner 

PT than 


muſcles in motion; the various fluids which circulate ; the 
different ſecretions which are performed ; together with the 
peculiar minuteneſs of the ſolids, before they arrive at their 
full growth; not to mention other more aſtoniſhing modes of 
diminution :—fure, we ſhall have the utmoſt reaſon to acknow- 
ledge, that the adored Maker is—MAXIMUS IN MINI MIS; 
greatly glorious even in his /malleft works. | 

, xlix. 15. Can @ woman forget her ſucking child, that 
be ſbould not have compaſſion on the ſon of her womb? Tea, they 
may forget: yet will I not forget thee —Hlow delicate and ex- 


preſſive 
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than the Father of everlaſting compaſſioꝑs can diſcan- 
tinue, or remit, his watchful tenderneſs to his people 
his children—his heirs. - 

Let this teach me alſo a more lively ſenſe of the 
ine preſence. — All the rolling worlds above, all the 
living atoms below, together with all the beings that 
intervene betwixt theſe wide extremes, are vouchers 
tor an ever- preſent Deity. © God has not left himſelf 
* without witneſs. ” The marks of his footſteps are 


preſſtre are the images in this charming ſcripture ! How full 
of beauty, if beheld in a critical, how rich with conſolation, if 
conſidered in a believing, view — Can a woman! one of 
the ſottec ſex ; whoſe nature is molt imprefiible, and whoſe 
paſſions are remarkably tender ;—can ſuch, a one, not bare- 
ly diſregard, but entircly-/orget ; not ſuſoend her care for a 
white, but utterly eraſe the very memory—of her child; her 
own child, not anorher's; a child that was formed in her womb, 
and is a part of herſelf ?—her en, the more important, and 
therefore more defirable ſpecies; to whom it peculiarly belongs 
to preſzrve the name, and build up the tamily :—her only ſou; 
for the world is {fingular, and refers to a caſc, where the ot 
ſpring, not being numerous, but centered in a fingle birth, muſt 
be productive of the fondeſt endearment :—Caa ſhe diveſt her- 
{elf of all concern for ſuch à child; not when he is grown up 
to maturity, or gone abroad from her houſe; but while he con- 
tinues in an infantile ſtate, and muſt owe his whole ſafety to her 
kind attendance ; while he lies in her boſom, reſts on her arm, 
and even ſucks at her breaſt ?—Eſpecially, if the poor innocent 
be racked with pain, or ſeized by ſome ſevere affliction ; and fo 
become an object of compaſſion, as well as of love. Can ſhe 
hear its piercing cries; can the ſee it all reſtleſs, all helpleſs, un- 
der its miſery; and feel no emotions of parental pity If one 
fuch monſter of inhumanity might be found; could all (here 
the prophet, to give his compariſon the utmoſt energy, changes 
the ſingular number into the plural. It is not 1 TD), or 
rei but nog 1, could 2 mothers be ſo degenerate ? 
This, ſure, cannot be ſuſpected, need not be feared. Much 
leſs need the true believer be apprehentive of the failure of my 
kindneſs. An univerſal extinction of thoſe frongeft affections 
of nature, is a more ſuppoſable caſe, than that I thould ever 


be unmindful of my people, or regardleſs of their intereſts. 
| evident 
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evident in every place, and the touches of his finger 
diſtinguiſhable in every creature. Thy name is ſo mgh, 
« O thou all-ſupporting, all- informing Loz»; and 
« that do thy wondrous works declare*. Thy goodneſs 
« warms in the morning-ſun, and refreſhes in the even- 
« ing-breeze. Thy glory ſhines in the lamps of mid- 
© night, and ſmiles in the bloſſoms of ſpring. We 
« ſee a trace of thy incomprehenſible grandeur in the 
« boundleſs extent ot things; and a fetch of thy ex- 
« quiſite ſkill, in thoſe almoſt evane/cent ſparks of life, 
the inſe@ race. '-—How ſtupid is this heart of mine, 
that, amidſt ſuch a multitude of remembrancers, throng- 
ing on every fide, I ſhould forget thee a ſingle moment 
Grant me, thou great I AM ; thou ſource and ſupport 
of univerſal — ;—O grant me, an enlightened 
eye, to diſcern thee in every object; and a devout heart, 
to adore thee on every occaſion. Inſtead. of living 
without God in the world, may 1 be ever with him, 
and ſee all things full of him 


— — The glitt' ring ſtars, 

By the deep ear of meditation heard, 

Still in their. mdnght-watches ſing of HIM. _ 

He nods a calm. The tempeſt blows his wrath. 
De thunder is his voice; and the red flaſh  _ 

Hrs ſpeedy fword of juſtice. At his touch 

The mountains flame. He ſhakes the folid earth, 

And rocks the nations. Nor in theſe alone, 


In ev'ry common inſtance G OD 25 /een. 
THoMsSON's Spring. 


Ir the beautiful ſpangles which a clear night pours 
on the beholder's eye; it thoſe other fires which beam, 
in remoter ſkies, and are diſcoverable only by, that 
revelation to the ſight, the teleſcope; if all thoſe brig ht 
millions are ſo many fountains of day, enriched with 
native and independent luſtre, illuminating planets, 


* Pſul. IXxv. 2. 
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and enhvening ſyſtems of their own “: what pomp, 
how majeſtic and ſplendid, is diſcloſed in the midnight- 
ſcene! What riches are diſſeminated through all thoſe 
numberleſs provinces of the great JE nov an's empire 
—Grandeur beyond expreſſion !—Yet there is not the 
meanett ſlave, but carries greater wealth in his own 
boſom, poſſeſſes ſuperior dignity: in his own perſon. 
The foul, that informs his clay ;—the ſoul, that teaches 
him to think, and enables him to chuſe; that qualifies 
him to reliſh rational pleaſure, and to breathe ſublime 
deſire +;—the ſoul, that is endowed with fuch noble 
faculties, and, above all, is diſtinguiſhed with the 
_ dreadful, the glorious capacity, of being pained, or 
bleſſed for ever; - this ſoul. ſurpaſſes in worth, what- 
ever the eye can fee; whatever of material the fancy 
can imagine. Before one ſuch intellectual being, all 
the 0 and all the — of unintelligent 
creation becomes poor contemptible . For thus 


, 
\ 
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Conſult with Reaſon, Reaſon will reply, 
Each lucid point, which glows in yonder {&y, 
Informs a em in the boundleſs ſpace, 
And fills, with glory, its appointed place: 
With beams unborrow'd, brightens other tkies ; 
And worlds, to thee unknown, with heat and life ſupplies, 
The Univerſe. 
+ In this reſpect, as veſted with ſuch capacities, the foul e- 
ven of fallen.men has an unqueſtionable greatneſs and dignity ; 
is majeſtic, though in ruin. Te 
t I beg leave to tranſcribe a pertinent paſſage, from that ce- 
lebrated - maſter of reaſon, and univerſal literature, Dr Bent- 
ley ; whom no one can be tempted to ſuſpect either tinctured 
with enthuſiaſm, or warped to bigotry,—** If we conſider, 
ſays he, the dignicy of an intelligent being, and put that in 
s the ſcale againſt brute and inanimate matter, we may affirm, 
without overvaluing human nature, that the ſoul of one 
virtuous and religious man is of greater worth and excellen- 
ey, than the ſun, and his planets, and all the ſtars in the 
« world.” See his ſermons at Boyle's left, No 8. 


{oul, 
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ſoul, Omnipotence itſelf has waked, and worked, 
through every age. To convince. this ſoul, the funda- 
mental laws of nature have been controlled ; and the 
moſt amazing miracles have alarmed all the ends of 
the earth. Io inſtruct this ſoul, the wiſdom of hea- 
ven has been transfuſed into the ſacred page; and 
miſſionaries have been ſent from the great King, who 
reſides in light unapproachable. To ſandify this ſoul, 
the almighty Comforter takes the wings of a dove; 
and, with a ſweet transforming influence, broods on 
the human heart. And O! to redeem this ſoul from 
guilt, to reſcue it from hell, the heaven of heavens was 
bowed, and Gop himſelf came down to dwell in duſt. 

Let me pauſe a while upon this important ſubject. 
—What are the ſchemes which engage the attention 
of eminent ſtateſmen, and mighty monarchs, compa- 
red with the grand intereſts of an immortal foul ? The 
ſupport of commerce, and the ſucceſs of armies, 
though extremely weighty affairs; yet, if laid in the 
balance againſt the ſalvation of a ſoul, are lighter than the 
downy feather, poiſed againſt talents of gold. To fave a 
navy from /-:pwwreck, or a kingdom from ſlavery, are 
deliveratices of the moſt momentous nature, Which 
the tranſactions of mortality can admit. But O. how 
they {hriak into an inconſiderable trifle, if (their aſpect 
upon immortality forgot) they are ſet in competition 
with the delivery of a ſingle foul, from the anguiſh 
and horrors of a diſtreſſed eternity . | 

Is ſuch the importance of the foul | what vigilance 
then can be too much, or rather what holy ſolicitude 
can be /ufficrent, for the overſeers of the Saviour's fiock, 
and the guardians of this great, this venerable, this 
invaluable charge? Since ſuch is the importance of 
the ſoul, wilt thou not, O man, be watchful for the 


* 


* Not all yon luminaries quench'd at once 2905 
Were half ſo fad, as one benighted mind. 
Which gropes for happineſs, and meets deſpair. 5 

f Night-Thoughts, No IX. 
preſervation 
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ſervation of thy own? Shall every caſual incident 
awaken thy concern ; every tranſitory toy command 
thy regard? And hall the welfare of thy ſoul, a work 
of continual occurrence, a work of endleſs conſequence, 
ſue, in vain, for thy | ſerious care. Thy ſoul, thy 
foul is thy all. If this be ſecured, thou art tly rich, 
and wilt ve unſpeakably happy. If this be %, a whole 
world acquired, will leave thee in poverty; and all 
its delights enjoyed, will abandon thee to miſery. 


Fave often been charmed, and awed, at the ſight 
of the nocturnal heavens ;- even before I knew how 
to conſider them in thei proper circumſtances” of 
majeſty and heauty. Something, like magic, has ſtruck 
my mind, on a tranſient and unthinking ſurvey of 
the æthereal vault, tinged throughout with the pureſt 
azure, and decorated with innumerable ſtarry — 
{ have felt, I know not what, powerful and aggran- 
dizing impulſe; which ſeemed to ſnatch me from the 
Jow intanglements of vanity, and prompted an ardent 
figh for /ublimer objects.  Methought, I heard, even 
from the ſilent ſpheres, a commanding call, to ſpurn 
the 1 earth, and pant after unſeen delights.— 
Henceforward, I hope to imbibe more copiouſly this 
moral emanation of the ſkies, when, in ſome ſuch man- 
ner as the preceding, they are rationally ſeen, and 
the ſight is duly improved. The ſtars, I truſt, will 
teach as well as ine; and help to diſpel, both na- 
ture's gloom, and my intellectual darkneſs. To ſome 
people, they diſcharge no better a ſervice, than that 
of holding a fiambeau to their feet, and ſoftening the 
horrors of their night. To me and my friends, may | 
they act as miniſters of a ſuperior order, as counſel- 
lors of wiſdom, and guides to happineſs ! Nor will 
they fail to execute this nobler office, if they gently 
light our way into the knowledge of their adored Ma- 
ker; if they point out, with their filver rays, our path 
to his teatific preſence. Bu 7 / | 
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I gaze, I ponder. I ponder, I gaze; and think in- 
eſſable things. I roll an eye of awe and admiration, 
Again and again I repeat my raviſhed views; and can 
never ſatiate either my curioſity, or my inquiry. 1 
ſpring my thoughts into this immenſe field, till even 
fancy tires upon her wing. I find wonders ever new z 
wanders more and mare amazing.—Yet, after all my 
preſent inquiries, what a mere nothing do I know; by 
all my future ſearches. how ite thall I be able to 
learn, of thoſe vaſtly diſtant ſuns, and their circhng 
retinue of worlds | Could I pry with Newton's piercing 
ſagacity, or launch into his extenſive ſurveys ;; even 
then my apprehenſions would be little- better, than 
thoſe dim and ſcanty images, which the male, juſt 
emerged from her cavern, receives on her feeble op- 
tic.—This, fure, ſhould repreſs all impatient or im- 
moderate ardor to pry into the ſecrets of the ſtarry 
ſtructures, and make me more particularly careful to 
cultivate-my heart. To fathom the depths of the di- 
vine eſſence, or to ſcan univerſal nature with a criti- 
cal exactneſs, is an attempt which ſets. the ac“ phi- 
laſapher very nearly on a level with the idiot; ſince it is 
almoſt, if not altogether, as impracticable by the for- 
mer, as by the latter. | 
Be it, then, my chief ſtudy, not to purſue what is 
abſolutely unattainable ; but rather to ſeek what is 
obvious to find, eaſy to be acquired, and of ineſti- 
mable advantage when poſſeſſed. O] let me feek that 
charity which edifieth *, that faith which * 
| | ve, 


1 Cor. viii. 1. I need not inform my reader, that in this 
text, in that admirable chapter, 1 Cor. xili. and in various o- 
ther paſſages of ſcripture, the word charity ſhould by no means, 
be confined to the particular act of an- giving, or external 
beneſicence. It is of a much more. exalted and extenfive na- 
ture, It ſignifies that divinely-precious grace, which warms the 
foul with ſupreme /ove ta Gob, and enlarges it with diſintereſt- 
ed aſfectian tor men. Which renders it che re/gning care of 
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Love, humble love, not conceited ſcience, keeps the 
doorof heaven. Faith, achild-like faith in Ixsus; not the 
haughty ſelf-ſufficient ſpirit, which ſcorns to be ignorant 
of any thing; preſents a key * to thoſe abodes of bliſs, 
This preſent ſtate is the ſcene deſtined to the exerci/; 
of devotion ; the inviſible world is the place appointed 
for the enjoyment of knowledge. There the dawn of our 
infantile minds will be advanced to the maturity of 
perfect day; or rather, there our midnight-ſhades wall 
be brightened into all the luſtre of noon. There the 
ſouls which come from the ſchool of faith, and bring 
with them the principles of love, will dwell in light 
itſelf; will be obſcured with no darkneſs at all; will 
know, even as they are known +.—Such an acquain- 
tance, therefore, do I defire to form, and to carry on 
fuch a correſpondence, with the heavenly bodies, as 
may ſhed a benign influence on the ſeeds of grace im- 
Planted in my breaſt. Let the exalted tracts of the 
firmament my ſoul into deep humiliation. Let 
thoſe eternal fires Kindle in my heart an adoring grati- 
tude to their almighty Sovereign. Let yonder ponde- 
rous and enormous globes, which reſt on his ſupport- 
ing arm, teach me an unſbaten affrancein their incarnate 
Maker. Then {ſhall I be if not wiſe as the aſtrono- 
mical adept, yet wisE UNTO SALVA TION. 


Having now walked and worſhipped in this uni- 
verſal temple, that is arched with ſkies, emblazed with 


the life, and chief delight of the heart, to promote the happi- 
neis of the one, and the glory of the other.—Th1s, this, is 
that charity of which ſo many excellent things are every where 
ſpoken ; which can never be too highly extolled, or too ear- 
neſtly covered, ſince it is the image of Go p, and the very 
ſpirit of heaven, | 
»The right-ouſneſs of CHRIS T. This is what MitToN 
beautifully ſtyles, * 

—— The golden hey, A 

That gpes the palace of Eternity, 
+ 1 Cor, xii. 12. | 
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ſtars, and extended even to immenſity :—having caſt 
an eye, like the enraptured patriarch * ; an eye of 
reaſon and devotion, through the magnificent ſcene : 


with the former, having diſcovered an infinitude of 


worlds; and with the latter, having met the Deity in 
every view :—having beheld, as Moſes in the flaming 
buſh, a glimpſe of Jen ov a n's excellencies ! reflet- 
ed from the ſeveral planets, and ſtreaming from my- 
riads of celeſtial luminaries :—having read various leſ- 
ſons in that ſtupendous book of wwi/dom , where un- 
meaſurable ſheets of azure compoſe the page; and 


orbs of radiance write in everlaſting characters, a 


comment on our creed :--what remains, but that I cloſe 
the midnight-ſolemnity, as our Lo RD concluded his 

nd facramental inſtitution, with a /ong of praiſe? 
And behold a hymn, ſuited to the ſublime occaſion, 
indited by f infpiration itſelf, transferred into our 
language, by || one of the happieſt efforts of human 


The ſpacious firmament on high, 
With all the blue &thereal fly, 
And fpangled heav'ns, a ſhining frame, 
Their great Original proclaim : | 
T unweary'd Sun, from day to day, 
Does his Creator's paw'r diſplay ; 
And publiſhes to-ev'ry land, 
The work of an almighty hand. 


Soon as the ev'ning-ſbades prevail, 
The Moon takes up the wondrous tale ; 
And nightly, to the liſt ning Earth, 
Repeats the ſtory of her birth : * 


* Gen. xv. 5. 
+ — — For heaven 
Is as the bot of Gop before thee ſer, 
Wherein to read his wondrous works.—MiriT. 
t Pal. xix. 
| ApD1$0N, Speck. vol. VI. No 465. 
= While 
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IF hile all the ſtars, that round ber burn, 
4¹⁴ all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the trdings as they roll, 


411 ſpread the truth from pale to pole. 


What thaugh, in folemn. ftlence, all 
Move round the dark terre/trial ball d 
What though nor real voice nor 
Ani i than radi ant orbs be found * 

In Reaſan's ear they all rejuice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice, \ 
» For ever fangin ng, as t hey Hine, 
The hand made us, is divine. 


* 
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Storms and Tempeſts may calm the ſoul—- Snow and Ice 
be taught to warm the heart, and praiſe the Creator, 
Anonym. Lett. to the Author, See p. 424. 
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IS true, in the delightful ſeaſons, HIS ten- 
: 7 derneſs and HIS love are moſt eminently 
diſplayed.— In the vernal months, all 15 

beauty to the eye, and muſic to the ear. 
The clouds drops fatneſs; the air ſoftens into balm; 
and flowers in rich abundance ſpring where-ever we 
tread, bloom where-ever we look.—Amidit the burn- 
ing heats of ſummer, HE exp:.nds the leaves, and thick- 
ens the ſhades. He ſpreads the cooling arbor to re- 
ceive us, and awakes the gentle breeze to fan us. 
The moſs ſwells into a couch, for the repoſe of our 
bodies; while the rivulet ſoftly rolls, and ſweetly 
murmurs, to ſooth our imagination.——In, autumn, 
HIS bounty covers the fields with a profuſion of 
nutrimental treaſure, and bends the boughs with 
loads of delicious fruit. He furniſhes bis hoſpitable 
board with preſent plenty, and prepares a £copious 
magazine for future wants.—-But is it on/y--23n theſe 
ſmiling periods of the year, that G o p, the all-graci- 
ous God, is ſeen? Has winter,” ſtern wg» no to- 
kens of his preſence? es: all thin eloquent of 
his praiſe. “ His way is in the Whirlwi win os Storms 
and tempeſts fulfil his word, and extol his power. 
Even piercing froſts bear witneſs, to his goodneſs, 


while ad bid the ſhivering nations tremble at his 
. D d 4 wrath, 
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wrath —Be winter then, for a while, our theme “. 
Perhaps, thoſe barren ſcenes may be fruvfu/ of intel. 
lectual improvement. Perhaps, that rigorous cold, 
which lands the earth in icy chains, may ſerve to 
enlarge our hearts, and warm them with holy love. 


Ste! how the day is fbortened*—The ſun, detained 
in fairer climes, or engaged in more agreeable ſervi- 
ces, riſes, like an unwilling viſitant, with tardy and 
reluctant ſeps. He walks, with a thy indifference, 
along the edges of the ſouthern ſky; cafting an oblique 

lance, he juſts looks upon our dejected world ; and 
3 ſcatters light 20 the thick air. Dim is 
his appearance, languid are his gleams, while he con- 
tinues. Or, if he chance to wear a brighter aſpect, 
and a cloudleſs brow ; yet, like the young and gay in 
the houſe of mourning, he ſeems uneafy, till he is 
gone, is in haſte to depart.—And ket him depart. 
Why ſhould we wiſh for his longer ftay, ſince he can 
ſhew us nothing but the creation in diſtreſs? The 
flowery families lie dead, and the tuneful tribes are 
ſtruck dumb. The trees, ſtript of their verdure, and 
laſhed by ſtorms, ſpread their naked arms to the en- 
raged and relentleſs heavens. Fragrance no longer 
floats in the air; but chilling damps hover, or cut- 
ting gales blow. Nature, diveſted of all her beauti- 
ful robes, ſits, like a forlorn diſconſolate widow, in her 


* A ſketch of this nature, I muſt acknowledge, is quite 
different from the ſubject of the book ; and, I cannot but de- 
clare, was as far diſtant from the thoughts of the author, But 
the defire of u ral acquaintance, together with an intimation 
of its uſefulneſs, by a very polite letter from an unknown hand, 
(which has und:fonedly furnithed me with che beſt motto l 
could recollect), prevailed with me to add a few deſcriptive 


touches, and improving hints, on what is ſo often experienced, 
in theſe northern regions, I hope, the attempt 1 have made 


to oblige thefe gentlemen, will obtain the approbation,- or, at 
leaſt,” the excuſe, of my other readers. — 
i Ki * b WwW . 
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weeds. While winds, in doleful accents, howl; and 
rains, 4n repeated ſhowers, weep. | | 
We regret not, therefore, the ſpeedy departure of 
the day. When the room is hung with funeral black, and 
diſmal objects are all around ; who would defire to have 
the glimmering taper kept alive? which can only diſcover 
ſpectacles of forrow, can only make the horror viſible. 
—And, ſince this mortal life is little better than a 
continual conflict with ſin, or an unremitted ſtruggle 
with miſery ; is it not a graczous ordination, which 
has reduced our age to a pn? Fourſcore years bf tri- 
al, for the virtuous, are ſufficiently long; and more 
than ſuch a term allowed to the wicked, would render 
them beyond all mcaſure vile. Our way to the king- | 
dom of heaven lies through tribulations. © Shall we xx 
then accuſe, ſhall we not rather %, the providence, ] 
which has made the paſſage ſhort ? Soon, ſoon we croſs 
the vale of tears; and then arrive on the happy hills, 
where light for ever ſhines, where joy for ever ſmiles. 


SOMETIMES the day is rendered ſhorter ſtill ; is al- 
moſt blotted out from the year *. The vapours gather; 
they thicken into an impenetrable gloom, and obſcure 
the face of the ſky. At length, the rams deſcend. 
Thefluices of the firmament are opened; and the low- 
hung clouds pour their congregated ſtores. Copious 
and unintermitted, ſtill they pour, and ſtill are unex- 
hauſted. The waters drop inceſſantly from the eaves, 
and ruſh in rapid ſtreams the ſpouts. They roar 
along the channelled pavements, and ſtand in foul ſhal- 
lows amidſt the village-ſtreets. Now, if the inatten- 
tive eye, or 1 hand, has left the roof but ſcan- 
tily covered; the inſinuating element finds its way in- 
to every flaw, and oozing through the ceiling, at onte 

upbraids and chaſtiſes the careleſs inhabitant. The 


© © Involvere diem nimbi, et nox humida cœlum 
Abſtulit.— 85 | 
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ploughman, ſoaked to the ſkin, leaves his half; tilled 
acre. The poor poultry, dripping with wet, crqud into 
ſhelter. The tenants of the bough fold up their wings, 
afraid to launch into the ſtreaming air. The bealts, 
joyleſs and diſpirited, ruminate under their ſheds, 
The roads ſwim, and the brooks ſwell. —The river, 
amidſt all this watery. ferment, long contained itſelf 
within its appointed bounds : but, ſwollen by 1innumer- 
able currents, and rouſed at laſt into uncontrollable 
rage, burſts over its banks, ſhoots into the plain, bears 
down. all - oppoſition, ſpreads itſelf far and wide, and 
2 the meadow under a brown, fluggith, ſoaking 
- delu ' 

ow happy for man, that this inundation comes, 
when there are no flowery crops in the valley, to be 
overwhelmed ; no fields ſtanding thick with corn, to 
be laid waſte | At ſuch a juncture, it would have been 
ruin to the huſbandman and his family : but, thus ti- 
med, it yields manure for his ground, and promiſes him 
3 1 in reverſion. —How often, and how long, has 
the divine Majeſty bore with the moſt injurious 1 
from ſinners! His goodneſs triumphed over their per- 
verſeneſs, and graciouſly refuſed to be exaſperated. 
But, O preſumptuous creatures, multiply no longer 
your provocations. We by repeated iniquities, 
the almighty arm to e; leſt his long-ſuffer- 
ing ceaſe, and his fierce anger break forth; — forth 
like a flood of waters *, and ſweep you away into ir- 
recoverable and everlaſting perdition. 


How mighty how majeſtic! and O how myſte- 
rous are thy works, thou 60 D of heaven, and 
LORD ot nature When the air is calm, where ſleep 
che ſtormy wind! In what chambers are they repoſed, 
or in what dungeons confined ! till thou art pleaſed to 
awaken their rages and throw open their priſon- -doors. 


"" "ORC ve. 


Then 


* % 


” _— 
— my ub ts So. I” I 4 


eee 


6 


A WINTER-PIECE. 427 


Then, with irreſiſtible impetuoſity they fly forth, ſcat- 
tering dread, and menacing deſtruction. 


confuſion. - The aereal torrent burſts its way over 
mountains, ſeas, and continents. All things feel the 
dreadful ſhock. All things tremble before the furious 
blaſt. The foreſt, vexed and tore, groans under the 


root, and almoſt ſweep the foil they were wont to 
ſhade. - The. ſtubborn oak, that diſdains to bend, is 
daſhed headlong to the ground ; and, with ſhattered 
arms, with proſtrate trunk, blocks the road. While 
the flexile reed, that ſprings up in the marſh, yielding 
to the guſt, (as the meet and pliant temper to injuries, 
or the reſigned and patient ſpirit to misfortunes), eludes 
the force of the ſtorm, and ſurvives amidſt the wide- 
ſpread havock. 1 4; 
For a. moment, the turbulent and outrageous ſky 
ſeems to be afſuaged ; but it intermits its wrath, only 


of the-air return to the attack, and renew their rava- 
ges with redoubled fury. The ſtately dome rocks a- 
midſt the wheeling clouds. The impregnable tower 
totters on its baſis, and threatens to overwhelm whom 
it was intended to protect. The ragged rock is rent 
in pieces * ? and even the hills, the perpetual hills, on 
their deep foundations, are ſcarcely ſecure. Where 
now is the place of ſafety? when the city reels, and 
' houſes become heaps | Sleep affrighted flies.  Diver- 
ſion is turned into — All is uproar in the ele- 
ment; all is conſternation among mortals; and no- 
thing, hut one wide ſcene of rueful devaſtation, 
through the land. Vet this is only an inferior miniſter 
of divine diſpleaſure; the executioner of milder in- 
dignation. How then, — O! how will the lofty. looks of 
man be humbled, and the haughtineſi of men. be: bowed 
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The atmoſphere is hurled into the moſt tumultuous 


ſcourge. Her ſturdy ſons are ſtrained to the very 


to increaſe its ſtrength. Soon the ſounding ſquadroas 
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dem , when the LORD GOD omnipetent ſhall 
meditate terror, When he ſhall ſet / his terrors in 
array,—when he riſes to judge the nations, and to hal- 
terrioſy the earth ? 

The crean ſwells with tremendous commotions. The 
ponderous waves are heaved from their eapacious bed, 
and almoſt lay bare the unfathomable deep. Hung 
into the moſt rapid agitation, they ſweep over the 
rocks; they laſh the lofty cliffs; and tofs themſelves 
into the clouds. Navies are rent from their anchors; 
and, with all their enormous load, are Whirled, ſwift 
as the arrow, wild as the winds, along the vaſt abyf.. 
Now they climb the rolling mountain; they plough 
the frightful ridge ; and ſeem to ſkim the ſkies. Anon 
they plunge into the opening gulf ; they loſe the light 
of day; and are loſt themſelves to every eye. How 
vain is the pilot's art! how impotent the mariner's 
ſtrength! They reel to and fro, and ſtagger in the 
Jarring hold; or cling to the cordage, while b 
ſeas foam over the deck. Deſpair is in evety face, 
death fits threatening on every ſurge.— But why, 0 
ye aſtoniſhed mariners, why ſhould yu àbandon 
yourſelves to deſpair? Is the LORD's hand Horten, 
' becauſe the waves of the ſea rage hortibly ? Is this 
ear deaſened by the roaring thunders, and the bellow- 
ing tempeſt? Cry, cry unto HIM, who © holdeth 
G Mortalia corda 


| Per gentes humil/is ftravit pav't . 

One would almoſt imagine, that Virgil had trad Fatah, aud 
- borrowed his ideas from chap. ii. ver. 11. The bmi, and 

ftravit of the one ſo exactly correſpond with the- e. 
| bowed -down—of the other. But, in one circumſtance, tl 
prophet is very much ſuperior tothe poet. Che prophet, by giving 
a ſtriking contraſt to his ſentiments, repreſents them with incoth- 
parably-greater energy. He ſays not, men in the groſs, or the hu. 
man hear! in general: but men of the moſt e/atedTooks ; hearts big 
with the moſt arrogant imaginations : even theſe ſhall ſtoop from 
their ſupercilious heights ; even the/e thall grovel in the duſt of a- 
baſement, and ſhudder with all the extremes of an abject puſilla- 
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« the winds in his fiſt, and the waters in the hollow 
« of his hand.” HE is all-gracious to hear, and al- 
mighty to ſave. If H E command, the ſtorm ſhall be 
hu to ſileuce; the billows thall ſubſide into a 
calm; the lightnings thall lay their fiery bolts aſide ; 
and, inflead ot linking in a watery grave, you hall 
find yourſelves brought to the deſired haven. 


SOMETIMES, after a joyleſs day, a more diſmal 
night ſucceeds.— The lazy, louring vapours had wove 
ſq thick @ veil, as the meridian fun could ſcarcely pe- 
netrate. What gloom then muſt overwhelm the noc- 
turnal hours! The moon withdraws her ſhining. 
Not a fingle ſtar is able to ſtruggle through the deep 
arrangement of ſhades. All is rich darkneſs, with- 
out one enlivening ray. How ſolemn ! how awful! 
'Tis like the ſhroud of nature, or the return of chaos. 
don't wonder, that it is the parent of terrors, and 
ſo apt to engender melancholy.—Lately the tempeſt 
marked its rapid way with miſchief; now the night 
dreſſes. her filent pavilion with horror. 


l have /ometines left the beaming tapers, withdrawn 


from the ruddy fire, and plunged into the thickeſt of 
theſe ſooty ſhades; without regretting the change, 
rather exulting in it as a welcome deliverance. e 
very gloom Was plraſing, was exhilarating, compared 
with the converſation I quitted. The ſpeech of my 
companions (how does it grieve me, that I ſhould even 
once have occaſion to call them by that name !) was the 
language of darkneſs; was horror to the foul, and 
tarture to the ear . heir teeth were ſpears and arrows, 

N 95 and 
* What has been faid, I aſk'd my ſoul, what done? 

How flow'd our mirth ? or whence the ſource begun ? 

Perhaps, the jeſt, that charm d the ſprightly croud, 

And made the jovial table laugh ſo loud, 

To ſome fuſſe notion ow'd its poor pretence, 

To an ambiguous word's n 

To a wild ſonnet, or a wanton air, 


Offence and torture to the ſober ear, Perh aps, 


* 
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and their tongue a ſharp ſword, to ſtab and aſſaſſinatt 
their neighbour's character. Their throat was an open 
fepulchre, gaping to devour the reputation of the in- 
nocent, or tainting the air with their virulent and pol- 
luted breath.—Sometimes, their licentious and un- 
governable diſcourſe ſhot arrows of profaneneſs againſt 
heaven itſelf ; and, in proud defiance, challenged the 
reſentment of Omnipotence.—Sometimes, as it it was 
che glory of human nature, to cheriſh the graſſeſt ap- 
petites of the brute ; or the mark of a gentleman, to 
have ſerved an apprenticeſhip in a brothel ; the filthieſt 
jeſts of the ſtews (if low obſcenity can be a jeſt) were 
naufeouſly obtruded on the company. All the modeſt 
part were offended and grieved ; while the other beſot- 
ted creatures laughed aloud, though the leproſy of 
uncleanneſs appeared on their lips. Are not theſe per- 
ſons priſoners of darkneſs, though blazing ſconces pour 
artificial day through their rooms? Are not their 
ſouls immured in the moſt baleful ſhades, though the 
noon-tide ſun is brightened by flaming on their gilded 
chariots ?—They diſcern not that great and adorable 
Being, who fills the univerſe with his infinite and glori- 
ous preſence ; who is a eye, to obſerve their actions; all 
ear, to examine their words. They know not the all- ſuffi- 
cient Redeemer, nor the unſpeakable bleſſedneſs of his 
heavenly kingdom. They are groping for the prize 
of happineſs ; but will certainly graſp the thorn of 
anxiety. They are wantonly ſporting on the brink of 
a precipice ; and are every moment in danger of fall- 
ing headlong into irretrievable ruin, and endleſs deſpair. 

They have forced me out, and are, perhaps, den- 
ding me in my abſence; are charging my reverence for 
the ever-preſent GOD, and my concern for the dig- 


Perhaps, alas I the pleaſing fiream was brought 
From this man's error, from another's fault; 
From topics, which good-nature would forget, 


And f rudence mention with the laſt regret. 
5 Prior's Sciomen. 
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nity of our rational nature, to the account of humour 
and ſingularity; to narrowneſs of thought, or ſour- 
neſs of temper.” Be it fo. I will indulge no indigna- 
tion againſt them. If any thing like it uu ariſe, I 


will convert it into prayer: * Pity them, O thou 


« Father of mercies! Shew-them the madneſs of their 
« profaneneſs! Shew them the baſeneſs of their vile 
« ribaldry! Let their diſſolute rant be turned into 
« filent forrow and confuſion ; till they open their 
« lips, to adore thine inſulted Majeſty, and to implore 
« thy gracious pardon. Till they devote to thy ſer- 
vice, thoſe ſocial hours, and thoſe ſuperior faculties, 
« which they are now abuſing, to the diſhonour ot 
« thy name, to the contamination of their own ſouls, 
« and (unleſs timely repentance intervene) to their 
« everlaſting infamy and perdition.“ | 

I ride home amidſt the gloomy void. All darklin 
and ſolitary, I can ſcarce diſcern my horſe's head; an 
only gueſs out my blind road. No companion, but dan- 
ger; or, perhaps, deſtruction ready at my fide *.“ 

But, why do I fancy myſelf ſolitary? Is not the 
Father of lights, the. Gop of my life, the great and 
everlaſting friend, always at my right hand? Becauſe 
the day is excluded, is his omnipreſence vacated ? 
Though I have no earthly acquaintance near, to aſſiſt 
in caſe of a misfortune; or to beguile the time, and 
divert uneaſy ſuſpicions, by entertaining conferences; 
may I not lay my help upon the Almighty, and con- 
verſe with Gop by humble ſupplication ? For this 
exerciſe no place is improper, no hour unſeaſonable, 
and no poſture incommodious. This is ſeciety, the 
beſt of ſociety, even in ſolitude. This is à fund of 
delights, eaſily portable, and quite inexhauſtible. A 
treaſure this of unknown value; liable to no hazard. 
from wrong or robbery ; but perfectly ſecure to the 
lonely wanderer, in the moſt darkſome paths. 


ſJob xvüi. 12. 


And 
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And why ſhould I diſtreſs myſelf with apprehenfions 
of peri/? This acceſs to Gop is not only an indefea - 
fible privilege, but a kind of ambulatory garrifen. Thoſe 
who make known their requeſts unto Gop, and rely 
upon his protecting care; he gives his angels charge 
over their welfare. His angels are commiſſioned to 


elcort them in their travelling; and to hold up their 


goings, that they daſh not their foot againſt a ſtone “. 
Nay; he himſelf condeſcends to be their guardian, and 
keeps all their bones, ſo that not one of them is 
broken.“ Between theſe perſons, and the moſt miſ- 
cChievous objects, a treaty of peace is concluded. The 
articles of this grand alliance are recorded in the book 
of revelation; and will, when it is for the real benefit 
of believers, aſſuredly be made good, in the admini- 
{trations of Providence. In that day, faith the LORD, 
will I nale a covenant for them with the beaſts of the 
feld, and with the fowls of heaven, and with the erte 
ing things of the ground, and they GH be in league 
with the tones of the field + Though they fall head- 
long on the flints; even the flints, fitted to fracture 
the ſkull, ſhall receive them as into the arms of friend- 
flup, and not offer to hurt whom the LoD is pleaſed 
May 1 then enjoy the preſence of this gracious Gop, 
and darkneſs and light ſhall be both alike. Let HIM 
whiſper peace to my conſcience; and this dread filence 
hall be more charming than the voice of eloquence, 
or the ſtrains. of muſic, Let HIM reveal his raviſhing 
ions in my foul; and I ſhall not want the ſaffron 

ties of the morn, the golden glories of noon, or 
the impurpled evening-{ky. I ſhall ſigh only for thoſe 
moſt defirable and- diſtinguiſhed aa 6 where the 
light of HIS countenance perpetually thines, and con- 

ſequently there is j no night there.” | 


* Pſal, zei. 11. 12. J. Job 431. Hof. ii. 18. 
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How ſurpriſing are the alterations of nature! I 
left her, the preceding evening, plain and unadorned. 
But, now, a thick: rime has its hoary | honours 
over all, It has ſhagged the fleeces of the 2 and 
criſped the traveller's' locks. The hedges are richly 
fringed, and all the ground is profuſely powdered. 
The downward branches are taſſelled with ſilver, and 
the upright are feathered with the plumy wave. | 
The ine are not always the valuable. The air, amidſt 
all theſe gaudy decorations, is charged with chilling and 
unwholeſome damps. The raw hazy. influence! ſpreads 
wide; fits deep; hangs heavy and oppreſſive on the 
ngs of life. - A liſtleſs languor clogs the animal 
functions, and the purple ſtream glides but faintly+ 
through its channels. In vain, the ruler of the day 
exerts his beaming in vain, he attempts to 
diſperſe this inſurrection of vapours. The ſullen, ma- 
lignant cloud refuſes to depart. It envelops the world, 
and intercepts the praſpeck. I look abroad for the 
8 neighbouring village; I ſend my eye in quolt of the 
: riſing turret ; but am ſcarce able to — the very 
, next houſe. - Where are the blue arches of heaven? 
Where is the radiant countenance of the ſun? where 
the boundleſs ſcenes of creation? Loſt, loſt are their 
beauties; quenched their glories. The thronged theatre 
of the univerſe ſeems an empty void; and all its ele- 
gant pictures, an undiſtinguithed blank. — Thus would 
it have been with our intellectual views, if the goſpel 
had not come in to our relief. We-ſhould have know] n 
neither our true good, nor real evil. We had been a 
riddle to ourſelves; the preſent ſtate all confuſion, 
and the future impenetrable darkneſs. But the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, ariſing with potent and triumphant 
beams, has diſſipated the, interpoſing cloud; has open- 
ed a proſpect / more beautiful than the; bloſſoms of D 
more ckearing than the treaſures of autumn, 
7 — an than the extent of the viſible 
ſyſtem's which, having led the eye of the mind through 
Vor. I. Ne 5. E e telds 
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fields of grace, over rivers of righteouſneſs, and hills 


crowned with knowledge, terminates, at length, in 
the heavens ; ſweetly loſing itſelf in regions of inſi- 
nite bliſs, and endleſs glory. 

As I walk along the fog, it ſeems, at ſome little 
- diſtance, to be almoſt ſolid gloom ; ſuch as would ſhut 
out every glimpſe of light, and totally impriſon me 
in obſcurity. But when I approach, and enter it, I 
find myſelf agreeably miſtaken, and the miſt much 
thinner than it appeared —Such is the caſe with re- 
gard to the ſufferings of the preſent life ; they are not, 
when experienced, ſo dreadful as a timorous umagina- 
tion ſurmiſed. Such alſo is the caſe with — to 
the gratifications of ſenſe ; they prove not, when en- 
joyed, ſo tential a: a — expectation repre- 
ſented. In both inſtances, we are graciouſly diſap- 
pointed. The keen edge of the calamity is blunted, 
that it may not wound us with incurable anguiſh: 
the exquiſite reliſh of the proſperity is palled, that it 
may not captivate our affeftions, and enſlave them to 
inferior dehghts. | 


: 8 the face of thin oP. more 

orm; the v reverſe regoing. 
The ſober evening 3 to cloſe the ſhort-lived 
day. The firmament, clear and unſullied, puts on 
its brighteſt blue. The ſtars, in 2 multitudes, 
and with a peculiar brilliancy, glitter through the fair 
expanſe. While the 7 pours its ſubtile and penetra- 
ting influence all around. Sharp and intenſely ſevere, 
all the long night, the rigid æther continues its ope- 
rations. When, late and ſlow, the morning opens 
her pale eye; in what a curious and amuſing difguilc 
is nature drefſed ! - The icicles, jagged and uneven, 
are pendent on the houſes. A whitiſh film incrutts 
the windows, where mimic landſcapes riſe, and fan- 
cied figures ſwell. The fruitful fields are hardened to 
won ; the moiſtened meado * 
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and both reſound (an effect unknown before) with the 
pealant's haſty tread. The ftream is arreſted in its ca- 
reer, and its ever - flowing ſurface chained to the banks, 
The fluid paths become a ſolid road; where the ſinny 
ſhoals were wont to rove, the ſportive youth ſlide, or 
the ratthng chariots roll L. And (what would ſeem, ' 
to an inhabitant of the ſouthern world, as unaccount- 
able as the 8 myſteries of our religion) that very 
ſame breath of heaven, which cements the lakes in- 
to a cryſtal pavement, cleaves the oaks as it were 
with invilihle wedges: © breaks in pieces the northern 
iron, and the ſteel ;”” even while it builds a bridge of 
icy rock over the ſeas f. 3 

The air is all ſerenity. Reſined hy the nitrous par- 
ticles, it affords the moſt diſtiat views, and extenſive 
proſpects. The ſeeds of infection are killed; and the 


feſtilence deſtroyed, even in embryo. So, the cold of 
affliion tends to mortify our corruptions, and ſubdue 


| our vitious habits. crouding atmoſphere con- 


ſtringes our bodies, and braces our nerves. The ſpi- 
rits are buoyant, and fally briſkly on the execution of 
their office. In the ſummer- months, ſuch an uncloud- 
ed ſky, and ſo bright a ſun, would have melted us 
with and ſoftened us into ſupineneſs. We ſhould 
have been ready to throw our limbs under the ſpread- 
ing heech, and to lic at caſe by the murmuring brook. 
But now none loiters in his path; none is ſeen with 
folded arms. All is in motion ; all is activity. Choice, 


* Concreſcunt ſubito currenti in flumine cruflg ; 

Undaque jam tergo ferratos ſuftinet orbes, 

Puppibus illa prius patulis, nunc hoſpita plauſtris | 

Araque diſſiliunt vulgo. | Vins. 
+ Fob vii. 30. The waters are hid, locked up from the 
cattle's lips, and ſecured from the fiſher's net, as wells were 
wont to be cloſed with a ponderous and impenetrable fone. * And 
not only lakes and rivers, but the ſurface of the great deer, with 
its reſtleſs and uncontrollable furges, is taken captive ru 
by the froſt, and bound in thining fetters. As 7 ; | 
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prompted by the weather, ſupplies the ſpur of neceſ- 
fitv. Taus, the rugged ſchool of misfortune- often 
trains up the mind to a vigorous exertion of its facul- 
ties. The beat climate of adverſity often inſpirits us 
with a manly reſolution. When a ſoft and downy 
aNuence, perhaps, would have relaxed all the gene- 
rous ſpring of the foul, and have left it enervated with 
pleaſure, or diſſolved in indolence. | p 
"ey 


„O Dcometh out of the north *. The winds, 
having ſwept thoſe deſerts of ſnow, arm themſelves 
with millions of frozen particles, and make a fierce 
deſcent upon our ule. Under blackand ſcowling clouds, 
they drive, dreadfully whizzing, through the darkened 
air. They growl around our houſes ; affault our doors; 
and, cager tor entrance, faſten on our windows. Walls 
can ſcarce reſtrain them; bars are unable to exclude 
them; through every cranny they force their way. 
Ice is on their wings; they ſcatter agues through the 
land ; and winter, all winter, rages as they go. Their 
breath is as a ſearing + iron to the little verdure left in 
the plains. Vaſtly more pernicious to the tender plants 
than the ſharpeſt knife, they kill their branches, and 
wound the very root. Let not the corn venture to 
peep too freely from the entrenchment of the furrow; 
let not the fruit - bearing bloſſoms dare to come at-oad' 
from their lodgment in the bark; leſt theſe murderous 
dlaſts intercept and ſeize the unwary ſtrangers, and 
deſtroy the hopes of the advancing year. * 

O, tis ſevercly cold! Who is ſo hardy, as not to 


8 * Job xxxvii. 9 | 
| 

I This, I ſuppoſe, is the meaning of that figurative expreſ- 
fion uſed by the prophet Habakthiuk ; who, ſpeaking of the 
Chaldzans invading Judæa, ſays, Their faces, or the incurſions 
they make, /bal/ ſup up, ſhall ſwallow greedily, ſhall devour: 
utterly, the inhabitants of the country, and their valuable ef- 
felts; as the keen, corroding blaſts of the eaſt uind deſtroy e · 
very green thing in the field. Hab. i. g. 


DÞ © 2 SS 800 e 


A WINTER YVYIECE 337 


. farink at this exceſwely-pinching weather? See! Ev 

face is pale. Even ihe blooming. cheeks n 
gelid hue, and the teeth hardly for bear chattering.— Le 
chat ſit eaſy and joyous, amidſt your commodious a- 
partments, ſolacing yourſelves in the diffuſive warmth 
of your fire, be mindful of your brethren in the chear- 
leſs tenement of poverty. Their ſhattered panes are 
open to the piercing winds; a tattered garment ſcarce- 
ly covers their ſhivering fleſh ; while a few: faint and 
dying embers on the ſqualid hearth, rather mock their 
- wiſhes, than warm their limbs.—While the generous 
juices of Oporto ſparkle in your glaſſes; or the ſtreams, 
beautifully tinged and deliciouſly flavoured with the 
Chine/eleaf, ſmoke in the elegant poroelain; O remem- 
ber, that many of your fellow-creatures,” amidſt all 
the rigour of theſe inclement ſkies, are emaciated with 
ſickneſs, benumbed with age, and pining with hun- 
ger. Let © their loins bleſs you,” for comfortable 
cloathing. Reſtore them with medicine; regale them 
with food; and baffle the raging year. So, may you 
never know any of their diſtreſſes, but only by the 
hearing of the ear, the ſeeing of the eye, or the feel- 
ing of a. tender commiſeration - Methinks, the bit- 
ter bluſtering winds plead for the poor indigents. 
May they breathe pity into your. breaſts, while they 
blow hardſhips into heir huts - Obſerve thoſe blue 
flames, and ruddy coals, in your chimney ; quickened 
by the cold, they look more lively, and glow more 
ſtrongly. Silent, but ſeaſonable admonition to the 
gay circle, that chat and ſmile around them! Thus, 
may your hearts, at ſuch a juncture of need, kindle 
into a peculiar benevolence | Detain not your ſuper- 
fluous piles of wood. Let them [haſten to the relief 
of the ſtarving family. Bid them expire in many a 
willing blaze, to mitigate the ſeverity of the ſeaſon, 
and chear the bleak abodes of want. So ſhall. they 
aſcend, mingled with thankſgivings to G o p, and ar- 


% 
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dent prayers for your welfare ;—aſcend, more grateſul 
to heaven than columns of the moſt coſtly incenſe. 


Now the winds ceaſe. Having brought their load, 
they are diſmiſſed from ſervice, ey have wafted an 
immenſe cargo of clouds, which empty themſelves in 
ſnow. At firit, a few ſcattered ſhreds come wafidering 
down the faddened ſky. This flight ſkirmiſh is ſucceed- 
ed by a general onſet. The „ large and numer- 

ous, and thick-wavering, deſcend. They dim the air, 
and haſten the approach of night. Through all the 
night, in ſofteſt ſilence, and with a continual flow, 
this fleecy ſhower falls. In the morning, when we 
awake, what a ſurpriſing change appears Is this 
the fame world ? Here is no diverſity of colour! I can 
hardly diſtinguiſh the trees from the hills on which 
grow. Which arc the meadows, and which the 
plains? Where are the green paſtures, and where the 
fallow lands ? All things he blended in bright confu- 
ſion; ſo bright, that it heightens the ſplendor of day, 
and even dazzles the organs of ſight.— The lawn is 
not ſo fair, as this ſnowy mantle, which inveſts the 
fields; and even the lily, was the lily to appear, would 
look tarniſhed in its preſence. I can think of but one 
thing, which exce/s or equals the glittering robe of 
winter. Is any perſon defirous to know my meaning! 
He may find it explained in that admirable hymn *, 
compoſed by the royal penitent. Is any deſũrous to poſ- 
ſeis this matchleſs ornament ? He will find it offered to 
his acceptance in every page of J e 

See! (for the eye cannot ſatisfy itſelf without view- 
ing ; m6 and again the curious, the delicate ſcene), 
ſee ! the hedges are habited, like ſpotleſs veitals 
The houſes are rooted with uniformity and luſtre. The 
meadows: are covered with a carpet of the fineſt er- 


„Can any thing be whiter than ſnow ? Yes, faith David; 
If Go p be pleafed to waſſi me from my fins in the blood of 
„Ennis rr, 1 Hall be even whiter than ſnow, Pal. Ii. 7. Sec 
page 345, 6. | 2 mie. 
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mine &. The groves bow beneath the lovely burden; 
and all, all below, is one wide, immenſe, ſhining waſte 
of white.—By deep ſnows, and heavy rains, G O D 
ſcaleth up the hand of every man, And for this purpoſe, 
adds our ſacred philoſopher, that all men may know his 
| work f. He confines them within their doors, and 

puts à ſtop to their ſecular bulineſs ; that they may 
conſider the things which belong to their ſpiritual 
welfare; that, having a vacation from their ordinary 
employ, they may obſerve the works of his power, 
and become acquainted with the myſteries of his 


And worthy, worthy of all obſervation, are the 
works of the great Creator. They are prodigiouſly 
various, and perfectly amazing. How pliant and duc- 
tile is nature under his forming hand! At his com- 
mand, the ſelf-· ſame ſubſtance aſſumes the moſt diffe» 
rent ſhapes, and is transformed into an endleſs multi · 
plicity of figures. If HE ordains, the water is mould». 
eq into hail, and diſcharged upon the earth like a 
volley of ſhot ; or it is — into ice, and defends 
the rivers, © as it were with a hreaſt - plate.“ At the 
bare intimation of his will, the very ſame element is 
ſcattered in hoar-froſt, like a fprinkling of the moſt 
attenuated aſhes; or is ſpread over the ſurface of the 
ground, in theſe couches of ſwelling and faty dawn. 

The ſnow, however it may carry the appearance of 
cold, affords a warm garment for the corn; ſcreens it 
from nipping froſts, and cheriſhes its infant growth, 
It will abide for a while, to exert a protecting care, 
and exerciſe a foſtering influence. Then, touched by 
the ſun, or thawed by a ſoftening gale, the furry ve- 
ſture melts into genial moiſture ; deep into the 
foil, and faturates its pores with the diſſolving nitre; 

* This animal is milk-white. As for thoſe black ſpots, which 
we generally ſee in linings of exmine, they are added by the 
furrier, in order to diverſify the appearance, or heighten the 
beauty, of the native colour, + Job zxxvii. 7, * 
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repleniſhing the glebe with thoſe principles of vegeta- 
tive life, which il open into the bined of — 
and ripen into the fruits of autumn. Beautiful em- 
blem this, and comfortable repreſentation of the di- 
vine word, both in the ſucceſsful and advantageous 
Hue of its operation! As the rain cometh down, and 
the ſnow from heaven, and returneth net thit her, but wa- 
tereth the earth, and maheth it bring forth and bud, that 
it may give ſeed to the ſewer, and bread to the eater: fo 
ball my word be, that geeth forth out of my mouth: it 
Hall not return unto me void, but ſhall accompliſh that 
wh I pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper in the thing whereunty 
[ſent ut *. Wo ; 


NATURE, at length, puts off her lucid veil; She 
drops it in a trickling thaw. The looſened ſnow 
rolls in ſheets from the houſes. Various openings ſpot 
the hills ; which, even while we look, become —— 
and more numerous. The trees rid themſelves, by 
degrees, of the hoary incumberance. Shook from the 
ſpringing boughs, part falls heavy to the ground, part 
flies abroad in ſhining atoms. Our ficlds and Sure, 
lately buried beneath the drifted heaps, riſe plain and 
diſtinct to view. Since we ſee nature once again, has 
ſhe no verdant traces, no beautiſul features, left! 
They are, like real friends, very rare; and therefore 
the more particularly to be regarded, the mort highly 
to be valued, Here and there the ho//y hangs out her 
glowing berries; the /auruſtinus ſpreads her gracetul 
tufts ; and both under a covert of unfading fohage.— 
The plain, but hardy wy, clothes the decrepit, crazy 
wall; nor ſhrinks from the friendly office, though the 
ſkies frown, and the ſtorm roars.-—The /avrel, firm, 
ere, and bold, expands its leaf of vivid green. In 
ſpite of the united, the repeated attacks of wind, and 
rain, and froſt, it preſerves an undiſmayed lively look ; 
and maintains its poſt, while withering millions fall 

x * If. lv. 10. 41, | 


around, 
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around. Worthy, by vanquiſhing the rugged. force 


of winter, worthy to adorn the triumphant conquer- 
or's brow, Nor muſt 1 forget the bay-tree ;- Which 
ſcorns to be a mean penſioner on a few. tranſient. fun- 
ny gleams; or, with a ſervile obſequiouſneſs, to vary 
its appearance, in conformity to the changing ſeaſons: 
by ſuch indications of ſterling worth, and ſtaunch re- 
ſolution, reading a lecture to the poet's genius, While 
it weaves the chaplet for his temples.— Theſe, and a 
few other plants, clad with native verdure, retain 
their comely aſpect, in the bleakeſt climes, and in 
the coldeſt months. erty) l 
Such, and ſo durable, are the accompliſhments of 

a refined underſtanding, and an amighle temper. |, The 
tawdry ornaments of dreſs, which catch the unthink- 
ing vulgar, ſoon become inſipid and deſpicable. The 
rubied lip, and the * cheek fade. Even the ſpark - 
ling wit *, as well as the ſparkling eye, pleaſe but for 
8 : * 8 Aa 


% How little does Gop eſteem the things that men count 
great; the endowments of wit andiel6quence, that men ad- 
* mire in ſome ! Alas ! how poor are they to him! He re- 
ſpecteth not any who are wiſe in heart: they are nothing, 
and leſs than nothing, in his eyes. Even wi/e men admire, 
** how little it is that men know; how ſmall a matter lies un- 
&« der the ſound of theſe popular wonders, a learned man, a 
great ſcholar, a great ſtateſman, How much more doth the 
all. wiſe Go p meanly account of cheſe] He often diſcovers, 
even to the world, their meanneſs. He befoals them. So 
* valour, or birth, or worldly greatneſs, theie he gives, and 
„gives as things he makes no great reckoning of, to ſuch as 
* ſhall never ſee his face; and calls to the inheritance of glory . 
poor deſpiſed creatures, that are looked on as the aff /cour- 
* ings and refuſe of the world“ Wy | 

— THUS fays an excellent author; who writes with the 
moſt amiable ſpirit of benevolence ; with the moſt unaffected 
ar of humility ; and, like the ſacred originals, from which he 
copies, with a majeſtic fimplicity of ſtyle.—Whofe felef? works 
I may venture to recommend, not only as a treaſure, but us a 
MINE of genuine, ſterling, evangelical piety;—See page yr 
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a moment. But the virtuons mind has charms, which 
furvive the decay of every inferior embelliſhment ; 
charms, which add to the fragrancy of the flower, 
the of the ever-green. 

Such, hkewiſe, is the " rar? of the ſincerely-re- 
gious; like a tree, ſays the inſpired moraliſt, © whoſe 
leaf ſhall not fall.” He borrows not his peace 
from external circumſtances ; but has a fund within, 
and 1s © ſatisfied from himſelf “, Even though 
impoveriſhed by calamitous accidents, he is rich in the 
poſeſſon of race, E e His 
joys are inhnitely ſuperior to, as well as nobly inde- 
pendent on, the tranſitory glow of ſenſual delight, 
or the capricious favours of what the world calls 


Ir the /row compoſes the hght-armed troops of the 
Ry, —— the hai i contittitcs its heavy artillery f. 

When driven by a vehement wind, with what dread- 
ful impetuolity does that ſtony ſhower fall! How it 
rebounds from the frozen ground, and rattles on the 
reſounding dome! It attenuates the rivers into ſmoke, 
or ſcourges them into foam. It eruſhes the infant 
flowers; cuts in pieces the gardener's ny 
and batters the feeble fortification of his gl into 
hivers. It darts into the traveller's face: he turns, 
with haſte, from the ſtroke; or feels, on his check, 


of Archbiſhop Le1G6KTon's /eleft works, the Edinburgh e- 
dition, octavo. Which it is peccflary to ſpecify, becauſe the 
London edition does not contain that part of his writings which 
has ſupplied me with the preceding quotation. 
* Prov. xiv. 14- 

1 He cafteth forth his ice like morſeli. Plal. cxlvii. 19, Which, 
in modern language, might be thus exprefled : He poureth his 
bail like a volley ſbot. Ihe word CWB, inadequately tranſ- 
lated mor/els, alludes, I think, to thoſe /rugments of the rock, 
or thoſe ſncoth fone; from the brook, which, in the day of bat 
tle, the warriors hurled from their ſlings. a 

or 
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houſe, it follows him even thither; and, like a de- 
termined enemy, that puſhes the purſuit, daſhes 
through the n Hut the fierce attack is 
quickly over. The clouds have ſoon ſpent their ſhafts; 
ſoon 3 their bow. Happy for th the inhabitants 


of the earth, that a fally ſo dreadfully furious, ſhould 
be 10 remarkably ſhort / What elſe could endure the 


ſhock, or eſcape deſtruction ? 


Bur behold a bot, of no hoſtile intention! a bow, | 


painted in vari 2 colours, on the diſburdened 
—5 How vaſt is the extent, how delicate the tex- 
ture, of that /dewery arch / It compaſſeth the heavens 


with a glorious * and teaches us to forget the 


horrors of the ſtorm. Elegant its form, and rich its 
tincture; but more delightful its ſacred ſigniſicancy. 

While the violet and the roſe bluth in its beautiful 
aſpect, the olive-branch ſmiles in its gracious import. 
It writes, in radiant dyes, what the angels ſung in 
harmonious ſtrains; peace on earth, and good- -will 
* towards men. Kis the ſtamp of inſurance, for the 
continuance of ſeed - time and harveſt; fo: the preſerva- 
tion and ſecurity of the viſible world *. It is the com- 
fortable token + of a better ſtate, and a happier kingdom; 
—a kingdom, where 1in ſhall ceaſe, and miſery be 


aboli ; where ſtorms ſhall beat, and winter pierce 
no more; but holineſs, happineſs, and joy, like one 


unbounded ſpring, for ever, ever bloom. 


„Gen. ix. 12.—16. „ 1er. iv, 3. 


blood. If he would retreat into the - 


MERE 


AtIniTATION of rn 
} 37 'DTT'ATIONS. | 


1 7 wrote by a young Lady, in #750. | 
& See above, p. 100. 199. , To 


M ſhortening days, the ſullen clouds, grown dark 
and ponderous with the gathering rain; the fri. 
id air, which ſtrikes unwelcome on the tender frame, 
11 5 ſhews what A bion's ſons could once endure); pro- 
claim the approach of winter.—See ! how the trees, 
as though they felt a ſhock like human diſſolution, 
now "drop their leafy honours :—fſorne, you may ob- 
ſerve, like feeble old age, hang tottering in the air, 
till a gentle breeze breaks the tender fibre that ſupports 
them, and throws them relentleſs on the — 
They fall unlamented, when they can no longer de- 
light our eyes; and are no ſooner diſſelved, than for. 
got: one ſummer's beauty is all they can pretend to; 
whilſt the lofty fir, oa h gh greatly y eclipſed by theſe 
gay ſtrangers in the bloom of their youth, yet far ex- 


ceeds them in the duration of her charms. The 1 wit 


of the fir is always the ſame, and periſes only Wi 


8 8 : 
emblem this, of the inſtability and e 


——— charms—How mutable is the ha pr 
= 8 thoſe thoughtleſs women, who place all 
felicity in admiration !— Admiration from whom! a? 
Not from the wiſe and prudent, that were well worth 
their aim ; but from perſons light and trilling as them- 
ſelves : for ſuch alone pay court to poliſhed duſt.— 
Perhaps, they paſs the bloom of their youth without 
one ſerious thought ; and what a tund of impertinence 


do * chen treaſure up for the remainder of their 
| days! 


66e ee 
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days! which, when all theſe g fantaſtic viſions fade, 


when every outward charm ed, grows quite inſup- 
portable. How can they bear the ſhock of ede 


, 
« 
„ 


ing age? which (like autumn by the trees) diſrobes 


them of every attractive e. The perfections we 
are by the flattering world allowed, whilſt we have 
beauty, too often, at leaſt the praiſe of them, vaniſh 
with it, and leave nothing but malice and envy to fill 
up the great void of uncultivated ſenſe: they drop 
like the withered leaves, neglected if not deſpiſed; 
and, like the path of a ſwift arrow through the inviſible 
air, leave no traces of virtue or goodneſs, whereby 
they may be remembered How much happier they, 
who, in the midſt of their childiſh, innocent amuſe- 
ments, experience the effects of a true L care; 
who are taught * to remember their tor in the 
« days of their youth, while the evil days come not, 
« and the years wherein they ſhall (truly) fay, I have 
no pleaſure in them; and are early informed, (be- 
fore the trifling joys of this world have made too deep 
an impreſſion on their tender minds), that all is vanity ; 
that religion, wiſdom, and virtue, are the only perma- 
nent enjoyments in this world, and will be their only 
conſolation when they fink into another. Beauty is no 
farther of advantage to us than as it is an embelliſhment 
to ſenſe, and makes virtue appear more amiable : but 


when it is only a maſk to vice or folly ; when it per- 


ſuades the owner to neglect the attainment of all other 
accompliſhments, the bleſſing then degenerates into a 
curſe, and we quickly deſpiſe the idle flatterer; in 
ſhort, „the praiſe that is worth ambition, is attained 
by good ſenſe alone, with dignity of mind; and a 
woman of true ſenſe will be always ambitious, —not 
of gaining admiration, but of deſerving it. 


I muſt own myſelf obliged to Mr Hervey's Medita- 


ans, for this poor imitation of him. The two vo- 


lumes publiſhed under that title, cannot, I think, be 
ſuſliciently 


Wo. 
 . 
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ſufficiently admired : His Reflections are ſo eaſy and na 
tural, that, upon reading them, you cannot help be- 
ing ſurpriſed, that the Objects which furniſhed him 
with thoſe beautiful ideas, did not in the ſame manner 
affect you upon the like occaſions, till you conſider 
the dignity of ſtyle in which they are wrote: Tou 
are then immediately convinced, that this is only to 
be attained by a bright underſtanding, refined by a li- 
beral education.—1 can't, for my own part, conceiye 
any thing (in this world) to be more thoroughly con. 
ducive to happineſs than ſuch a genius, where every 
object round him raiſes his admiration, and excites his 

thankfulneſs to that Being, whoſe bleſſings he only 
truly enjoys, who yRoPERLY eſteems them; there is 
nothing ſuch a one beholds, but what he can apply to 
the good of himſelf, and of his fellow-creatures. 


T 
„ OY 


OG 


B 


L 
T7 V3 


F R 1 1 


E 


More or leſs illuſtrated in this Wo RR. 


N. B. 4s Dr Suaw, in the ſupplement to his excellent book of 
Travels, and ſeveral other authors of the greateſt eminence, 
have given an index of Scriptures, occaſionally explained in 
their writings ; I doubt not, but I ſhall ablige many of ] 
readers, by what I here ſubjoin ; thoje eſpecially, whoſe taſte 
is happily formed to reliſh the beauties of the ſacred records. 
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